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Sri Lanka army fails to stem 


David Selbourne reports on communal clashes against Tamils 


violence 


DESPITE intensifying army 
pressure on intransigent Tamil 
separatists, security in’ the 
northern and eastern provinces 
of Sri. Lanka — the disputed 
Tamil homelands — is again 
worsening. 


The latest bout of comm 
violence against Tamils in the 
eastern port of Trincomalee, 
much of it organised by Sinha- 
lese gangs allegedly under the 
protection of the security 
forces, included the hacking to 
death of a family at Kuthul 
Uthu in reprisal for one of its 
members having earlier gone 
to the aid of Tamils trapped in 
a bus which had been set on 
fire. 


The Government's closure at 
the weekend of two leading 


Tamil newspapers based in 
Jaffna, Saturday Review and 
Suthantiran (Freedom) — 


whose editor, Mr Kovai Mahe- 
san, has been detained under 
emergency regulations — has 
also struck a hard blow against 
the increasingly threatened 3.5 
million-strong Tamil minority 
im the island. 


' Sri Lanka has been’ under 
almost «continuous emergency 
rule since the early 1970s. But 
"since the referendum of 
‘December 22, 1982, which 
extended the life of the Sri 
Lankan “long parliament” to 
‘August 4, 1989 — an unprece- 
dented 12-year session — the 
concentration of powers in the 
hands of President Jayewar- 
dene has created a situation in 
which the army’s authority is 
clearly growing, and  demo- 
cratic safeguards in  Parlia- 
ment, the courts, and the press 
are becoming more fragile. 


Moreover, the refusal by Col- 
ombo governments to treat 
seriously Tamil demands for a 
greater degree of political 
autonomy — demands which 
range from ап independent 
state of Eelam. to more modest 
‘schemes of devolution — has 
undermined the moderate 
leadership of the Tamil United 
Liberation Front, which is no 
longer in control of events. 

The .Gandhian TULF leader, 


Mr А, Amirthalingam, whom I 


met at his home village of Moo- 


lai, spoke of starting a campaign 
of peaceful civil disobedience 
in the autumn; but the under- 
ground Liberation Tigers, 


: whose activities, constantently' 


protected by the Tamil com- 
munity, have claimed the lives 
of 37 members of the security 
forces since 1977, are at the 
forefront of the struggle for 
Tamil self-determination. 

This is no longer merely a 


terrorist matter of bank rob- 


by Sinhalese gangs 
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bery and murder. In .mid-May, 
they successfully called for a 
boycott of municipal elections 
jn the northern district, now 
under an increasingly agressive 
army presence. 

In many places only 5 per 
cent or less of the electorate 
voted, and it has brought local 


government to an impasse — 
the "point of no return" the 
Government Agent in Jaffna 
called it. 


Indeed, after August, when 
the Tulf's MPs are pledged to 
resign on bloc from the Col- 
ombo Parliament in protest at 
its six-year extension, Tiger 
pressure may try to bring all 
'Tamil electoral participation in 
the Sinhalese polity to an end. 


There are, however, confus- 
ing signs that with the situation 


.deteriorating Mr Jayewardene 
' may secretly be seeking to talk 


to the Tigers, whose alleged in- 
ternational links which 
range from Iraq to Israel — 
are causing alarm in Colombo. 
Other reports speak of a com- 
promise, drawn up by anxious 
Tamil and Sinhalese political 


brokers, for the ending of 
army occupation in the north 
and east, the laying down of 
Tiger arms and а move 
towards some form of regional 
autonomy. 


Bitterly opposed by radical 
Tamil. elements for falling 
short of their demands for 
Eelam, it is this plan, or some- 
thing like it, for which Mr 
Amirthalingam has  recertly. 
said he would want to “seek a 
mandate" — how is not clear 
— from the Tamils, and re- 
store his diminished authority 
in the process. 

The truth is that the island 
of the tourist brochures is 
being increasingly racked by 
the Tamil issue. The melan- 
choly round of killing and 
counter killing — “you people 
are shooting Sinhalese, so we 


Еа 


So ee РЕНИШ ПАЛЕ ПЕДА САЛЫ 


POLITICAL suspects in Sri 
Lanka have been held incom- 
municado under the country's 
Prevention of Terrorism Act 
and tortured in army camps 
and by the police, Amnesty 
International says today in a 


* report, In some cases de- 


tainees have been. kept in 
solitary confinement for more 
than eight months after 
arrest, Torture is said to in- 
clude the hanging of victims. 
upside down from hooks, 
beating them with metal bars: 
and driving needles under 
the toenails and fingernails. 


are shooting Tamils " — points 
inexorably to territorial divi- 
sion; Yet to most of the Sinha- 
lese majority of more than 10 
million, this would represent 
the ultimate betrayal of Budd- 
hist hegemony on the island. 
Moderate Sinhalese who can 
see the need for real conces- 
sions to Tamil demands are 
still hopelessly outnumbered. 

But the recent army mutiny 
—— the circumstances are still 
unclear — which led to the de- 
sertion of nearly 100 soldiers 
of the Raja Rata Rifles based 
at Anuradhapura, and the 
removal of its commanding 
officer, Lieutentant-Colonel K. 
M:.S. Perera, with five other 
senior officers, clearly points to 
the increasing dangers for Sri 
Lanka’s stability of failing to 
find a political solution to the 
Tamil problem. 


In Khadarmadam, when the 
local police tried to put out the 
fires of an army arson attack on 
the local community in reprisal 
for an earlier Tiger killing, a 
resident said that the police 
were forced away by the army 


‘at gun-point. \ 


There have even been uncon- 
firmed reports of trouble in 
Jaffna between units of the 
army and. navy. Indeed, the 
whole social order in Sri 
Lanka has been gradually un- 
dermined by the struggle with 
the Tamils. Even saffron-clad 
Buddhism, with ail its pieties, 
is now armed with submachine 
guns. 





Mr Jayewardene (centre) surrounded.by members of the army, whose influence is 
growing after years of emergency rule. 


` 
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Sri Lankan detainees ‘tortured’ 


David Selbourne reports on alleged abuses and religious persecution 


MUCH of the trouble in Sri 
Lanka is because Colombo has 
the Tamil tiger by the tail and 
cannot let go. 

‘Amnesty International’s 
report on Sri Lanka, published 
yesterday, documents the con- 


sequences: the increasing vio- 
lation of human rights, the 
systematic maltreatment of 


Tamil detainees at Gurunagar, 
Elephant Pass and Panagoda 
army саты, and the obtaining 
of confessions under torture. 


An emergency regulation, re 
cently promulgated under the 
Public Security Act, now per- 
mits the police to bury or cre- 
mate bodies without inquiry or 
post mortem. President Jaye- 
wardene has announced that it 
"provides the forces with 
more muscle"; it ‘ensures 
that security per personnel... 
wil in no way be harassed by 
the law in the event of being 
compelled to use their fire 
power." Civil rights lawyers de- 
scribe it as a " licence to kill" 
Tamil suspects. 

Indeed, what remains of the 
rule of law and the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary in Sri 
Lanka is struggling for sur- 
vival. It is not simply that the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act, 
with its unconstitutional, 
retroactive provisions, permits 


prolonged detention incom- 
municado — up to 18 months 
— without explanation for 


arrest, charge, or trial, and is 
thus an invitation to physical 
attack and torture. In addition, 
even with court orders, lawyers 
have been denied access to 
Tamil detainees (on one occa- 
sion in Jaffna at gunpoint at 
the whim of the security 
forces.) 

Complaints of torture are 
followed neither by investiga- 
tion, nor prosecution. More- 
over, in a recent case where 
the Supreme Court found a 
Kolupitiva police sub-inspector 
guilty of wrongful arrest, he 
was promoted the day after the 
judgment. 

A Select Committee of 
Parliament is also, unconstitu- 
tionally, “inquiring into the 
conduct ” of two judges, Jus- 
tices Wimalaratna and Colin- 





The Government has relied on troops in the Tamil areas for many years 


aaa. 


Thome the latter 
particularly distinguished for 
the independence of his judg- 
ments against the State and 
the security forces — in what 
is seen in Colombo as a pre- 
lude to impeachment. 


The mood in Jaffna, ‘the 
Tamils’ northern capital, is 
sullen, the streets deserted 


after 7 pm. You can see the 
blood stains on the road at 
Nellur after the killing by 
security forces of another 
voung Tamil, Yogarajah, whose 
body (with his head partly 
blown away) was cremated 
without inquest. Under the 
challenge of the  separatist 
movement, the net is being 
cast wider for sympathisers. 
Jaffna’s MP, Mr V. Yoges 
waran, was taken in for two 
hours of army questioning re- 
cently. 

To the unconcealed anger of 
the Catholic Bishop of Jaffna, 
two Jaffna, priests,- Fathers 
Singarayer and Sinnarasa, were 


‚соп me 


stripped naked and tortured to 
confess in army custody, 
according to their dffidavits 
The grounds around the 
court where the priests were 
charged were heavily guarded. 
«І have to be with my Ta- 


THE Sri Lankan Government 
yesterday denied allegations 
by Amnesty International. 
that political suspects in the 
country were tortured. The 
Government also rejected 
aecusations that arrests were 
made indiscriminately and 
said that Amnesty had dis- 
missed the terrorism with 
which the country was faced. 


mil people," Father Singarayer 
said in a letter from Colombo's 
Welikade Prison. “ Тһе attack 
is an attack on the 
priestly ministry of Christ." He 
was brought into court in 
handcuffs, clutching a crucifix. | 

Even the Gandhians in Sri 


Lanka are suffering at the 
hand of the army in their 
search-and-destroy missions. Dr 
5. Rajasunderam, the 47-усаг- 
old medical practitioner and 
secretary-organiser of the 
Gandhiyam farm settlements in 
Vavuniya, funded by the Dutch 
relief agency, Novib, Oxfam 
and others, has been report. 
edly tortured at  Panagoda 
camp to force him to admit 
that he has harboured terror- 
ists. 

Responsible, with an archi- 
tect, Mr S. A. David — also in 
detention — for a prodigious 
effort in the rehabilitation of 
40,000 mostly stateless Tamil 
plantation workers, who fled to 
the area after attacks on them 
in the tea estates in 1977 and 
1981, he remains uncharged in 
Welikade. A  gaol medical 
report, made after a series of 
beatings by an army lieutenant 
and three others, describes him 
as “in a state of apprehen- 
sion." 
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amnesty 


international newsletter 
Sri Lanka: Fears over new 


police 


New emergency legislation has been 
enacted in Sri Lanka which allows 
the police to bury or cresaate the 
bodies of dead people if they deem it 
necessary—without anyone else 
being present and without inquest 
procedures. 

Although Regulation 15A of 3 
June 1983 specifies that any burial 
or cremation must be authorized by 
the Secretary of the Ministry of 
Defence, AZ believes it to be a.dan- 
zerous provision which could facili- 
tate the deliberate extrajudicial 
executions of suspects in police and 
army custody. The new reguiation 
falls under Sri Lanka's Emergency 

*Regulations. i 

` On 9 June А/ cabled President J.R. 
Jayewardene expressing concern that the 
departure from normal procedures for 
burial and inquest could give rise to the 
gravest violations of human rights and 
appealing to the President to rescind 
Regulation 15А. 

It recalled previous concerns expressed 
by A/ about a similar emergency regula- 
tion in force from 11 to 16 July 1979, 
when six members of Sri Lanka's Tamil 
minority died in police custody—as 
described in a May 1980 memorandum 
by A/ to the government. 

AI noted too that it had opposed legis- 
.lation in force after the 1971 insurrection 
"when young men and. women were 
extrajudicially killed by security forces’’. 


New Al report on 
Sri Lanka: 

Political suspects 
tortured in custody 


In recent years -1/ has received reports 
. of political suspects in Sri Lanka having 
been held incommunicado under the 


country" s Prevention of Terrorism Act 


and tortured both in army idis and by 
the police. 


[n some cases detainees have been kept 
"in. solitary conrinemént for more than 
eight months arter arrest. Torture 15 said 


to include hanging victims upside down | 


from hooks, beating them wiuh' metal 
bars and driving needles under ihe toe- 
nails and Ü'inger-nails. 





. detained and 
reportedly beaten up in "Panapoda army 
camp in northern Sri Lanka in May. 

A medical practitioner, he is Secretary 
of the Gandhiyam movement, a social 


Dr S. Rajasunderam . 


services organization. involved in the 
resettlement of Tamil refugees in the 
north of the country. He was arrested 
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
on 6 April in Vavuniya, detained for a 
month in Gurunagar army camp and 
then moved to Panagoda camp on 7 May. 

According to a habeas corpus petition 
submitted on his behalf to the Court of 
Appeal, Colombo, he was assaulted in 
his cell by army personnel for more than 
three hours on 8 May. A report by the 
Judicial Medical Officer was submitted 
to the court: it showed that Dr Rajasun- 
deram had sustained injuries as a result 
of having been beaten. è 

At the time of going to press he was 
reportedly still being detained without 
charge or trial. 


Evidence of these and other abuses 


was collected by an A/ .mission that- 


visited Sri Lanka early last year. The 
Report of an Amnesty International 
Mission to Sri Lanka, 31 January - 9 
February 1982 was published on 6 July 
1983; == 

In a news release that day, AT said that 
it was still receiving information that 
detainees were ill-treated, relatives denied 
information as to their whereabouts and 
lawyers hindered in meeting them. 

On 10 April this year a young farmer 
from Trincomalee, K. Navaratnarajah, 
died in custody after having been held 


without charge for two weeks. Twenty-- 
five external wounds and 10 internal 


injuries: were found on his body during 


the post-mortem examination. A verdict © 


of homicide was returned by a Jaffna 


ийа! powers 


magistrate ‘on 31 May at the end of a 
judicial inquiry into his death. 


The AZ mission, led by senior New 
York attorney Orville Schell, took testi- 
mony from 26 people who had witnessed 
or been victims of human rights viol- 
ations perpetrated during security oper- 
ations. These operations were carried out | 
in the wake of robberies and killings 
attributed to extremists seeking an inde- 
pendent state for Sri Lanka's Tamil 
population. 


In at least six of the individual cases” 
examined by the mission, the detainees 
were still being held without triai at the 
time of going to press-—inore than two 
years alter their arrest. Since the 
mission, arrests have continued but as 
details are rarely published and the fam- 
ilies are not informed no exact figure can 
be given for those now in custody. At 
least 65 people are estimated to be in 
detention now. 


Chained to grili 


Former detainees, released without 
charge, told A/’s delegates they had 
been kept for as !ong as six months 
chained to an iron grill at Elephant Pass 
Army Camp. One said he had been hand- 
cuffed and kept lying on the floor for 
five months. 

At another camp soldiers are said to 


: have forced a detainee to crawl on broken 


glass, then stuffed hot chilli powder up 
his nostrils with a nail. Needles were 
reportedly driven under nis finger-nails 
and into his arm. After 10 days a captain 
is said to have told. him: ‘‘We took you 
in custody on suspicion. Now we find 
you are innocent. So you сап уо." 


The mission also investigated the death . 
of Tamils apparently shot or beatles, to 
death by security forces in June 1981 fol- 
lowing the shooting of two police officers. 
Two young Tamils rounded up at the 
time said they were taken to icnely spots, 
one of them near Jaffna burial ground, 
shot bv a police inspector and left for 
dead. Both survived, but one is now 
physically handicapped. The government 
has taken no action in any of these cases. 

Al's report notes that violence has 
frequently accompanied demanas for a 
separate Tamil state, but points out that 
the torture or killing of individuals 
detained by anyone, including opposition 
groups, can never be accepted. it adds 
that, for their part, governments have a 


duty to safeguard human rights. parucu- 
larly when faced with problems of national 


security. 


` The report makes 12 detailed recom- 
mendations which, it says, wouid bring 
the treatment of detainees into line with 
Sri Lanka's constitutional human rights 
guarantees and United Nations stan- 
dards. These include: informing detain- 
ees of the grounds for arrest; aisclosing 


the place of detention to relatives and 
allowing immediate and regular access to 
lawvers; 
machinery to investigate torture com- 
plaints, with published findings and pro- 
ceedings against those held responsible; 
restoring the normal rules of evidence in 
all cases, according to which statements 
made solely to the police are inadmissible 
in court. 


establishing independent 


* Despite previous assurances, .4/'s del- 


egates were informed during their mission 
that they would not be able to see any 
officials. After sending its 72-page report 
to President Jayewardene on 7 February 
1983. A/ again sought talks with the 
government and repeated its offer to 
publish the government's comments. On 
6 April the organization was told that И 
will not be possible for him |the Presi- 
dent] or a representative of the govern- 
ment to discuss the report with vou" 


Rape of Tamil girls led to violence 


From S. RAJAPPA 


MADRAS, July 31.—According to 
information flowing into Tamil 
Nadu from Sri Lanka through un- 
conventional sources, it seems that 
the week-iong violence was sparked 
of 5v the ambush and slaying of 
15 su:diers in Jaffna on July 23 
by tne liberation "Tigers" in reta- 
liation for the rape of 20 Tamil 
girls in a hostel, Two of the girls 
subsequently died or committed 
Suicide. The militia has literally 
gone berserk since then, with the 
Government of Mr J. R. Jayewar- 
dene hardly able to exercise any 
control over. them. 

The inability of the  Externàl 
Affairs Minister, Mr P, V. Nara- 
simha Rao to meet the leader of 
the Opposition, Mr A. Amirthalin- 
gam, because the Government re- 
fused to give him. protection to go 
to Mannar, where he was camping, 
and the escalation of ethnic vio- 
lence, which made Mr Rao cut 
short his visit and return to Delhi 
within 24 hours, were indications of 
the steadily deteriorating law and 
order situation in Sri Lanka. 

Much of the flow of information 
into Tamil Nadu had been routed 
through London or other Western 
capitals, as telecommunication links 
between Sri Lanka and India were 
the first casualty of the racial vio- 
lence. Today, the Colombo—London 
link too was disrupted. 


A message sent through a cou- 
rier іо Мг К. M. Ramachandran, 
president of the Sri Lanka Repat- 
riates Federation, today said that 
Mr S. Thondaman, Rural Industries 
Minister in the Jayewardene Cabi- 
net and leader of the Ceylon Wor- 
kers- Congress, representing the 
350,000-strong Tamil plantation la- 
bour, had been placed under “house 
arrest", The Ceylon Workers Con- 
Eress, au ally of the ruling United 
National Party, had never been a 
party to the secessionist demand 
advocated by the Tamil United 
Liberation Front. 

Sri Lanku's proposal 
the constitution, thereby depriving 
those advocating secession of their 
civic rights and right to property, 
has only hardened the attitude of 


to amend 


-out that it stood 


the TULF. Sri Lanka could not 
be one, nation merely by law, but 
could remain united “only if the 
people as a whole want it so", said 
a TULF leader. 


Though the republic of Sri Lanka 
is a single State, in reality it is 
a unlon of “Sinhala land" and 
“Tamil Eelam”. That the Tamils 
had been living in Sri Lanka from 
pre-historic times, enjoying its so- 
vereign rights under a State of its 
own was recorded in no less an 
authority than the “Mahawamsa”, 
a great work of Sinhala history. 


In the 1977 general election. 
which риё the United National 


Party of Mr Jayewardene in power, 
the TULF manifesto clearly speit 
for a separate 
State of Tamil Eelam, which “shall 
be a secular one with equal protec- 
tion for all religions”. Tamil would 
be the official language of Eelam, 
while “the Sinhalese living in the 
State will be provided the right to 
be educated in their own tongue 
and to transact their business with 
the State in their own language”. 
Similarly, “guarantees will be 
sought from the Sinhala State” 
about the language rights of the 
Tamil speaking people living in the 
State, 

The victory of TULF in 17 nre 
dominantly Tamil speaking cons- 
tituencies was taken as a mandate 
for a separate State of Eelam. The 
Tamils, according to Mr Amirtha- 
lingam, were "a separate nation by 
all internationally accepted stan. 
dards end, therefore, entitled to 
exercise their inalienable right to 
self-determination". 

The main grievances of the Ta- 
mils are that they have been deni- 
ed their linguistic rights by the 
constitution which enshrined Sin- 
hala as the official language, The 
regulations for the use of Tamil 
were deemed to be subordinate le- 
gislation. 

The Tamils had not been given 
equal opportunity in publie servi. 
ces. This had been a traditional 
avenue of employment for the 
people of the north, predominantly 
Tamils, where there were few 


other outlets such as industries. 

There was discrimination against 
the Tamils in regard to higher edu- 
cation, Standardization on the basis 
‘of the medium оў language was 
unfair, thereby depriving the Tamil] 
youth of the opportunity to enter 
universities. 


Another grouse of the Tamils 1s 
that the Sinhala leaders have not 
shared political power with them. 
Promises made to the Tamils IN 
the last 20 years have not been 
kept. There is a growing feeling 
that .a “Sinhala raj" has replaced 
.the “British raj" in Sri Lanka. 

Before the British brought the 
whole country under one rule in 
1815, there had been two nations 
in Sri Lanka. The Tamil people, 
having come to the end of their 
patience. aré asking, “let us return 
peacefully to status quq ante. We 
are prepared, if necessary, to take 
back all the Tamil population in 
pe ones to.ouy traditional home- 
ands”, ` ` 


The DMK president, Mr M. Ka 
runanidhi, said here today that 
the Indian Army should intervene 
in Sri Lanka to carve out a sepa- 
rate State for the Tamils there, zs 
there was no possibility of the Sin- 
halese and the Tamils living toge- 
ther peaceful under one Govern- 


The DMK leader blamed the 
Government of India for not acting 
firmly in dealing with the problem 
of the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka. 


The entire State of Tamil Nadu 
has been incensed by the growing 
atrocities on Tamils in Sri Lanka. 
In Tirunelveli, about 50 members 
of the Indo-Sri Lanka Friendship 
Association went on a fast today 
after sending а letter signed tn 
thelr blood to the Deputy High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka here, 
calling for measures to safeguard 
the lives of Tamils.on the island. 

The Madras Bar Association to- 
day sent a telegram to the U.N. 
Secretary-General pleading for ihe 
setting up of an international com-: 
mission to visit Sri Lanka to put an 
end to racial violence, ` 


* ment, 
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Colombo rioters 
on killing spree 


From a Correspondent 


Шага oi smoke and flame, 
ad. over the Bri Panken сарі: 
tal, Colombo, yesterday aš 
mobs altacked the 
Tamil community and burne 
and looted their homes an 
stores. Witnesses claimed 
counting at least 12 corpses on 
the streets, E 
and scores of vehicles were de- 
siroyed. DAC 

“The Government declared a 
15-hour curfew, due to aad 
until this afternoon, and bru 
up reserve troops and police. 


^ id an emer- 
The Cabinet he the home of 


the mass arson | 
that spread through the city. 


At twilight, despite a govern- 


ment announcement | Pe 
r$ W 
looters and riote bands 


shot without warning, 
still roamed the city and fires 
were still being started. Many 
of. the city's substantial Tamil 
community fled thelr homes. 

'Cénsorship and facial es | 
regulations limiting communi- 
cations made It dimcult to 
assess the extent of violence 


elsewhere on the island, but & 


government 


f communié, 
gma gavo only 4broè, deq p 


‘alombo, spoke of.othar 

in the northern Tamil town 6 
Jaffna "as a result ot acts of 
rioting and (һин сг. 

The riots in Colombo were 
triggered by the killing of 13 
Singhalese ^ soldiers in. an 
ambush by Tamil scpagatists 
near Jatfna at the weekend, -It 
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minority» group of whom arc known as 


Hundreds of shops 


was the worst single incident 
of violence In a long series of 
increasingly serious clashes be- 
tween the island's security 
forces and separatists, the main 


the "Tigers." 


Some of the worst rioting 
erupted in the morning only 
200 yards from President 
Jayawardine's house, accordin 
to local journalists. But ‘al 
over the city by mid-morning, 
lorries jammed with .young 
men shouting antl-Tamll- slo- 
gans, were moving into Tamil 


areas and dinto shoppin 

centres, picking out Rat 

stores, ul 
Petrol was siphoned from 


cars {nto buckets and plastié 
bowls to speed thé work of 
arson. Looters smashed sho 
windows and handed out sgo 
drinks. “They killed our’ sol. 
diers and now we're killing 
them,” shouted one soot-bláck- 
ened inan in answer to a for- 
eign journalist's query. } | nw. 
By noon. Colombo resembled, 
a city after a bombing “rald, 
Smoke obscured — the *: isum 
main roads were blocked 'by 
tyirntfout vehicles and * thou- 
sands of city workers, most|on 
foot, streamed back to. thelr 
homes to avoid the violente. + 
The rioting surged into the 
heart of the city. In area after | 
dbi NE rioters died 
atleally. E regiam 4 
SA eet ek utt ай 
occupied or empty, and looted 
and destroyed them. , А 
Police imposed зоте orde 
in. certain areas, іп one in- 
stance preventing the destruc- 
tlon of a Hindu temple — 
most Tamils are Hindus and 
most SInghalese Buddhist — 
but witnesses said police gener- 
ally made little effort to inter- 


vene. ; 

As the day ended, the riot- 
ing and looting tapered off. 
This seemed in some cases to 
be simply because of exhaus- 


tian. 

Tho soldiers killed In thé. 
ambush were to have been bur- i 
jed. with military honours jn 


Colombo but the arrival of the; 
; bodies was delayed, the govern. 


ment sald. : : 
‘public holldny has been | 
геа today because . the 


curfew might be геом 


officials said. 
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Colombo mobs 
on race hate 
rampage 


Ву ТАМ WARD in Singapore 
OTORISTS were dragged from their cars 
"Uto be stoned and beaten with, sticks 
. during facial violence in Colombo, the Sri 
Lanka capital, yesterday. Others were cut 
down with knives and axes. E 


Mobs of, Sinhalese youths':rampaged' through the 
streets, ransacking homes, shops and offices, looting 
as they sought out 


..them .ánd setting them ablaze, 


members : of "the Tamil 

‘ethnic minority. . 

"The terrifying racial back. 
lash 
terrorists who are seeking a 
separate Tamil ‘state .am- 
bushed and killed 15 govern- 
ment .troops outside .Ја па, 
in the north of the country, 
on Saturday night. . ; 


‘Reports -reaching . Colombo 


last might said ‘Government 
troops stationed іп the tradi- 
tional -northern "Tamil | areas 
went on revenge-seeking raids 
on Sunday, and unofficial esti- 


mates put'the death toll at over: 


100... e 


The Sri Lankan security 
authorities imposed an.all-night 
curfew ón Colombo' and several 
other towns on the island.- . 


Cyclist. set alight 


A Sri Lankan friend told me 
by telephone last night how he 
had watched horrified-earlier in 
the day s'a mob attacked а 
Tamil -: cyclist . riding near 
Colombo’s eve hospital, a few 
hundred yards-from the home 
of Junius Sayewardene, the’ 
nation’s .76-year-old . president. 


. The cyclist was hauled from 
his ‘bike, drenched with petrol 
and set alight. As hé тап 
screaming down the street the 
mob set ‘on him again and 
hacked him-down with’ jungle 
knives. . S UE EE 


came- after. Tamil 





à 1$ Army 


Violence first erupted іп 
Colombo оп: Sunday evening 
after Government attempts to 
carry out a quick burial of the - 
13 soldiers. ‘Grieving relatives 
demanded that ‘the bolies be 
returned to their home villags 
for private ceremonies. 
officers were under 
orders to conduct rapid services 
with full. military honours in 
the hope of averting a major 
public outcry, but thousands of 
agitated Sinhalese at Kanatte 
cemetary hurled rocks at the 
official burial party. 

The burial party was forced 
to gather up the bodies and 


withdraw to the safety of the 
capital’s army headquarters. A 
second burial attempt was 
planned for Jast night during 
curfew hours. e 
In announcing the 6 p.m. to 
a.m. curfew, the National 
Radio network in Sri Lanka said 
last night that anyone’ found 
violating tlie curfew would be 
shot ;on sight and the death 
penally would be imposed. on 
those found guilty of looting or 
committing acts of arson. - - 


Like a battlefield - 


Another eye-witness to much 
of yesterday's violence told me 
by telephone that the . streets 


after the curfew was imposed 
resembled a freshly abandonned 
battlefield. Bodies Jay across 
footpaths .and .on roadways. __ 

Most Tamil houses and shops 
from Colombo south along the 
main Galle Road to Mount 
Lavinia had been attacked and 
were burnt out shells. ` 

The home of a Tamil Mem- 
ber of Parliament, Mr Siva 
Sithamphram, who . represents 
the electroate of Nullur, in the 
north, was one o fthe first to 
be attacked and set alight. j 

In the centre of Colombo's 
business ` district, Maharaja's, 
one of the city's Jargest depart- 
ment stores, was ransacked and 


Throughout the early hours 
of the violence it was Clear that 
neither police пог defence 
forces had been given orders 
to re-establish control. . 

My friends reported how 
police and troops could be seen 
«ОП street corners watching the 
lawlessness spread. At one point 
several army vehicles. drove 
through the City packed with 
troops who shouted encourage- 
ment to the rioters. 

When the fire brigade 
attempted to answer calls, mobs 
stone their vehicles and 
threatened crews until they 
returned to their stations 


пн ш те сул oe Te 


JOHN CUNNINGHAM assesses the enmity betw 


which is driving the Government towards mart 


een Tamil and Sinhalese 


ial law. 


Sri Lanka’s serendipity | 
turns to bloodbath © 


UNDER a pall of mass kill- 
ings, looted shops, vandalised 
‘property. and burned-out 
vehicles, Sri Lanka’s worst 
fear lies exposed: the con- 
flict between the Tamil 
seperatists and the Sinhalese 
majority is now of the scale 
where island-wide terrorism 
and martial law are in view. 


As if in a grisly fulfilment 
of President Jayawardene’s 
no doubt rhetorical vow to 
eliminate the Tamil sepera- 
tists, 35 of them were mur- 
dered in a Colombo gaol by 
other prisoners. The govern- 
ment’s announcement yester- 
day of this mass killing, 
coming after the weekend 
killing of 13 Sinhalese sol- 
diers in a Tamil ambush, is 
additional confirmation ‘that 


racial emnity. is beyond the | 


bounds of any easy reconcilia- 
tion, à 


Sri Lanka's drift from ser- 
endipity towards a racial war 
seems inexorable in the face 


of the President's inability to 


offer the Tamil community 
concessions sufficient to re. 


Store a social and economic 
status which they allege is 
being cut away by the Sinha- 
lese, who outnumber them by 
four to one in a populatión 
of 15 million. 


The island, with its Budd- 

х hist culture intact but with 
its tolerance sundered, is get- 

.ting used to violence: there 
were 30 deaths following the 

1977 elections. These brought 


President Jayawardene's 
United National Party 
(UNP) overwhelmingly too 


power. Unconfirmed reports 
suggest that more than 60 
deaths: (not counting the 
gaol killings) have occurred 
in the last few days. 


The scale and extent of 
violence has escalated as the 


76-year-old ^ president has 
brought in measures which 
show that the terrorist 


groups, who have long out- 
flanked their parliamentary 
arm, the Tamil United Libe- 
ration Front (TUFF), are 
now causing the government 
to veer towards martial law. 
In the last week, the state of 


emergency has been 
extended. A partial curfew 
covers the island, press cen- 
sorship covering guerrilla 
activities has been brought 
in, and university leaders 
have been removed in a bid 
to clamp student unrest. 


For the last six weeks, the 
terrorists have rekindled the 
campaign іп their stronghold, 
the northern province of 
Jafna. They wrecked local 
elections, ‘sabotaged railway 
lines, and attacked state-run 
buses. Citing the cumulative 
total of casualties of terrorist 
action in the last six years— 
it includes 37 police and nine 
politicians killed—Jayawar- 
dene last меех failed to get 
effective opposition support 


for planned anti-terrorist 
‘measures. : 

The largest ^ opposition 
party, TULF—it has 17 


seats—was not invited, and 
hs said it may quit parlia- 
ment. Indeed, the' opposition 
is numerically so small that 
Jayawardene, who last year 
used a referendum to get the 
life of the present parliament 


. extended by six years, is con- 
. Sidering some form of extra 


representation. ` 


This would help TULF, and 
the six-member. Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party, led by the 


. former prime minister, . Mrs 


"stressed this point, and its © 


Bandaranaike. But it ‘is ап 
offer that comes too late. For 
the thrust of the Tamil 
Struggle—to take a third of 
the territory and a fifth of 
its population, into a Tamil 
state—is well outside the 
feeble and lop-sided Colombo 
parliament, 


At most, a degree of re- 
gional autonomy fr the pro- 
vinces in the north and 
east—dry, lightly populated 
regions occupied principally 
by the Hindu Tamils—is 
likely to be offered by a 
government as a late response 
to violence. 


In a country as tiny and 


‘poor as Sri Lanka, the notion 


of a secessionist State is a 
non-starter in economic 
terms. the government has 


slow response is measured 
also by divisions .within the 
Tamil comumnity. Indeed, 
there are two historically dif- 
ferent communities. The new- 
est of them, less than 6 per 
cent of the population, were 
brought from India Бу the 
British to work оп tea 
plantations, mostly in the 
last century. а 


As a group, they are com- 
paratively docile compared 
with those Tamils living in 
the north, who have a far 


older stake in the country 
and who, indged, had a king- : 


dom separate from the Sinha- 


lese when the first . 
Europeans arrived. These 


Tamil nationalists claim that 
the equal citizenship which 
the two communities enjoyed 
under the British has deter- 
iorated since independence to 
their disadvantage. 


‘If there is an element of 
over-elaboration in their 
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claim for an enclave state— 
reinforcing links with Tamil 
Nadu in South India — it is 
a measure of how far they 


feel they have fallen behind. 
Tamils see discrimination by 
the Buddhist majority in the 
relegation of their language 
to a secondary role, the re- 
Striction of Tamil university 
admissions, a reduction in 
'their numbers in government 
service. They resent also Sin- 
halese settling in areas tradi- 
tionally regarded as theirs, 
and they allege economic 
neglect of their parts of Sri 
Lanka. 


The northern Tamils — 
the most militant — have 
„also argued the case for the 
plantation workers, whose 
. servitude is such that they 
have had little to say them- 
selves about their exploi- 
tation as an underpaid labour 
force, long denied political 
freedoms and social rights. 


It is an historic quarrel, 
but it cannot be written off 


as such any longer. The 
present violent expression of 
the imbalances in a tiny 


society are happening as the 
developed West and the de- 
velopiag Third World are 
beginning to offer economic 
lifelines to Sri Lanka. 

It is not just that tourism 


_ is transforming the west and 


south of the island—the Sin- 
halese areas—but for the 
first time, the small, labour- 
intensive high-producing 
Asian states—particularly 
Singapore and Hong Kong— 
are considering investment in 
Sri Lanka. It 15 still massi- 
vely in the grip of agricul- 
ture, but Singaporean 
businessmen would like to 
see electronics equipment 
assembled, if not manufac- 


tured there by a first-gener- 
industrialised 


ation 
workforce. 
That 


as the country 
city for violence, 
when the 
notion of Eelam—the ancient 
name for the Tamil kingdom 
іп pre-colonial times—is re- 
vived. The federalism which 
might save the day is a late 
entry. 


Britons 
trapped 
in their 
hotels 


BRITISH holidaymakers re- 
turning home from Sri 
Lanka yesterday described 


how they were " imprisoned " 
in their hotels. during the 
riots in Colombo, and their 
advice to anyone planning to 
go there was to change their 
plans, 

The holidaymakers were on 
the first flight into Britain 
since the violence broke out 
between groups of Tamils 
and Singhalese early on Mon- 
day. А businessman. Mr lan 
Ritchie, from — Winchester, 
who has been ín Colombo 
since Sunday, was on the Air 
Lanka flight to Gatwick 

He said: “Gangs were’ 
roaming the streets setting 
buildings on fire and there 
were thick clouds of smoke, 
everywhere." ` 
.A “stay away” warning. 
‘came officially from the Bri- 
tish High Commission in Col- 
ombo., A spokesman said that 
tourists should not go to the 


Jdslłand for at least two or 
‘three days. 
The 2,000 British tourists 


dnd 500 British residents in 
Sri Lanka were not directly 
tivolved in the disturbances 
and looting which followed, 
but they were confined to. 
thelr hotels for 24 hours? 
while police restored peace. 

А businessman who | 
brought his family into Col- 
ombo for a holiday said: "I 
saw buildings and — shops 
being set on fire, and gangs 
were also looting tbe shops 
and overturning cars, 

“They were stopping 
buses, pulling people of 
them and really laying into 
them.” 

Some English 
lost everything 
hotel was 


people had 
when their 
set on fire. 


much-needed ‘boost 
will slip if stability goes. It 
begins to sound unreal, even, 
é surprises 
itself with its intense capa- 
similarly 
equally-unreal 


Decades of racial 





bloodshed behind 


мее ө] e 

Sri Lanka killings 
Ry IAN WARD in Singapore ) 

(COMMUNAL violence between Sri Lanka's 


Sinhalese majority and Tamil minority 
reached new levels of brutality during 


yesterday’s clashes. 


Strict censorship has been 
imposed on all news relating 
to the Tamil separatist 
roblem. 

President Junius Jayewar- 
ene has so far released few 
etails on the extent of the 
island-wide racial clashes 
nd their tragic toll. 


Sources in Colombo say that 
here was no question that the 
current bloodshed .would sur. 
ass the Sinhalese-Tamil clashes 
in 1957, 1958, 1961, 1965 and 


with each instance of 
violence going, back 
nearly three decades, yester- 
day’s` outburst seems to have 
been just as inevitable. 


Sinhalese army 


When I spoke to President 
Jayewardene, 76, in Colombo 
more than two weeks ago he 
explained what he regarded 
then as the awesome threat of 
violence hanging over him. 


He mentioned the delicacy of 


his political position as he 
attempted to hold the two tradi- 
tionally belligerent ethnic 


groups back from the edge of 
all-out confrontation. : 

The predominently Sinhalese 
army was despondent because 
he: had held them from moving 
against the Tamils in the North, 
he said. - 

The President claimed he was 
being accused by the hardliners 
of being “too good" to the 
Tamils. 


Torture claims | 


At the same time he was 
smarting under the recently re- 
leased Amnesty International 
report which accused the Gov- 
ernment of torture, detention 
without trial and other crimes 
against human rights in the 
struggle against the. Tamil 
terrorists in the north. 

-Those who launched into an 
attack of the Sri Lankan Gov- 
ernmént because of its treat- 
ment of terrorists had no idea 
of the 'ràzóredge balancing 
needed on his part to keep the 
nation from wholesale blood- 
shed, he said. : 

The President said that in 
the ‘south the Sinhalese “are 
waiting to revolt. We are hold- 
ing them back with great 
difficulty." . 
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Genocide threat 


President Javewardene then 
went on to relate to me how 
he had. two days previously, 
held talks with a Tamil United 
Liberation Front leader. He 
confided that the politician had 
told him: “If it wasn’t for you 
there'd be genocide in Sri 
Lanka.” 8 


Later in our discussion, I 
asked the president about the 
likelihood of the Sinhalese in 
the south attacking the Tamils 
as a result of a lead given by 
more forceful action on the 
army's part in the north. 

"'The more you put pressure 
there (in the north) the hap- 
pier thev (the Sinhalese) will 
be here," he replied. Then he 
added: “ Really, if І starve the 
Tamils out, the Sinhalese will 
be happy.” 





‘INDIANS SAFE’ 
Protection assured 


Our New Delhi Correspond- 
ent writes: Мг . Bernard 
Tilakaratne. Sri Lanka's High 
Commissioner in New Delhi 
yesterday that no Indian would 
be affected. by the new regula- 
tions in the island. 


He said that his government. 
had taken all precautions to 
ensure that Indian | citizens 
would not be harmed. 


Fears in Britain 


Our DIPLOMATIC CORRESPON- 
DENT writes: The steady flow of 
news of killings and arson in 
Sri Lanka has produced a mood 
of “tension and apprehension ” 
among Britain's 25,000-strong 
Tamil community, a leading 
member of the community, Dr 
Niththyyananthan,. said yester- 
dav. 


Like a battlefield 


Another eye-witness to much 
of yesterday's violence told me 
by telephone that the streets 
after the curfew was imposed 
resembled a freshly abandoned 
battlefield. Bodies lay across 
footpaths and on roadways. 

Most Tamil houses and shops 
from Colombo south along the 
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main Galle Road іо Mount 
Lavinia had bcen attacked and : 
were burnt out shells. 

The home of a Tamil Mem- 
ber of Parliament, Mr Siva 
Sithamphram, who represents 
the electroate of. Nullur, in thc 
north, was one of the first to 
be attacked and set alight. 

In the centre of Colombo's 
business district, Maharaja’s, 
one of the city’s largest depart- 
ment stores, was ransacked and 
set ablaze. 

Throughout the early hours 
of the violence it was clear that 
neither police nor defence 
forces had been given orders 
to re-establish control. 

My friends reported how 
police and troops could be seen 
on street corner$ watching the 
lawlessness spread. At one point 
several army vehicles drove 
through the city packed with 
troops who shouted encouragc- 
ment to the rioters. 

When the fire brigade 
attempted to answer calls, mobs 
stoned their vehicles and 
threatened crews until they 
returned to their stations. ` 


COLOMBO 
VIOLENCE 
RENEWED 


IAN WARD in Colombo 


RENEWED racial 

violence erupted іп 
various sectors of Colombo 
yesterday only hours after 
President Jayewardene 
had delivered a blunt 
public rejection of Tamil 
demands for a separate 
state. 


Sinhalese mobs, seemingly 
encouraged by the 76-year-old 
president’s hard-line remarks 
on nationwide radio and tele- 
vision, went on the rampage 
again, ransacking Tamil homes 


and businesses, setting them 
ablaze, and attacking the 


occupants. 
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Tamil prisoners | 
die in rampage | 


From a Correspondent 
THIRTY-FIVE Tamils de- 
tained under Sri Lanka’s Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act 
were murdered on Monday 
night when several hundred 
Singhalese prisoners went on 
the rampage at Welikada 
gaol four miles north of the 
capital, Colombo. 

A Ministry of Justice com- 
muniaue issued in Colombo 
yesterday afternoon said that 
the assault took place in de- 
fiance of prison officers. A 
magisterial inquiry will be 
held. 

Among those killed was 
Selva Rajah Yogachandran, a 
prominent politician also 


known as Kutpimani. Yoga- ' 


*handran was nominated to 
зе a member of Sri Lanka's 
darliament by the Tamil 
United Liberation Front, but 
was never able to take his 
seat. He had been sentenced 
to death for killing a police- 


man and was awaiting trial 
on charges of killing another 
police officer. 

Colombo, under a daylong 
curfew, was mostly quiet as 
troops and police armed with 
automatic rifles patrolled 
Streets littered with burnt 
out hulks of automobiles, 
buses and motor cycles, the 
debris of Monday’s attacks on 
the Tamil minority by Sing- 
halese, who comprise about 
70 per cent of the island’s 
population. 

Fires burning through the 
night cast an crange glow 
over the city centre and late 
yesterday afternoon a few 
plumes of smoke still rose 
over the city. 


A government communiqué 


reported that some deaths 
had occurred during riots in 
Jaffna, where 13 government 
Soldiers were killed in an 
ambush by Tamil separatists 
on Saturday night. The viol- 
ence around Colombo has 
been retaliation directed 
against Tamils and their pro- 
perty. 

Hundreds of shops lay in 
ruins yesterday as clean-up 
operations began. The looting 
spree which lasted through- 
out Monday seems to be 
under control after several 


looters were shot by police 
and soldiers. All looters are 
liable to be shot on sight. 
The government yesterday 
extended the curfew in 
urban centres to cover the 
whole country. Official 
sources said the extension 


was aimed at preventing mis- 
chief makers going from 
trouble-free areas to join the 
rioting. 3 

The curfew is to be lifted 
at 5 am today but will be re- 
imposed on the whole cpun- 
try tonight at 6 pm. 

Police stations were empow- 
ered to issue curfew passes 
to facilitate essential traffic. 
Some flights were reported to 
be operating, though train 
and bus services in^ Colombo 
have been suspended. 

The government said some 
20,000 Tamils had been made 
homeless by the communal 
rioting. 


The Prime Minister, Mr 
Ranasinghe Premadasa, set 
up a committee to provide 
food and medical facilities to 
the refugees, who will be 
housed in six centres. 

No overall death toll has 
been announced, but figures: 
given by the government show 
that more than 50 people 
have died. 

An official of the British 
High Commission said yester- 
day afternoon that all British 
nationals were believed to be 
safe, but were being advised 
to stay off the streets. | 

An Indian High. Commis- 
sion official confirmed that а 
few Indian embassy , St? 
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were slightly injured when a . 
crowd attacked their car cn 
Tuesday evening. The official 
also said that one Indian dip- 
lomatic residence nad been 
damaged. 

Mr Bernard  Tilakaratna, 
Sri Lanka's High Commis- 
sioner in Delhi, was called to 
the External Affairs Ministry 
yesterday. to be told of 
India's distress at the inci- 
dents. 

A diplomatic row between 
India and Sri Lanka blew up 
last week after New Delhi 
expressed concern over mea- 
sures taken to protect Indian 


citizens against _ separatist 
violence in the Jaffna dis. 
trict. 








Sri Lanka Imposes National Curfew 


After Rioting, Massacre of Prisoners 


Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — The 
Sri Lankan government deployed 
heavily armed troops around the 
capital of Colombo on Tuesday 
and put the entire nation under a 
24-hour curfew in an attempt to 
Stop sectarian rioting. Unofficial 
estimates said 100 people had been 
killed since the weekend. 

Hundreds of inmates at the We- 
likada maximum security prison in 
Colombo defied orders from prison 
authorities Monday and broke into 
a ward housing members of the 
Tamil minority, including convict- 
ed separatist guerrillas. The rioters 
massacred 37 of the Tamils, raising 
the death toll to 57, the government 
said Tuesday. 

The Ministry of Infotmation 
said a magisterial inquiry was being 
made about the killings. 

The massacre happened amid 
widespread looting, rioting and ar- 
son in the capital that followed the 
ambush and killing of 13 govern- 
ment soldiers Saturday in the 
northern province of Jaffna where 
separatist rebels are fighting the 
central government. : 

A government spokesman said 
Tuesday, “The situation has im- 
proved considerably today al- 


though there have been some new. 


incidents reported." He declined to 
be identified. — ' 


The riots began Sunday night as' 


mobs sought revenge for the am- 
bush in the city of Jaffna, reported- 
ly carried out by Tamil guerrillas 
demanding a separate state. 

Roughly 80 percent of Sri Lan- 
ka's 15 million people are Buddhist 
Sinhalese, with the remainder Hin- 
du Tamils originally from southern 
India. The Tamils have long com- 
plained of discrimination in Sri 
Lanka. 


The Sri Lankan government had. 


no immediate reaction to a report^ nantly Tamil areas of Colombo. 


in New Delhi in which the United 
News of India news agency quoted 
what it called reliable sources in 
Madras, capital of southern India’s 
Tamil Nadu state, as saying Sri 
Lankan Army personnel were re- 
sponsible for an additional 18 kill- 
ings in Tamil districts in retailia- 
tion for the ambush at Jaffna. 

Sri Lankan authorities said the 
violence which crippled the city 
and parts of its suburbs on Monday 
appeared to be subsiding as the 
streets were cleared. 


A few new fires were set Tues- 
day, but they appeared to be much 
less serious than at the height of the 
rioting, when mobs looted and 
burned hundreds of homes and 
businesses, using gasoline siphoned 
from cars. 


Besides the curfew, the govern- 
ment ordered strict censorship of 
domestic news media. The govern- 
ment-controlled Daily News print- 
ed a single edition on Monday, 
while other newspapers were un: 
able to publish. 


In New Delhi, an official of the 
Sri Lankan High Commission said 
Tuesday that homes of some mem- 
bers of the Indian diplomatic staff 
were attacked Monday in predomi- 


Bernard Tilakaratna, the Sri Lan- 
kan high commissioner, expressed 
deep regret. 

A diplomatic dispute between 
India and Sri Lanka arose last week 
after New Delhi expressed concern 
over measures taken to combat sep- 
aratist guerrilla violence in the Jaff- 
na district. 


Sri Lanka’s foreign minister, 
Shahul Hameed, said in Parliament 
last week that he had told India it 
was interfering in the internal af- 
fairs of Sri Lanka. 


India’s prime minister, Indira 
Gandhi, sought to ease the tension 
when she told a news conference 
this weekend: “We are against any 
secessionist movement in any sov- 
ereign country. India ... does not 
want-to interfere in the internal 
affairs of any other country.” 
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Sri Lanka violence hits 
Indian diplomats? homes 


By BERNARD MELUNSKI 
Reuier 

NEW DELHI — Homes of 
seme Indian diplomatic staff 
have been attacked in the Sr? 
Lankan capital of Colombo 
where communal violence has 
been spreading, a Sri Lankan 
High Commission official said 
Tuesday. 

He said the M houses, in 
predominently Tamil areas, were 
attacked Monday. No one was 
injured. 

‘Bernard — Tilakaratna, Sri 
Lankan High Commissioner in 
Dehli, was cailed to the External 
Affairs Ministry Monday to be 
told of India's distress over the 
incidents. 

The Sci Lankan official said 
the High Commissioner express- 
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ed deep. regret and assured India 
"hat Sri Lanka was taking all 
possible steps to ensure the safety 
of premises and personnel of the 
Indian di plomatic mission. 

Guerrillas in Sri Lanka are 
campaigning for a separate state 
for’ Tamils, whose ancestors 
Originally came from southern 
India, 

Communal rioting бегеп 
Sinhalese ‘and minority Tamils 
erupted after 13 soldiers were 
killed by guerrillas in Jaffna 
district last Enid) 

^ diplomatic row broke out 


between. India and Sri Lanka' 


before the latest clashes and the 
attacks on Indian diplomatic 


` residences, 


Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 


Shahul Hameed said in Parlia- 





ment last week he had told India 
it was interfering in the internal 


affairs of the island and that it - 


coud ‘Gamage relations between. 
the two countries, ` 

An indian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman denied India was in- 
terfering. 


Indian Prime Minister Indira. 


Gandhi sought to salm the row 
when she told a news conference 
at the weekend: We are against 
any secessionist movement in any 


sovereign country. India . . does: 
not want to interfere in the. inter- 


nal Affairs or any other coun; 
uy" 

Political Parties in the south 
Indian state of Tamil Маан. 
home of the Tamil people, mean- 
while expressed concern over үе 
Sri Lankan violence. 







High Commission ‘set alight? @ Colombo still 


under curfew 6 Tamils are hidden 
as looters strike 





Sri Lanka violence 
spreads to Kandy 
and Trincomalee 


From our Correspondent 
in Colombo 


Communal rioting spread 
last night to the city of Kandy, 
.72 miles north-east of Colombo, 
according to highly placed Gov- 
ernment. officials here. The 
officials. also stated that an 
“ugly situation” existed in the 
city of Trincomalee, 160 miles 
from the capital. 


No official word on casualties 
in Colombo or from up-country 
is available, but damage to pro- 
perty in Colombo alone will 
run into millions of pounds. 

The 39-hour curfew imposed 
on Monday afternoon was re- 


laxed for 114 hours yesterdav. 


Thousands of people thronged 
food stores and other shops in 
‘search of essential commod- 
ities. Petrol stations which 
were not looted by rioters bent 
on arson have long queues of 
motorists. 

A major effort to clear the 
city streets was undertaken 
. during eurfew hours on Tues- 
day night. Nearly all the 


‘President Jayawardene : ‘pattern of organisation’ 









India 

protests 
against 
attacks 


From Ajoy Bose 
in New Delhi 


Parliament expressed unani- 
mous concern yesterday" at 
attacks on the Tamil popula- 
tion and Indian nationals in 
Sri Lanka in this week's racial 
riots. In Madras, a strike was 
called, 

In the Lower House yester- 
day the Foreign Minister Mr 
Narsimha Rao, said that the 
Government had “strongly 
protested to the Sri Lankan 
Government." ү 

The minister said that the 
Indian, Overseas bank in Col- 
ombo was reported to have 
been burned down, and said 
that there were also reports of 
the building which houses the 
Indian High Commission being 
set on fire һу  anti-Indian 
rioters. 

Assuring agitated members 
of the House the Government. 
would take adequate steps to 
protect the life and property 
of Indian nationals in Sri 
Lanka, Mr Rao said that the 
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
had assured him on, Tuesday 
that the situation was being 
brought under control. 


The minister, however, 
feared that “ developments 
affecting the Tamil population 
in Sri Lanka may give rise to 
feelings on the Indian side and 
create situations of strain." 

Angry demonstrations were 
held in the South Indian stàte 
of Tamil Nadu to protest 
against the attacks on Tamils 
in Sri Lanka. Shops, schools, 
and offices remained closed in 
many parts of the state, 

The ruling ADMK Govern- 
ment has also condemned the 
violence against Tamil, and 
called for a state - wide strike 
on August 2 to protest against 
the riots. 






















EE 
burnt-out vehicles and other 
assorted debris were removed 
by the time the curfew was 
lifted yesterday morning. The 
curfew was  reimposed at 
4.30pm yesterday. 

City residents exchanged 
Stories at workplaces and res- 
taurants, most bringing similar 
tales of destruction and looting 
from various suburbs. One man 
described how he hid his 
Tamil neighbours under his 
bed as their flat across the 
hallway. was visited by succes- 
sive groups of looters. 

The government is establish- 
ing “саге and welfare centres 
for displaced persons" around 
the capital to. provide food and 
shelter for the 20,000 people it 
estimates have been affected 
by civil strife in Colombo 
alone. 





The official media in Sri 
Lanka has published little in- 
formation on the continuing 
disturbances. The official death- 
toll still stands at under 50, in- 
cluding 35 Tamil political 
“prisoners murdered in their 
cells on Monday afternoon. 
More details became available 
about the massacre of these 
prisoners during a magistrate's 
inquest held yesterday in Col- 
ombo. j 

Prison officials testified that 
prisoners convicted of purely 
criminal acts stormed the 
wings of the prison at Welik- 
ada where political prisoners 
were being held. 


According to a report in the 


Colombo Evening Observer, the: 


superintendent of the prison, 
Alexis Leo de Silva, testified 
that he heard a commotion 
from his office at about 2.15 
vm on Monday and went to in- 
vestigate. 

“From the lobby, I. heard 
the sound of objects on bodies 
and loud ‘ screams,” Mr De 
Silva is quoted as testifying. 
He said that he and other pri- 
son officials were helpless to 
prevent the killings. The pri- 
Soners used clubs and knives 
to do the killings, according to 
the report. | 

The Information Minister 
said yesterday that the wave of 
communal violence was spread- 
ing, and that an organised 
force was responsible for set- 
ting it off. Mr Anandatissa de 
Alwis told reporters: “Some 
organised force set this (viol- 
ence) in motion. We have to 
find out who it is." 


President Jayewardene and 
his Cabinet said in an earlier 
statement: “А pattern of 
organisation and planning has 
been noticed in the rioting and 
looting that took place.” 


Mr De Alwis said he had no 
information about disturbances 
іп the northern district of 
Jaffna, the base of a separatist 
guerrilla movement. Telephone 
links with Jaffna are not oper- 
ating. : 

С Не said that the way the 
violence was unleashed showed 
a: remarkable similarity -of 
action. Homes and businesses 
owned by ‘Tamils had - been 
selected for attack, and “it 
‘was not a haphazard _hit-and- 
run operation." . 

. The Information Minister 
added: “Those who did the 
.operation did not steal — the 
авн came behind them like 
scavengers." 

"Beneath the flare-up lies 
deep-rooted resentment among 
the minority Tamils that they, 
are being treated as second- 
‘class citizens. Tension between 
the majority Sinhalese and the 
Tamils, who number around 
25 million in an island of 
¿some 15 million people, has 
been a simmering problem for 
the Government. 

It has been fuelled over the 
past two months by increased 
activity by Tamil guerrillas 
fighting for a separate Tamil- 
speaking state in the North of 
the island. 

. Guerrilla attacks on Govern- 
ment institutions and other tar- 
gets culminated in the 


weekend killing of 13 solders, 
sparking a wave of reprisals. 


Two years ago at ieast eight 
people were killed during simi- 
lar rioting, but the latest out- 
break has been the worst of its 
kind since independence from 
Britain. 
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Bengal 
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The Government has blamed 
a guerrilla group called Libe- 
ration Tigers of Tamil Eelam, 
which was banned four years 
ago. Their main targets. have 
been railway stations, Govern- 
ment buildings, and buses. 





More Are Slain as Sri Lankan Rioting 
Spreads From Capital to Central Hills 


Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sec- 
tarian violence spread, from Sri 
Lanka's capital to the central hills, 
the government said Wednesday, . 
raising the official death toll to 71 
and leaving dozens of buildings in 
Colombo wrecked and streets lit- 
tered with burnt-out cars. 

The government said the looting, 
burning and killing thàt began last 
weekend in Colombo had spread to 
the cities of Kandy and Gampola 
in the central hills. 

Unofficial estimates put .the 
number of persons killed at more 
than 100. 

In Kandy, 62 pyes (about, 100, 
iilométers)'northieast of Colombo, 
mobs burned and sacked at least 55 
stores owned by members of the 
"Tamil minority in attacks that be- 
p Tuesday night and continued 

` Wednesday. : 
. According to unconfirmed re- 
pos police shot and killed three 
looters in Kandy. : 


‘after the ‘Tamils learned that 35 


Meanwhile, prison guards in 
Jaffna, 240 miles north of Colom- 
bo, fired Wednesday on rioting 
Tamil prisoners, killing two Tamils 
and a Moslem, prison officials said. 

The Jaffna prison riot broke out 


Tamil inmates were massacred 
Monday by.Sirihalese prisoners at 
the maximum security Welikada 


prison in Colombo. 


Meanwhile, Colombo's chief 
magistrate ruled Wednesday that 


ѕ Tamil Hindu minority. They 
all the deaths Monday had been ы attacked after the nation's 
Fore Tamil prisoners, held under Sinhalese Buddhist аав 
the Prevention of Terrorism Ас, сате angered by а Tamil guerrilla 
reportedly were attacked by several ns : араа о w 
hundred Sinhalese inmates wield- п à . 
ing spikes, clubs and iron rods  — lntheworst-hit central Colombo 
ripped from the prison walls. area, normally a bustling bazaar, 
‚ A few fresh fires broke out rows of shops were set ablaze. 


Wednesday in Colombo and loot- 
ing continued while a 24-hour cur- 
few imposed after the rioting start- 


: ed on Monday was relaxed during 
. business hours to give people a 
chance to: buy food. 


The cabinet decided Wednesday 


to call out the militia immediately 
to assist the army and police in 
maintaining law and order, the 
government announced. 


Around Colombo, more than 
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Minister of State Anandatissa de 
Alwis, emerging Wednesday from a 
cabinet meeting, said the violence. 


involved a “very well-planned and 
organized force.” 

He added: “The attacks on busi- 
ae and houses were not haphaz- 
ar ia 

He said the situation in the 
coastal city of Trincomalee, 250 
miles northeast of Colombo, was 
“very ugly" but gave no details. 


20,000 refugees were crammed into 
makeshift relief centers, including 


an airport hangar and five school . 


buildings, officials said. 
Most of the wrecked shops and 
houses were owned by the coun- 


Tourists crowded airline offices 


in an attempt to catch flights out of ` 
the country. For the first time since | 


the violence erupted Sunday on the 
island off India's southern coast, 
the Colombo airport operated at 
full capacity. j 


Schools remained closed through- 
out the country. 

President Junius R. Jayawardene 
and the cabinet issued a statement 
saying: “A pattern of organization 
апа planning has been noticed in 
the rioting and looting that took 
place.” 

Hostility between the Tamils 
fad the Sinhalese has been simmer- 
ing Since the nation’s independence 
from Britain 34 years ago, escalat- 
ing in 1975 when Sinhalese was’ 
declared the official language and a 
Tamil mayor in Jaffna was assassi- 
nated. 

Moderate Tamils, unlike the ex- 
tremists, do not advocate indepen- 


' 


, dence but fear losing the cultural 


identity they first brought to Sri 
Lanka from India in the early 
1900s to work on British rubber 
. plantations. 
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SRI LANKA: Armed forces 
condone mass murder 


The last few days 
has seen the worst 
ever level of com- 
munal violence in 
Sri Lanka with an 
enormous wave of 
attacks on the 
minority Tamil 


population in the 


country. 


Flames and dense 
smoke from the capital ci- 
ty of Colombo could 
reportedly be seen many 
miles away after the 
looting and burning of 
Tamil homes and stores 
by racist elements in the 
majority Sinhalese com- 
munity and horrific at- 
tacks оп individual 
Tamils. 

In the British House of 
Commons Labour MP 
Dave Nellist condemned 
the attacks, demanding a 
debate after a report in 
the Daily Telegraph a few 
weeks back had said that 
the government of JR 
Jayawardene had asked 
for Whitehall help in 





training his security 
forces. 
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Hill town 
scarred 
by orgy of 
violence 


From Michael Hamlyn 
Kandy 


AS with the USA in 
Central America, govern- 
ments of the advanced 
capitalist states are 
prepared to support reac- 
tionary, third world 
regimés to protect in- 
vestments which to them 
are more valuable than 
any lives or human rights. . 

President Jayawardene 
protests to the Western 
capitalist press that he has 
been “еаѕу going" in his 
treatment of the oppress- 
ed Tamil minority. But 
there is little doubt that 
his ,góvernment is 
prepared to tolerate such 
violent attacks. 

Firstly, they can be us- 
ed to ‘‘divide and гше” 
the masses in this very 
poor country, à trick well 
learned from Sri Lanka's 
former British colonisers. 
Secondly they welcome 
the smokescreen of a 
*Tamil'threat" to build up 
the state's repressive 
forces, although they pro- 
bably want to keep the 
pogrom within certain 
limits to stop the com- 
plete break up of Sri 
Lanka. 

The government, in 
line with past dictatorial 
practices, imposed a 15 
hour curfew and called up 
reserve forces and police. 


inside empty. Its presence was 
evidence that the orgy of 
destruction was not without its 
motive of profit. 

The town which lies at the 
centre of the tea and rubber 
plantations of the central 
highland area of Sri Lanka has 
witnessed rioting and fire 
bombing against Tamil-owned 
homes and businesses for the 
past four nights. 

And the presence ofthe rows 
of burnt-out shops and of the 


But bs y The Guar- 
dian reported that police 
units were not sent in un- 
til well after the rioting 
started and were very late in 
stemming the arson and 
looting. 

They delayed their threat 
to ‘‘shoot without warning" 


'cuse 


until after large sections of 
the Tamil community had 
fled. In fact the Daily 
Telegraph claimed that 
several army vehicles pack- 
ed with troops drove through 
Colombo inciting the rioters 
with loud shouts of 
encouragement. 

In a later incident, an 
estimated 31 Tamils were 
killed by Sinhalese fellow 
prisoners in a jail riot. 

The violence has been 
growing for some months as 
the police and the army have 
stepped up the harrassment 
of Tamils in the North. A 
recently released Amnesty 
International report con- 
demned the torture, deten- 
tion without trial and other 
breaches of human rights 


caused by the government. 

It has been alleged that 
three Tamil girls were kid- 
napped b^ security forces in 
the biggest Tamil city, Jaff- 
na. One girl was allegedly 
raped and subsequently 
committed suicide. As 
revenge Tamil guerillas kill- 
ed 15 soldiers on Saturday 23 
July. This was just the ex- 


The testimony of similar 
outrages in the villages in the 
Steep-sided hills and dense 
green country around Kandy 
reinforces that impression. 
According to Mr T P F de Silva 
the district inspector-general of 
police of Sri Lanka’s central 
range, the other towns under 
his jurisdiction which have 
suffered are Gampola and 
Nawalapitiya. The latter is in 
“a pretty bad state", he said. 

Things have still not quie- 


the Sinhalese 
chauvinists needed for their 
dreadful pogrom. 

In his Commons speech 
Dave Nellist outlined the 
history of the would-be dic- 
tator Jayawardene, whom 
British and US imperialism 
had decided they needed and 
supported. He stressed that 
he did not support the in- 
dividual terrorist methods of 
the Tamil guerillas and that 
the most pressing need was 
to build unity of the 
Sinhalese and Tamil workers 
and other oppressed people 


around the basis of a 
socialist campaign. 

The world capitalist crisis 
is having a dire impact on the 
poorest and most 
underdeveloped countries in 
the world. The desperate 
protectors of capitalism in 
these areas are relying on in- 
creasingly brutal methods to 
maintain their rule. 

The bosses governments 
of the west have few scruples 
about supporting the 
bloodiest regimes. 

Workers in Britain must 
show their opposition to this 
blatant butchery by That- 
cher's vicious co-thinkers in 
Sri Lanka. 


*We usually expect what we 
call the soda-bottle effect in 
these things,” he said. “A 
sudden foaming-up and then 
going flat but that hasn't 
happened yet. We relaxed the 
curfew yesterday which had 
previously been on for 24 
hours. But we had to reimpose 
it quickly when we found 
miscreants were present in the 
crowd, and a car was set on 
fire." 


The inspector- general also 
described a Sinhalese attack on 
an area of mixed plantations 
near Kandy which went badly 
wrong for the attackers. The 
Tamil plantation workers coun- 
ter-attacked and in the course 


6,000 Tamils in five temporary 
camps shows that the com- 
munal terror which has been 
unleashed in Sri Lanka is much 
more widespread than at first 
reported. 


tened down in the area. On 
'Thursday night houses in a 
smart suburb were firebombed, 
some for the second time, 
according to Mr de Silva. 


Iz an alley behind Colombo 
Sureet in the bustling heart of 
Mandy yesterday lay an office 
забе, rolled on to its back, 
*« doors twisted open, its 









Death of a street: 


of the ensuing battle an 18- 
, year-old Sinhalese was killed. 

. Three bus loads of Tamil 
workers fearing still worse 
reprisals later arrived in Kandy. 


All that remained of a once-peaceful Colombo shopping centre after a night of rioting. 





refugee camps seeking asylum. 
The police say that there have 
been only three other deaths 


range. Two unidentified bodies 
werefished from the artificial 
lake in the centre of Kandy and 


He body, which had been cut 
and chopped. was evidently 
thrown from a train. 


registeed 
distrubances 


in the course of 
in the central 


Tamil youths set on 


30 feared 


fire. 


dead in 


Colombo hysteria 


From Michael Hamlyn, Colombo 


As many as 30 people may 
have died in Colombo yesterday 
in a day. of panic and hysteria in 
the capital. According to 


government spokesmen, 15 of 


these were looters shot dead by 
security forces. : 
The hysteria began early. in 
the morning when reports that 
Tamil terrorists, the Kotiya or 
Tigers, were infiltrating the 
capital bent on revenge for the 
violence and destruction di- 


rected all week at Tamil-owned | 


homes and businesses. 

The only genuine terrorist 
incident of the day, however, 
happened in the Pettah market 


area where:a bomb was thrown 
at an army patrol. In the 
ensuing firing two people were 


‘killed and a soldier accidentally | 


shot himself. х 

A government official said 
` yesterday that 12 Tamils had 
been . arrested as suspected 
terrorists. He also confirmed 
that nine Tamil youths had 
been burnt to death in an 
incident at Colombo's Fort 
railway station. 


According to the police, the 
youths had begun to run away 


when a yound man was found ` 


with a handgun and detonatérs. 


a third body was found on a 
railway line close to the town. 


- They were pursued by a crowd 


who caught them, beat them 
and set fire to them. 
Nine of the youths died of 


‘burns and a tenth survived and 


was arrested, the police said. 
Outside the capital on roads 

leading into the interior of the 

island, gangs of young men 


. stopped vehicles in every village 


for a radius of 15 miles. 
Brandishing clubs and knives, 
they checked vehicles for the 
presence of Tamils. Several 
vehicles were set on fire bythe 
side of the road. . `- 2 
- On a iourney from Kandy to 


Colombo, the car in which I was 
travelling was stopped eight 
times by large and occasionally 
hostile crowds. 

Refugees from the 10 Tamil 
camps in Colombo began to be 
repatriated to the north of the 
island yesterday. The cargo ship 
Merc Serendip was chartered by 
the Government and left with 
350 passengers оп board. 
Evacuations to the north are 
expected to continue.: 

Mr Narasimha Rao, the 
Indian Foreign Minister, had a 
series of meetings yesterday 


‚ with President Jayewardene : 
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Blood is running in the 








streets of Serendipity 








The Associated Press 





Smouldering hate: the body of a murdered Tamil burns in Colombo. The official death toll is 100 but 
other reports put it much higher 





Anthony Mascarenhas flees for 


his life in 


GASWORKS STREET, which 
runs through the Petah, Colom- 
bo's wholesale food and dry- 
goods arca, is noted for two 
things: the gas company’s 
towering gas-holder, and. the 
public lavatory which, despite 
the stench, is anxiously sought 
out by passengers arriving at the 
nearby long-distance coach 
Station. 

Because of the countrywide 
dusk-to-dawn curfew, there 
were few passengers arriving on 
Friday morning. And since 
most of the shops in the Petah 
market had been looted and 
gutted by fire earlier in the 
week, because they were owned 
by Tamils, the lavatory was 
unoccupied. 

At about 10 am - so I was 
told by half a dozen eye-wit- 
nesses - à young boy walked in 
and discovered a man quietly 
changjag into what looked like a 
navai uniform. In the climate of 
suspicion that hangs over this: 
lovely island - which glories in 
1s ancient name, Serendib, the 
home of Serendipity he 
concluded. the man was a 


Sri Lanka 


“Tamil Tiger", like one of the 
scven terrorists killed by a naval 
patrol the previous evening at 
the nearby Fort railway station 
while allegedly attempting to 
plant explosive devices in a 
passenger train. 

The boy ran out and raised 
the alarm. There is some 
confusion about what happened 
next. But the fact is that some 
soldiers went in and brought the 
man out, Then the crowd, 
which instantly materialises on 
such occasions, doused him 
with kerosene and set him 
ablaze. 

I got there when the charred, 
naked body had been strung up 
by the boots from an electric 
pole outside the lavatory. A 


crowd of at least 1,000 people 


was. looking at it with curious 
fascination, from a distance of 
about ‘SOft. Young men with 
wooden clubs kept them away. 
Other men moved through the 
crowd, selling lozenges at a 
halfpenny apiece. ^ . 

The carnival atmosphere was 
broken by a loud explosion just 
out of sight, along the facade of 


gutted shops on the street. It 
was followed by rapid fire from 
light machine-guns. The crowd 
scattered as magically as it had 
collected. We all took refuge in 
the concrete crescent of the bus 
station. There was a lot of 
firing. Then word got around: 
the Tamil Tigers were trying to 
blow up the gas holder, which 
supplies the capital’s homes and 
hotels and power industry. 


Crack of 
exploding bullets 
Friends living across the city 
later told me they had got 
information about this "'terror- 
ist attempt" only minutes after I 
had heard it on the scene. 
Apparently, bush telegraph has 
gone electronic. But what may 


“have sparked the reports was 


of an admiral's 
which, like the 
persisent Dragonflies I have 
seen over the  Bogside in 
Londonderry, ' conveys the 
unmistakable message that 
something's amiss. 


Sri Lankan Commandos, the 
equivalent of our own SAS, and 


the arrival 
helicopter 


. trained by them, began arriving 


in Gasworks Street. About a 
dozen men, in camouflage dress 
and with light machine-guns at 
the ready. rapidly moved in to 


position behind the lavatory. 
There was a burst of clapping 
and cheering from the crowd. 

Then, clearly reassured by the 
commandos' presence, the on- 
lookers began to move forward. 
I went to the front of them. 
Nothing happened for about 10 
minutes and 1 could hear the 
men with lozenges once more 
trying to drum up business 
behind me. We should | have 
stayed in the concrete crescent. 

There was a sudden crackling 
in the second storey of the 
gutted building across, the road 
from me. It sounded like 
fireworks at first, but then there 
was a sudden cloud of smoke 
and the unmistakable crack of 
bullets exploding. Suddenly, 1 
felt like the bottom man in a 
scrummage as at least a dozen 
of us tried to shelter behind a 
wall. Then we all got up and 
fled back to the security of the 
concrete crescent. 

Meanwhile, the commandos 
were surrounding the area and 
firing into the building. Two 
small armoüred cars, only 
slightly less venomous than the 
Belfast "pigs" turned up. There 
was morc rapid firing. The 
helicopter kept a tight circle 
overhead. I managed to find a 
good observation platform on 
top of a bus, with two local 


Journalists. A loud hailer kept 
calling out something in Tamil 
- obviously a warning to 
surrender. One of the reporters 
turned to his friend: “you know 
Tamil? Then you tell us what 
they are saying.” The other man 
was clearly put out: “I don’t 
understand the damned lan- 
guage,” he retorted. 

The irritation was understan- 
'dable. Tamil has a dangerous 
sound in Colombo today. The 
hard fact is that by a calculated 
act of violence, a small group of 
Tamil terrorists - estimated to 
number at the most not more 
than 400 hardcore activists — 

"has virtually achieved © its 

. objecive of dividing this coun- 
try into two irreconcilable 

' camps: the Sinhalese and the 
Tamils. 

There are shades of Cyprus 

about the situation here. There 
‚ have been situations of serious 
Sinhalesc-Tamil rioting in the 
past' decade, but apparently 
there is no going back now. The 
ambush of a military patrol last 
Sunday in which 13 soldiers 
were killed near Jaffna, the 
main centre for Tamils in the 
north of the island, was the last 
straw for the armed forces. 

For more than three years 
they have been straining at the 
bit as their colleagues and 
policemen were gunned down 
by Tamil terrorists, and while 
President Junius Jayawardene, 


aged 76, tried to negotiate а. 


political settlement which took 
in the main grievances of the 
Tamils. Jayawardene was well 
disposed to do so. 

During his long years in 
opposition to the overbearing, 
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dynastic Bandaraike regime, he 
had shared humiliation, even 
hardship, with Appapillai Amri- 
_talingam, general secretary of 
the Tamil United Liberation 
Front. 


` President had 
a hopeless task: 


` When Jayawardene " was 
swept into office with .an 
overwhelming majority in the 
1977 general elections, Amrita- 
lingam. as leader of the second 





Sri | Lankan government 


in the south where India's own 





prime minister, Mrs 


sending an "evacuation army" 


Sri Lanka. 


on plantations and farms who 


went: to the island from 
southern India over many 
years. 


India is ready to airlift food 
stocké to the 
northern districts and has also 
offered emergency transport for 
any .of. the 50,000 Tamil 






centres who want to return to 
India. But western officials 
doukt whether this would be 
enough to assuage the restive 
population in India’s southern 
state of Tamil Nadu. 

Since the violence erupted on 
the island there have been daily 
demonstrations and attempted 
vandalism against Sri Lankan 
property in India. In one 
incident, a Sri Larikan student 
wassshot dead by three masked 
assailants in the Tamil Nadu 
capital, Madras.: A second 
student was taken to hospital 
with bullet wounds: 

The Tamil Nadu government 
ћаѕ соте to a virtual standstill 
in a six-day period of state-wide 
protest which is not due to end 
until Tuesday. 

Even if rescue attempts do go 
ahcad - and there are strict 
limitations on how the Indians 
might tackle this — there is great 
risk to Tamils moving across 
Sri Lanka in thc hope of such a 
rescue. Tamil -refugees in 
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largest party in Parliament (17 
members) became leader of the 
"opposition, In keeping with his 
policy of dharmishta - a 
righteous society - Jayawardene 
began а political dialogue with 
` Amritalingam and his group to 
redress the Tamil grievances. 

He made Tamil one of the 
State languages. He removed 
disadvantages suffered by the 
Tamils. under the previous 
government's policy of "stan- 
‘dardising education," a process 
of ‘positive discrimination. in 
favour of Sinhalese students. 

But Jayawardene had a 
hopeless task. The elections that 
had swept him into office had 
also been employed by Tamil 
separatists, particularly Amrita- 
.lingam’s party, as a a refer- 
endum on their demand for the 
creation of Ellm, a separate 
Tamil ‘state. The separatists 
won hands down in the 20 
Tamil. constituencies around 
Jaffna and obtained the man- 
date they wanted. : 

In these circumstances, every 
concession Jayawardene made 


Anger over 


BITTER hostility towards the 
is 
building up in India, especially 
Tamils are concentrated. The 
Indira 


Gandhi, is under pressure to 
lake decisive action, including 


to take distressed Tamils out of 
Although Sri Lanka's Tamils 


are mostly of local origin, there 
are tens. of thousands working 


island's cut-off 


refugees now in Colombo relief 





institutions 









by Mary Anne Weaver, 

New Delhi, and Tim 

McGirk and Simon 
Freeman in London 





Colombo have asked to be sent 
to the northern, predominantly 
Tamil, tip of the island. But 
according to one prominent 
Tamil exile in London, “if they 
leave Colombo by road there’s a 
chance they'll be slaughtered.” 

Tamil exiles accuse certain 
cabinet ministers of whipping 
up racial hatred to bolster 
support for President Junius 
Jayawardene's Sinhalese 
government. Now, they say, the 
persecution will be difficult to 
control. : 

Only one in every 100 Sri 
Lankan policemen is a Tamil. 
When security forces were 
ordered last week to protect 
Tamils in the seaport of 
Trimcomalee and other cities, 
they reportedly joined in the 
looting and burning. No disci- 
plinary measures have so far 
been imposed on the renegade 
servicemen. 


Jaywardene (known as 
“J.R.”), responded last week to 
the riots and killings by 


threatening to ban the Tamil 
political party unless ti stopped 
advocating a seperate Tamil 
state, 

A devout Buddhist Jaywar- 
dene, lives modestly and diets 
on nuts and milk. His political 
instincts are strong. Last Dec- 
ember, he held a referendum 
that effectively bypassed parlia- 
ment and succeeded in adding 
six years to his presidential 
term. 

As lawlessness and terrorism 
spread in recent months, the 
president banned bicycles - the 
islands main form of transport, 
- in all Tamil regions. This 


to the Tamils did not satisty the 
hardcore separatists hell-bent 
on tlie partition of Sri Lanka. 
And those, such as Amritalin- 
gam, who were trying for a 


political compromise within the ' 


unity of Sri Lanka, were 
increasingly isolated and looked 
down on as Uncle Toms. 

Last October's presidential 
election, when Amritalingam's 
‘party gave Jayawardene an 


: uncontested run, was the first 


important confrontation 
between Tamil extremists call- 
ing for a boycott and the 
moderates. In May, during the 
parliamentary by-elections and 
‘local government elections in 
Jaffna, the extremists, attacking 
so-called “collaborators,” 
caused widespread violence 
against Tamil candidates. 
Polling 
disaster. The extremists won. At 
the same time there was an 
upsurge in violence against 
troops, the police, governmental 
and government 
anks — all the hallmarks of 
classic terrorist provocative 


amil plight 


in Jaffna was a: 








forced more travellers into 
buses and cars, despite the. fac 
that the president had jus 
launched ,an  energy-conser 
vation campaign. 

Other aspects of the crack- 
down have been more drastic. 
Amnesty International has 
found dozens of cases where 
suspected Tamil terrorists were 
denied water and food for days, 
after which the security forces 
rammed nails coated with chilli 
powder up their nostrils. . 

The unrest threatens Sri 
Lanka’s booming tourist indus- 
try. More than 400,000 people 
including 35,000 Britons, 
visited the island last year. It is 
thought that 250 British holi- 
daymakers and 500 resident 
UK nationals are there now. . 

In London, where the Tamil 
separatist movement will now 
be centred following President 
Jayawardene's banning of it, 
spokesmen said last week that 
the only tactic left to them is 
guerrilla war. | 

It is this which is increasingly 
worrying to' India. 
` The despatch last week of 
India's foreign minister, P. V. 
Narasimha Rao, to Colombo is, 
therefore, a delicate undertak- 
ing. He will concentrate on 
assuring the Sri Lankan leaders 
that India will not intervene: 
Yet officials in New Delhi are 
convinced that the violence is 
in large part a result of Sri 
Lanka's army and police turn- 
ing a blind eye to anti-Tamil[ 
attacks. 

"The first task of Jayawar- 
dene," said one angry official 
yesterday, “is to control his own 
armed forces. From what we've 
seen it is the same, wanton 
killing that preceded Lebanon's 
war. And there, as may happen 
in Sri Lanka, private armics 
ultimately took over control." 































































tactics. The armed forces 
appeared to be in confusion, not 
least because of a low level of 
military intelligence: blame for 
this fell upon the president. 

Just as his predecessors had 
done, Jayawardene, on coming 
into office, had chosen his own 
‘team down to the base of the 
administrative pyramid. But 
intelligence officer, trained by 
the Israeli Mossad and the 
British M15 - so I am told - 
were transferred to incon- 
sequential: duties. They were 
replaced by others more trusted 
by Jayawardene and his party, 
but apparently less experienced. 
The inevitable result was that 
‘the Tamil Tigers gained the 
upper hand. 

The breaking point came last 
Sunday when the government- 
tried to bury the 13 soldiers 

killed in the terrorist. ambush in 
Jaffna in a single service in 

. Colombo's principal graveyard, 
instead of the normal practice 
of handing the bodies over to 
relatives for burial in their 
home villages, As a brave effort 


to dampen public emotion it 
totally misfired. 


For one thing, the families of 
the deceased were brought in 
from the districts for the 
ceremony. For another, the 
bodies somehow failed to arrive 
from Jaffna at the appointed 
time. As the delay increased,so 
did the anger of the crowd. 
Soon relatives were jumping 
into the graves saying they 
would be buried with their sons, 
husbands and brothers unless 
they were given the bodies to 
take-home for burial. 


A reliable eye-witness said a 
crowd of more than 5,000 
gathered at the cemetery, and 
the mood became ugly. The 
announcement that the funeral 
would have to be put back to 
the. next day brought a fresh 
outcry. The crowd began to 
stone the police and was in turn 
dispersed with tear gas . 


Shops attacked 
and burned 


As the people ran from the 
cemetery they began to attack 
several Tamil shops along the 


route. The Borella area which 
has a concentration of Tamil 
shop-owners was the worst hit. 

Throughout Monday, Tamil 
shops in the city were attacked 
and burned. Shop owners and 
assistants were asked to leave. 
The smart did. Those who 
resisted, perished with their 
property. It is not known how 
many people died this way. 

' Buses and cars were also 
stopped and their Tamil passen- 
gers beaten up. Cars were 
burned and strewn all over the 
city. , 

The army was moved in to 
quell the disturbances by noon 
that day, but apparently without 
result, Eye-witnesses say that 
troops seemed to turn a blind 
eye to what was going on. Next 
day. Tuesday, the looters took 
over, defying the curfew that 
had been imposed in the city, its 
two adjoining districts and the 
sacred hill city of Kandy. 

On Monday night, 35 Tamil 
extremists, - some convicted, 
others detained uner the Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act - were 
clubbed to death in Colombo's 
Welikada Jail, the country's 
maximum security prison. The 


government says it was the 
result of a jail riot. But gossip in 
the city, and there is no way of 
proving it, points the finger at 
irate soldiers. 

On Tuesday night, 130 men 
of the navy garrison in Trinco- 
malee, the major port on the 
east coast, broke open the 
armoury. They then entered the 
town, which has a mixed 
population of Sinhalese and 
Tamils, and shot up parts of it. 
Damage or the casualties 
remain unknown, but sources 
say the men only agreed to 
return to barracks the following 
mornng after they had received 
guarantees against disciplinary 
action. : 

By mid-week the trouble had 
spread all over the island and 
the government had to impose a 
24-hour curfew throughout the 
country. President Jayawardene 
on Thursday night broadcast an 
impassioned appeal to his 
people for a return to sanity. 


But disaster struck again on 
Friday morning. The incident 
on Gasworks Street fuelled fears 
that Colombo itself might blow 
up with the gas works. A new 
wave of anti-Tamil sentement ` 
flooded the city. : 


Affluent Tamils in Colombo, 
who had hidden to escape the 
mobs, were now singled out for 
attack. in their homes, which 
were looted and turned. People 
seemed to be on a Tamil- 
catching spree. 

In Hulstdorf. not far from 
where the country’s courts are. 
the body of a Tamil man whose 
throat had been cut was brought 
from somewhere by handcart 
and dumped in the middle of 
the road. Someone from among 
the crowd stopped a passing 
motorcycle. syphoned off some 
petrol, poured ij on the. body 
and set it alight. ` 

The head burned for some 
time and then the fire went out. 
The body was dragged further 
down the strect and tossed on to 
a tyre which was set alight. ft 
was still burning at 5pm when 
curfew was imposed. 

The government is now faced 
with the task of quelling the 
most serious and widesprcad 
outbreak of violence since the 
country became independent ii 
1948, without sparking off a 
further chain reaction of killing 
and'public rctaliation. 


` 


/ 
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Accorato 


a Palermo e nello Sri Lanka. «Preghiamo 


tondamentali 
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invito alla preghiera per le vittime della violenza in Libano, ad Orly, a Lisbona, 
perché dappertutto prevalgano il rispetto dei diritti 
dell'uomo e la ricerca di soluzioni pacifiche, respingendo ogni forma 


= La mia attenzione si Tv, 
volge, infine, alle tensioni e ai 
violenti scontri avvenuti пепо 
Sri Lanka, іта Singalesi е Ta- 
mulici. Dobbiamo pregare per- 
ché in quelle popolazioni. pre- 
valga lo spirito di comprensio- 
пе e di tolleranza, già projon- 
damente radicato melle loro 
stesse tradizioni religiose e 
culturali, nel rispetto dei fon- 


damentali principi di giustizia 
e di dignità di ogni uomo. 

I cristiani, anche se nom mu- 
merosi, non mancheranno cer- 
io di coniribuire, in maniera 
efficace, all'auspicata riconci- 
liazione, dando esempio di un 


vero dialogo, condizione essen- 


ziale per la pace sociale. 


Invochiamo dal Signore mi- 
sericordia per le vittime e con- 


solazione per le jamiglie 2oipi- 
te e afflitte da lutti e sofje- 
renze. 


Preghiamo perché dappertut- 
to prevalgano il rispetto per i 
diritti fondamentali dell'uomo 
e la ricerca di soluzioni pact- 
tiche; respingendo ogni forma 
di tentativo terroristico così 
come di rappresaglia. 


to dampen public emotion it 
totally misfired. 


For one thing, the families of 
the deceased were brought in 
from the districts for the 
ceremony. For another, the 
bodies somehow failed to arrive 
from Jaffna at the appointed 
time. As the delay increased,so 
did the anger òf the crowd. 
Soon relatives were jumping 
imto the graves saying they 
would be buried with their sons, 
husbands and brothers unless 

they were given the bodies to 
uke. home for burial. 


A | reliable eye-witness said a 
crowd of more than 5,000 
gathered at the cemetery, and 
the mood became ugly. The 
announcement that the funeral 
would have to be put back to 
the. next day brought a fresh 
outcry. The crowd began to 
stone the police and was in turn 
dispersed with tear gas. 


Shops attacked 
and burned 


As the people ran from the 
cemetery they began to attack 
several Tamil shops along the 


route. The Borella area which 
has a concentration of Tamil 
shop-owners was the worst hit. 

Throughout Monday, Tamil 
shops in the city were attacked 
and burned. Shop owners and 
assistants were asked to leave. 
The smart did. Those who 
resisted, perished with their 
property. It is not known how 
many people died this way. 

Buses and cars were also 
stopped and their Tamil passen- 
gers beaten up. Cars were 
burned and strewn all over the 
city. А 

The army was moved in to 
quell the disturbances by noon 
that day, but apparently without 
result. Eye-witnesses say that 
troops seemed to turn a blind 
eye to what was going on. Next 
day. Tuesday, the looters took 
over, defying the curfew that 
had been imposed in the city, its 
two adjoining districts and the 
sacred hill city of Kandy. 

On Monday night, 35 Tamil 
extremists, - some convicted, 
others detained uner the Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act - were 
clubbed to death in Colombo's 
Welikada ` Jail, the country’s 
maximum security prison. The 


government says. it was the 
result of a jail riot. But gossip in 
the city, and there is no way of 


proving it, points the finger at 
irate soldiers. 

On Tuesday night, 130 men 
of the navy garrison in Trinco- 
malee, the major port on the 
east coast, broke open the 
armoury. They then entered the 
town, which has a mixed 
population of Sinhalese and 
Tamils, and shot up parts of it. 
Damage or the casualties 
remain unknown, but sources 
say the men only agreed to 
return to barracks the following 
mornng after they had received 
guarantees against disciplinary 
action. 

By mid-week the trouble had 
spread all over the island and 
the government had to impose a 
24-hour curfew throughout the 
country. President Jayawardene 
on Thursday night broadcast an 
impassioned appeal to his 
people for a return to sanity. 


But disaster struck again on 
Friday morning. The incident 
on Gasworks Street fuelled fears 
that Colombo itself might blow 
up with the gas works. A new 
wave of anti-Tamil sentement ` 
floodéd the city. 


Affluent Tamils in Colombo. 
who had hidden to escape the 
mobs, were now singled out for 
attack in their homes, which 
were looted and ‘burned. People 
seemed to be on a Tani. 
catching spree. 

In Hulstdorf, not far from 
where' the country's courts are. 
the body of a Tamil man whose 
throat had been cut was brought 
from somewhere by handcart 
and dumped in the middle ot 
the road. Someone from among 
the crowd stopped a passing 
motorcycle, syphoned off some 
petrol, poured it on the body 
and set it alight. ` 

The head burned for some 
time and then the fire went out. 
The body was dragged further 
down the strectand tossed on to 
a tyre which was set alight. It 
was still burning at 5pm when 
curfew was imposed. 

The government is now taced 
with the task of quelling the 
most serious and widesprcad 
outbreak of violence since the 
country became independent 1" 
1948, without sparking off 
further chain reaction of saline 
and' public retaliation. 


` 
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Accorato invito alla кайыга per le vittime della violenza in Libano, ad Orly, a Lisbona, 


a Palermo e nello Sri Lanka. «Preghiamo perché dappertutto prevalgano il rispétto dei diritti 
tondamentali dell'uomo e la ricerca di soluzioni pacifiche, 


di tentativo terroristico cosi come di rappresaglia» 


respingendo ogni forma 


= La mia attenzione si Ti, 
volge, infine, alle tensioni e ai 
violenti scontri avvenuti nello 
Sri Lanka, tra Singalesi e Ta- 
mulici. Dobbiamo pregare per- 
ché in quelle popolazioni. pre- 
valga lo spirito di comprensio- 
ne e di tolleranza, già projon- 
damente radicato melle loro 
stesse tradizioni religiose е 
culturali, nel rispetto dei fon- 


damentali principi di giustizia 
e di dignita di ogni uomo. 

I cristiani, anche se non mu- 
merosi, non mancheranno cer- 
to di contribuire, in maniera 
efficace, all'auspicata riconci- 


liazione, dando esempio di un 


vero dialogo, condizione essen- 

eiale per la pace sociale. 
Invochiamo dal Signore mi- 

sericordia per le vittime e con- 


solazione per le Jamiglie го? ipi- 
te e afflitte da lutti e soffe- 
тепге. 


Preghiamo perche dappertut- 
to prevalgano il rispetto per i 
diritti fondamentali dell'uomo 
e la ricerca di soluzioni paci- 
ficne; respingendo ogni forma 
di tentativo terroristico cost 

come di rappresaglia. 


Sri Lanka 
admits 
murder 
by troops 


from T. R. LANSNER and agencies in Colombo 


MORE than 10,000 Tamils 
made homeless by rioting 
Sinhalese mobs will have 
arrived in the northern city 
of Jaffna by today after 
making the 36-hour sea 
voyage from Colombo. ` 

About 64,000 others are in 
camps around the capital 
and towns hit by the racial 
violence of the past two 
weeks. Up toa third of these 
may choose to move to the 
Tamil-dominated north. 

The Government yester- 
day admitted for the first 
timé that its troops had gone 
on the rampage and killed 20 
Civilians at the start of the 
riots after Tamil guerrillas 
ambushed an army patrol. 
Officials have also said they 
are willing to talk to Tamil 
leaders despite the ban on 
parties advocating separa- 
tism — which effectively 
bars all Tamil politicians. 

А special rehabilitation 
ministry is being set up to 
help the rebuilding.of shat- 
tered homes, shops and 
factorjes. But the emotional 


scars ОЁ days and nights of ` 


terror against the Tamil 
minority will be less easily 
repaired. 

In an improvised casualty 
ward in one of the cámps, а 
middle-aged businessman 
with a broken arin and leg in 
plaster, described his escape 
with ‘all 10 members of his 
family from a Sinhalese mob 
on the first day of the riots 
in a Colombo suburb. 

* They came and set fire to 
my house,’ he said: ‘We 

escaped to a nearby cinema 
and went upstairs to hide, 
thinking it would be safe 
from the riots. But.it was 
also set on fire and we all had 
to make suicide leap. from 
the second floor.’ 


His wife lay with a broken ' 


foot.and spinal injuries and 
a daughter sat nearby. 


The family: was taken to a 
suburban hospital, by more 
compassionate ‘passers-by 
and they received prompt 
attention. Their ordeal, 
though, was not over. 

‘On Friday about noon a: 
mob came to attack Tamil 
people in the hospital. A 
Tamil inspector of police 
who was visiting me was 
murdered, cut with knives, 
just as he was talking to me,’ 
said the man. 

He: grimaced, but con- 
tinued: ‘He faced them, 
and he gave us time. Even 
with this broken foot, I ran 
and hid. 5 

`* Тһе hospital staff was 
threatened and told not to 
treat Tamils. Shortly after- 
wards, a police party 
escorted us to this camp 
from the hospital.’ : 

Senior officials continue to 
accuse an ‘unnamed major 
power" of being the ‘ mas- 
terplanner,’ wielding the 
‘hidden hand’ behind the 
flare up of violence. 
PETER McGILL reports : 
Foreign aid for the relief of 


-Tamils is failing to reach the 


refugee camps where it is 
needed. Instead foreign aid 
and essential medical sup- 
plies are being stored in 
government depots. 
-Conditions in two camps I 
visited in the Banbalapitiya 
district of Colombo are 


-appalling. Three thousand 


Tamils sleeping on the 
floors of the Hindu temple 
camp were sharing six 
stinking toilets, all without 
water for washing. There 
were only two taps-working 
in the camp, and Red Cross 
volunteers, complained the 
water was.too dirty today to 
make milk for the infants. 
No ‘foreign food supplies 
had reached the temple 
camp since it opened àn'25 
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Tamil violence 


. _As with Assam in northern India the simple response 
to the violence that has erupted in Sri Lanka is to blame 
the British for encouraging immigration in order to 
satisfy commercial needs. Such immigration certainly 
created tensions between the newcomers and the indi- 
genous population which still exist today. But blaming 
the British for historical mistakes is not going to cure the 
problem. In any event, as far as Sri Lanka is concerned, 
by far the most militant section of the minority Tamil 
community is one which was there long before the 
British, it even had its own kingdom in pre-colonial 
times. The latest race riots in Sri Lanka, the worst since 
the island became independent in 1948, were caused by 
pent-up antagonism between the Tamils and the majority 
ethnic community, the Sinhalese. It took only the death 
| of 13 Sinhalese soldiers in an ambush by Tamil guerrillas 

` to spark-off a wave of reprisals against the Tamil 
community that have led to a hundred deaths and 
hundreds of homeless and wounded. 


The violence and deaths have not been on anything 
like the scale in Assam earlier this year. However, it 
could easily get worse if the Government fails to find a 
solution. As it is, Sri Lanka is bound to be far less 
attractive to investors as a result of the violence. 
Businessmen in Hong Kong and Singapore, who have 
been showing a growing interest in Sri Lanka for its 
investment potential are bound to think again now. The 
Government must therefore face up to the problem and 
make concrete proposals to deal with the historic 
quarrel. Tamil claims of discrimination against them are 
probably quite justified. There is certainly a deep-rooted 
| resentment amongst them that they are treated as 
second-class citizens. The guerrillas are fighting for a 
separate Tamil-speaking State in the north of the island 
but this is clearly not an acceptable solution for such a 
small and poor country. Instead, the Government must 
try to defuse the resentment with a compromise offer, 
possibly a federal solution. 


Army 'took 
part in 
killings’ - 


NEW. DELHI: А Tamil 
leader has accused .Govern- 

ent troops of killing and . 
ooting during the ethnic: 
violence in Sri Lanka in 
which nearly 300 ` people 
died, an Indian newspaper 
reported yesterday. 

The Times of India quoted 
Mr Appapillai Amirthal- 
ingam, the general secretary 
of the Tamil United Libe- 
ration Front as saying that. 
sdldiers gunned down `40 
people, including women, in 
the. Tamil northern district 
of Jaffna. 28 
. The Tamil Leader said that | 
security forces and some 
members of the majori 
Singhalese ‘community 
burned 200 Tamil homes and 
shops in the Eastern port of 
Trincomalee. 





dents in Colombo and other 
tawns were in part “ insti- 
gated and executed by 
mutinous members. of the 
army, - navy, and air force." 
Mr Amirthalingam also 
appealed for international 


lief for Tamil refugees. 


Sri Lankan officials have 
said 79,000 were made home- 
"less in last week's violence 
between the Singhalese and 
the Tamils. . 
: The Times of India said it 
was publishing Mr Amirthal- 
ingam's statement because it 
had' been suppressed in Sri 
Lanka under 
rules. 
The Indian Government 
yesterday ordered the suspen- 


Nadu where an opposition 
party planned to stop trains 
in: protest against attacks on 
Tamils in Sri Lanka.-—Rcuter. 


organisations to carry out re- | 














































He said that violent inci- | 





| 


censorship : 


Sion of railway services in | 
the southern state of Tamil ' 
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‘Licence 
to kill’ 
in Sri 
Lanka 


By Martyn Halsall, 
Churches Correspondent 

The: . British Council of 
Churches has protested to the 
government: of Sri Lanka 
through its High Commissioner 
in London, about new police 
powers which: were passed in 
the build-up to the recent out- 
breaks of violence. 

The regulation allows the 
police to dispose of corpses 
without any post-mortem exam- 
ination or inquest and “could 
result in the most serious vio- 
lation of fundamental human 





SECOND SLAUGHTER 
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and civic rights,’’ according to 

Canon Paul Oestreicher, acting 

general secretary of the BCC. 
Canon Oestreicher said docu- 


.ments received from the Chris- 


tian Council of Asia showed 
the crisis of the last 10 days 
had not emerged unexpectedly, 
"but came at the end of a 
period of tension and repres- 
sion." Е 

Mr Clement John, the Chris- 
tian Council's» international 
affairs ,,secretary, condemned 
the regulation as “the most 
disturbing and, barbaric law 
passed by the Sri Lanka gov- 
ernment in recent times.” Law- 
yers considered it “a licence 
to kill.” i 

Mr John, writing almost a 
month ago in.a letter now cir- 
culated by the BCC, said arbi- 
trary arrests, tortures and 
beatings while in custody were 
“matters of daily occurrence." 

Around Jaffna, the army was 
using a * scorched-earth 
policy,” „burning down ‘the 
homes of villagers alleged to 
be sheltering subversives. The 
judiciary was under tremen- 


dous pressure and legislation 


OF TAMILS IN 


COLOMBO 


JAIL 


By IAN WARD in Colombo 


PRISONERS in 


Colombo's 


Welikada 


maximum security jail yesterday ran riot 
for the second time in three days, killing 17 


amils detained under 


Sri Lanka's controver- 


sial Prevention of Terrorism Act. 


. The pre-dawn cells slaughter brought to 52 the 
number of Tamils bludgeoned and knifed to death in 
'Welikada by Sinhalese inmates since early on Tuesday. 


-Anuradhapura 2 





ALL BRITONS 
SAFE, SAY 
TOUR FIRMS 


By IAN BOYNE 
MANY British tourists 
in Sri Lanka were con- 


fined to their hotels aud : 


nearby beaches yesterday 






but all appeared to have 
avoided the violent unrest. 

At the same time holiday- 
makers were said to be jam- 
ming airline oftices in Colombo 
in an attempt to get out before 
a 48-hour curfew comes into 
force tomorrow. Yesterday all 
british tour operators can- 
celled their weekend flights to 
the island. 

Only about 400 British holi- 
davmakers: are believed to be 
there at present and not tlie 
1,000-3.000 as reported, accord- 
ing to the Association of British 
Travel Agents. 

And while tour operators 
said their clients were in mno 
immediate danger they. had 
been taking  " precautionary 
measures" by moving tourists 
from “up country tours” and 
same out-of-the-way. hotels to 
others in safer areas. — 

Kuoni, the biggest operator 
hased at Dorking, said their 129 
^olidavmakers were all "safe 
md well" but 103 due to fly 

ut this weekend had been 

‘Fered money back or -an 
alternative destination. 


Change in plan 
A party of 62 Kuoni ане 


к=з елык ау ыш 


was being applied indiscrimina- 
tely to silence political dissent. 

_The National Christian Coun- 
cil of Sri Lanka had called on 
the government to renew con- 
sultations with all 
groups about national problems 
and concern had also been 
expressed by the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. . 

At Heathrow airport yester- 
day, Tamil women who had 
fled the communal violence: in 
Sri Lanka broke down in tears 
as they told of being chased by. 
men with kinves. 

Mrs Sivasakthy Anandavajah, 
who flew in with her two-year- 
old son to join her husband in 
England, wept as she spoke of 
men chasing her to kill her. 

Mr Thomas McGuire, from 
Maidenhead. Berkshire, who 
arrived with his Sinhalese 
wife, Chandra, and their 12- 
month-old son, Davey, said: 
“Tt was. terrifying. We saw 
many of our neighbours’ 
houses burned down. 

“Three Tamils, a man and 
his two sons who had been 
helping at our house pleaded 
with us to hide them from 


‘that, Frustrations 


by the hooligan element 


the bottle. 


in most cases 


aims and aspirations of 


to come to a halt. 


been insensitive, lacking 


political ` 


BLOOD IN THE STREETS 


IT IS A FAMILIAR STORY, but no less tragic for 
undergone 
minority tempt a small minority within it to 
‘sénseless violence against representatives of the 
majority and its authority. The genie is let out of the 
bottle. licence to burn, kill and loot is avidly chased 


their attackers. We hid them 
for several days and when we 
left to come to London they 
went to. friends of ours 

Mr McGuire, who had lived 
in Sri Lanka for five years, 
said that the uprising seemed 
well organised. 

The troubles in Sri Lanka 
have apparently not put off Bri- 
tish holidaymakers. Kuoni, of 
Dorking, Surrey, a travel firm 
specialising in holidays on the 
island, said some customers are 
determined to stick to original 
dates if possible and a party 





might fly out at the end of the 
week i 

THE secretary of а rural 
development project. іп Sri 


Lanka, Dr S. Baja Sandaram, 
appears to have been tor- 
tured іп prison, where he 
had been held since April 
without trial, before being 
murdered during the racial 
violence, according to Chris- 
tian Aid. He was one of 16 
Tamil detainees who were 
murdered in a Colombo pri- 
son last week. ' 












































a national 


by 


which exists in all urban 


"communities, from Toxteth to Colombo. A great deal 
of bloodshed and suffering by guiltless people will 
elapse before the genie can be 


squeezed back into 


In Sri Lanka, as in many former colonies and 
semi-colonies, the roots of the conflict go back to 
the rise of-what was called nationalism, but was 
anti-Westernism. The 
nationalist movements were defined more by what 
they were against than by what they were for. Only 
after colonial withdrawal did it transpire that: the 


so-called 


different national groups 


were incompatible. As English was phased out, the 
battle of languages, which meant the battle for jobs, 
became lethal, reminiscent of struggles in the great 
poly-ethnic empires of Europe a century back, and 
their succession-states after Versailles. Successful 
minorities — Ibos in Nigeria, East-African Asians, 
Malayan Chinese, or Jaffna Tamils — were vulner- 
able to resentment of the untutored majority mobs. 
National liberation ended as wholesale slaughter, 
with millions on the move. The process has yet 


In Sri Lanka, as in so many cases, it is difficult 
to apportion blame. Successive Governments have 


in imagination, unwilling 


to contemplate the imminent breakdown in inter- 

‘ethnic communications and the chain-reaction of 
| violence which could result. Ethnic feeling has great 
potentiality for good and evil, depending on whether 
it can be comprehended and accommodated. “ It will 
teach them a lesson " is the panacea of lesser minds. 
The lessons of Colombo have yet to. be learned, 
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were forced through petro! 
shortages to abandon a planned 
tour around the island and 
hooked into beach hotels along 
the west coast. Six tourists at 
a hotel near Trincomalee, in 
the north-east. were also moved 
to the west coast as а precau- 
tjian^rv теа 


Mr Gerard Sweetine, 24, of 
Wandsworth Road, Lambeth, 
who returned vesterdav from 
honeyvmooning in Sri Lanka 
with his bride, Jane, 27, said 
‘Зеу had secu gangs of looters 
in. Colombo, 

“Tr was anite Фес, 


We saw lots of shops and build- 
ings on fire and people stagger- 
ing through the strcets with as 
much as they could carry from 
the looted shops. 

“But they tended to leave 
all the holidaymakers alone— 
it was Tamils they were after. 


However, at one point ме: 


thought this man was going to 
throw a big rock at us but he 
was restrained bv a friend," 
idded Mr Sweeting. 





Prison authorities con- 
firmed that the second riot in 
the nation’s most heavily- 
guarded detention centre was 
identical in paltern ot the 
earlier massacre of 35 
Tamils. 


Mr Alexis Тео де Silva, the 
prison superintendent, said the 
dead men had been battered 
with lengths of iron and. stabbed 
with Jong knives. 


On Wednesday three 
prisoners, two "'l'amils and a 
Moslem, were shot dead by 
guards during a riot at Jaffna 
Prison in the island's fur north. 


Fuel for fears 


The frequency of prison riots, 
plus killings within the sup- 
posedly tightly-controlled official 
, confines, has fuelled fears 
among the ‘Tamil minority that 
the latest’ violence in “Paradise 
Island’ is far from ‘over, It 
began, when ‘famil terrorist 
ambushed ап Army convoy 
outside Jaffna around midnight 
last Saturday, in which 13 
soldiers died. 


Sinhalese mobs in Colombo 
and other ceutres in the south 
went on a ransacking, looting 
and arson rampage against 
.Tamil-owned homes and bisi- 
nesses, [n the frenzy that 
followed many were killed. 


But so confused is the situa- 
tion that it is impossible to say 
with any accuracy how many 
people have died. Thé govern- 
ment admits to at least 70 while 
unofficial estimates put the 
figure much higher. 


Within hours of relaxing yes- 
terday’s island-wide curfew at 
9 aam. Sinhalese youths at- 
tacked a group of ‘Tamils at 
Colombo's railway centre, 
known as “Fort Station." 


They accused the Tamils of 
being terrorists out to subotage 
the train to Kandy, the hinter- 
land hill capital three hours’ 
run north-east of Colombo. 
Seven ‘Tamils died in the fracas 
that followed. 


Government sources said two 
revolvers and ammunition were 
found among the victims’ pos- 
sessions but late yesterday there 
had been no official comment. 


Ominous signs 
Despite the lack of firm 


information there are ominous. 


Signs; the state-owned Sri 


Lankan Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, in its allernoou news ser- 


vice, reported that all routine 
operations at Colombo’s Gen- 
eral Hospital had been can- 
„celled — so 


that stał could. 


Lv 


concentrate on victims of the 
Communal violence. 

And hospitals, not only in 
Colombo but throughout the 
strife-lorn sectors of the island, 
are facing, асе staff shortages 
as most of: the ‘Tamil doctors, 
Nurses and paramedics are in 
hiding. 


‘There have already been 


. public appeals for blood, and 


the St John Ambulance Brigade 
has called for all members to 
report for special hospital 
duties. 

Meanwhile, in a somewhat 
belated effort- to counteract 
rampant rumours, an official of 
thẹ Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting denied that water 
supplies to population centres 
from reservoirs had been 
poisoned. He also denied that 
the airport at Jaffna was sur- 
rounded by terrorists and about 


to fall. 


Regarding water. supplies in 
Colombo he said that the mayor, 
in the space of two hours, had 
suddenly received a rash of 
telephone calls informing him 
that the city’s water had be- 
come toxic. 


Calls suddenly ended 


The calls ceased as suddenly 
as, they had begun At no time 
was there any evidence of toxi- 


city and no one had been ad- - 


mitted to any hospital sup- 
posedly suffering from poison- 
ing, 

The spokesman further denied 
reports telephoned to news- 
papers in London that 62 
people had been massacred by 
government troops on the Jalfna 
University campus. In fact 
things were quieter there than 
they had been for years, 

The oficial said rumours 
about the racial strife jn Sri 
Lanka arriving in Fleet Street 
from Tamil sources in London 
was "neither accidental nor 
coincidental,” 

They were being planted 
"very intentionally by the 
separatist movement's propa- 
panda machine which is much 

ore efficient than ours." 





20 ‘BURNED ALIVE' 


Tourist sees killings 


A Norwegian tourist back 
from Sri Lanka told an. Oslo 
newspaper yesterday that she 
had witnessed the mass murder 
of Tamils by a Sinhalese mob. 


"A bus full of Tamils was 
forced to stop just in front of 
us in Colombo, a Sinhalese mob 
set it on fire and blocked the 
doors. Hundreds witnessed that 
about 20 ‘Tamils were burned 
іо death,” said Mrs Eli 
Skarstein of Stavanger. ` 

Mrs Skarstein added that 
" Swedes they met said they had 
also seen pcople pour petrol 
directly over Tamils оп the road 
and. put them. on fire. There 
was no mercy. Women, children 
and old people were slaugh 
tered. Police and soldiers dic 
nothing to stop the genocide,” = 


GANDI - 
FLIES OUT 
MINISTER 


By BALRAM TANDON 
in New Delhi. M. 


RS GANDHI made a 
М dramatic. about-turn 
yesterday on the violence 
in Sri Lanka when she 
overruled Mr P., V. 
Narasinha Rao, her Foreign 
Minister, and ordered him 
to fly to Colombo for dis- 
cussions with ‘President 
Jayawardene. 

The Indian Prime Minister 
is clearly concerned about the 
popularity of her Congress 
party in South India's Tamil 
Nadu state and her decision is 
aimed at drawing maximum 
political footage. : 

Mr Rao flew out late last 
night in the Air Force Boeing 
of the President's snecial flight 
on what was clearly a hastily- 
arranged trip. х 

The announcement of his visit 
was made by Mrs Gandhi when 
she intervened after a debate 
in the Rajya Sabha (Upper 
House) and minutes after Mr 
Rao had stuck to the line he 
had taken on Wednesday in the 
Lok Sabha (House of the 
People). Then he insisted his 
journey had to be at the 
appropriate time. 


Mounting unrest -~ 


But Mrs Gandhi was acting in 
the wake of mounting unrest in 
Nada state, the southern 
peninsula from where most ot 
the ‘Tamils migrated to Sri 
Lanka, plus fucreasing pressure 
in the two Houses of Parliament 
Irom her own members as well 
as the Opposition, | 

Karlier she had telephoned 
Mr Jayawardene in Colombo, 
Nothing of what was said was 
revealed by Mr Rao when I 
questioned him at Delhi's Palam 
Airport just before he left. 

The tenor of speeches from 
the Treasury benches as well as. 
the Opposition in yesterday's 
debate was markedly harsher 
than those in the Lok Sabha 
on Wednesday. 

One Congress party Speaker 
described the “massacre”. of 
Tamils in Sri Lanka as being 

barbarous and  uncivilised." 
ly sparked by reports of: fresh 

he harder tones were obvious- 
violencein Trincomalee, 

Mr Rao in his statemenl 
ackyowledged that the New situ. 
tion was cause for "grave con- 
cern,” 

An official spokesman said 
large numbers of Indian citizens 
were, now sheltering in the 
Indian High Commission in 
Colombo and in Kandy. Others 
were moving to the High Com- 
mission and its branches under 
armed escorts provided by Sri 
Lanka, А м 


Relations between India and the issue of Indian immigrants spate of violence. has brought 
have been subject and citizenship rights, over the 
to sharp fluctuations mainly on last 55 years. But the current memory. 


Sri Lanka 
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Sri Lanka 
president 
stamps on 
Tamils 


By Our FOREIGN STAFF 
SRI LANKA'S President Junius 
Jayewardene last night gave a 


green light to Sinhalese extrem- 
ists. 


12. 
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Smoke billowing from a fire at a hotel complex 

during the riots in Sri Lanka. This picture was 

taken from the Mount Lavinia Hotel just outside 

Colombo by Mr Gerard Sweeting, of Wandsworth, 
who was on his honeymoon. 


SIRSE 


Announcing sweeping plans to 
stamp out any separate political 
expression by the island state’s 
riot-battered minority Tamil 


community, he said any party’ 


advocating Tamil 
would be banned. 
After nearly a week of bitter 
riots and bloody massacres 
directed against Tamils, in which 
over 100 have died, he said: 
The time has come to accede 
to the clamour.” 

Next Thursday the Sri Lanka 
parliament, in which his govern. 
ment holds a two-thirds majority, 
would be asked to back a pack- 
age of laws to ensure “that we 
do not allow the movement for 
division to grow any more." 

The news came in а nation- 
wide radio and television 
address heard by virtually every 
one of the 15 million inhabi- 
tants of whom only 2.5 million 
are Tamils. Е | 


autonomy 


relations to their lowest ebb in 


"jn the light of the persecution 
of the Tami! pop'lation.of Sri 
Lanka. of the reports of mass 
murder; of extraction of con- 
fessions under torture and of 
burial of bodies without inquest 
following action by the security 


The move to ban all Tamil 
politics comes just months after 
President Jayewardene pushed 
through a referendum suspend- 
ing any general elections in the 
island state until 198 : 

Now under the new laws the 
Tamil United Liberation Front 
and the Tamil Congress will be 
banned and their members will 
lose all civil rights, be barred 
from holding any office or prac- 
tising any profession and join- 
ing any organisation 

Earlier, the government re- 
vealed that 17 Tamil prisoners 
had been hacked to death on 
Wednesday in .the same jail 
where 35 Tamils were murdered 
on Tuesday. 

Eighty Labour MPs yesterday 
urged the government to cancel 


a state visit of President Jaye- . 


wardene to Britain scheduled 
for October. 


Their appeal was, they said, 


forces.” 
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Tourists 
see nine 
Tamils 
burned 


From our Special 


Correspondent 

in Colombo 

SRI LANKA'S President 
Jayawardene last night 
announced a ban on the 


Tamil separatist movement, 
in a. move expected further 
to isolate the Tamil 
minority, 

In Colombo, nine Tamils 
were burnt to death yester- 
day at the main railway 
statjon in front of European 
tourists, while plans were 
being discussed to ship thou- 
sands of Tamil refugees out 
of the capital by sen. Official 
statements have admitted 
bloodshed across the island, 
including a rampage by sai- 
lors in the eastern port of 
Trincomalee and more kill- 
ings of Tamils in gaol. 

Legislation will he intro- 
duced next Thursday, the 
President said, to proscribe 
political parties which seek 
to divide the country, and to 
strip their politicians of civil 
rights. The move is seen to 
be aimed against the main 
party of the Tamil com- 
munity, the Tamil United 
Liberation Front (TULF), 
the largest opposition group 
in Parliament. 

President Jayawardene said 
that “the Singhalese people 
will never agree to the divi- 
sion of a nation which has 
been united for 2,500 years.” 
,He was speaking publicly for 
the first time since com- 


munal troubles began last 
weekend. 
Eyewitness reports that 


nine Tamils were burnt to 
death at Colombo’s main rail- 
way station yesterday were 
confirmed by police. 

Several European tourists 
saw the killings, as did police 
àt the scene. The incident 
began when a Tamil arrested 
at the station was found to 
have a pistol. 


As a crowd gathered, a were closed. The government 
number of other Tamils tried announced that several refu- 
to leave the station area, but gee camps have also been set 
were captured by the Singha- up in the Kandy area. 
lese mob. The Minister of State, Mr 

After being beaten, the Ananda Tissa de  Alwis, 
"Tamils were placed on: the prjefed journalists on several 
railway tracks by the crowd, incidents yesterday. In the 
which used papers and othef eastern port of Trincomalee, 
debris as kindling to burn calm has heen restored after 
;the battered but still living. a rampage hy sallors of the 
people. . Sri Lanka navy on Tuesday. 

One Tamil survived the “ About 130 Sailors broke 
INE and is expected {0 `раггаскѕ on Monday and 

ve. . caused damage to the town, 

The Government is also including instances of arson,” 
considering urgent plans to the minister said.. “There 
remove 35,000 Tamils made was -also a death, and 10 
homeless by the disturbances people had minor injuries.” 
from 10 refugee camps and “ Qiner naval units were 
to send them by ship to used to control the rioting 
Тайпа. : sailor$, who are now under 

Reports from Kandy те- open arrest, the minister 


corded six deaths in rioting 
which was continuing vester. к Her neos that 15 


day morning and all govern- 


Badulla, 80 miles east of Col- 


ombo. He also revealed a 
murdef of two Tamil pas- 
sengers on a train as it 
arrived at Colombo from 
Kandy yesterday. They were 
said to have been killed after 
allegedly being found carry- 
ing pistols and bombs. 

The second day of murders 
at Welikada prison appeared 
to be a repeat of Monday's 
gruesome spectacle when 
Singhalese inmates broke 
into the cells of Tamil politi- 
cal prisoners and killed 35 
with iron rods, clubs, and 
knives. 


‘A government statement 
said military personnel used 
teargas to drive back the 
attackers, but only after the 
Singhalese prisoners had 
killed , 17 more Tamil 
detaineés. 


Secretary-general of the Sri 
Lanka Gandhian movement 
which has been running 
farms in north central Sri 
Lanka to rehabilitate Tamils 


displaced in previous distur- 
bances. 


Another outbreak of prison. 
violence in Jaffna was con- 
firmed by government ofii- 
cials. There, Tamil prisoners 
attempted to storm prison 
cells holding Singhalese pri- 
soners. 


Тһе’ official death toll has 


now risen above 80 but the 


true figure is certainly much 
greater, though may never bc 
publicly acknowledged. 


Official statements say 17 
factories employing over 
6,000 people were destroyed 
in the Colombo area alonc. 


ment offices in the city 20 
miles north-east of Colombo 





TIMES 29.7.83 


Colombo 
acts to . 

appease 
mobs 


From Michael Hamlyn 
Colombo й 
Political parties advocating 
the partition of Sri Lanka will 
be banned, President J R 


Jaywardene announced yester- . 


day as news emerged of a 

second massacre in Colombo's 

main jail. ! 
In an attempt to.appease the 


mobs which have attacked 
Tamil homes and businesses,, 


. the President declared that) & OSLO: А 


those seeking p 
“lose their civil rights and 


damaged or destroyed. 
Mr De Alwis confirmed 
serious 


A government spokesman 
disclosed yesterday. that 17 
more prisoners were killed on 
Wednesday when inmates 
forced their way out of cells in 
Wlikada prison and attacked 
Tamils being detained under 
the National Security Act. 

Among those killed was Dr S. 
Rajasundaram, secretary of the 
Gandhian movement in Sri 
Lanka. The movement reccives 


support from the World Coun- . 


cil of Churches and other 

charities to run refugee camps 

in the north of the island. 
Earlier this week, a magis- 


trate's inquest opened into 35 . 
deaths which took place in the, 


Colombo jail on Monday. 

The Government also an- 
nounced that three Sinhalese 
prisoners were killed in predo- 
minantly-Tamil Jaffna. in thc 
far north of the island,. on 
Tuesday. 

Yesterday, there was an ugly 
incident on a train running 
from the hill town of Kandy to 
the capital. A group of assumed 
Tamils. who the Government 
said were carrying hand bombs 
апа guns, were discovered and 


“killed by passengers.: 


- According to. a witness on 
board the train a young man 
was pursued from carriage to 
carriage and pummelled and 
beaten until he died naked and 
bleeding. 

Norwegian 


artition: willl woman just returned from а 


fortnight in Sri Lanka described 


cannot hold office, cahnot|secing 20 Tamils burned to 


- -practise' professions, join move- 
ments or organizations". 

Mr Javwardene said in-a 
nationwide broadcast: | “The 
góvernment has now decided 
that the time has come “to 
accede to the clamour and the 
request, the natural request, of 
the Sinhala people that we do 
not allow the movement for 
division to grow any more.” 

The Tamil United Liberation 
Front, the only party represent- 
ing Tamils in Parliament, 
supports partition. 


death in Colombo when a mob 
stopped their minibus and 
poured petrol over it (AP 
reports). ` 

The mob set light to the 
vehicle and blocked the doors 
ilo prevent ‘the passengers 
escaping. - 
@ Britons safe: Hundreds of 
Britons were last night still 
reported to be confined to their 
hotels and surrounding beaches 
(PA reports). But tour operators 
said they were in no immediate 
danger. 


included Dr 


disturbances in Somasunderan Rajasundaram, 


LONDON ТІМЕЅ, 29.7.83, 


COLOMBOSS CRISIS 


The news from Sri Lanka this 
week has recalled the horrifying 
events leading up to the divi- 
sion of India thirty-six years ago. 
The Hindu-Muslim-Sikh mass- 
acres of that time are reflected in 
the bloodshed, arson, looting 
that has sent thousands of 
innocent Tamils running for 
safety wherever they can find it. 
They are, it must be emphasized, 
a minority community whose 
status as citizens of Sri Lanka 
should . be unquestionable. 
Unhappily, ever since Sri Lanka 
hecame independent in 1948, the 
current of Sinhalese nationalism 
has turned with envious anger 
on this community that played a 
part in Sri Lankas political and 
professional life under British 
rule out of proportion to its 
numbers. 

The most recent events have 
revealed a culpable bias on the 
part of the forces of order. Early 
reports of rioting in Colombo 
before censorship was imposed 
agreed that the police were slow 
to intervene. Reports of action 
by naval units in Trincomalee 


‘and some recent army actions 


have suggested that reprisals 
were their aim, more likely to 
stimulate than to pacify. Worse 
than this, evidence of official 
Sinhalese hostility to the Tamils 
has been. the government's 
failure to respond to the palpable 
tension aroused two months ago 
when municipal and parliamen- 
tary by-elections were held. The 
campaign was said to be more 
like civil war than an election. 
Since then violence has followed 
with action and reprisal until the 
incident last week when thirteen 


soldiers were killed in ап 


ambush by Tamil terrorists. The 
government should have been 
better prepared than they seem 


JR.you have blood on your hands!’ 








GUARDIAN 1.8.83 


24 


LICENSED TO KILL 


Compounding 
the danger in | 
Sri Lanka | 


Sri Lanka is now dangerously close to 
all-out racial warfare and desperate times 
demand desperate remedies. But some of 
the desperate remedies embraced by Presi- 
dent J. R. Jayawardene can only make a 
tragic situation yet more appalling. The 
President has decided that his immediate 
task is to placate the majority Sinhalese 
mobs which are still rioting, burning, loot- 
ing and murdering at the expense of the 
Tamil minority. To that end he has effec- 
tively outlawed the only serious Tamil poli- 
tical party, the Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF) and has declared that all 
those supporting the dream of partition will 
lose their civil rights and will be forbidden 
to hold public office, to practise their pro- 
fessions or to join. any ‘movements or 
organisations." Instead of throwing a protec- 
tive Gandhian arm around the minority 
- population, the President has thus, at a 
stroke, disenfranchised the great mass of 
them and turned them into a race of 
Untermenschen or institutionalised second 
class semi-citizens. 

The danger is that the President's deci- 
sions may be seen — both by the Sinhalese 
mobs and the Tamil masses — às a virtual 
endorsement of the blood baths he is trying 
to quell. If Tamils as a race are denounced 
by the .administration as disloyal and parti- 
tionisteminded then it is natural that they 
should be hunted down and driven out of 
their homes and their businesses, 
as the- new edicts drive them out of public 


life and the professions. And if that is the 


case then, assuredly, those Tamils who did- 


not, a week ago, already dream оѓ a home- 
Лапа in the north, will soon start to do so. 


just - 


Indeed the two-way exodus is beginning, the 
refugees are moving, respectively, north and 
South, or, at the least, placing themselves in 
the relative safety of camps, ready to be 
transferred. Formal partition may be well 
nigh impossible in an island of this size. 
Massive, but unplanned population transfers 
are a very real possibility. President Jayaw- 
ardene may yet stand accused of playing 
into the hands of the separatist guerrillas, 
the Tamil Tigers, where ambush and 
murder of Sinhalese soldiers last -weekend 
sparked off the current horrors. 


As pressure on the Tamils increased, 
the TULF has slipped, in recent years. into 
easy (if understandable) sympathy with the 
guerrillas. Yet it remains much more than 
the political wing of the terrorist Tigers. It 
is the party of the Tamil people and the 
home of their community, political and 
business leaders. If there is to be а settle- 
ment between the government and the 
minority, instead of indefinite, alien military 
rule of disenfranchised and disgruntled 
northern territories, then it will have to be 
negotiated, and negotiated soon, with TULF. 

President Jayawardene has increasingly 
come to resemble a dictatorial and racist 
Third World autocrat. He is an elderly and 
erratic communal politician who picks up 
problems, toys with them and puts them 
aside for action later. He has ridden on 
racist sentiments from time to time. He has 
also made attempts (albeit. brief) to deal 
with the problems created by a Tamil 
minority, much favoured by the British and, 
at the time of Independence, genuinely 
dominant beyond the dictates of justice or 
of good sense. 

The role of India in this affair should 
be a delicate one. India has its own Tamils 
(that is where the Sri Lankan Tamils ori- 


‘ginally sprung from) and Prime Minister 


Gandhi has an interest in their welfare 
which is, to put it kindly, enhanced by her 
domestic political desire to keep the support 
of the voters of Tamil Nadu state in south 
India. Mrs Gandhi knows enough of the hor- 
rors of inter-communal massacres to under- 
stand how easy and how dangerous it is to 
stir the pot. India could play a beneficial 
part, persuading the TULF to tone down its 
demands while pressing the President to 
withdraw his bans and prescriptions and 
talk terms with them. The present crisis is 
a test of statesmanship for India’s Prime 
Minister as well as for Sri Lanka's Presi- 
dent. 


DIPLOMATS BARRED 
FROM SRI LANKA’S - 
KEY DEBATE 


By 14N WARD in Colombo 
leaders 

preparations for Thursday's parliamentary 
Sebate on the Government Bill making it 
illegal for anyone to advocate division of their 


oe LANKAN 


‘sland nation. 
"Following a week of 


5egąn after a terrorist ambush by Tamil separatists, 
зе debate will determine— politically at least—the 


The debate will be held 
mid extraordinary security 
z-ecautions, including a 
curfew, and armed 
ols of the streets of 
colombo, the capital. 

Diplomats who are usually 
зе to observe parliamentary 
51005 from the visitors’ gal- 
ary wil be banned from the 
proceedings. 





td 





Strict censorship 


The final decision on whether 
“e session is to'be held behind 
“osed doors is vet to be made. 
et even if journalists аге 
= owed to attend, their reports 
wll be subject to heavy censor- 


One crucial question is 
w»*^ther the 17 M Ps belonging 
s the country's main opposition 
рагі, the Tamil United Liber- 
эзоп Front (TULF) will 
atend the debate or boycott it. 

Ata party conference 10 days 
zo ТОТ, Е, which supports the 
ea of a separate Tamil state in 
“e north of the island, declared 
>2t its M Ps would resign. But 
«ce then racial violence aimed 
specifically at the Tamil min- 
srity living in the South of the 
country, has erupted. 

The TULF M Ps, whose con- 
rence was held in Mannar in 
“>= North, have been unable to 
~eturn to Colombo because of 
“== widespread attacks. 
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yesterday began 


communal clashes which 


j issue at the heart of the 
| violence. | 


The Government has. indi- ғ 
cated that special arrangements : 
are under way to ensure their | 
safe return in time for Thurs- ; 
day's sitting. But many of their 
Colombo homes have been ran- : 
sacked and burned by the : 
Sinhalese mobs. 

It is far from certain that the 
Tamil MPs will accept assur- 
ances of their safety. 


Ban on parties 


` The Bill takes the form of a 
sixth amendment to the consti- 
tution and seeks to prevent 
people from entering the Legis-: 
lature if they or their party 
advocates division of the nation. 

It ‘proposes to make such par- 8 
ties illegal. Members of banned 
organisations would be unable: 
to sit in the legislature. 







President Junius  Jayewar- 8 
dene explained on television A s i 
last week: " We will also see Business as usual yesterday for a shopkeeper who 


that those who belong to these 
parties or those who advocate 
the separation of the country, 
lose their civic rights and can- 
not hold office, cannot. practise 
professions and cannot join 
movements or organisations in 
this country." 

The Bill needs a two-thirds 
majority—which the Govern- 
ment can certainly provide—to 
become law. All M Ps would be 
required to swear immediately 
that they will never advocate 
separatism or be separatists. 


took advantage of the end of the 48hr curfew 

throughout Sri Lanka set up a fish market outside. 

his “burned-out premises in Dehiwala, near 

Colombo. His prices for tuna went up 500 per 

cent. as customers searched riot-torn streets for 
food supplies. 
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Britons tell 
of holiday 
terror in 
Sri Lanka 


Tour operators have set up 
contingency plans to evacuate 
British tourists from Sri 
І if racial violence gets 
worse. 


Kuoni, one of the. largest 
tour oranizers, which has 88 
Britons still in the country, has 
a chartered jet standing by to 
airlift holidaymakers to safety 
in the Maldive Islands. 


Plans for the rescue were 
revealed as 41 Britons flew 
into Heathrow from Colombo. 
The holidaymakers, who all 
booked with Kuoni, said they 
were relieved to be home and 
spoke about the violence that 
has engulfed the island. 


They were staying at the 
Ramwell holiday centre, five 
miles outside Negombo. 


Mr John Hutchinson, from 
Leicester, said: *Last Wednes- 


day a taxi driver took us both 
into Negombo just before 
curfew and the whole town was 
smouldering. All the Tamil 
property in the. centre of the 
town had been burnt down. 
The cigarette factory had gone 
up together with a cinema and 
a garage. There was . smoke 
everywhere and the whole area 
was a burnt-out mess. 


“The houses of rich Tamils . 


had been burnt to the ground 
and there was no sign of any 
Tamils anywhere. We were 
told that Tamils were ‘being 
grabbed off buses by groups of 
people wielding iron bars. 

“We also saw young Singa- 
lese stopping cars to siphon 


out the petrol so they could use 
it to start fires.” 


Mr Pat O'Leary, from 
Killarney, who has been 
working for five weeks in 
Colombo for the Рогі 


Authority, said: “I saw a lot of 
buildings being burnt. People 
were being dragged out of their 
houses and then the houses 
burnt down. 


"I watched a group ot 
Sinhalese people chasing a 
group of three Tamils. They 
caught one, beat him up, threw 
him to the ground and stoned 
him. I don't know if he died. 

“It was terrible. Nobody did 
a thing to help. Even the police 
turned a blind eye." 


Mr Clive Templeman, from 
Wigston, Leicestershire, said 
that they passed the time. by 
playing cricket against the 
holiday centre staff? —— 

' “As we were not allowed out 
the staff organized cricket 
matches against the tourists. 
We always seemed to win but I 
think they let us. The people 
were very good to us and 
although the island was tense 
none of the violence was 
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€ COLOMBO: The 
Lankan Government . 


Sri 
has 


relaxed the curfew a little and. 


tightened press censorship a 
good deal (Michael Hamlyn 
writes). ; 

Press photography was 
yesterday banned and journal- 


to move freely during curfews. 


Instead, passes are being abroad. : 
issued allowing movement only А series of arrests continued comes before 
between their hotels and the ` 


directed at из.” 


From our Special 
Correspondent in Colombo 
“The Sri Lankan Government 
yesterday continued its evacua- 
tion of the minority Tamil 
population from the capital, 


Colombo, to northern areas 
around Jaffna. 
The .Government has im- 


posed censorship on all reports 
of refugee movements, but 
other sources said that another 
1,900 Tamils were evacuated 
from Colombo on two cargo 


Indian students outside the Sri Lankan Hig 
Lanka ‘last week. Widespread strike 


censor’s office. 






ships yesterday, bringing the 


total since last Friday to 
nearly 4,000. 
Before censorship was im- 


posed the Government had said 
that there were 35,000 Tamils 
in nine camps around the capi- 
tal. But it is now understood 
that there are about 78,000 in 
at least 12 camps. The city has 
a Tamil population of about 
162,000 of whom it is estimated 
that over 100,000 have been 
displaced from their homes by 
the recent violence — some of 
them staying with friends and 


h Commission in New Delhi demonstrate a 
s brought the south Ind 


1,900 Tamils s 


The ban on photographs 
was quickly. enforced when an 
Indian photographer was de- 
tained for three hours and his 
film impounded. Censorship 
now includes everything relat- 
ing to security, law and order 
and the movement of “dis- 


ists will no longer be allowed- placed persons" in Sri Lanka, 


. and reporting of related events 





others in “ unofficial” camps. 


In some instances the camps 
have refused security force 
protection for fear of drawing 
them to the attention of the 
majority Singhalese population 
responsible for last week's 
atrocities. : . 

The Government appears, to 
have been largely successful in 
its attempts to dampen down 
communal .tension on the 
island. The daytime curfews 
are becoming progressively 
shorter; today it will be im- 
posed after 4pm, as opposed to 


Tamil 





yesterday in connexion win 
the banning of three political 
parties, but the Government 
refused to say how many were 
being held. 

Mrs Srimavo Bandaranaike, 
the former Prime Minister, 
made it clear yesterday that 
her Sri Lanka Freedom Party 
will support the banning of 
separation when it 
Parliament on 
Thursday. f 


== = 
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gainst the Tamil killings in Sri 
lan state of Tamil Nadu to a halt yesterday. 


hipped out 


3pm yesterday and 2pm оп 
Monday. 


But President Jayewardene 
by continuing with his large 
population shift to the north, 
is encouraging the division of 
the island along ethnic lines, 
Political ‘repression of the 
Tamils is expected to be com- 
pounded by parliamentary 
approval tomorrow of а pro- 
posed constitutional amend- 
ment banning all parties froin 
advocating or discussing Tamil 
Secession. 

The main Tamil 
the Tamil United 


grouping, 
Liberation 





Front (TULF) is committed to 
the ereation of an independent 
state in the North where their 
main population lies. Such a 
state is generally considered to 
be unviable, but President 
Jayewardene's present policy 
appears likely to reinforce 
Tamil demands for secession 
and to encourage the develop- 
ment of insurgency. 


Most of the 17 Tamil MPs 
are believed to have gone into 
hiding in the North and are 
not expected to attend tomor- 
row's constitutional debate on 
the grounds that the Govern- 
ment will not be able to 
ensure their safety. A рго- 
minent TULF MP said from 
hiding yesterday: " We will not 
be attending Parliament. We 
will not even be going to Col- 
ombo. It is far too dangerous." 


The MP said that the Col- 
ombo home of the President of 
the TULF had been damaged 


by Singhalese rioters last week. . 


The Secretary to the Minis- 
try of State, Mr Douglas 


Liyanage, hinted yesterday that 
the parliamentary debate may 
be behind closed doors. He was 
answering questions on foreign 
press coverage of the debate. 
A constitutional court is. to be 
convened today presided over 
by the Chief Justice, sitting 
with eight Supreme Court 
judges, to consider the consti- 
tutionality of the proposed 
amendment. | 

Sri Lanka State Radio yes- 
terday broadcast the names of 
12 purported members of three 
proscribed organisations who 
are being hunted. by police and 
gave warnings of gaol penalties 
for failure to report the pre- 
sence of “ suspected " members 
of these groups. The Govern- 
ment said that another 19 
alleged members had already 
been arrested under emergency 
legislation which provides for 
detention without trial. 


The three organisations, 
whieh were  outlawed last 
week, are the Communist Party 
of Sri Lanka, the Marxist JVP 
(People's Liberation Front) 
and the Trotskyist NSSP (New 
Socialist Party). The 19 men 
already detainéd include the 
leader of the JVP, Mr Rohana 
Wijeweera and the leader of 
the NSSP, Mr  Vasudewa 
Nanaya Kkara. 


' Asked at a press conference 
yesterday what extra steps had 
been taken to ensure the 
safety of these detainees Mr 
Liyanage said : “ People 
brought into detention are 
normally placed under military 
custody." When it was pointed 
out that 52 prisoners killed 
last week — in the same gaol 
in two successive massacres — 
had included political de- 
tainees, he replied: “ We're 


not the only country which has : the police before he could do 


rison riots." | 
P Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka 
Government appears to be 
back-pedalling on its claims 
that a "foreign power" — 
generally assumed to have 
been a reference to the Soviet 
Union was behind last 
week's rioting. Mr Liyanage 
announced that a local pro- 
Government newspaper which 
had carried articles claiming 
Soviet involvement was being 
admonished for failing to sub- 
mit its material for censorship. 
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Foreign correspondents pro- 
tested yesterday at the censor- 
ship. A BBC representative said 
that remarks he had attributed 
to a TULF MP had been eut 
on the grounds that all quo- 


‘tations from opposition politi- 


cians were being censored. Mr 
Liyanage said that all political 
statements, including those by 
Government ministers, were 
subject to censorship. 

AP adds : Ап American news 
agency reporter was ordered to 
leave Sri Lanka yesterday for 
a “gross violation” of the cen- 
sorship regulations, and two 
local newspapers were  offi- 
cially warned for printing un- 
censored stories. р 

Mr Stewart Slavin, West 
Asia manager for United Press 
international, was escorted 
from his hotel by two im- 


migration officials and driven 
to Katunayake airport just out- 
side the capital. 





Indians 
strike 

to show 
support 


From Ajoy Bose 
in New Delhi 


FORTY-FIVE million. Tamils 
paralysed the south Indian 
state of Tamil Nadu yester- 
day with a 14-hour sírike to 


protest against atrocities 
committed against fellow 
: Tamils .in last weeks Sri 
Lankan riots. 

Three people were shot 
dead by police and scores 
injured during demonstra- 


tions im India’s four largest 
cities. 


The Press Trust of India 
reported yesterday that a 
worker of . the ruling 
AIADMK party burnt himself 
to death in Rajapalayam vil- 
lage on Sunday night after 
protesting against the suffer- 
ings of Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

In another incident, a 
worker of the opposition 
DMK party tried to burn 
himself in Servi village yes- 
terday but was rescued hy 


himself serious harm. The 
worker, Mr Rajarathinan told 
palice officials that he wanted 
the Indian army to invade 
Sri Lanka and rescue the 
Tamils. 

Angry demonstrators 
marched through streets of 
different cities and towns in 
Tamil Nadu, burning effigies 
of- the Sri Lankan President, 
Mr Jayewardene, and shout- 
ing slogans, urging Mrs 
Gandhi's Government to send 
the army to Sri Lanka. 


Thousands of volunteers 
sat on the roadside in mock 
refugee camps. Many of them 
wore black hadges to mourn 
the rlot victims. 

Yesterday’s strike which 
was sponsored by the 
AIADMK party paralysed all 
but essential services. Most 
institutions, offices and 
business establishments ге- 
mained closed. 

Later in the evening the 
State Chief Minister, Mr M.G. 
Ramachandran described the 
strike which is estimated to 
have. cost the State and 
national exchequer тоге 
than 4,500 million rupees. as 
“the most successful strike 
in the history of Tamil 
Nadu.” 

Several other south Indian 
states with large Tamil popu- 
lations also observed a par- 
tial strike. In Karnataka, 
more than 2,000 Tamil youths 
held a one-day fast to protest 
against the riots. 

The. Sri Lankan High 
Commission here continued 


to be the scene of angry de- 
mmonstrations with two more 
protests against the Tamil 
killings. About 50 Congress 
workers were detained by the 
police when they tried to 
break the police cordon out- 
side the building. DC 


In Parliament, there was 
uproar when both opposition 
and ruling party members 
demanded a fresh debate on 
Sri Lanka. Several members 
expressed serious concern at 
reports that Mr Jayewar- 
dene’s Government һай 
approached other countries 
for military assistance. | 


‘The Foreign Minister, Mr 
Narsimha Rao вай that 
“there was some substance " 
to the reports but added that 
Colombo had told him that 
attempts to ргој Sri 
‘Lanka’s call for help as one 
x a military nature and to 

escribe India as a possible 
invader were “neither well- 
founded nor well-Inten- 
tioned,” 
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Michael Hamlyn visits a 





Sri Lanka refugee camp 


Beirut echoes 
for the Tamils 
in torment 


Colombo 

It is only the yard of a Hindu 
temple, outside Colombo, but in this 
small space 5,000 people are trying 
to stay alive. Two things unite them: 
their racial origin - for they are 
Tamils - and their fear, . 

During the nights and days of 
Sinhalese » violence last week , the 
people how in the camp watched. 
their hames and businesses burn, 
their property ransacked, their 
belongings scattered. 

One middle-aged man said he had 


been — sheltered. by neighbours. 
"When the rioters came to my house 
l just had to sit there and watch 


ступу go", he said. A woman in 
her late thirties told me: "We saw 
7 em come to the front of our house. 
They were waving sticks and swords, 
We just ran out and over the back 


` ience™ c 

Д Some of the refugees wear 
bandages and plasters. “We were 
beaten”. they say simply. One man 


with a pad of gauze and plaster on ' 
his scalp was brought to me. A Red 
Cross “worker explained: “Не went 
to the hospital and they did this to 
him there. И was not the doctor. The 
doctors were very good - but the 
other statt... | тз 





© People mill. aimlessly about thc 
temple vard, as closely packed as 


people m Petucoat Lane оп a 
Sunday morning. They have little to 
do except worry. "Where do you 
slecp?" 1 asked one persón. "Right 
here". he said. pointing at the sandy 
ground. "We are just happy that it. 
has not rained since we arrived." 
Some nearby school buildings are 
also being used to house Rundreds of 
people, who sit on the floor - men, 
women and tiny children together - 
às though waiting lor. а public 
meeting to begin. Two taps and two 
toilets serve the whole camp. À row 
of additional toilets with bright red 
doors are locked, reserved for the 
temple prests, whose cleanliness 
must never be defiled. . 

. Initially, of course. food was also 
in sh. rt supply. The sudden arrival 
of the refugees and the confused 
"rumstanees made organization 


difficult, but bags of flour and da/ 
were being delivered as I walked 
about. The refugees were sure of at 
least onc mcal a day. 


The food problems scem likely to 
continue. But the main worry for 
most of the inhabitants is security. 
The temple walls are not high, and 





access 15 througn a low, wrought- 
iron gatc. Outside, a policeman sits, 
and a: military patrol stands guard at 
the top of the road. 


The camp people feel vulnerable 
as hostages to reprisals from the 
gangs of Sinhalese godndas (thugs) 
who drove them from their homes 
in the first place. The example of the 
Sabra and Chatila refugee camos in 
Beirut is never far from their minds. 
Official figures show that there arc 
48.000 rcfugecs in camps throughout 


Len Putnam, a teacher ata college 
in the plantations of Uva Province, 
was acting as principal of the college. 
which gives. training to estate 
workers. When the Sinhalese at- 
tacked the college last week he had 
10 run across some open fields, ang: 
eventually arrived at a convent, Tn: 
the centre of town, which is being: 
used to house refugees. Mr Putnam, 
who is in his fifties, is the only 
European in the camp. He is being 
lodged in the bishop's house at the 
convent. The VSO organization in 
Colombo is waiting for the right 
moment to evacuate him. 


Thirty-four British volunteers 
from VSO have been working in the 
country and all have been accounted 
for except for onc other, also in the 
plantation arca, whose telephonc ts 
out of order. ; 


The Tamils, meanwhile, must 
also wait,-. The government is 
offering to transport the refugees to 
the north of Sri Lanka, where the 
Tamil population predominates and 
where many, though not all, have 
friends and relatives. Ships are being 
adapted to take them up the coast. 
One refugee was pleascd. "I don't 
think it would be safe going by train 
or road," he said. Two cargo boats 
have now left carrying more than 
1,000 people 

But the refugees are likely to face 
acute problems in the’ North, too, 
where there is insufficient. accom- 
modation and water is not plentiful. 

British citizens in the North say 
the Jaffna district,» where the 
population is 95 per cent Tamil, is 
mostly quiet, although there are said 
to have been several incidents of ill- 
treatment of local inhabitants by 
security forces. 


The local hospital in Jaffna has 
been unable to undertake operations’ 
because of a shortage of medical, 
supplies and drugs, and there art 
fears that the arrival of 8,000, 
refugees on boats from the South’ 
will cause acute hardship in the. 
crowded towns. 


The reports will not stop the 
refugees. "This has happened before, 
you know,” said a tall, dark man. 
“The last time was not as bad as 


the country, but according to relicf this, but we came to this temple as 


workers, Colombo alone holds more 
than 75.000. 


Relief workers say the camps are 
sanitary. Now that food and fuel are 
gelling in, additional latrines are 
being dug and camp committees are 
being formed. Difficulties still occur 
with the removal of garbage and the 
lavatories and water. One camp has 
only onc tap and people have to linc 
up for hours to get water. 


A British worker for Voluntary 
Service Overseas has had to seek 
asylum in a refugee camp alter the 
college he was working at had been 
burned down by gangs of Sinhalese 
rioters. 


well. We were taken to the North, 
and after things settled down, we 
came back. I expect we shall come 
back again, too, soon. There are not 
enough jobs up there." 


АИ 
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TAMOULS A PARIS 
Le rêve de Kandiah 


Minoritaires à Sri-Lanka, fes 
*arnouls sont largement majori- 
aires dans la communauté sri- 
ankaise en France : ils sont près 
Je neuf mille, alors que les Cin- 
Jhalais ne sont que quelques 
;entaines. La France est devenue 

derniers mois le pays d'élec- 
sion des militants politiques ta- 
v» 115 qui se réfugiaient, aupara- 
vant, en Grande-Bretagne. La 
3lupart gagnent Paris clandesti- 
vement, aprés être passés par 
‘Italie ou la Belgique, les seuls 
says à leur fournir des visas. 115 
demandent un statut de réfugié 
oolitique, mais peu pour l'instant 
l'ont obtenu : 2 654 Sri-Lankais 
seulement, toutes ethnies 
confondues, étaient recensés le 
1* janvier 1982 par le ministère 
de l'intérieur. 

La communauté tamoule était 
restée fort discréte jusqu'aux af- 
frontements sanglants (deux 
morts à Paris) de ces derniers 
jours : deux fétes nationales, en 
ianvier et septembre, qu'ils célé- 
braient dans une salle parois- 
siale, et une heure de programme 
en langue tamoule sur Radio- 
Soleil. Seul un comité de coordi- 
nation, qui revendique mille deux 
cents membres, tentait de faire 
connaitre leur volonté de créer 
leur propre Etat, l'« Eelam », 
[c'est le nom de Ceylan еп ta- 
moul). Le local minuscule au fond 
d'une cour dans un vieil immeu- 
ble du treizieme arrondissement 
oü quelques réfugiés trouvent le 
soir un gite donne une idée de 
leurs moyens. La manifestation, 
ie mardi 2 aout, devant l'ambas- 
sade d'inde, témoigne de leur 
manque d'organisation : la 
presse n'avait pas été prévenue. 
Les slogans étaient criés, dans 
ies rues désertes, en tamoul. 
C'est un Indien de Pondichéry qui 
apparaissait comme le principal 
organisateur de cette manifesta- 
ïon de Sri-Lankais. La langue, 
évidemment, fait obstacle : les 
cng militants du comité présents 
mardi aprés-midi, qui .parlaient 
seulement l'anglais, n'ont pas 
pris les propos du commis- 
re de police du treizieme ar- 
rondissement, venu les voir à son 
retour de vacancos. : 

Aucune саіѕѕе de solidarité 
- s сіс organisée pour l'instant, 
2n que le Secours catholique 
me ё prés de trois mille le 
bre de Tamouls sans res- 
"ces. Certains réfugiés pour- 
parmi! les premiers arrivés 
п France, ont su organiser leur 
:stence. 









-71-/s, depuis 1979, une vie re- 
twement paisible, près de la 
zce Gambetta, où coexistent 


ug 


A&nsi Kandiah et sa famille . 


sans heurts, avec les Français, 
cinq familles de Jaffna, la princi- 
pale ville tamoule au nord de Sri- 
Lanka. En 1981, avant même 
l'élection de M. Mitterrand, Kan- 
diah, qui fut victime de tracasse- 
ries de la part de l'administration 
cinghalaise, obtenait sa cane de 
réfugié. Ancien contrôleur d'au- 
tobus, il parvient aujourd'hui à 
suivre un stage de formation pro- 
fessionnelle pour adultes d'élec- 
tricien. Ses deux enfants, enfin, 
qui parlent parfaitement le fran- 
с̧аіѕ appris à l'école, jouent en 
riant dans les deux piéces de 
l'appartement avec des arcs et 
des pistolets. | 

Kandiah, vétu d'un saran, une 
grande robe colorée, décroche un 
calendrier au mur et montre sur 
la carte les frontières de l'Etat 
tamoul dont il réve : « Voilà no- 
tre pays », dit-il. A Sri Lanka, il 
militait au Tamoul United Opera- 
tion Front, un parti qui ne serait, 
d'après lui, « ni marxiste ni socia- 
liste, simplement nationaliste э. 
En France, i| chercherait simple- 
ment à vivre « sans probléme », 
disposé méme, lui l'hindouiste, 
«à prier chaque semaine au 
Sacré-Cœur la Vierge Marie ». 

Les incidents récents ont per- 
turbé cette tranquillité, Sa 
femme, l'après-midi méme, a cru 
apercevoir dans la cabine télé- 
phonique de la place Gambetta 
un Cinghalais menacant: «La 
France, dit Kandiah, ne doit pas 
étre contente de ces bagarres. » 
П en connait l'origine: c'était, 
affirme-t-il, une affaire de famille 
entre un Tamoul et son beau- 
frère cinghalais. 11 en rejette 
toute la responsabilité sur ces 
Cinghalais dont il dit qu'à Sri- 
Lanka ils violent les femmes et 
tuent les prétres. 


NICOLAS BEAU. 


@ Un Sri-Lankais a été tué, 
le mercredi 3 aoüt, à Paris: 
M. Liyanage Don Ananda, un 
Cinghalais 4gé de vingt-trois 
ans, originaire de Colombo, a 
€té trouvé égorgé dans le bois de 
Vincennes, tout prés de l'espla- 
nade du cháteau. C'est le troi- 
sième Sri-Lankais tué à Paris 
depuis le début des événcments. 
Un autre ressortissant Sri- 
Lankais, de l'cthnie des 
Tamouls, M. Murugesa Santhu- 
rapa, 26 ans, conducteur dc tra- 
vaux, a lui été attaqué la méme 
nuit à son domicile А Ormesson, 
dans le Val-de-Marnc. Des indi- 
vidus l'ont assommé à coups de 
bouteilles et ont lacéré ses vête- 
ments à coups dc couteau, pro- 
voquant dcs blessures superfi- 


. cielles, 
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Fiery protest 


NEW DELHI, Tues — A 40-year-old Indian burned 
himself to death in theisouthern State of Tamil Nadu 
to protest against the alleged killings of Tamils in Sri 
Lanka, the Press Trust of India news agency reported 
yesterday. ` - 

It said Subramanium shouted slogans about the suf- 
fering of Tamils in Sri Lanka before dousing himself 
with kerosene and setting himself on fire on Sunday 
night in'Rajapalayam town. 

In a similar protest last Saturday, a man tried to 
immolate himself in front of the Sri Lankan consulate · 
in Madras, capital of Tamil Nadu, but was saved by 
passers-by. — Reuter 
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Án ‘land 


e e A 
divided; 

To judge by the tone of the Interviews 
he has given in the past few days, President 
Jayawardene of Sri Lanka believes that he 
has succeeded in averting a revolution and 
nipping a Communist plot in the bud. To 
the rest of the world the ugly racial con- 
frontation which .by official admission. cost 
more than 300 lives looked rather, more like 
a law and order problem that got out of 
hand. We earnestly hope that we are justi- 
fied in using the past tense here, and that 
majority Sinhalese violence against the 
Tamil minority in the north and east of the 
island has petered out, as the latest reports 
suggest. But even if the explosion of hatred 
has dissipated itself, the underlying problem 
is probably even further from a solution 
than it was before Tamil terrorists mur- 
dered 13 soldiers on July 23, the incident 
which set it al] off. 

Unless the President and the Sinhalese 
majority act quickly now to restore the con- 
fidence of the broad mass of Tamils in the 
central government, the terrorist element 
among them may feel encouraged to: exact 
"revenge" — and may gain a wider sym- 
pathy among aggrieved Tamils. Ambushing 
and killing soldiers is net to be condoned ; 
but the breakdown in military discipline 
which ensued, leading to indiscriminate kill- 
ing by troops, and the speed and precision 
with which Sinhalese troublemakers joined 
in the murder and arson are, if anything, 
even more inexcusable. While it is in the 
nature of states and governments to oppose 
any partiitionist tendency for fear of losing 
some of their power, Tamil separatism is 
only likely to be encouraged by the repres- 
sive measures taken during the emergency. 

The main separatist party has been out- 
lawed, and anyone who supports partition 
faces the loss of his civic rights. and even 
his job. Now Mr Jayawardene's government 
has announced that the State will take over 
all damaged property, including housing and 
industrial premises, in the interest of rapid 
reconstruction, an extraordinary measure 
hardly calculated to win over dispossessed 
Tamils, no matter how earnest the promise 
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"President. Jayawardene - 
'* got told of massacre” 


From David Beresford 
in Colombo. 


- President Jayawardene of Sti’ 


Lanka claimed yesterday that 
his army withheld information 
from him on massacres that 
had been committed in. the 
northern region of Jaffna. | 
The oppositión's leadét, “Mr 
A. Amirthal m, told the 
Ges JR A n | that e 
people: had. еф in the 
peu ninsula by: E 
evio Ort 
fore the start of the com- 
munal violence. 
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At the weekend, a Govern- 


‘tient spokesman ны Сыр 
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ardene claims he 


was not told of killings 


have told the.Guardian that, ining evidence about the killings, 


one incident, troops killed a 


number of students waiting atiordered b; 
a bus stop. They bera Жы їп X 


e town's magistrate was 
the Ministry of. De- 
Colombo not to hold 


the students, aged between 18 g planned inquest. The Govern- 


{апа 20 had been lined up 
‘separately and the: boys fired 


‚гоп. Six of them were. purpor- , 


tedly killed. and another two 
injured, - я ЭР 
Shortly afterwards, troops 
drove through a village about 
five miiles ' outside- Jaffna, 
shooting ‘at random at passérs 


"by. Two were reportedly killed 


and others injured. ` 
| It was claimed «that troops 
were then ordered back:to bar- 
,racks. But soldiers’ іп: civilian 
‘clothes were out im jeeps and 
raided a number .of*houses, 
‘shooting . inhabitants. . 
house, a family: planning offi- 
Gidl was -allegédly - shot dead 
while. upon his bed, and his 
72-year-old.’ father-in-law, а 
former headmaster, shot sitting 
outside an the verandah. About 
ople were allegédly killed 


16 pe 
T ig, incident. 


* "Phe indiscriminate killings 
followed the: murder of 13 sol- 
diers the previous. night. The 
‘soldiers,: in military vehicles, 
were killed by" the so-called 

group’ of "Tamil iter- 


iieri cil 


















Simmering tensions erupt 


n some places the city resembled a ghost 
ff town. in others a smoldering battlefield. 
Throughout Sri Lanka's palm-fringed., 


seaside capital, Colombo (pop. 


shops were shuttered and restaurants were 
closed. Small groups of helmeted troops | 
patrolled the empty streets, with instruc- | 


uons to shoot.curfew violators 
But those (ough measures 
“тау have come too late. 
During the previous five 
days, bands of Buddhist Sin- 
halese. 50 to 100 strong. had 
smashed. burned and plun- 
dered thousands of houses 
апд shops belonging to pre- · 
‚ dominantly Hindu Tamils. 
In Colombo’s jail. 52 Tamils 
had been bludgeoned to . 
- death. As the worst riots іп 7 
the history of the island 
republic subsided. 50.000 
Tamils were left homeless 
and at least 
‘were dead. 
The bloodshed was trig- s 
“gered by the incendiary ac- 
lions of a small group of 


a separate homeland 
ka. Over the past six 


| 

586.000), | 

terrorists ambushed 
Sinhalese soldiers. 

President 





on sight. 


140 people 14:5 


O° s 


Office block in Colombo's commercial center 


In,one: 


| Tamil extremists who contend that their 
race, which accounts for 11% of the na- 
tion’s 15 million people, should be granted 


! ists have planted bombs, set govérnment 
buildings ablaze and, according to the 
government, killed 73 Sinhalese in and 
around the Tamil-dominated northern 
city of Jaffna. Only two weeks ago. Tamil 


Junius 
| Jayawardene, 76. has tried to mollify 


ment has 
quests in 
killings. "HAT | 
Asked yesterday why no. in- 
quate had en held in the 
Jaffna instance, President 
Jayawardene | 
know -until a couple of days. 
“ago. It is too late now.” | 
‚ It'is generally held that the 
murder of the. 13 soldiers 2 
July 23 triggered the subse- 
quent . communal violence, in 
-which. roughly 300 people were 
ee in in i paris of t 
Asian p- “ALCOR Pais; UO 
men Mies Ko ine the 
alese ‘population, like | 
Sinhalese ‘population, хе the 
vehgeance which the dead: sol- 
dier’s colleagues had already 
reached in the north, 
dominated predominantly by 
the minority Tamil population. 
There have been no com- 
munal clashes in the Jaffna 
area, the. small Sinhalese 
population there having been 
evacuated by the army. when 
the trouble began. 
The Sri Lanka Government 
blamed ап unnamed foreign 
ower for the violence, simul- 


jans to waive in- 
die case of military 


o 


' Govern- 







moderate 


in northern Sri Lan- 
years the secession- 


sibility to 


to invoke 
and slaughtered 13 


R CLR” | 


we ud aeS 
би ӘП out by rloters 


nt th 
sid: 4I didat ше 


aneously outlawing three local’ 






Marxist organisations, includ- 
їп the Communist Party. In 
yesterday’s interview, however, 
President Jayawardene said 
thefe was no proof of Com- 
munist involvement in the 
riots. But he said that the Rus- 


sians might have had a hand 
in them. 

In a lengthy interview with 
Guardian. at his. Jaffna 
home on Friday night, ‘the 
leader of the opposition, Mr 
Amirthalingum, claimed that 
the riots had been i ome un 
by a section of President 
Jayawardene's ruling. United 
National Party. 

Mr Amirthalingum said that 
he himself had. been the target 
of troops in Jaffna, who, he 
had learned, had  comman- 
deered a van and ordered the 
driver іо take them to his 
house. The driver had not done 
so. 

The leader of the Tamil 
United Liberation Front has 
been unable to return їо Col- 
ombo to: attend Parliament, for 
fear of being killed there. 

The. Government last night 
announced plans to take a 
majority shareholding in indus- 
trial. properties damaged in the 
recent ‘rioting, às part of, a re- 
habilitation ` LO ag 

A will be. imposed 
onl pm 


curfew - 
from 10 


















Tamils by offering them jobs, 


encouraging them to use their own lan- 
guage and delegating some local respon- 


them. But Jayawardene had 


'also ordered his troops to stamp out the 
separatists by force and, according to an 
Amnesty International report, had sent 
Tamils to prisons in which they have 
been brutally tortured. Forced in May 


the fifth state of emergency 


since Jayawardene took office in 1977, 
| the Sri Lankan government last Satur- 
day proposed a constitutional amend- 
ment that jwould ban the secessionist 


a party, as well as all sepa- 
ı fatist activity. ў 
Although Sri Lanka's 
12,000-man army is too 
weak to maintain order, 
Jayawardene has so far re- 
fused to request assistance 
from Indian troops. But ne- 
cessity may prove the moth- 
er of intervention. Almost 
“a third of the industries 
, and trading establishments, 
in Jayawardene’s free-en- 
terprise system are run ‘by 
hard-working Tamils; many 
of those buildings now lie in 
ashes. Unless the govern- 


more of Sri Lanka's econo- 
my may go up in flames. 8 
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ment acts decisively, still |. 
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Tamal minority problems “that | of Parliament and the people; discuss the grievances of Sri 


India sets 
up fund 
for Tamils 


From Ajoy Bose 
in New Delhi 

The Prime Minister, Mrs 
Gandhi, told Parliament yester- 
day that the Sri Lankan Gov- 
ernment had accepted ап 
Indian offer of help in finding 


a permanent solution to the: 


would satisfy the legitimate | 
aspirations of the Tamils and 
ensure their security." w 


Making a detailed statement 
in both houses of Parliament | 
on her talks with President 
Jayawardene's brother and 
special emissary, Mr Hector 
Jayawardene, Mrs Gandhi said 
that Sri Lanka had agreed to 
consider any proposals by 
India which would give the 
Tamil minority their due share 
of State affairs within ` the 
framework of a united Sr 
Lanka. 

The Prime Minister said that 
ehe had conveved the concern 





of India at the recent riots and 
also suggested that thé solution 
to the problems of the Tamil 


minority in Sri Lanka "be: 
sought at the conference 
table." 


Mrs Gandhi said that the Sri 
Lankan President had invited 
the Indian Parliament to send 
an all-party delegation to Sri 
Lanka to assess the situation 
on the island. Тһе. special 


emissary left for Colombo yes-: 
terday after a four-day visit. 


The General Secretary of the: 
Tamil United Liberation Front, 
Mr Amrithalingam, is expected 
to meet Mrs Gandhi todav to 





@ Victims of the violence at Jaffna on July 24, shot down, witnesses say, by rampaging soldiers 


Lankan Tamils. 


Mrs Gandhi's statement to 
Parliament failed to  mollify 


.the Indian opposition Tamil 


Party, the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam, which staged a 
noisy walk-out 

DMK, as well as other орро- 
sition members, asked her to 
guarantee that the Sri Lankan 
Government’s assurance to pro- 
tect Tamil interests was genu- 
ine. : 

Mrs Gandhi also announced 
the creation of a fund for vic- 
tims of last month's bloodshed 
in Sri Lanka. 





Eyes ‘gouged out? in Sri Lankan gaol 


From David Beresford 
in Colombo 


THE  Badulla massacre of 
civilians is the only one, 
apart from Jaffna, of which 
the Guardian has an account 
from a witness. But there are 
reports of at least one other, 
similar massacre in the town 
of Nuwaraelya, near Badulla, 
in which 13 people are said 
to have been killed. Troops 
were again allegedly іп- 
volved. 

While accounts of these 
massacres аге circulating 
widely among Sri Lanka's 
Tamil population, it is the 
massacres in the Welikada 
gaol which are attracting the 
most attention. There is par- 
ticular interest in circum- 
stances in which two alleged 
guerrilla leaders were killed. 

The two men, Sellarasa 
" Kutimani" Yogachandiran, 
leader of the Tamil Eelam 
Liberation Organisation and 
a political writer and Ganes- 
hanathan  Jeganathan had 
been sentenced to death last 
year for the murder of a 
policeman. 


In speeches from the dock, 


the two men announced that 
they would donate their eyes 


in the hope that they would 
be grafted on to Tamils who 
would see the birth of 
Eelam. The independent state 
for which they were fighting. 

Secondhand reports from 
Batticaloa. gaol, 
survivors of the Welikada 
massacre are now being kept, 
say that the two men were 
forced to kneel and their 
eyes gouged out with iron 
bars before they were killed. 
. One version has it that 
Kutimani’s tongue was cut 
out by an attacker who drank 
the blood and cried: “ I have 
drunk the blood of a Tiger." 

The two men were among 
35 killed in the Welikada 
gaol on July 25. Another 17 
were killed in the gaol two 
days later and the Guardian 
has obtained a first hand 
account of part of the fight- 
ing in this incident, includ- 
ing the circumstances іп 
which Sri Lanka's Gandhian 
leader, Dr  Rajasunderam, 
died. 

Dr Rajasunderam was one 
of nine men, including two 
Catholic priests and a Metho- 
dist minister, who were 
moved out of their cells im- 
mediately after. the July 25 
killings — to make way for 


where the . 


survivors moved into their 
cells on security grounds — 
into а padilocked 
upstairs in the same block. 

The nine, convinced that 
further attacks were coming, 
made repeated repre- 
sentations to the prison auth- 
orities on July 26 for better 
security measures. Assur- 
ances were given that they 
would be protected, but 
nothing was done. 

At 2.30 pm on July 27, 
hearing screaming and whis- 
tling outside, one of the 
priests looked out of a high 
window and saw prisoners 
breaking in from а neigh- 
bouring compound, wielding 
axes, iron bars, pieces of fire- 
wood, and sticks. There was 
no sign of prison guards. 

The mob, which was later 
found to have killed 16 pri- 
soners in. the downstairs 
cells, ran up to the hall and 
began breaking the padlock. 

Dr  Rajasunderam . then 
went to the door and cried 
out: * Why are you trying to 
kill. us? What have we done 
to you?” Р 

At that moment, the door 
burst open and Dr Rajasun- 
deram was hit on the side of 
the neck by a length of iron. 


hall, 


Blood was seen to spurt 
several feet. 
“At that juncture, we 


thought we should defend 
ourselves,” one of the pri- 
soners related. “We broke 
the two tables in the hall 
and took the legs to defend 
ourselves. 

“We kept them at bay. 
They threw bricks at us. We 
threw them back. Pieces of 
firewood and an iron bar 
were thrown at us. We used 
it to defend ourselves. It 
went. on for about half an 
hour. They shouted : * You 
are the priests, we must kill 
you." 


The killing was eventually 
ended by the army, who 
moved in with teargas. 

An inquest has been 
opened into the  Welikada 
massacres, but the above de- 
tails did not emerge. Prison 
warders claim that keys to 
ihe. cells were stolen from 
them. 

Lawyers for the prisoners, 
who have accused the 
warders of having рагіісі- 
pated, claim that they were 
not given the opportunity to 
bring evidence despite repre- 
sentation to the Government. 
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Tamils are voting with 


their feet for partition 


T. R. LANSNER reports from jatina on the great trek north 


A DE FACTO partition of 
Sri Lanka is already 
under way, despite the 
coming into force last week 
of the sixth améndment to 
the constitution, which bans 
the advocacy of separatism. 

By today, more than 25,000 
Tamils burned out of their 
homes by marauding Sinhalese 
mobs are expected to have 
reached the Tamil-dominated 
Jaffna area, in the north of the 
country, by ship, bus or train. 

A lucky few carry with them 
a few boxes or cases of 
belongings; most have only 
what they were wearing when 
they fled. 

Though most of the Tamils 
living in Sinhalese areas have 


yet to make a move to the: 


north, where economic pros- 
pects are dim, a Лам 
promulgated last week vesting 
all damaged properties with the 
Government raises the spectre 
of expropriation for ‘those 
Tamils willing to consider 
rebuilding in the south. 
Eye-witness accounts of 
massacres of Tamils by soldiers 
їп Jaffna, Badullah and other 
towns, and arson and rioting by 
the navy and organised bands 
of thugs with known connec- 
tions: to the ruling United 
National Party, raise serious 
den about how far the 
yovernment is in control. 


Church leaders met Président 
Junius Jayawardene shortly 
before the latest disturbances 
and asked him to curb army 
brutality against Tamils in the 
Jaffna area. à 

His response, according to 
one of those at the conference, 
was that he was aware of army 
indiscipline and excesses, but 
‘there would Бе a revolt’ if he 
took any action. 

In the Cabinet the President 
faces a faction identified with 
Industry Minister Cyril 
Mathew, which has been 
accused by opposition politi- 
cians, and independent 
observers of planning the anti- 
Tamil rampage. 

On the first day of violence 
in Colombo, when thousands of 
vTamil businesses and 
residences were gutted, police 
had orders not to intervene, it 
is claimed. 

Certainly, hundreds of armed 
police deployed through the 
city could be seen standing idly 
by as mobs broke down shop 
doors, overturned and burned 
vehicles and looted homes and 
businesses. ; 

Even when Tamils were set 


upon and beaten and burned to . 


death, police armed with auto- 
matic weapons did nothing. 

It is evident from survivors’ 
accounts that the murder of 53 
political prisoners in , two 


incidents was not the spon- 
taneous outburst of fellow 
prisoners’ rage described by 
the Government, but was 
abetted by prison warders and. 
army personnel. 

The Government is still 
maintaining press censorship 
and carefully feeding out its 
own version of events. But no 
evidence has been'produced to 
corroborate the claim of the 
* hidden hand’ of an ‘ unnamed 
great power’ involved in a plot 
to overthrow the regime. 

Economic damage wreaked 
by the rioters is estimated at 
wel aver £100 million. 
Directly or indirectly, probably 


` nearly a million people, mostly 


Sinhalese, have 1051 their 


livelihoods. 

Although Government opti- 
mism abounds, foreign capital 
urgently needed for repair of 
lost factories will be hard to 
attract. Cash from tourists 
frightened off will be sorely 
missed, as will earnings from 
shattered export-oriented tex- 
tile factories. 

Any lasting recovery must be 
based on restoring communal 
calm, if not harmony. An 
accommodation to the 
aggrieved Tamil minority 
might ensure that calm, but 
President Jayawardene is in no 
position to deliver any such 
agreement. 


Around Jaffna backing for 
the ‘tiger army’ of three small 
Tamil guerrilla groups is 
almost universal. The latest 
pogrom against the Tamils is 
bringing the extremists new 
Support and among the thous- 
ands of refugees ^ arriving 
penniless in Jaffna are many 
who ask how they can join the 
‘ Tigers.’ 

After I let it be known that 
I wished to contact the 
underground resistance in 
Jaffna, a slender young man 
approached me and presented 
a card emblazoned with a map 
of Tamil areas of Sri Lanka and 


several hands holding weapons, 


which read ‘Eelam Peoples’ 
Liberation Front Strike Force.’ 

He took me through back 
lanes of the densely populated 
town to a house where children 
were playing by laundry 
fluttering in the garden. Inside, 
several young men introduced 
themselves by their aliases and 
produced cards identical to the 
messenger's. 

Identifying themselves as 
spokesmen for the EPLF, they 
claimed to be organising large- 
scale resistance. ‘ There have 
been so, many non-violent 
struggles and they all produced 
nothing, one said. ‘We are 
going all over the villages to 
explain how we can fight the 
Government.’ 
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Guardians of law even 


encouraged | 


The following is the full text of Mr. 
Thondaman's statement. 


Violence against the Tamil 
minority, which has been. a 
permanent feature of Sri Lanka's 
political scene during the past 
three decades has erupted once 
again on a large scale with, 
unprecedented savagery. 


Organised groups went on a. 


rampage, unchecked for nearly a 
weck, destroying and looting 
property, setting: houses and 
establishments on fire, and killing 
and maiming the innocent and 
defenceless victims while the 


guardians of the law remained 
inactive and in some instances 


-ven encouraged and assisted the. 


lawlessness. 

We are deeply grieved that this 
wave of violence has been 
unleashed even before the wounds 
inflicted ‘by the criminals in 
August 1981 had healed. The vast 
majonty of the peace loving 
Tamils, who by bag: ork and 
frugality have helped to build the 
economy ‘of this counfry,; Bave 
been rgndered destitute overnight. 

There is substantial evidence to 
t tieve that the events of the Jast 


awlessness 


— CWC 


сек of July are not a sudden and 
spontaneous outburst. of the 
Sinhala population against -the 
Tamils. It appears that a 
concerted attempt has been made 
by means of a carefully laid out 
plan over a long period of time to 
destroy the houses and belongings 
of persons of Indan origin in the 
professions and the trade. The 
objective of the exercise appears 
to be to deny this community all 
avenues of progress and condemn 
them to a permanent state of 
captive labour. Large number of 
estate workers have also been 
affected. 


Even before the riots began in 
Colombo, the attack on the Tamil 
settlers in the Mannar, Vavuniya 
and Trincomalee areas had been 
set in motion. It is significant that 
v. .nmunal violence on a large 
scale commenced with the 

zning of the huts of settlers in 
Trincomalee. They were uprooted 
from their homes in the early 
hours of the morning of 23га July 
bundled and brought against their 
will to Nuwara Eliya and Hatton 
and left as destitutes. 
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Survivor 
describes 
Sri Lanka 


From David Beresford 
iz Colombo 


NEW EVIDENCE that the 
security forces were involved 
he massacre of civilians 
s beginning to emerge in Sri 
anka. 
he Guardian has obtained 
st-hand account of a mas- 
e in the southern town of 
ulla in which the army 
police were allegedly in- 
ed in the murder of 14 
Dle, according to a sur- 





















Details are also emerging 
of the killings in Welikada 





prison. Colombo, in which 52 
prisoners died — which sug- 
zest that they might have 
zeen carried out with the 
ezznivance of prison staff. 

An account of how. a group 
of inmates, including three 
-ergymen, fought a pitched 
attle for their lives has 
een given by survivors. 
hese accounts follow de- 
of alleged army mas- 
es in the northern 
insula of Jaffna — includ- 
the murder of six school- 
s at a bus stop 
~=ported by the Guardian on 
fonday. They raise questions 
spout the responsibility of 
ior security force officers 
members of the Govern- 
ment 

Last weekend President 
Izyawardene was questioned 
fering a recorded interview 
out the basis of evidence 
zzthered in Jaffna by the 
Geardian. He claimed that 


"е army withheld inform- 
ation about the massacres 
from him for nearly two 
weeks, 

But the leader of the 
Opposition, Mr A.. Amirthal- 
who lives 
na, has claimed that he 


















telephoned the President the 
tay after the massacres took 
асе, Monday July 25. to in- 
form him. “He said 





2 inquests have been held 
=o the Jaffna killings 
use he was informed too 





The Jaffna massacres have 
seen blamed on troops going 


оо 
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Sri Lanka: Á Hypothesis 
The dislike, often the hatred, of easygoing 
people for the energetic and industrious could 
be one reason for the attacks by the Sinhalese 
on the Tamils in Sri Lanka. This is a political 
_ Phenomenon that can be observed all round 
the basin of the Indian Ocean. There is the 
hostility of the Laotians, Cambodians and 
Thais for the Vietnamese; of all four of those 
peoples for immigrant Chinese; of the Indone- 
sians and Malays for Chinese and Indians, 


On the main road in front 


rorists in the area the pre-there was a pile of bodies, 
vious night. But the latestincluding those of her hus- 
incident to be reported took band, brother-in-law, father- 
place 200 miles to the south. in-law, and her sister-in-law's 


The survivors’ account was husband. They all appeared . 


i i to have gunshot wounds and 
OMM Бате and her children—two 
of three children whodaughters aged nine and: 
belonged to one of two Tamil Seven, Eun а Son 'of wo cm 
families attacked. She gave Were able to see her hus- 
her story through an inter- band’s intestines falling out 
preter and broke d and his head staved in. 

‘she completed x^ own Also among the bodies 

Mrs Ganesan said that sheWere a tenant from | her 
was a weaving teacher, mar.2Unt 5 house and his threc- 
ried to a used-car salesman, Yat-0ld daugher, the tenant's 





most of the latter being Tamils; of the Burmese 
for Indians; of East Africans for Indians. 
This is not to say that the people who do the 
resenting are lazy. For the most part they live 
in fertile, well-watered lands [and] many of 
these places have been underpopulated. Be- 
hind the Indian Ocean basin [are] two enor- 
mous reservoirs, in India and China, of excess 
people who have had to become industrious in 
order to survive in the struggle for existence. 


— The Economist (London). 





massacre 


berserk after the murder of 
13 colleagues by Tamil ter-of Mr Ramanathan’s house, 
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living with her family at brother-in-law, and a visitor 


.Muthieyangana 


oa 
ET y, Ramanathan 
Badulla, a well-to-do street sons, aged between 15 
22. 


which included three 
homes, 

At about 10 am on Wed- 
nesday, July 27, 


100 yards away, attacking 
passing vehicles. ' She said 


i taken 
that her family telephoned began. The owners tried to 


the police to evacuate them, 
but they did not come, 

The crowd then began to 
attack the home of a neigh- 
bour, Mr Ramanathan—well- 
known locally as a camphor 
dealer—trying to break down 


his gate. Mr Ramanathan, 
who had a shotgun, fired a 
Single round into the air 
through a window to try to 
frighten them away. 

The. army then arrived, 
according to Mrs Ganesan, 
and took up positions behind 
the crowd which began to 
attack the gate again. Mr 
Ramanathan fired at them 
without appearing to hit 
anyone. ` 

Mrs Ganesan said that a 
son of Mr Ramanathan, aged 
‘about 15, climbed on to the 
‘roof of their 
jan umbrella—it was raining— 


She 
children down a lane at the 
back of this house to the 
main road. She said she saw 
pools of blóod in the lane. 


was led with her 


a crowd od that ner crippled 
8 і bedridden father-in-law 
Ge verde ie A Dna depot been shot in bed in a Singha- 


Mr 
four 
and 


aunt’s 
and 


the home, 


his 


Mrs Ganesan said she was 
and 
had 


lese house where he was 
before the attack 


claim that he was a servant. 
Her other relatives were shot 
in the lane, all by soldiers, 
she said. The Ramanathan 
menfolk had been hacked 


and beaten to death by the- 


crowd, she said. 


While they were standing 
the corpses, Mrs 
Ramanathan was ordered by 
troops to go into her house 
and bring out “the other 
Tigers (Tamil terrorists oper- 
ating in the north) and 
guns, said Mrs Ganesan. 
After she protested that all 
the men from the house were 
on the pile her 16-year-old 
daughter was sent in, coming 
out to say that there was 
nobody there. 


Diesel fuel, was then 
poured over three lorries, a 
van. and a motorcycle parked 
around the house. A brand 
was lighted and handed to 
Mrs Ramanathan's daughter, 
who was made to 
home and the vehicles 
fire. The bodies were then 
thrown onto the flames. 


Soldiers · started to push 
the women and children 
towards the fire, but were 


stopped by one of the police- 
men who, Mrs Ganesan said, 
were in the crowd. The 
women and children were 
then driven to а police 
station, their names taken, 
then released. 


sct her. 
on 


` SIR--The demand for a separ. 
State was made by Tamils in 1077 
after nearly 30 years of trying to 
live together with Singalese in Sri 
Lanka. Various compromise ar- 
Tangements were tried out, from 
regional autonomy to "reason- 
able use" of the Tamil language. 


All such measures were either 
rejected by the Sinhala adminis- 
tration or, when accepted, were 
not implemented. Tamils in ev- 
ery walk of life have been dis- 
criminated against, beginning in 
1949 with the stripping of thc 
citizenship of the Tamil planta 
tion workers and now with a law 
that allows the army to dispose of 
Tamil bodies without post-mor- 
tems or notifying the next-of-kin. 

The “riots between the Tamils 
and the Singalese" you men- 
tioned (July 30th) are more cor- 
rectly described as assaults on the 
Tamils by the Singalese. They 
occurred even before any talk of 
separation. Witness the 1958 ri- 
ots that sent many Tamils pack- 
ing to other countries. The worst 
assaults have occurred in the past 
six years. Mr Jayewardene has 
shown his true intentions Бу 
blaming the murders of the Tamil 
population on the Tamils them- 
selves. Your editorial not only 
grants Mr Jayewardene the 
"good guy" label, it also seems to 
blame all the problems on the 
Tigers. The Tigers just reflect in 
action what most Tamils, includ- 
ing moderates like me, have 
come to believe with every act of 
genocide. There is no alternative 
to separation, 


New Delhi Kasi Pin А! 
"— PN 


GUARDIAN 23.8.83 


Tormenting- the Tamils 


AS ethnically divided islands go, Sri Lanka 
bas had a relatively peaceful history, being 
associated in the public mind with up- 

market package holidays rather than inter- 
communal violence. Lamentably, that is 
not the case now—after the deaths of 
about 300 people and the destruction of 
hundreds of houses, shops and factories by 
rioters and looters. 

Ав with Cyprus, the roots of the problem 
are traceable to the days of British colonial 
rule, since when the hatreds which have 
now broken surface have been smouldering 

with increasing intensity. The minority. 
Tamils, against whom the violence is now 
ing perpetrated, were promoted by the 
British to top jobs in the Civil Service and 


in. business. The Tamils, whose homes are : 


in the northern, more arid part of the 
island, where the agricultural way of life is 
no'easy. option, accepted this favoured 
treatment with alacrity. As a result, the 
majority Sinhalese approached indepen- 
dence determined to have their revenge. 
They chipped away first at the privileges 
and then at the basic rights of the Tamils. 
-The language and. sectarian policies of 
successive. governments in Colombo have 
led to a'sbarp fall in the recruitment of 
Tamils to posts in the government, which 
in Sri Lanka, as in many other Third World. 
сайы 
Between 1956 and 1970, for instance, the 
proportion of Tamils im the administrative 
service declined from 30 per cent to 5 per 
cent, The proportion of Tamils in Sri 


is the principal employer. ` 


Lankan universities has also dropped 
dramatically. The constitutional provision 
for * reasonable ° use of the Tamil language. 


.in limited areas has become a dead letter. 


It is no ‘surprise that many Tamils now 

believe that the only answer is partition. 
Unfortunately, the reaction of President 

Jayawardene so far can only exacerbate the 


.problems. On Friday he used the big 


parliamentary majority United National 
Party to pass ап amendment to the 
constitution which appears to outlaw the 
leading Tamil party, the Tamil United 
Liberation Front (TULF). The amendment 
imposes severe penalties on any pérson or 
party advocating the division of the island 
into separate homelands. This is the 
official policy of TULF. The President has 
also been blaming the Tamils themselves 
for the violence, failing to make a 
distinctio: between the majority of peace- 
loving Tamils and Tamil Tiger guerrilla 
groups who have | committed acts of 
violence. 

By these actions — Jayawardene 
gives the appearance of. condoning the 
outrages committed against the Tamils in 
recent weeks. The effect will be to drive 
more Tamils towards the terrorist groups. 
There is some hope in the decision to set 
up a new ministry to handle relief and 
rehabilitation work. It must act generously 
and impartially. But, if the drift towards 
civil war is to be halted, President 
Mertens: must come down firmly on the 

ide of political reconciliation. 
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Tamils in 
Britain | 
protest 


By Susan Tirbutt 

A pressure group for Tamil- 
speaking people in Britain yes- 
terday called on the 
Government to withdraw the 
invitation to Britain in October 


of the president of Sri Lanka. 


Mr Jayawardene is to make 


2 state visit from October 25 to 


The London-based Tamil 
Rescue Appeal conceded that 
they could not stop the visit, 
but said there would be big de- 
monstrations against him. An 
estimated 25,000 Tamils live in 
Britain. 

The group, launched at a 
press conference in London 
yesterday, also called on the 
Government to ensure that dis- 
tribution of aid to Sri Lankà 
was supervised by international 
сараа 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said the Government had re- 
cently: given £50,000 to an 


emergency appeal by the Sri 
Lankan Red Cross for families 
of the victims of the riots. 
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New warning to 


Sri Lankan 


From David Beresford The 


Festival, 


left 


in . which 


in C "olombo 


President Jayawardene of Sri 


Lanka, in a broadcast to the 
country last night, once again 
accused leftwing parties of 
fomenting last month's com- 
munal violence. He said that 
their role in the violence was 
being. investigated and he 
. threatened further 
against them. 


,.-Ihe President delivered. his 
&peech on radio and television 
shortly before leaving for 
Kandy, the focus of new ten- 
sion during the next 24 hours. 


Troops have been moved, into Ji 


the area to. protect the most 
important. Buddhist festival, 
the Esala Perahera. The Gov- 
ernment says that bomb 
threats have been received. 


action, 


dozens of elephants take part 
in parades, reaches a climax 
tonight—under the full móon— 
and tomorrow morning. 


The President's lengthy and 
rambling speech was  note- 
worthy in that once agdin he 
failed specifically to condemn 
the pogrom against the Tamil 
minority. He = conceded that 
“hundreds of people lost their 
lives, thousands lost their jobs, 
houses were: burnt, factories 
destroyed.” . But he added: 
“These events applied equally 
to all citizens of Sri Lanka, 
Singhalese, ‘Tamil and Mus- 
ims.” 

He went.on: “I-had been 
advised that I should say this 
or something else, but thought 
I should speak from the depth 
of my conscience, not to hurt 





President Jayawardene 


but to place before you certain 
facts and opinion. which I 
hold.” 

He then sketched the history 
of his administration—stressing 
its “democratic” nature—and 
accused leftwing groups of try- 
ing to .overthrow it, referring 
specifically to three banned 


Marxist organisations : the 


Peonles Liberation Front, the 





‘Communist Party and the New 


Socialist Party. 


Mr Jayawardene declared: 
“These parties do not believe 
in democracy, these . parties 
feel that, under the democratic 
system, the economic advance 
that we have undertaken, the 
economic steps we have taken, 
to give jobs to our people, to 
raise the standard of living of 
our people, would attain such 
a height in the next few years 
that all chances of coming to 
office will be lost and 
finished.” i 

Elsewhere on the island, the 
Government yesterday 
extended a night curfew to 
cover three more districts, 
Jaffna in the north and Trinco- 
malee. and Batticaloa in the 
east, 


In Geneva, Sri Lanka yester- 
day defended its conduct in 
the race riots before the UN 
sub-commission on human 
rights, where it was accused of 
indifference to the fate of tne 
Tamils.. Its Ambassador, Mr 
Alexander Jayakoddy, said alle- 
gations that. the Government 
made no attempt to quell the 
violence were utterly false. 
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Jayawardene: 


Hired thugs 
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deliberately lifted to communicate the news 


Amrit Wilson on Jayawardene’s of the murders of the soldiers ees y 
role in anti- Tamil violence had been ambushed by guerrillas after the 
. : gang rape of three Tamil schoolgirls by thei 
THE M GENOCIDE of Tamils in Sri unit). Information about E odit 20 
Vi en ql Wr ине ` ` e rapes), the names of the dead so 
Lanka has been depicted. by the British PR d y her атаа cremi 
press as two groups of black people savagely liers and the date ot their proposee 
attacking and killing each other to the hor- UOP WS placéd by the government informa- 
ror and inconvenience of British tourists. It tion department in most Major newspapers. 
is a picture that Sri Lanka's government The bodies, which were not handed over 
would altogether approve - with President directly to relatives, were then brought to 
| ak 3 . Colombo and cremated in the main cemetery 
Jayawardene claiming that he did not know ; А " 
j in front of a large gathering. The next day, 


of the army's attacks on civilians. But, grad- f th п the strecis and 
ually, with eyewitness accounts, telephone aoe 9 b nd. out. on the 
information and fact sheets coming clandes- | "These siens p co been am Cnt 
tinely out of the country, a picture is build- . ESC UDAES Г E Gri jns h oli E i 
ing up which not only implicates leading important part of the Sri Lankan porca 

; i ,CaCIDB scene over the last few vears. They are like 
niembers of the government and their asso- К е Ва ык 
ciates, but suggests a planned and well coor- storm troopers, employed by right-wing po- 
daed operation vesitetseenr of the CIA liticians and used freely at election time to 
fümensd ‘race riots’ in Guyana in 1964 intimidate, for example, NOIGKS: Earlier this 

Of these терте and fact shunts. vow af 2°25 as the Dutch group points out in ns 
“the mem dash шы carefully researched report, at least two MPs went in person to 
come from a solidarity group in the Nether- police вие to release their thugs, who 
lands, the Stichting Sri Lanka Weskgroep, had e pue = oni Lp 
whose members have just returned from Sri oppenen е релеп на 
Lanka, and from an all-party group of army, police and gangs of thugs acted in 
$ Я i \ . 

: : - ; non. 
mainly Sinhalese observers based in the Wc fin ili f фе Sinis 

: | AED s xs . s Sinfi- 

country. Both come to the same conclusions , «шой те DUE герп, Ниш 5% 


: . ‘se all-party g ‘small gangs of men 
- that the violence was deliberately started lese all- party. group, small gangs of me 
by the government and was eartied aut provided with householders lists burned Ta- 


through the use of thugs, controlled and mil houses and flats tin Sinhalese-owned 


organised by members of a faction of the buildings, only the contents of Tamil homes 
UNP ruling party close to Premadasa. the ane destroyed). [еу yerum expoptiss 
prime minister. within siglit of the I resident s house, a few 
The British media, fed mainly through Sri yards anay from the prime өз ач 
Lankan government sources, have told us Чепсе, ip blocks adjacent to or oppose 
that the riots were triggered off by Sinhalese police stations taking саге. on a hot dry 
anger at the killing of 13 soldiers by Tamil Morning. not to мап fires which wed 
terrorists. But both the Sinhalese all-party spread to adjoining Sinhalese Ob Ls 
group and the Dutch organisation produce owned property. Accidents and SLATES o 
evidence to the contrary. Censorship, they NORIS were few. Sume WE сата мак 
point out, had been imposed in early June, loads of soldiers cheering on’ the arsonists 
< ostensibly to defuse the possibly inflamma- hands, ` 
‘tory effects of terrorist activity. But it was 


` 
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New Delhi protest against the killings: deep concem. _ 


In Mount Lavina, a suburb of Colombo, 
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thugs were led by UNP Councillor Tissa 
Abevsekara. In Jaela and Wattala, Joseph 
Michael, deputy minister of Labour, was 
scen leading his thugs. In the Maradana area 
of Colombo, thugs brought in from up to 
100 miles away tand loyal to Premadasa, to 
M. H. Mohamed the transport minister and 
to Cyril Matthew, Minister of Industries) 
were identified by eve witnesses. 

As the Netherlands. group comments, 
there were some remarkable similarities to 
the post-election violence of 1977. But this 
ume, with over 1.000 dead and 80.000 held 
under appalling conditions in refugee camps 
twhere essential medical aid is kept locked 
up in government warehouses), violence by 
far exceeds that of any previous phase. The 
move to the North is resulting in an en- 
forced and unprecedented division of the 
country — effectively into Tamil and Sinha- 
lese areas. This. together with the govern- 
ments ominous announcement that i will 
take over all damaged property in the South, 
suggests that the repression is likely to con- 
tinue апа. possibly, intensity. 

The crisis has already meant the rise to 
prominence of officials and ministers close 
to the right wing of the UNP. A particularly 
interesting appointment is that of. Douglas 
Livanage, secretary to the Minister of State. 
Liyanage was involved in a right-wing, 
allegedly CIA-backed army coup against 
Mrs Bandaranaike’s government in 1961. 

As the Netherlands group put it, Javawar- 
dene, ‘the miracle man who combined de- 
mocracy with development and economic 


growth in а world of recession, has now 
jettisoned democracy and openly set on the 
road taken by Marcos and Lee Kwan Yew’. 
What the last few weeks have shown is that 
he is not in sole control down this road. 
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About sixty four houses, 
three mini buses, nine cars, 
three motor cycles and 36 
bicycles were set on fire 
by Army men on a rampage 
at Kantharmadam in Jaffna 
on Wednesday the 18th 
.evening and night as soon 
as a state of emergency 
came into force at 5 p.m. This 
was believed to be the 


jeeps and cars. Cash, 
items of jewellery and valu- 
ables had also been looted 
from some of the more 
affluent middle class homes 


while the worst affected 
were the depressed class 
families in the area who 
not only lost their homes 
but whatever possessions 
they had. 


twenty five minutes. Later 
they coolly wheeled away 
their bicycles leaving be- 
bind Corporal Jayawardene 
dead, and Soldier Bandara 
and PCs Tilekeratne and 
Premadasa badly injured. 
Eye witnesses said the 
youth had spoken to the 
public as they cycled along 





They turned their guns on the hospita 


Army's *reply" to the -kill- 
ing of Corporal Jayawar- 
dene by militant youths at 
. the polling centre-in the 
vicinity an hour earlier. 


The army men who were 
mostly in civils came fully 
armed in several trucks, 


The Army reprisal fol- 
lowed the shoot-out bet- 
ween youths and the Armed 
personnel who were guard- 
ing the Saiva Prakasa Vid- 
yalayam polling booth. 
About eight youths had 
come there at 4 p.m. and 
exchanged fire for about 


Adiyapatham Road, Tin- 
nevelly introducing them- 
selves as “Prabaharan 
Group" and informing 
them of the killings. None 
of them appeared injured. 


Later in the evening, a 


helicopter flew iow ^ and 








landed in the area and 
trucks and jeeps loaded 
with soldiers numbering 


about 600 entered the Ara- 
sady Road. 
whose houses were reducéd 
to ashes told Saturday Re- 
view, that the attackers had 
thrown what looked like 
` petrol bombs to the cadjan 
fences and the smaller 
cadjan roofed ^ houses. 
Some soldiers were also 
seen with — *Pandams" 
(torches). Trucks smashed 
the iron. gates of some 
houses before the men 
walked in. Many of the 


` males in the area were as- ` 


saulted with: rifle butts. 
Passing vehicles were stop- 
ped and burnt. As the 
dark smoke leapt into the 
skies, men, women and 
children of the surround- 
ing arcas ran in all direc- 
tions for safety. 

Many of the families ran 
to the temples nearby and 
the premises of the Uni- 
versity of Jaffna, for 
temporary refuge. It was 
at 4 a.m. next dawn that 
the last trucks rumbled out 
of Kantharmadam, leaving 
behind the ashes and rub- 
ble of this dense residential 
area, and reeking stench of 
burnt cattle. 

Meanwhile another group 
of soldiers went on a small 
"spree' to the town area 
at about 8.30 p.m. As 
the trucks roared through 
the main streets the soldiers 
fired into the air to frighten 
the public. The vegetable 
shops in the old market 
and a few shops in the 
Vicinity were set on fire. 
The glass windows of the 
‘Jaffna Co-operative Stores 
were also smashed. Тһе 
“petrol shed owned by Mr. 
A. С. Вајаѕоогіуаг was 
also heavily damaged. This 
was “the most unkindest 
cut of all” in the whole 
night’s happenings, as Mr. 
Rajasooriyar is a су 
‘Senior Member of ш: 
U.N.P. in Jaffna and has 
stood for the present 
Municipal Elections on the 
U.N.P. Ticket. 


Residents | 





' A refugee family from. Kantharmadam now housed in 


a temporary refugee camp. 


' Though the I.G.P. Mr. 
Rudra Rajasingham апа 
Army Commander Mr. 
Weeratunge flew to Palaly 
on Wednesday night, and 
held high level discussions 
with Mr. Rajaguru (D.1.G) 
Mr. Anandarajah (S.P.Jaf- 
fna) and > Brigadier Гуе 
Balthazar (Army Chief in 
Jaffna) soldiers continued 
their “carnival” on Thurs- 
day too. People were as- 
saulted with rifle butts, 
they were forced to kneel 
in the middle of the road 
for long durations of time, 
and perform other embar- 


rassing “exercises”. АП 
youths on bicycles were 
Stopped on certain roads 


their hands were tied be- 
hind and assaulted merci- 
lessly. 

As dusk enveloped Jaf- 
fna Town on Thursday, 
business men correctly 
reading, the signs of the 
times, packed their wares 
into vans and lorries and 
hurriedly emptied their 
shops, before abandoning 
the town to the whims and 
fancies of ihe soldiers who 
were once again enjoying 
the privileges granted them 
by the К: regula- 
tions”! 


` "With stepping ир of 


military presence, replay of 
May 1981 scenario feared'"— 
said the Saturday Review 
іл its issue of May 7 on 


Page 1 


This grim foreboding 
nearly came true on the 
night of May 18, when Army 
personnel on a maniacal 
spree attempted to set fire 
to certain public buildings 
in Jaffna town. А 100- 
strong gang in civils who 
were trying to set fire to the 
Jaffna Co-operative Stores 
opposite the Jaffna General 


Hospital suddenly turned 
their fury on the hospital 
itself, when they realised 
that they were being ob- 
served from the House 
Officers’ Quarters. They 
fired wildly in the air and 
at the, hospital building and 
in the process a pump 
operator attached to the 
hospital got wounded іп 
the thigh. Both the House 
Officers' quarters and the 
Administration Block were 
shot at, while doctors and 
other staff Scampered for 
safety. 


The Medical  Superint- 


 endent told Saturday Re- 


view that the hospital staff 
were demoralised by the 
incident and many of them 
did not .report for work, 
He had to run the hospital 
with a reduced staff who 
were working under persua- 
sion. A number of patients 
were discharged temporar- 
ily. 


Unfortunately for the 
hospital two members of 
the .medical staff, were 


themselves victims of Army ` 


terrorism, elsewhere. Pro- 
fessor Ѕгіһагап, a well- 
known and respected citizen 





3o 


of Jaffna, who has his 
house in the Kantharma- 
dam area where army 


atrocities were at the worst, 


was threatened with bodily 


vendran's house was among 
those set on fire. 

"Even during war, enemy 
hospitals are never touched' 
was the wry comment made 
by the Medical Superint- 


harm, and Dr. Mrs. Thei- 


Fróm Welikade Tail 


Fr. Singarayar 


wri 








Welikade Prison, 
Colombo 6, 
&th May 1983 


To: Rt. Rev. Dr. Frank 
_ Marcus Fernando, 
The President 
To Bishops’ Conference of 
Sri Lanka, 
Bishop's House, 
Chilaw 


My Lord, 


Greetings from Welikade 
Prison. 


Kantharmada 
estimated at- 


The | Army rampage 
at Kantharmadam.. on 
18th May caused damage 
estimated at over Rs. 6 
million. 


A team of Jaffna Uni- 
versity, students has made 


Please permit us to bring 
to your notice the plight 
that we are undergoing 
hoping that some action 
will be taken to remedy 
the situation. 


It is after the statement 
that was issued to the Press 
by the Bishops’ Conference 
in mid November '82 that 
our situation became worse 
at Gurunagar Army Camp. 
The C.LD. officers told me 
that the Bishops are no 
more with you and they 


residents’ loss 

over Rs. 6 million 
this estimate based on bicycles were burnt. 16 
statistics it collected. bicycles were damaged. 
According to inform- Jewellery looted or lost 
ation collected by the tot up to over 4000 
team, 54 houses were soVercigns. Cash lost 
burnt, 64 damaged. 9 amounts to nearly Rs. 3 
motor cars, 3 mini buses, lakhs. Altogether, over 
1 motor cycle and 20 700 persons were affected, 
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tes tothe 


have let you down badly. 
Then they started torturing 
me. They went to the 
extent of making me naked 
and assaulted me. They 
promised me that they will 
not implicate the Church 
if 1 follow their ideas. They 
abstracted statements from 
me against my freedom. 
They also promised me to 
take me beforg a magistrate 
but they never did. 


After а few days, I 
learnt that the Security 
Forces made a statement 
in favour of the Church. 


It is only after coming to 
Welikade ^ Prison—that is 
also very recently—that I 
had a chance of going 








through the past copies of 
the Catholic Messenger in 
which I read the statement 
that was issued by the 
Bishops' Conference. There 


it stated that the Church, 


condemns violence and an 
appeal was made that a 
“fair trial" should take 
place. | 


The Archbishop of Col- 
ombo and his Auxiliaries 
. were kind enough to visit 
us at Welikade prison. We 
have already spoken to 
them in detail of what had 
happened to us especially 
to Bishop Oswald Gomis 
who was the Secretary of 
the Bishops’ Conference. 


І do not know whether - 


you are aware of the ii. lic- 
ations of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act under which 
‚ же are going to be tried. 
The "Statements" that were 
abstracted from us after 
torturing and promises be- 
come the evidence. against 
us in the Courts. 

The judicial power is 
given to the Armed Forces 
by this Act (PTA) and in- 
nocent people are victimis- 
ed. It is very recently that 
a youth died as a result of . 
torture at Gurunagar Army 
Camp. 

According to the Indict- 
ment that is served to us 
"we have failed to give 
information to the Police." 
This also ‘becomes ап of- 
fence under the PTA and 
the penalty is imprisonment 


not exceeding seven years... 


For harbouring, penalty is 
between: 
years, Whereas іп the 
British law, it is only six 
months. 


We have already spent 
Our ` 


six months in jail. 
trial is fixed for the 6th 
June 1983 and'it is more 
likely that the trial will 
not be taken up on that 
day. We are refused bail 
under the РТА whereas 
murderers and people ‘who 
have committed rape are 
allowed to go оп bail. 


. Conference spoke 


.and dialogues 


five and twenty A. 
y honoured. by the majority. 


of their 


" Charism 
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These are a few things 
hat I came to know about 
che РТА. Now you will 
know that there is a great 
opposition to the PTA not 
only from the North but 
also from the South. I 
remember that the Bishops’ 
against 
the Criminal Justice’ Com- 
mission (CJC) during the 
SLFP regime. The British 
Anglican Bishops have 


‘protested against the new 


bill which | gives тоге 
power to the police (Cath. 


Messenger pg. 8:24 Ар.83). 


I need not give you in- 
stances where the Church 
has spoken up against un- 
just laws and stood for 
Justice. : 

I feel that it is the sacred 
duty of the Bishops’ Con- 
ference of Sri Lanka who 
has promised a ‘Fair trial" 
to speak against this Act 
under which ^ unbearable 
torture is taking place and 
innocent youth are being 
killed. It is the duty of 
every Christian to speak 
against this brutal Act. 

Kindly permit me also 
to bring another point to 
your notice. There is also 
a danger namely branding 
us "Separatists". 1 have 
become a "'Separatist" by 
accident. Our cause of 
separation is; only a part 
of a process of human 
liberation. . |. have to be 
with my Thamil . people 
who decided іп 1977 for 


separation when they be- - 


came. frustrated. The pacts 
were not 


Now {һе Tamil people 
are ‘POOR’ people of this 
country, deprived of many 
rights. 
CHRISTIAN 1 have to be 
with the ‘poor’ for Christ 
came to the ‘poor’. The 
of our Oblate 
Congregation is to preach 
the Gospel to the ‘poor’. 
Who are the ‘poor’? Very 
Rev. Fr. Superior General 
ла his Christmas letter 1982 
replies 


04. That 


As а. 


“The youth who 


have taken up to drugs, the 
youth who have taken up 
arms.” | 

Therefore what | have 
done and my commitment 


is perfectly in keeping with 


the Gospel values. Тһе 

attack which was máde on 

me by the Armed Forces 
is certainly an attack on 
the Priestly, Ministry of 

Christ.. I have no hesita- 

tion to suffer for this cause, 

following Christ. 

But, what I am finding it 
difficult to stomach is the 
unnecessary suffering that is 
caused by our slackishness 
to discover the truth and 
to speak for the truth. Now 
we are suffering because of 
the hasty statement that was 
made by the Bishops’ Con- 
ference without going into 
the matter. 

Therefore to remedy the 
situation may 1 suggest the 
following for the consider- 
ation of the Bishops’ Con- 
ference: | 
01. To request the Gov- 

- ernment to take up 
. our trial on the 6th 

June without postpon- 

ing; 

02. In case of postponc- 
ment, we should bc 
allowed to go on bail; 

03. To request the Auth- 
ority to take our trial 
under the normal law, 
for statements have 
- been abstracted after 
torturing; 

the Bishops’ 
Conference study the 
PTA and request the 
Government to repeal 
or amend the Act. 

Please excuse me for 
having taken your time. 
I shall be thankful to you 
if you are kind enough to 


-take a speedy action on 
our case, for we have only 


a few weeks for our trial. 
Thanking you— 


May God bless you, 
Yours devotedly in Christ 
501. A. .Singarayar,OMy 
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rmy on rampage 
in Lanka, over 300 
gunned down ...... 








37 TAMIL PRISONERS 
MASSACRED IN JAIL 


COLOMBO, July 26. 


SR Lanka Army personnel 
are on a rampage in Jaffna 
province. raiding each and ev- 

ery house and ен Обид 
ouths in retaliation for the 
illing of 13 armymen of a 
atrol by extremists in an am- 
ush on Saturday. ' 


Reports put the casualties of the 
rampage at over 300, in the climax to 


the orgy of ethnic violence in Lanka in ` 


the last few days, which also claimed 
37 Tamil prisoners in Welikade prison 
near here yesterday when other jail 
inmates broke into the Tamils' cells 
and massacred them. 

According to reports received in 
Madras via London, the civil authori- 


ties were helpless as the armymen had 
gone berserk. 


The prisoners, who were killed 
esterday as Colombo was under cur- 
ew, had either been convicted of ter- 

rorist crimes or detained under the 
anti-terrorist law. ' 

Official sources said that prisoners 
defying official orders broke into the 
Tamils’ cells and attacked them. 

The Justice Ministry said an inquiry 
is being held into the massacre. 
` ial Service Ministry sources said 
that 3,000 Tamils who lost their homes 
in the arson and rampage yesterday 
had sought refuge in schools and reli- 
gious institutions. 

They were being given food, the 
sources said. . . 

The long-simmering ethnic violence, 
erupted following the, killing, a few 
days ago, of 13 armymen, part of a 


heavily armed patrol in an ambush in 
the northern Jaffna area, Sri Lanka's 
Tamil héartland. s 


Heavily armed military forces took 
up positions across the Sri Lankan 


capital today to effectively quell the 

three-day spree of Violence. 

. At least 20 bodies had been brought 

to the morgue at Colombo's general 

hospital aul unofficial reports from 
. outside the country said the death toll 

could go as high as 60. 


Looting and incidents of arson, that 
left sections of the once tranquil capi- 
tal smouldering, slowly died out. 

Firemen brought th 


Mr. Amirthalingam, who met Mr. 
Jayewardene at Colombo yesterday, 
made the appéal citing the precedent 


€ blaze at the of inviting the Indian Army to quell 


State Bank of India ‚which had been the insurgency of the Guevarists in 


attacked under control and said India's 
diplomatic mission, located on an u 
per floor, had escaped serious damage. 
As calm returned to Colombo army 
troops and security police turned a 
blind eye as a few grocery shop owners 
unlocked their doors and frightened 


1971, according to reports received by 

r. R. Janardhanam, Government 
Whip in the Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Council. 


citizens dashed out of their homes to - 


bu Ü provisions. 
therwise, the streets, lined with 

the still smoking remains of shops and 
houses and littered with the burned- 
out hulks of cars and buses, remained 
deserted except for the troops who 
took up posts at every intersection. 

Marauding gangs set a few new fires 
today and others set in rioting yester- 
day smouldered as‘security forces kept 
people off the streéts. 


Plea to UK ` 


According го British press reports, 
residences of four officials of Indian 
High Commission in Sri Lanka had 
been ransacked by Sri Lankan ex- 
tremists. The Sri ka Government 
has asked the British Government to 
rush arms to meet a serious law and 
order sitüation in the island. 

The reports said loot, arson and 
rapes continued, despite the curfew 
imposed throughout the country. The 
telecommunication between India and 
Sri Lanka remains snapped since 6-30 
p.m. yesterday. 


TULF leader 
wants Indian 


army called in. 


MADRAS, July 26. — An appeal to 
Sri Lanka President J. R. Jayewardene 
to call in the Indian Army to restore 
peace in.Sri Lanka as the island’s law 
enforcing authorities had failed to 
maintain law and order has been made 
by the Leader of the Opposition and 

eneral Secretary of the Tamil United 
Liberation. Front Appapillai Amirtha- 


‘lingam. : 


Debate in LS 


NEW DELHI, July 26. — Speaker 
Balram Jakhar assured DMK memb- 
ers in the Lok Sabha today that he was 
considering their adjournment motion 
pn Ше reported attack on Tamils in Sri 

anka. Ы 


GR asks PM 
to move UN 


From Our Special Correspondent 

MADRAS, July 26. — The con- 
tinuing atrocities against Tamils in Sri 
Lanka by the Sinhalese and the army 
has provoked protests from political 
leaders here cutting across party lines. 

Reports of unabated killings of Ta- 
mils and rioting, pouring in here from 
travellers and others, have provoked 
strong reactions. T 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. G. 
Ramachandran had telexed Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi to raise the 
issue in the United Nations “with a 
view to focus attention of the world on 
this terrible situation.” 

In his message, Mr. Ramachandran 
appealed to Mrs. Gandhi to take 
“appropriate steps” to safeguard the 
lives of innocent Tamils in Sri Lanka 
from the brutal attacks of the fanatic 
Sinhalese and the army authorities. 

“News from Sri Lanka about arson, 
rioting and ruthless killings of the 
Tamils is highly disturbing. Violence 
unleashed by’ the Sinhalese. and the 
army is causing extreme anxiety and 
tension among the people here,” he 
said. 


DECCAN HERALD 29.7.83 


4l 


PVN Rao to hold talks 
with Jayewardene 


.. .NEW DELHI, July 28. 
XTERNAL Affairs Min- 
ister’ Р.У. Narasimha Rao 

left for Colombo this evening to 
e views with Sri Lanka 
President Junius Jayewardene 
over thé possible help India can 
was in restoring normalcy in 
the island, which has been rag- 
ей бу serious and widespread 
ethnic.riots. 


Earlier, during the discussion in the 
ajya Sabha, members unani 
urged the Government to voice a 
stronger condemnation of the massacre 
of Tamilians in Sri Lanka. Some evet. 
demanded that Delhi give ап ultima- 
tum to Colombo to i i 

genocide, í 


; diplomatic 
countries should be 
Unlike during 


R 


< 


an 
the discussion in the 


Lok Sabha yesterday, the elders used . 


strong words to convey their sense of 


n 8t the inci- 
„Мг. Rao was accompanied by Se- dents in Sri Lanka. Indeed, РМК and 
suy Mire KS: Pu" and am official AIADMK members spoke with great 
врс esman said here that the ege nidi A p obse l a 

Mp “fete” in Colombo relatively lesser-known 288-1 
Мт, Rao was back-bencher who asked the m- 


carrying no letter from 
the Prime Minister and that he would 
hold discussions with Mr, Jayewardene 


“in light of the Prime Minister's tele- 

phoni earlier in the da 

with the Sri Lanka President," he sai 
Mr who left by a special plane, 

will not visit. any other city e 

C gh spokesman ad- 

mitted: that the situation in other 


towns, especially’ Trincomalee, had 
sssumed “very serious” dimensions. 
The decision to rush Mr. Rao to 
Colombo was announced by the Prime 
Minister in Parliament this afternoon, 
shortly after the Minister had told the 
Upper House, jn reply to a calling- 
attention motion, that the latest re- 
vernment “more concern". He also 
sony of du бнт ads by em. 
some 
during the discussion were under the 
Government's “active and serious 
consideration.” i 


: Mrs. Gandhi told Parliament that 


she had been in telephonic conversa- 
tion with Mr. Jayewardene this after- 
redo her tion that Mr. R 
to suggestion that Mr. 
be sent there. = 
Prime 


20 


well as the sentiments by violence, “what is is the anti- 

mbers of Parliament during the two Indian overtones in the Sri Lanka mass 
Ib. EID Ae 
yesterday. in the ja а Assuring the members that he 
today over the large-scale killing of the would take up the issue with the Sri 
innocent e of Indian origin. Government with “all em- 

Mrs. said, the Government phasis it deserves,” he. declared: “We 
һай been in receipt of reports of shall be vigilant." He said it was not a 


shortage i 
island particularly in the кке 
camps set up for the people affected by 
violence. had suggested to Mr. 
Jayewardene that the International 
Red Cross could be roe to help 
in the matter. Also, India could assist 
Sri Lanka in this regard either at the 
Government level or through volun- 
tary agencies. 


She said Mr. Jayewardene had told 
her that all-these issues could be 
discussed in detail with the External 
Affairs Minister. 


latter had readily ү; 


ment to that “we are not deal- 
ing with a civilised Government, but 
with barbaric people.” 


Significantly, while making 2 state- 
t arasimha 


. ment in the House, Mr. 


Rao deleted certaih portions from his 
statement in the Lok Sabha yesterday. 
The deleted portion incl one part 
which read: “We in India know. full 
well both the necessity and difficulty 
of safe, ing a nation's unity and 
integrity. We und len 
facin Government of Sri Lanka. 
We value our relations with this 
friendly neighbouring country. We 
wish them success in quickly restoring 
communal harmony." Another sent- 
ence which was deleted read: “Our 
basic reaction remains as has been 
conveyed to the Sri Lanka 
Government.” ; 
The Minister clarified that while the 
ndian Overseas Bank ises had 


I premises 
been completely destroyed (though all 


its staff were safe), there was no truth 
in 
buildi 


; which houses the Indian 
High ission, had been set on 


ire. 
- In his closing statement, Mr. Rao. 


resented a "disturbing 
h fact 


y matter and the Government 

ew that the whole nation was one on 

this issuc. The Government would take 

full stock of the developments *which 

are fraught with ^, serious 
consequences," he said. 


By the statement, which was much 
sharper than the one he had made 
yesterda 
to the 


‚ Mr. Rao sought; to convey 
louse the grave nature of the 
situation as it had unfolded of late. 


rts that the State Bank of India Lal Ch 


Student shot dead 
in Madras. 


MADRAS, July 28. — A Sri also poured kerosene into one of the 
Lankan Tamil student ~A killed and a 


rooms and set it б fire. жеў 
inhalese ių- our other students in the house, a 
а ME Meri) ебад cook employed by the students were 
fired at them at St. Thomas Mount on being interrogated by the police. . . 
ee da ees ur cepe ey 
^ 1 È 
. idm Suh val md & pool of blood on the ve- 
The Tamil student, Subramanisnr ‘ran 
i who was shot at, died at . Owner of the house V. Mohan Ram 


Viswana! 
the Goverment ego Hospital. said that he heard shouts and heated 
The. Sinhalese stu 


ent, Ruan 
surya, is undergoing treatment at the 
same hospital. : 

The incident ‘occurred at a house 
where these and several other students 
from Sri Lanka were staying. 


eera- arguments around midnight before the 


shooting took place. Five Sinhalese 
students and one of Tamil origin have 


been m in the house for over a 
e said. _ 
Ует house has boen sealed and po- 


lice pickets posted around it. 
According to one of the students in Senior olice officials who 
the house, three persons knocked at questioned the students, however ге- 


their door around 11.30 p.m. and asked fused to divulge anything. 

for one Mr. Lal The students told А UNI correspondent who went to 

them that there was no one by that the hospital found Veerasurya lying in 

name in the house and refused to open the bed with the major part of his Гас: 

the door. Suddenly they fired at the burnt by the acid. 

students through the window killing He was not allowed to speak to 

Viswanathan and injuring Veerasurya. anyone. Twelve police constables and a 
Sources said police the intruders Sub-Inspector kept guard around him. 


Demonstrations 


In a parallel development, some 
Congress-I MPs and others staged an 
impressive demonstration at the Sri 
Lankan High Commission today, pro 
testing against the killing of Tamilians 
and, what they described, the 
“atrocities” sponsored by the Sri 

ernment. 


Senior Congress-I MPs, includin 
AICC-I General Secretaries Chanda 


17 
more 


andrakar and G.K. Moopanar 
led the demonstration. 

A strong cordon of police posted 
outside the High Commission gates 
the demonstrators who waved 


Sri Lankan Government. The leaders 
of the demonstrators wanted to submit 
а memorandum to the Hi 
missioner, but were unable to do so 
since he was away in Vigyan Bhavan 
attending the South Asian . Foreign 


Secrets meeting. 

The Sri Lankan Chancery also was 
the focal point of another demonstra- 
tion later el ran mostly by the 


inmates 
zou killed in 
Walikada jail 


COLOMBO, July 28. 
pae ТМ mule Де a uim D eau 
1 a 
: of o ed Кен one'person was burnt to death during а 
Prison were "y Other, rampage by 130 sailors in the naval 
risoners, almost certainly Sin- town of Trincomalee, Mr. Douglas 
alese,-in the second mass kil4 Liyanage, тешу of the Muti of 
ling at the Maximum security State, toid reporters. He also con- 
a ӨЫ firmed that two persons were killed on 
jal this week the Government a Randyt0-Colonibo train this morn- 
. ing. i 


. Оо 


N 


30 


DECCAN HERALD 


: DECCAN&HERALD | 


MADRAS, July 31 IUND. 


PEHIND tbe cuncat wave of 
ethnie violence. on. Sri Lanka 
hes a tragic tale of linguistic "racial 
intolerance which has bedevilled the 
emerald. амап post-independence 
мону 
bands, constituting 12.6 pet cent 
ol rbe island's population. of 14.85 
nation (1981 census), occupied. high 
pesas gn the administration and 
Lawngss ducing the British cule. 
Госу hive compiained of systema- 












































: Bangalore, Saturday, July 30, 1983 


Sri Lanka cauldron 


THE COMMUNAL SITUATION in Sri Lanka, at 





. . e . . . . io diwnuminauon  agams( them by 
the time of writing, is, if anything, worsening. True, there B `. нта governments 
dive Ceylon. (as thc. coun 


have been Tamil-Sinhala rióts during the last three 
decades, but what is happening now exceeds in scale and 
barbarity anything that has gone before. The presence of 
Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao in Colombo symbolises India's 
deepening concern. Anxiety over the Sri Lankan 
Government's manifest inebility to protect Tamil lives and 
property should not be construed as Indian support for the 
separatist demand. India has no cause whatsoever to 
espouse separatism elsewhére when it is coping with the 
same problem at home. | 

But that does not absolve President Jayawardene of 
the charge of ineptitude and neglect in dealing with 
legitimate Tamil grievances. Indeed, his televised broad- 
cast to the nation was a shocking example of insensitivity. 
He played outrageously to his Sinhala chauvinistic gallery. 
His reply to the problem of Tamil alienation is the 
simplistic one of banning secessionist parties coupled with 
a proforma expression of regret over the violence that has 
2 spread from Jaffna to Colombo to Kandy to Trinco- 
malee. 

Outrage in India, particularly in Tamil Nadu, over 
these events is understandable. The Prime Minister is 
under great pressure for a more vigorous Indian riposte, 
and the pressure is bound to grow if the Sri Lankan 
authorities fail to check atrocities of the type exemplified 
by the murderous attacks on Tamil inmates of the 

elikada jail, supposedly a maximum security prison. This 
is the second time that killings have taken place in this jail 
and those brutally murdered include respected Gandhian 
leaders as well as alleged terrorists. 

The suspicion is bound to grow that the jail authori- 
ties, if not those higher-up, want to destroy the leadership 
of the TELF and other organisations voicing the Tamil 
cause. For that matter, President Jayawardene appears to 
have lost control even over his armed forces. The manner 
in which sailors of the Sri Lankan Navy went on a 
rampage at Trincomalee was nothing short of a mutiny. 
Yet all that the President had to say was that since most of 
the victims of Tamil terrorism had been “innocent” 
people, the “Sinhalese people themselves have now 
reacted.” This is an apologia that will live in infamy. 

` Nevertheless, heated calls- for and minatory noises 
about military intervention are unreal though Colombo 
would do well to take some account of Indian sentiment. 
With censorship, it is difficult to estimate the number of 
casualties, they probably run into thousands. Quick res- 
toration of order is essential: the hope now is that a 
basically abnormal situation will end and sanity return. As 


Known) attained independence 

1948 
Ihe Cilizenship Act, enacted in 
1948, stripped. 95,000. ‘Tamils of ln- 
dian origin of citizenship rights and 
reduced the Tamil representation in 

1 
parliament from 24 to 16. 

In 1956, the Mahajana Ekasath 
Perumuna. (People's — United. Front) 
governinent headed by the late, Mr. 
5. м D. Bandaranaike, enactéd 
the “Sinhala only" Act which rele- 
gated the Jamil language to а se- 
condary. place. Tamil had enjoyed 
«qual status with Sinhala and Eng- 
lish under a law passed by the pre 
independence state council in 1944. 


SINHALESE FANATICS 


The Tamils, under the leadership 
of Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayagam, or- 
ganised a satyagraha in Galle Face, 
opposite parliament house, (о pro- 
test against the law. The police und 
Sinhalese апар ussaulted. the satya- 
giahis, injuring about 300 persons, 
including Mr. Chelvanayagam, ‘This 
was the signal for the tirst апи- Тапи 
ruts’ in. the jsland, Several Tamils 
were Killed in the riots in the Sinhas 
Jese-majorly greu at Gal Oya, 

lamil leaders, meeting at Trinco- 
malee ọn August 19, 1936, launched 
the federal party to press the demand 
for a new constlutior. based on the 
federation principle and establish- 
ment of one or more Tamil states 
nmueurporuüng contiguous urens in 
which tbe Tamil-speaking people wero 
in a majority; The purty wanted the 
Proposed Tamil states to enjoy the 
Widest autonomy and residuaty po- 
wers consisten! with Ceylon's. unity 
and external security. 

Оа July 26. 1957, Mr. Bandara- 
najhe concluded an agreement with 
Mr. Chelvanuyagam which met many 
ol the Tamils’ demands, short of a 
Sederil set-up, [t provided for recog- 
nition Of али as the language ol 
`a national minority, the formation 
‘of regional councils tor Tamil areas 
and the revision o! the Ciuzenship 
Act (o gran! citteership to Tamils 
of Indian ongin 

The agreement proved to be а non- 
starter as the Buddoist clergy ruse 
against it. Fhe piese President, Mr, 
J. К. dayewardenc wn ап oppusi- 
поп leader, organises a march to 
Kandy 10 торх public opinion 
against the agreement As riots broke 
out the march was cu’ short. 

Bowing to j'essuic ftom the clergy 
and the Sinhalese üuncority, Мг, Ban- 
daranaike sctapped ^e agreement. 

On Septembe: 25, 1559, Мг, Ban- 
daranaike мах aysasinated by a 
Sinhalese fanaus ай a monk's garb. 
« Tamils stated panung “So” in 
Tamil on the number plates of cars 
when motor vehicle owners were re 
quired by law in 1958 to paint "Sri" 
in Sinhala only, llus led to another 
‘round of riots. 

In 1965, the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Dudley Senanayake, and Mr. Chelva- 
nayagam signed an agreement which 
Permitted the limited official use ol 
Tamil A bil to give effect to it 
was passed, in 1966. But the law: ге. 
mained a dead letter. It was abro- 
gated by the Sirimavo Bandaranaike 


then 
н. 


e. ы А : government, iu 5 а 
for the larger question of the future of ће Tamils in Sri xeu M ni, m 


Lanka, it is an internal matter which will call from 
President Jayawardene or his successors more statesman- 
ship than has been visible so far. The scenario points to a 
vast influx of uprooted people into India. India attaches 
great importance to friendly relations with its island 
neighbour, but reciprocity is the essence of good relations. 


public and Tamils felt they were be- 
ing reduced to second class citizens, 
Under the constitution. Buddhism be- 
Came the state religion and Sinhala 
the sole official language. 

Eight days befure the constitution 
came into force various Tamil parties 
joined. together and formed the Ta- 
mi] United Front to protect 
rights of Tamils. 

In January 1974, the police attack. 
ed and broke up the fourth interna- 
tional "Famil conference at Jaffna. 
Tamil leaders then began rethinking 
On the issue of co-existence with the 
Sinhalese majority 

Án éxireinist Organisation under 
the banner ol "Liberation. Tigers" be- 
Came active around (his time, Jt was 
banned four years ago. 

On May 22, 19735, Mr 
yagam proclaimed the objective of a 
Separate Tamil Felam state compris- 
ing six northern 
districts, 


Intolerance — linguistic 
and racial +: behind 
= Lanka riots 


TIMES OF INDIA: 31.7.83 


and northeastern 


MORAL SUPPORT 


He declared that it was the in- 
alicnubic rigut of the Tamil people. 


“sition in parliament, 


the 


Chelvana-. 


из ol any other people, to hive fiee- 
dom and to enjoy the fruits ol their 
toil and "il any other government 

a deprives the people of their riglits, 
1 they have a durber nghi to alter or 
abolish n” 

Пе charged the successive Sinha- 
lese-majority governments with de- 
priving the Tami! people not only 
ol their ticedorn, bu also opportu- 
nities of employ menti, education, eco- 

. homic development and cultural pro- 
gress. 

А He added: "We believe, that the 
Tamil people uic fet} with, no other 

' means of survival but the restora- 

Е tion of the Tamil мше" 

! Tho Тали! United Front Vechris- 
tened the Tami United Liberation 
Front (CULF), contested the 1977 
general elections on the Eelam slogan 
and won |3 ош of 19 seats it con- 
tested, maging ss the’ main Oppo- * 


August 


33 : ù "ug ; 
Au 1977. witnessed "a" major 
anti-Tanul 


iot which left more than 


' 


* 300 dead. There vas rioting again п 
981. 


* 
Mr. Jaüvewardene,, on bpconjing 
‘President їп 1978, initiated talks with. 
„Мг. А. 0 Amirthalingam, one, whom 
the TULF mantle had fallen on the 
death of Mr. Chelvanayagam, to re- 
solve the problem uf the Tamils. A 
moderate wbo believes | in Pracetul 
and constitutional means, Mr. Amir- 
thalingunı declared. that. the demand | 
for а separate volg was negotiable, | 
Mr. Јаусм ail he did 





dene not 

want an losta in No Lanka, 
There мау а broad understanding 
between rue two lcudess, byt their 


efforts wue trustrated by extremists 
on both sides 

Sri Lannan Tamils in West Ger. 
meny, Brown and North America 
backed the Tumi! Eelam movement. 


lt also received mora! support from 
Tam) Машу powerful regional par- 
lies 





house of representatives 
tus n the United States 
100 on Мау 10, 
U.S. President and 
\йсїг powers to 
s injustices’ infiict- 
i Jamils and зше 
J. King declared 
oa Tamil day, 
sident M. Sivasi- 
wdiessed the state ' 
tat House of Representauves, 
ra ding ovation, 
fest wor! amil Eelam con- 
held at Nanuet, New Yoik, 


on July 3 and 4, 1982, decided to 
mobilise support for the Tamil Eelam 
Stale, 

Terrorist acts by = “Liberation 
Tigers" inet with retaliatory violence 
irom security forces 

A retired jurist, Nr, К. Vaikunta 
vasan, who heads а London-based 
Tamil group, made ап unsuccesstul 
allempt early this month to proclaim 
а provisional government of Eelam. 

Tamil historians claim that һе 
Tanti areas of Sri Lanka were a 
separate entity unti] the Dutch ceded 
them to Britain under the treaty of 
Amiens in 1802, li was the British 
who poliucally unilied the island 

Tamils say thet are the original 
inhabitants of the island, known in 
ancient Umes us ‘Tamiraparum. Greek 
scholars like  Megasthenes, Ératosth- 
enes and Ptolemy — referred. to it 
as Taprohane According to Тат 
researchers, the Sinhalese are settlers 
who came from eastern India. Tho 
first batch of 700. led by Кіпа 
Viiaya, came to. Sri Lanka around 
300 BC. 

Sinhala, they assert, is a dialect 
derived fram Sanskrit and Pali, Bed- 
dhism was brought to Sri Lanka 
around 251 BC. by Fmperor Asoka's 
son Mahindra and daughter Sanga- 
mitra. 

Sinhalese historians dispute this 
version, Thev insist that the Sinhalese 
are. the origins? inhahiiants of the 
island. and that che Tamils, belong- 
ing lo the Dravidian stock, are seul- 






vention, 


ers who came from Tamil Nadu. 


According to the lalest. census 
data, Tamils, including persons of 
Indian origin, constitute 95.7 ner 
cent of the population in Jaffna. 
898 per cent in Mullaithivu, 75.2 
per cent in  Vavuniva. 72 per cent 


in Batticaloa ard 63.9 per cent in 
Mannar. 

Plantation workers of Indian ori- 
gin, Jed bv the rural industries min*- 
ster, Mr. S. Thondaman, ure opposed 
to (he demand for a separate ‘Tamil 


state, 
Mr. David Selbourne, a news- 
paper — columnist, sums up current 


Tamil-sinhalese -elutions. as follows: 

"To the Sinlalese, the Tamils are 
gliens whose cuiture and roots are 
Dravidian, their "Tigers" nothing but 
terrorists. threatening the integrity of 
a Bhuddhist island. 

“To the Tamils, the Sinhalese have 
turned their racial chauvinism into 
slate policy and their prejudices into 
police action." 
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15 more shot dead 


MADRAS, July 30. — Security 
forces shot and killed 15 Tamils in 
various parts of Sri Lanka today, ac- 
roning to unofficial reports received 

ere. 

Official media made no mention of 
the reported shootings. 

An uneasy calm descended today on 
the riot-torn Sri Lankan capital, which 
is under round-the-clock curfew after 
the outbreak of fresh trouble during 
the relaxation of curfew yesterday. 

Troops with rifles and machine-guns 
stepped up patrolling in the worst-hit 
areas and security forces have mounted 
massive search operations. 

Late last night, armed police, army 
and air force 
passes while others kept their weapons 
at the ready. 

Yesterday’s sudden outburst of 
swirling street violence in which, ac- 
cording to UPI, 54 people were killed 
and more than 300 people were ar- 
rested for curfew violations and loot- 
ing, was sparked by rumours that Ta- 

il extremists had infiltrated the citv. 


atrols checked curfew ra 


` It was the worst day in nearly a 
week of clashes between minority Ta- 
mils and thé majority Buddhist Sin- 
halese that has left at least 179 people 
dead, on this Island. Unofficial esti- 
mates are however much higher. 

Sri Lankan Minister of State 
Anandatissa de Alwis said t. that 


according to information with the 
Government, there was a су to 
topple it and he denounced invol- 


vement of a powerfal foreign nation. 
Speaking on television, he said there 
was a pattern in the present disturb- 


ces. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Rana- 
singhe Premadasa made a nation-wide 
10 appeal to the Sinhala majority to 
act with restraint and not fall victim to 
wild rumours. 

Referring to the proposed amend- 
ments, he said: “No one would be able 
to even talk about a separate State. We 
would not only deprive those advocat- 
ing any division of the country of their 
civic rights, we would even bring legi- 
slation to confiscate their properties.” 
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-A Distur3ing Aspect 


The massacre of over 100 Tamils in Sri Lanka in just 
two days is shocking. Mob violence has often been triggered 
by animosifies betweeh the ‘Tamils in that country and the 
Sinhalese, But on the present occasion infuriated mobs have 


not been responsible for the massacre. Most of the ‘Tamils 


this time have simply been guuned. down by angry troops. 
The manner in which the others have been put to the sword 
is even more shocking, According to a bulletin of the Sri 


"Lanka Broadcasting Corporation monitored by UNI, dete- 


nus in the Velikade jail have;been murdered in cold blood 
by Sinhalese prisoners. Either the jail oflicials have con- 
nived at this gruesomé act or have been taken by surprise. 
Either way they cannot disclaim responsibility. The rank 
culpability of troops and jail authorities rather than of the 
familiar anti-social gangs has'given an eerie touch to the 
carnage. Apparently Tamil terrorists are equally to blame 
for the tragedy. Тһе soldiers in question clearly lost their 
mental balance because a gtoup of Tamil terrorists had 
ambushed an army convoy killing 13 personnel a couple 
of days earlier, But behind the action of the terrorists lies 
another story which brings ou the real cause of the present 
outbreak of ethnic violence — the Sri Lankan governm«cut's 
new regulation empowering troops engaged in enforcing the 
emergency to dispense with inquests of any kind into the 
death of people: in the Tamil-dominated areas. The leaders 
of the Tamil minority protested against this draconian mea- 
sure on the ground that it would expose the minority to 
army excesses. This issue was bound to become explosive 
and it soon did, The Sri Lankan government handkd it 
badly and thus complicated the problem still further. 





Jayewardene fails to 


PVN Rao 


convince 


From Our Delhi Bureau 
NEW DELHI, July 30. 

HE situation in Sri Lanka, 

where a large number of 
Tamilian$ have been killed 
during the past few days in 
ethnic riots, is far from normal. 
The killings are still continuing 
and the whole country is in the 
grip of tension. 


This was the assessment of External 
Affairs Minister P. V. Narasimha 
Rao, who returned here early this 
morning after a 24-hour visit to the 
strife-torn Island at the instance of the 
Prime Minister. He met Mrs. Gandhi 
this afternoon to convey to her the 
impression that the Sri Lankan Gov- 
ernment had been finding it difficult to 
restore normalcy and that the situation 
there coatinu 
xiety to India. 

. Narasimha Rao, who met Sri 
Lankan President Junius Jayewardene 
Awice, is understood to have formed th 
impression that things had really as- 
sumed very serious dimensions. And, 
though Mr. Jayewardene assured him 
that күйөсүнүн had ка doing 
ever ts power to ore nor- 
ied Д ed mel to have carried little 
conviction with the External Affairs 

er. . 
This impression was confirmed in- 


to be a cause of an- 


directly by an official spokesman here 
who, when asked if the Government of 
India has been satisfied with the Sri 
Lankan efforts to restore normalcy, 
replied: ^Well, we certainly hope that 
they will succeed". Asked if the Sri 
Lanka Government had made алу ге- 

uest for Indian army or police help, 
the spokésman said: ^No. Not yet". 
But he added, in reply to another 
question, that “such a request can be 
considered only if and when it is 
received". 


PLAINSPEAKING 


Though the spokesman said that 
Mr. arasimha Rao had been 
“received cordially” by the Sri Lanka 
Government and put up in the Presi- 
dential Palace, he admitted that the 
External Affairs Minister's request for 

rmission to visit some refugee camps 

ad been turned down. The plea for- 
warded by the authourities had been 
that in the present conditions, it might 
not be advisable for Mr. Rao to go 
there. . . 

It is learnt that Mr. Narasimha Rao 
did some plainspeaking with Sri 
Lankan. authorities. The official spo- 


. késman gave some idea of it when he 


observed that though developments 
within Sri Lanka were basically their 
internal affair, ^violence and damage 
inflicted on the person and property of 
Indian nationals, stateless persons of 
Indian origin and Lanka Tamilians 


with strong cultural links with Tamil 
Nadu has made it incumbent on us to 
convey our deep concern to the Gov- 
ernment of Sri Lanka and our heartfelt 
sympathies for those who have 
suffered". 

The spokesman would not comment 
on news reports that the Sri Lanka 
Army continued to defy the authori- 
ties. He, however, said that the situa- 
tion there was still *abnormal" and, 
therefore verification of all such re- 
ports or those about the number of 
casualties was obviously difficult for 
either Government. It will be quite 
some time before these quetioris can be 
answered with any degree of 
reliability," he added. 

Asked specifically if the External 
Affairs Minister had returned with the 
impression that the Sri Lanka Gov- 
ernment was in firm control of things, 
the spokesman replied: “What the 
President (Mr. Jayewardene) has as- 
sured us it that they will do their best 
to bring the situation under control. 
The situation as of now is not normal 
and casualties are taking place". 

. He hastened to ada that the Exter- 
nal: Affairs Minister had made it clear 
to the Sri Lanka Government that 
India's concern over the happenings in 
that country “canndt be misconstrued 
as interference”. Mr. Rao had, ho- 
wever, conveyed to them India’s feel- 
ings that the anti-Indian campaign 
built up in thé Sri Lankan press had 
contributed to vitiate the atmosphere. 
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COLOMBO, Sat. — 
„ Troops stepped up pa- 
trols today in curfew- 
bound Colombo after 
the worst bout of 
bloodshed to hit the 
.riot-torn capital since 
violence flared in Sri 
‘Lanka last weekend. 

At least 33 people were 
killed and 300 suspected 
looters arrested in Co- 
_lombo yesterday amid a 
sudden upsurge in the 
ethnic unrest that has 
‘plagued the city over the 
, past week. 

The frésh trouble, in 
which Government 
spokesman Douglas 
Liyanage said man 
houses had heen gutted, 
broke out during a relax- 


ation of the curfew yes- 


terday. 
The capital, its curfew 
. reimposed until tomor- 
row, appeared calm this 
morning as troops with 
rifles and sub-machine- 
guns stepped ир patrols 

n.the worst-hit areas. 

Prime Minister Rana- 
sigghe Premadasa said 
in а speech last night on 
State radio that political 
opponents were using the 
anrest to spread rumours 
and try to undermine the 
^conomy. "Those who 
поша not take power by 
lhe ballot are now resort- 
Ing to the use of the bullet 
lo неу their enda," he 
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Speaking in the official 
language Sinhalese, spo- 
ken by the majority com- 
munity on the island, the 
Prime Minister said: 

"Everyone knows the 
measures the Govern- 
ment has.been taking for 
the economic develop- 
ment of the country and 
to generate more em- 
ployment. 

"This created a sense of 
jealousy among those 
sections who failed to se- 
cure power during the 
presidential electión and 
the referendum." 


Jealousy 


Presidential elections 
were held in October 
when President Junius 
Jayewardene was re- 
elected for & second term. 

; His Government's term 

` Was extended till 1989 in a 
referendum in Decem- 
ber. 


Premadasa did not 

spell out which parties he 

. Was referring to but polit- 

ical analysts said he 

probably meant left-wing 

oups. He also appealed 

or calm and promised 

that law and order would 

be maintained at all 
costs. 

The violence which has 
engulfed the island start- 
ed with an attack on an 
&rmy patrol by guerillas 
fighting to establish a 
separate Tamil State in 
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the north. They killed 13 
soldiers. : 

Reprisal attacks in Co- 
lombo and other parts of 
the island by Sinhalese 
left charred wrecks of 
scores of offices, shops 
and. restaurants owned 
by. Tamils. The Tamils, 
who originally came 
from India, number 
about 2.5 million on an is- 
land of some 15 million. 

The race riots have left 
a trail of destruction 
across much of the island 
and according to official 
figures at least 120 people 
have died, with unofficial 
estimates going much 
higher. 

On a trip to the central 
highland town of Kandy 
yesterday, Western cor- 
respondents found large 
parts of the city centre 
gutted and all shops 
closed. f 


The Government 
spokesman did not say 
how many people had 
` been injured during yes- 
terday's flare-up but the 
Health Ministry ap- 
pealed on the radio for 
blood donors, saying hos- 
pitals in the capital ur- 
gently needed supplies. 

The spokesman said 
looters were taking ad- 
vantage of the unrest. Se- 
curity forces had shot 
dead 15 people and more 
than 300 alleged looters 
had been arrested. — 
Reuter 


Sri Lanka crisis 
weighs іп on 


NEW DELHI, Sat. — 

Indian Prime Minister 

Indira Gandhi today 

cut short an up-coun- 

try visit and flew back 

to Delhi for talks with 

her Foreign Minister 

ust returned from Sri 
Lanka. | 

Mrs. Gandhi, who. was 

in thc northeastern state 
of Sikkim, spoke by tele-, 

shone with Foreign Min- 
‘ater Р.У. Narasimha 
: Rao about the Sri Lanka 

situation-and then decid- 
-ed to come back to Delhi 

A.day ahead of schedule, 

Ihe brors Trust of India 

4PTI) news agency re- 

ported. 
"^:Mr Rao himself re- 
“Turned early today after 
“one-day visit to India's 
2stand neighbour, torn by 
Jlolence. between Sinha- 
"lesc'and the minority 
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Tamil community which 
has strong cthnic and 
cultural links with south 
India. 

Mra Gandhi was 
quoted as saying in the 
Sikkim capital of Gang- 
tok last night that thc sit- 
uation was basically an 
internal problem of Sri 
Lanka. 


But she added: “Be- 
cause some of our citi; 
zens are involved we are 
very much concerned,” 
PTI reported. 


A number of Indian na- ` 


tionals, including some 
diplomatic mission staff, 
were affected by the vio- 
lence. 


However, the hot politi- 
cal issue, particularly in 
the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu, is the ques- 
tion of the Tamils, many 
of whose ancestors came 
from south India. 


Indira 


Tamil Nadu is ruled by 
a regional party, the All 
India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam 
(AIADMK). 

The National Herald 
newspaper, which sup- 
ports Mrs Gandhi's na- 
lionally-ruling Congress 
(1), said in an editorial 
yesterday: "Is it not true 
that the Tamils were 
killed because they were 

, of Tamilian origin? How 
: ean India remain uncon- 
cerned.” 

New Delhi and Colom- 
bo were embroiled in a 

-- diplomatic row before 
.-the current spate of cth- 
nic violence crupted. Sri 
Lanka accused India of 
interfernce in its internal 
affairs after New Delhi 


expressed its views about 
emergency measures to 
curb Tamil separatist 
guerilla activities. — 
Reuter 





Tamils on protest 
march in NY 





NEW YORK: Sat. 
100 Sri Lankan Tamils 
marched in front of Colom- 
bo's mission to the United 
Nations yesterday to protest 
against the ill-treatment of 
the minority group. 

The protestors, many in 
white masks, chanted "Stop 
killing Tamils in Sri Lanka" 
and marched on the sidewalk 
in front of the mission. 

Members of thc group said 
the Sri Lankan Government 


had killed’ thousands of the 
three million ethnic Tamils. 


The group carried plac- 
ards and banners saying 
“Stop killing innocent chil- 
dren of Tamils in Sri Lanka" 
and shouted "Sri Lanka: 
Army rapes and kills. Get 
them out of Tamil land". 

One of the protestors, Dr 
Ananthan Harni, who lives in 
New York, said his father 
was killed on Monday. 


“Sinhalese thugs just’ 


walked into the house and 
left him to bleed to death,” Dr 
Harni said. 

“My cousin called the po- 
lice, who came and looked at 
the body and then left. 

“My mother was left with 
the dead body in the house 
for 10 hours.” 

A spokesman for the New 
York-based Sri Lanka Tamil 
Association said the group 
wanted the UN to send a 
commission to investigat 
the recent violence. --- UPI. 


About 


Uneasy calm in 
riot-torn Colombo 
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OUT 


COLOMBO, Mon — The Govern- 
ment. yesterday admitted more 
than 200 people had been killed 
last week in the wave of ethnic vi- 
olence across Sri Lanka which 
also left 50,000 refugees homeless. 

Government spokesman Douglas 

` Liyanage said the death toll was up to 
Friday but added: "The number has 
since increased. It could be much 
higher." 

Many houses, shops and- factories 
were set ablaze in the rioting which 
engulfed the country after separatist 
gucrillas killed 13 soldiers in the 
northern Jaffna district on July 23. 

The Government has said the blood- 
shed and arson triggered by ethnic un- 
rest was part of a foreign master- 
‘minded plot to overthrow it. . 

Threc leftist parties were 
banned by President Junius Jayewar- 
dene, using emergency powers. ` 

They are the pro-Moscow Commu- 
nist Party of Sri Lanka, the Janatha 
Vimukthi Peramuna (People's Liber- 
ation Front) which is an extreme left 
revolutionary group, and the Nawa 
Sama Samaja Party (New Socialist 
Party). 

Information Minister ,Anandatissa 
De Alwis, referring to the alleged plot 
in a broadcast address, said the dan- 
ger to the country was not yet over. 

Mr De Alwis said the widespread at- 
tacks last week on property owned by 

* minority Tamils were part of a well- 
planned attempt to topple the Govern- 
ment. 

Referring to the alleged foreign 
backing, he said “as we have friendly 
relations with all countries, it will not 
be proper for me as a Minister to name 
ihe country. But, I can say that it is a 
powerful country." 

The, spokesman told reporters the 
Government had evidence the three 
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banned parties were "directly in- 


: volved in creating a serious situation 


of civil unrest with the aim either of 
overthrowing or at least undermining 
the Government." 

Mr Liyanage said the leaders or 
members of the three parties had not 
‘been arrested since the banning order. 
“The sccurity authorities will take ap- 
propriate action." 

Replying to questions, the spokes- 
man said the Tamil United Liberation 
Front, which is leading a political 
campaign for a separate Tamil State, 
had not been oütlawed because there 
was no cyidence that it was responsi- 
blc for the current violence. 

He said the the Government was 
taking measures through an amend- 
ment to the Constitution to be made by 
Parliament next Thursday "to deal 
with the TULF's separatist activities". 


Concentration 


The amendment will have the effect 
of banning the Tamil party and strip- 
ping its members of their civic rights. 

Mr Liyanage said special arrange- 
ments were being made to ensure the 
safe arrival of the TULF MPs to de- 
bate on the constitutional amendment. 

He emphatically denied rumours 
TULF leaders were under house ar- 
rest, but he declined to disclose their 
whercabouts. 

The spokesmen said the number of 
refugees in camps in Colombo and the 
provinces had risen now to more than 
50,000. 

A second batch of Tamil refugees 
was due to sail in a ship from Colombo 
to the northern city of Jaffna later. . 

A first group of about 350 were taken 
to Jaffna by boat three days ago. 

The northern district is where most 
of the island's Tamils are concentrat- 
ed. — Reuter 


STAY COOL, INDIRA 
TELLS TAMIL NADU 


NEW DELHI, Mon — Prime Min- 
ister Indira Gandhi has urged pol- 
iticians from South India to en- 
sure popular passions are not 
aroused over the ethnic violence 
in Sri Lanka, her spokesman said 
yesterday. 

Mrs Gandhi, under domestic 
pressure to intervene to stop the 
anti-Tamil violence on the island, 
told the leaders from the southern 
State of Tamil Nadu that she 


shared their anxiety and concern 
over the unrest in Sri Lanka. 

Her Government, she said, was 
cominitted to do everything possi- 
ble so that peace and normalcy is 
restored there. 

But Indian political groups 
should ensure that passions are 
not inflamed and nothing done 
which would aggravate the situa- 
tion in India or the island, she was 
quoted by the spokesman as tell- 


ing the multi-party delegation. 

Tamil Nadu, which has close 
ethnic and cultural bonds with Sri 
Lankan Tamils, has been angered 
by the flare-up between Sinhalese 
and the minority Tamils. 

Mrs Gandhi said her Govern- 
ment approached the problem in 
Sri Lanka as India's national is- 
sue and not merely that of Tamil 
Nadu. 


Regional meeting 


The 16-member Tamil Nadu 
teant was led by Chief Minister 
M.G. Ramachandran who has 
called for a general strike in the 
State tomorrow to protest against 
the killings in Sri Lanka. 

Mrs Gandhi said she would tele- 
phone Sri Lankan President Ju- 


nius Jayewardene, if necessary, 
after her talks here today with Sri 
Lanka’s Foreign Minister Shahul 
Hameed. 
| The Minister will be attending a 


meeting of seven South Asian For- 
‘cign Ministers opening to launch а 
programme of regional economic 
and cultural co-operation. . 

Official sources said the Sri 
Lankan situation and India's con- 
cern over tlie position of Tamils 
will not affect the meeting which 
will keep out discussions on bilat- 

` eral and contentious issues. 
‘Indian Foreign Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, who visited Sri 
Lanka on Friday, told the Tamil 
Nadu delegation that Sri Lankan 
leaders were trying to prevent the 
violence from spreading. 

An Indian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Mr Rao's assess- 
ment was that the situation was 
not vet under control and that In- 
ilia's anxiety continued. — Reuter 


Lanka 
carnage 
puts ties in 
dire straits 


From A Correspondent 

COLOMBO, Aug. 2. — The cur- 
rent communal holocaust in Sri Lanka 
is reckoned to be the worst in living 
memory and the ugly developments of 
the past week have placed relations 
with India in particular ünder severe 
test. 

Overnight a vast proportion of 
Colombo's Tamil residents have been 
reduced to the status of refugees, up- 
rooted from their hearths and homes, 
as Sri Lanka continues to be rocked by 
ethnic upheaval. 

While Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi sent a Cabinet colleague per- 
“sonally to echo the national anguish of 
a neighbour over the sad events, the 
island's leadership itself conspicuously 
avoided any condemnation of the 
carnage. è 

It was widely noted here that Pre- 
sident Jayawardene had not so much 
as offered a word of sympathy on this 
occasion to the minority victims even 
though the Tamils in Colombo ac- 
knowledgedly gave strong political 
support to the Government party and 


i1 particular to his leadership in suc- 
г essive elections. 

The Presidential response, or the 
‘lack of it," is seen here to reflect the 
bject helplessness of a leadership pu- 
Micly committed to establishing a 
1on-violent “Dharmishta” society in 
he face of political compulsions and 
growing disaffection on the part of the 
Sinhala Army. 

At this juncture, the airdash of 
External Affairs Minister Р.У. Nara- 
simha Rao; to the Sri Lankan capital 
should in'some measure boost the 
sagging morale of Indian national: 
who came in for a stunning rough deal 
alongside the island's Tamils in the 
past week. ` 

Mr. Rao had a meeting with Presi- 
dent Jayawardhene, at which he ac- 
uainted the Sri Lankan leader with 
the strong Indian public opinion over 
the current happenings here. The 
Minister also took the occasion to heat 
at first hand the plight of the refugees. 


` TEMPORARY HOME 


His concern was obvious. Many In- 
dian homes and establishments were 
burnt down and the victims evacuated 
to safe refuge elsewhere, Stranded In- 
dians have made the Chancery their 
temporary home. 


40 


Whatever be the motive behind the 
anti-India barrage in the Sri Lankan 


media earlier this month, undeniably (һауе taken light 
the Indian residents are the hapless b | ! 

victims in the Sinhala-Tamil ethnic аде part (officially admitted) 
| nor the strong Pro-Sinhala public and 


turmoil. 

Sri Lanka's Tamil leaders here are 
pretty bitter. They complain that India 
did not intervene more effectively in 
the hour of their need. 

New Delhi's controlled reaction is 


understandable in its relation with a 
sensitive, sovereign non-aligned coun- 
try. At any Tate, Sri Lanka cannot 
blame India any more to get out of a 
deep political and economic crisis at 
home. 

Mr. Jayawardene's political oppo- 
nents allege that some of his Ministers 
had Ceployod “private armies” they 
maintained with public funds to ex- 
ploit a strong Sinhala reaction at the 
killing of 13 army men in Tamil Jaffna 
last weekend. . 

So strong, indeed, was the feeling 
that a section of the army men repor- 
tedly heckled the President as the dead 
soldiers were brought from Jaffna to 
Colombo for burial. It was over the 
burial that the trouble ignited last 
Sunday, 
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Mrs. Gandhi referred to the Sri 


MUTINY 


ree ore cot Big rally in 
Bombay 


"iie ; m From Our Special Correspondent 
Ministerial sentiments over a sensitive BOMB AY, Aug. 2. — Tamili 
issue involving ethnic relationship. here today took out a big morcha 
Making his first public appearance the Sri Lanka Consulate to prot 
over Rupavahini Television a good five against the massive killing of Та 
days after the rioting, Mr. Jayawar- lians in Sri Lanka. It was organised 
dene said without condemning the the Bombay Amilar Paraphai, 
violence that the Sinhalese people had Maharashtra units of the D.M.K. 
reacted to the killings of hundreds by the AIADMK. 
separtist Tamil terrorists since 1976. The morcha coincided with the 
Going further, he announced he was mil Nadu bundh being observed tod 
outlawing the separatist movement The marchers wore black badges 
acceding to “the clamour and the na- carried black flags and blocked ve 
tional respect of the Sinhala people." cular traffic for two hours. 


Varadharajan, founder of © 
Mr. Jayawardene was returned to „ Mr. V Jan, А 
Parliament in 1977 by the overwhelm- Paraphai handed over а memoranc 
ing Tamil vote from Wellawatte, а {0 the Consulate General calling 


identi : ;. immediate halt of the atrocities 
огу бышыш JOHN that is Tamilians in Sri Lanka and urged 


Sri Lanka Government to invite 
Lack of any Presidential expression U.N. Peace Keeping Force in 
of sympathy now at the plight of the country. 
Tamils promg‘:d this bitter comment There were minor stone throws 
at one of the awatta refugee camps: incidents in the Matunga area ear! 
“Perhaps it is Jayawardene's: way of when the morcha started. 
saying, thank you.” 


more than a hundred sailors in 


PM’s grief 

over killings 
ALLAHABAD, Aug. l. — Ex- 

pressing sorrow for the happenings in 


ri Lanka, Prime Minister Indira 


, Gandhi said here today that India's 


efforts were directed to first ending the 
bloodshed there. | 


After that, India would tty to find 
. "solution to the problems which led а 


pd Present situation on the island, she 
said. 


Lanka incidents while addressing a 
meeting of Congress-I workers at 
Swaraj Bhavan during her short visit 
here. 


From Our Special Correspondent 


MADRAS, Aug. 1. — The fall-out 
of the orgy of. racial violence against 
Tamils in Sri Lanka is snowballing 
into a major political agitation here, 
imposing unprecedented compulsions 
on the Union Government to ensure 
that the situation does not take an 
anti-Centre or anti-North turn. 

it is a bizarre situation with the 


Protest 
turns 
political 
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Bandaranaike: Govt 


COLOMBO, Mon. — For- 


. looking for scapegoats 


mer Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister Sirima Bandar- 
Analke (picture) said to- 
day the Government ap- 
peared to be trying to 
lind scapegoats for the 
unrest which had en- 
'Rulfed the island. 

The Government yes- 
terday banned three left- 
ist parties and said there 
was a foreign-inspired 
plot to overthrow it. 

Bandaranaike, whose 
Sri Lankan Freedom 
Party was in power from 
1970 to 1977, said: “We 
don't know if they had a 
good reason for the ban. 
We are not being kept in- 
formed by the Govern- 
ment. 

"But it looks as if they 
are, trying to find scape- 
goats." 

She told Reuters in a 


telephone interview that 
the banning of parties 
could be counter-produc- 
Чуе. 

She said her own Gov- 
ernment had locked up 
members of one of the 
parties banned last night 


by President Junius ! 


Jayawardene. 


The party was the ex- | 


{гете left revolutionary 
Janatha Vimukthi Pera- 
muna (People's Libera- 
tion Front), which was 
behind an armed insur- 
gency against Bandar- 
anaike’s Government in 
April 1971. 

“When he (Jayawar- 
dene) took over, he let 
them out,” the former 
Premier stated. 

She’ said she was not 
yet sure what her party's 
reaction would be to pro- 
posed legislation outlaw- 





wt 


ing separatists parties 


- and effectively banning 


the main opposition 
group in Parliament, the 
Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF). 

The Front is cam- 
paigning for а separate 
State for the island's 2.5 
million Tamils and has 
17 scats in the 168-mem- 
ber assembly. 


Centre and Mrs. Gandhi racing to 


keep in step with the demonstrative 
expressions of concern, solidarity and 
ие! that have been rising in deci- 

Is since July.24. 

For the first time in memory, the 
Union Government has officially de- 
cided to participate in a State-wide 
bundh. After meeting an all-party po- 
litical delegation from Tamil Nadu 
yesterday, Mrs. Gandhi announced 
that Central Government offices in the 
State would not function. . 

Thus the State-wide hartal in Tamil 
Nadu tomoroow will be total, with the 
support of the Centre, the State Gov- 
ernment, all political parties, trade 
unions, students and others. 

This is the second State-wide gen- 
eral strike over the issue of Lankan 
Tamils. On September 12, 1981, Tamil 
Nadu had its first Government- 
sponsored bundh to protest against 
atrocities on Tamils in Sri Lanka, who 
were facing similar violence then, 
though not on such a swirling scale. 

Politics produces strange twists. On 
September 11, 1981, a day before the 
first’ Government-sponsored bundh, 
Mrs. Gandhi had told newsmen at Raj 
Bhavan here that she did not approve 
of the Government's organising 
bundhs and stoppage of work. Now the 
political passions aroused here are so 
volatile that Mrs. Gandhi has had to 


: swallow what was once propounded as 


a “policy” and actively contribute to 
make the bunch a success 
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Over 200 Tamils dea 
less in Sv! Lanka 





home 





, 50,00 


P. V. Narasimha Rao’s 24-hour flying visit to 
Colombo to.study situation 


COLOMBO, July 31. 

wer 200 Tamils were killed and 50.000 
rendered homeless last week in. the ethnic 
violence which erupted in Sri Lanka on July 25. 
it was officially admitted in Colombo. 

The Government spokesman, Mr. Douglas 
Liyanage said this death toll was up to Friday 
(July 30) but added. "the number has since in- 
creased. It could be much higher. 

Widespread violence, arson and looting Is 
taking place in Colombo and other cities.of Sri 
Lanka since July 25. Violent, SinHalese mobs 
have been on the rampage attacking Tamils. 
ransacking their shops and looting them and 
setting fire to their homes. 4 

Even the Indian High Commission in. Col- 
стро was attacked and a member of the;staf' 
was injured. The Colombo branch of the Indian 
Overseas Bank was, burnt down and over a 

гоо of rupees looted. 

Curfew has been imposed throughout Sri 
адка. 

The worst tragedy occurred on the max- 

wt security Welikala prisen in Colombo 
eere 35 Tae! detenus were inassacved by 
Sinbatce prisoners and jai! steff. Two gays later 
17 cre Tamil prisoners were killed in the 

orison à 
Th nois spread to other areas like Kandy 
nalee and other major cities in the island 

ang ihe victims were Tamils. 

Among those killed in the vverkada poso: 
were: Yogachandran- -alige^ Kuttitaagi, forme 
member of the Sri Lanka Parliament nominated 
iy the, Tamil Unitec Liberation Front (TULF). It 

' i$ said that several hundred Sinhalese prisoners 
including re-convicted criminals defying orders 
fram the prison officials broke into the ward 


^ ПШ 


«rore Tamil "ter:crist" detenus were kept. at- 
tacked, and killed them. 

Deeply concerned over the developments 
in the island, the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi. spoke to the Si Lankan President, Mr. 

R. Jevawardene or telephone and told him 
ihat she would send the External Affairs 
Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao to Colombo 
to study the situation. Mr. Jeyawardene readily 
agreed to it and Mr Rao paid a one-day visit to 
the island 


Through riot-hit Colombo 
From G. K. Reddy 


NEW DELHI, July 29. 

Mr. Narasimha Rao, who arrived in curfew- 
bound Calombo last night. spent practically the 
whole day todey discussing the grave conse- 
quences of this appalling carnage with Sri 
Lanka leeders before flying back to Delhi 
: tonight. He'àlso paid a visit to Kandy by 

nelicópter to get an idea of the havoc wrought 
by mob violence 
deserted streets of curfew-bound Colombo to 
see the extensive damage. 

At least 10 persons were killed in Col- 





besides driving through the 


ombo in police and military firings today while 
Mr. Narasimha Rao was in the city on his 
mission to make an on-the-spot study of the 
dreadful situation. 

According to reports from. Colombo, ne 
met Mr. Jayewardene and his Foreign Minister. 
Mr. A. C. S. Hameed, twice during the day. 
besides having separate talks with three of the 


Tamil Ministers in the Sri Lanka cabinet — Mr. 


S. Thondaman, Mr. K. W Devanayagam and 
Mr. C. Raja Durai — to get a fairly com. 
prehensive account of what led to this mad fury 
and senseless violence against the Tami! 
population. 

it is not known whether he was able to 
ect any of the non-official Tamil leaders tc get 
their version of what exactly happened, to what 
extent the Sri Lanka Government itself was 
culpable in unleashing a reign of terror in the 
name ot fighting terrorism which set the tone 
for mob violence 

The big worry in Delhi is that tne Sinhalese 
militants right try to drive out the panic 
stricken Tamils from their homes in a diabolical 
bid to compel them to flee to Indie to escape 
death and destruction.any such exodus, of an 
estimated 100,000 rendered homeless in thes.: 
“ots, will confront India with a Bangiacesh-aype 
Crisis which culminated in the 1971 inao-Pak 
Conflict. 

Зо the vn^ie thrust of Indian aiplomacy : 
amed 3t averting such a situation. first 5, 
prenait Орог Jayewardene- ad his isi- 
lIcogues to take every possible step to end th~ 
viclunce and then extending the fullest coon. + 
uon to Sri Lanka 1 rehabiitating ine tants 
who have suffered so grievously in “ese пс! 
The Government of India would ais ; tke to sec 
that their legitimate demande are net and tna: 
the promised restoration of civie rights te the 
stateless Tamils is done quickiy te aere ate the 
necessary confidence 


Still out of contro! 


Reports reaching Deihi through various 
sources give the impression that the situation in 
Sri Lanka is still out of control and. despite the 
appearance of an abatemeni of violence in 
parts of the island, the country as а whole con- 


^ tinues to be rocked by blind frenzy, with manv 


agent provocateurs bent on inciting the violent 
crowds to wreak vengeance 

The dubious role of the Sri Lanka Army 
and police in this gruesome tragedy has really 
shocked even these who were inclined to the 
view that the Tamil extremists musi share the 
blame for what happened in the wake of their 
own ill-advised acts of terrorism 

The Government oi India has also to bear 
the cross for the criticism that, in its anxiety not 
to displease Sri Lenka as an important country 
in the ^on-aliaiied movement, it tended to be 
over-cautious in not voicing its indignation in 


stronger terms before the situation got out of 
control. 


And though the critics are now speaking 
with the benefit of hindsight, it 15 true that Mrs 
Gandhi herself was taken aback by the 
intensity of feeling in Parliament. with many 
Congress (D members themselves complaining 
bitterly to her against the surprisingly hesitant 
response of the Government. even after 
Sinhalese fury against the Tamil minority had 
reached the flash-point. 


“TULF had no'hand in 


Н э 
riots 
COLOMBO, July 31. 

A spokesman of the Home Ministry in Sri 
Lanka said today that the TULF had no hand in 
the disturbances. . 

Talking to newsmen, he said there was no 
evidence to show that the TULF was directly in- 
volved in the rioting and arson. That was why 
the TULF was not included in the list of three 
parties banned yesteraay 

The printing presses belonying to the 
three political parties which were banned 
yesterday anu the press oi the Tamil 
newspaper Dinakaran were sealed hy tne 
police today, according to the Sri Lanka 


Broadcasting Corporation. 


Accordina to JP" some political analysis 
i» Соот, predicted punitive measures 
against the Soviet anc East German missions iri 
Sri Lanka -— including the possible expulsion ot 
the arnbassadors of these countries. 

‘Finding scape зәїз: Tne forme Sr 
аскат Prirne: Mmiscer,, Mrs. Sirimavo Ban- 
аага лао ssid toda; the Government op 
neared te be trying i> find scapegoats tor the 
Urs si мисл had eng ited the isianc 

Mrs Bandaran.. ke whose Sri Lank 
Frecdow Party wa. in power Богі 1970 wo 
1977 saic "we don't know if they had a соо 

мао for the bea ic. three leftist naties). We 
аге not being kent informed by the Government 

But it looks аз ч they are trying to find 
scapegoats.” 

Pope john Раш Il offered speciai prayers 
today *or recent victims of violence 

Sri Lanka security forces rounded up more 
than 150 prominent leftists today and a round- 
the-clock curfew was clamped on Colombo. as 
heavily-armed troops. backed by tanks and 
helicopters. stepped up patrols on the gutted 
streets. 

The Government announced that members 
of the banned parties were forbidden to meet 
or engage in any other activity under penalty of 
death or ‘oss of all civil rights aad foreiture of 
all property. 

In the suburbs of Colombo, food 
shortages forced prices of rice and other com- 
modities to double and triple. 

The Government said all schools, many of 

‘which have been transformed into refugee 

centres. "would begin summer vacations 
` immediately — one week ahead of schedule 
' The schools have been closed since July 5. 


It is a national issue, 
PM tells all-party 


delegation 
From G. K. Reddy 


NEW DELHI, Juiy 31. 

The Prime Minster, Mrs. indira Gandhi, 
assured an alikparty Jdelegauce from Tamil 
Nadu. which met her ‹одау io discuss the Sri 
Lanka situation, thac the enure country shered 
the concern and anguish of the Tamil Nadu 
people over the tragic happenings in the island. 

She told the 16-member delegation led by 
the Chief Minister. Mr. M. G. Ramachandran 
that the Centre was dealing with this as a na- 
tional issue affecting the whole country. not 
merely as a problem concerning Tamil Nadu 
alone. 

The Prime Minister said that, as a symbol 
of the Centre's sympathy and solidarity with. 
Tamil Nadu, all Central Government offices 
also will be closed on Tuesday. August 2. dur 
ing the one-day bandh in the State. This is thé 
first time ever that the Central Government is 
officially participating in a pandh called by a 
State Government. since it is aimed at focuss 
ing nationa! attention. on a sad event that 
transcends party politics and parochial conside- 
rations. 

The Government of India, she told the 
Tamil Nadu delegation. was in constant and 
continuous touch with the Sri Lanka Govern- 
ment, and also in hourly contact with the Indian 
High Commission in Coiombo, and was doing 
everything possible to impress upon the Sr: 
Lanka leaders the песа for firm steps to restore 
normality soon. She will be meeting the Foreign 
Minister. of Sri Lanka, Mr. A. С S. Hameed, 
who is arriving tonight for the South Asian 
Ministerial meeting. and if necessary she will 
speak again te the Sri Lanka President. Mr. J. 
R. Jayewardene " 

Mrs. Сапат. therc'ore, appealed to all 
political parties in India especially those in 
Tamii Nadu not to ca, or do anything that 
might aggravate ihe situation either in India or 
Sri Lanka, while urging them to extend their full 
support to the Government in tackling this 
arave problem In making this appeal she had 
evidently in mind the "eported threat of tne 
ОМК to start an anti Centre agitation in Tamil 
Madu as а protes, agaist its alleged indif- 
ference to the = ifernnga of the Tamils in. Sri 
Lanka, 


India to send ship 


At the request of Sr. Lanka, india has 
agreed to send a passenger ship to help 
transport the Tamil survivors of the Sinhalese 
fury in Colombo and other southern parts of 
the island to Jaffna in the north where they 
would feel a little more secure pending their 
rehabilitation. 


The Government of india has offered to 


depute a representative of the Indian Red 
Cross, at the instance of the International Red 
Cross, to assist the Sri Lanka unit to assess the 
relief measures required for providing solace 
and succour to the riot victims 


The readiness cf India to contribute reliet 
supplies like food. clothing. medicines and 
other materials in short supply in Sri Lanka was 
conveyed personally by the External Affairs 
Minister, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao. during his 
talks with the Sri Lanka President, Mr J. R. 
Jayewardene, in Colombo yesterday on this 
tragic situation. The Sri Lanka authorities said 
they would examine the nature and extent of 
the requirements and get in touch with India as 
soon as they are ready to begin the relief and 
rehabilitation operations. | 


\ 
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: The External Affairs Minister toid Mrs. 
Gandhi, according to an official spokesman. 
that the situation in Sri Lanka was not yet under 
control, tension persisted in several parts of the 
island and that incidents were stili taking place. 
He had conveyed to Mi. Jayewardene and his 
colleagues India’s sense of anxiety vile urging 
them to take ali possible steps to restore peace 


. and normality soon 


Matter of grave concern 
The Sri Lanka Army consisting of 20,000 


men and the police torce ot 30.000 sod 
normaily be adequate to restore order but they 
we disaffected and defiant to the pow of 
openly participating in the killings and plunaer 
of Indien properties to wreak vengeence or 
share the loot. It is this factor that continues to 
cause grave concern in India, since nothing can 
be done to enforce discipline unless Mr 
Jayewardene and his advisers are ready to 
assert themselves without fear of conse 
quences 


Attack on Tamils: 
Rao’s statement in 


Parliament 


NEW DELHI, July 27. 

The following is the text of the statement 
зу Mr P V, Narasimha Rao, Externa! Affairs 
Mir:ster i the Lok Sabha today on the Sri 
Lanka situation: 

Mr Speaker Sir 

As members are aware, ethnic violence 
had sharply increased in Sri Lanka after the 
elections in the middle of May 1983 There 
have been incidents of clashes between the 
"ати: minority community and the Sinhala 
rajerity resulting in ioss of life and property 
ич игр” e* essential services, comnini- 
„об. eh ‘ 

The Ooverrsnent of Sri Lanka first ac- 

owed an et orgency and then, on vune 4, pic 
se gates tho Public Security Ordinance, which 

* i0 5e con'inec to the Norther; Province. 5 
кеш * this ordinance authorised the 
et orces to dispose of dead boüuie- 
ve Poul алу 'nquest or post-mortem 

This measure among ali the others has 
Dees sewed with apprehension both in Sri 
Lanka and abroad. 

Dcvelopments affecting the Tamil popula 
исе i Sri Lanka give rise to feelings on the In 
shart side and can create situations of strain 
"^e Government of India conveyed their views 
ic tne Government of Sri Lanka in а con 
js ct ve spirit having regard to the wey these 
leveiouments can impinge on our relations. 

n this ^nstence, therefore, we felt it was 
Qu^ to draw attention to possible. re- 
ssions of recent events, especially the or 
finunce crovisions We conveyed our concern 
тзт inese developments, making it clear at 
< same une that it is an internal matter of the 
TU аала Government and that it is entirely for 
wi © safeguard unity and deal with the situa- 


tn! 


^s was conveyed to them 


diplomatic channels both here and in Colombo 
as has been done on similar occasions in the 
past 


Unwarranted criticism 


through 


We were, however, surprised to find tuat 
suddenly there appeared in the Sri Lankan 
press a spate of unwarranted and unbeconing 
public criticism of India, taking into its sweep 
such totally extraneous matters as lnda's 
chairmanship of the ncn-aligned movement 
relations with our neighbours. our internai пиа 
tion etc 


fh has — untorwnate!'y  exaceny ed 
ieelings further Meanwhile. there has ісу. 
a fresh outhursi of vio:ence 2nd terroi cim io the 
Northern Province wiven has spread ic oue 
parts of the island including the capita: 

This has most -egretlably лусу some 
members of cur mission in Colombo Curfew 
hat been .mposed in Colombo ond yeste-day 
extended to the whole country but sporadic 
loournig and arson are reported to have con 
unued. Fortunately. there has been no loss of 
life in the indien mission The full extent oi loss 
to property is not yet known. 

We have sought and been given 
assurances of the Sri Lankan authorities 
they will safeguard our officers and staf and 
their property Lasi ight ' receiveu the 
persona! assurance of the Sri апка" С weign 
Minister. i itgauon was being коша 
under contro! and all possible precautions for 
the safety of our people were being taker: 

IOB burnt down 
The latest reports indicate that or: the one 
Drecautorary measures seemed to be 
situation under contro! while on 
The 
media have reported a large 
deaths, including prisoners in jail. 
The Indian Overseas Bank is reported to have 
been burnt down jhouch ail its staff are safe 

Reports that the State Bank of India buig- 
ing. in which ош High Commission has its of- 
fice. was set en fire for = while are awaiting 
clarification sirce our coinmunications have 
been disrupted. A message has now cone: 
through confirming that all our personnel are 
safe. and that -hose in the most affected areas 
have been pr: vided note! accommodation by 
the Sri Lankan. 3overnment, who have also pro- 
vided security :uards at many of our buildings 


Matter of an» ety 





the 
that 





hand 
bringing th 
the 
internationa 


потро of 






other, thee are reports of violence 


os natu. diy а matter oi anxiety for all ст 


us that indi) Natonais and property nave 
eer affectec vy the cycle of violence in Sr. 
Lanka. We аг watching developments ana car 


only hope the 
stored quicxiy 
Despite 


order and tranquillny will pe rc 


is unfortunate turn of everis the 
need of the h ur is to restore normality and cu: 
relations to continue to be based on amity anc 
mutual respecti Accordingly, while we have 
Strongly "ег esented tc the Sri 


Lankar 
Government 


cout the violence against our ^ia 
































tionals and sought their tul coo 
ensuring their safety, we have also 
importance of working 
Cooperation, 


We in India know full well both the 


necessity and the difficulty of safe 
nation's unity and int 
problems facing the Government of Sri Lan 
We also value our relations with this friendl 
neighbouring country. 


We wish them success in quickly restoring , 


communal harmony. . 


Sir, there have been a number of rapid 
developments in Sri Lanka. We are naturally 
keeping in close touch both with the Sri Lankan 


peration iN Government. 
О stressed the dicated by our Prime Minister. in answer to a 
in friendship and press question on July 23 1 can do no better 
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Ihis. position was clmarly in- 


than to conclude by quoting it: 
Ч am aware ot the great concern ot the 


guarding a people of Tamil Nadu at recent developments 


rity. We understand » regarding the Tamil population of Sri Lanka. 


This concern is shared by people in other parts 


Y of India also, This is an internal problem of Sri 


Lanka. India does not wish to, nor does it, in- 
erfere їп the domestic affairs of another 
country, and when there are people of common 
origin in two independent countries, it is 
specially important not to do or say anything 
which can be misconstrued as interference. We 


authorities and our mission. Uur basic position are against secessionist movements in sov- 
remains as conveyed to the Sri Lankanereign States. Nor do we condone terrorism. 


However. the reports appearing in the foreign 
press about the situation in Sri Lanka are 
disturbing. We cannot help feeling distressed." 


In societies like ours personal liberties, in 
particuler the rights of the minorities and re- 
spect for and protection of thesé rights, assume 
special importance. In India it has been our 
constant effort to, maintain harmony through 
cooperation among different communities. 
Violence only breeds violence and is disruptive 
of nationai unity and integrity. We are sure the 
leaders of the different communities in Sri 
Lanka also realise this. 


For our part. we are deeply committed to 
maintain and develop friendly relations with Sri 
Lanka as befits two sovereign neighbours who 
have so much in common. However, we ho 
that in dealing with this particular problem Sri 
Lanka will respond in the same spirit and will 
bear in mind the sentiments of the Indian peo- 
ple. — PTI. 


a 


Colombo bans 
e. е 
leftist parties 
COLOMBO, July 30. 

The Sri Lankan Government today banned 
учее left wing parties and published a pro- 
posed legislation that will proscribe separatist 
parties and require Parliament members to take 
7^ cath against (ће. division of the republic. 

The parties “banned under “emergency 
cowers are the pro-Moscow Communist Party 
> Sn Lanka, the Jathia Vimukthi Peramuna 
People's Liberation Frond and the Nawa Lanka 
Sema Semaja Party (New Socialist Party), a 
Government spokesman announced. 

The proposed legislation will deprive any 
meson advocating separatism of his civic 
ents for seven years and if he is a government 
se-vant or a МР he will lose his office or his 
seat, 

The Government also:proposed a constitu: 
"cue; amendment, to ban the Tamil United 
_оегаіоп Front The amendment is due to ge 
zsfore the Supreme Court on Monday and 
7»'ament on Thursday, according to аг 


=«Ouncement by the Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
poration. 

Sixteen TULF MPs will lose their seats if 
me constitutional amendment becomes іам. 

The ban on the three parties followed the 
S Lankan Prime Minister, Мг. Premadasa's 
croadcast last night blaming the opposition 
zacues tor the present disturbances. 

Mr. Premadasa said native Sinhalese had 
=n upset by "wild rumours" about about the 
gers.” extremist Tamils who advocate a 
seca'ate Tamil nation. 

Some Sinhales “have taken clubs and 
other weapons and engaged in violent acts. As 
= result, even our Sinhalese апо Muslim 
-rethren have been subjected to harassment." 

The Prime Minister said the Government 

ell never allow anyone to break this country 
7 wo or set up a native State." 

The island's Government also announced 
== appointment of 10 senior military officers 
aed three top bureaucrats to coordinate 
“wary and civilian operations in 13 districts 
atside Colombo to deal with he weeklong 
sic violence that has killed at least 180 peo- 
De and rendered 35,000 homeless. 


India shocked by 
events О 


News of the killings of Tamils in Sri Lanka 
st a wave of shock throughout India in 
zenera! and Tamil Nadu in particular. All 
ders of political parties, condemned the at- 
=cxs and demanded immediate action by India 
тт out an end to the killings. 





i 


College students in Madras and other 
important cities in Tamil Nadu abstained from 
their classes and took out processions 
condemning the mass killings of Tamils. 
Various Bar associations also adopted similar 
steps. 


Thousands of organisations in Tamil Nadu 
organised meetings and demonstrations to pro- 
test against the carnage. 


In most partS of India leaders of various 
parties also expressed their shock and de- 
manded action by the Government of India. 


All-party memorandum 
to. Mrs. Gandhi 


NEW DELHI, July 31. 

The lengthy memorandum ppresented by 
the 16-member all-party delegation led by the 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. G. Ramacha- 
ndran. traced the history of the present crisis in 
Sri Lanka, described the present plight of the 
Tamil people and pleaded for some eneraetic 


Party: members of the Indjan: 
od ogans outside the rl Pin iA 
77 Deli ôn Thursday. — U 


pressures on the Sri Lanka Government to 
meet the legitimate demands of the people of 
Indian origin there. 


There was a suggestion that India should 
at least raise this issue: et the meetingrot the 
Foreign Ministers cf the sever, South Asian Na- 
tions opening tomorrow in Delhi. But Mrs. 
Gandhi told them that such bilateral matters 
could not be brought before this forum which 
was primarily intended to promote regional 
cooperation. She, however, promised to make 
a suitable mention in a general way. perhaps in 
a semi-philosophical manner reflecting her di- 
stress over such political or ethnic dissensions, 
in her inaugufai address to the conterence. 

The Prime Minister told the Tamil Nadu 


delegation that, though ‘he situation in Sri 
Lanka was still tense. it was nevertheless show: 
ing some signs of sight improvement. The 
Government was tak:ng firm steps and the 
Army and police were enforcing curfew more 
rigorously to prevent further violence. If this 
trend continued. the mob furg would start 
simmering down soon. 


му, Be 


‘atlament, shouting anti- 
High Commission in New 
I picture. ^. 
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india cannot remain 
| silent spectator.. 


From G. K. Reddy | 
NEW OELHI, July 27. 


The Central Government is taking ali 
2ossible care to avoid the use of strong 
events in 


anguage in deploring the oy 
Sri Lanxa, while voicing its sense of distress in 
ло uncertain terms to make it clear that India 
:anoot remain a silent spectator to the orgy of 
Jnaoated violence against Tamil population 
trc. 


&n attempt was made today to defer a call- 
б atenton motion in Parliament until the 
tense situation in Sri Lanka had calmed down. 
but the Government finaliy agreed to have а 
"uller discussion when the Opposition leaders 
insisted on it. 

The long statement that the External Af- 
fairs Minister. Mr. P. V Narasimha Rao, made 
‘racing the sad sequence of events merely 
reiterated the concern expressed by India over 
the tragic happenings in Sri Lanka. besides 
exoressing the Government's anguish over the 

unwarranted and unbecoming” criticism of In: 
dia that had transgressed all bounds of de- 
cency and decorum 

Otherwise, he confined himsel to a 
genera! review of what happened without 


openly blaming the Sri Lanka Government for 
its failure to take timely steps to prevent the kill- 
ing of innocent persons, especially the out- 
гадеоиѕ massacre in the Welikade prison. 

Mo inhibitions: The Opposition leaders 
who oarticipated in the debate suffered from. 
по such inhibition in severely ‘condemning Sr: 
Lanka and demanding stern steps by India tc 
ensure the safety of life and property of the 
oeople of Indian origin 

The Janata party leader, Or. Subramaniam 
Swamy, suggested the stationing of "evacua 
tion troops” if the Sri Lankan Army and police 
were unable to protect them, but other partic: 
pants in the debate did not go that far in plead- 
ing for Indian intervention. 

The Government continued to ve aught 
on the horns of a dilemma. not knowing how tc 
mollify the ruffled feelings in Tamil Nadu. while 
taking due care not to give an o, portunity to 
indian detractors within the non-aligned 
movement, who denounce its expressions of di 
smay and distrust as a thinly veiled attempt to 
oul and browbeat a small neighbouring 
country with dark threats of intervention 
. lt was in this context that Mr. Narasimha 
Rao found it necessary to reaffirm that ir. voic- 
ing its well meaning concern Over the hap- 


penings in Sri Lanka, India was not in any way 
supporting the separatist demand of the Tamil 
extremists or condoning acts of terrorism. 

As the ruling: party at the Centre, the Con- 
gress (D did not want to see either the AIADMK 
or the DMK don the mantle of chief upholder of 
the Tamil interests in Sri Lanka, much fess let 
the DMK as the party in Opposition project 
itself as the chief crusader to the detriment of 
AIADMK's role 

But in going through these politicai mo 
tions to meet the exigencies of domestic 
policies, the Congress (D in its dua! role as the 
ruing рабу at the Centre was exercising 
commendable restraint as the Government ir. 
handling this situation. bearing їп mind the: 
country's Overall interests. If it was sensitive ic 
the charges in deference to the feelings of the 
people of Tamil Nadu the Government was 
equally keen that India should not unwittingly 
invite the accusation of interference through 
Over-reaction. 

Midddle course:in steering this middle 
course, the Centre 1з not shutting its eyes to the 
grim realities of the gruesome events in Sri 
Lanka, where a strong anti-Indian lobby .is out 
to inflame the Sinhalese passions against the 
iocal Indian population as part of a wider bid to 


strain relations and foment illwill between the 
two nations. 

But it realises at the same time that no 
useful purpose will be served by playing into 
the hands of these anti-Indian elements in Sri 
Lanka by using harsher language simply to 
mollify the critics in Tamil Nadu 

lt is. this combination of dipiomatic con- 
straints and domestic compulsions that con- 
tinue to torment the policy-makers in Delhi in 
dealing with this tragic situation In its anxiety 
to maintain some degree of flexibility in handl- 
ing these developments the Government has 
readily accepted for what 4x is worth the 
telephonic assurance of the Sr: Lanka Foreign 
Minister, Mi. A. С S. Ahmed, that. the 
necessary siens had been {акеп to protect the 
oersonnel of the Indian High Commission 

Evacuation: The Sri Lankan Government 
announced that it was making arrangements io 
send by ship those who wanted to go to india 
temporarily 

A spokesman .said the evacuation of Tamil 
refugees froni Colombo to Jaffna, 400 km to 
the north, started today. One ‘ship with 350 
people had sailed while another would leave 
during the weekend with 400 more 


Concern over attack 


on Indian mission staff 


NEW DELHI. July 26 
india has conveyed to Sri Lanka its 


Mr. Tilakaretna said he had conveyed to 
the External Affairs Ministry here "the Jeep re 
gret of the Government of Sri Lanka over these 
deplorable incidents of mob violence". 

He said "all possible assistance and 
protection have been extended to members of 
Indian High Commission staff by.the Govern 
ment of Sri Lanka which is conscious of its duty 
to protect foreign diplomatic and other 
personnel " 


Bandh in Tamil Nadu 
on August 2 


MADRAS, July 26. 

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mr. M. G 
Samachandran. has called for a State:wide 
bandh on August 2, on behalf of the State 
Government, td condemn the atrocities being 
committed on the Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

In a statement today, the Chief Ministe 
said the demonstration was intended to draw, 
the attention of the United Nations and tt. 
peace-loving world community to the ruthics- 
killings of Tamils in Sri Lanka and to pitt ei «x 

+ 93 fre zied attacks 

te apvealed tco ai political leaders ond tie 

general nubbe to join the proposed bandh 


Ле said the State-wide bandh and i allie: 
очо affirm the іші support of the five crore 


сгоріе of Tamil Nadu to any action taken bv 


nu Government of India and the United Na 
tung iowards ending the barbaric attacks on 


expectation that all required security measures!^e Tamiis in Sri Lanka. 


would be taken to safeguard the life and 
property of its High Commission staff in the 
wake of attacks on their residences 

Confirming reports of attacks on houses 
of Indian mission staff, the spokesman of the Ex 
iernal Affairs Ministry said today that some o 
those affected had been evacuated and put up 
in hotels. 

He said that according to information се 
ceived so far, one staff member received some 
injuries and one of the residences was gutted. 
Information had also been received that some 
of the Indian experts in Sri Lanka ^aa been 
"aKected" by violence. 

Asked what prompted the attack on the in- 
dian mission, the spokesman pointed out that 
хлеге had been a build up of tension as a result 
of the anti-lndia campaign in the Sri } алкап 
press. 

Sri Lankan security guards had been 
posted outside. the residence of the Devutv 
HigF Cor ~ssioner Mr. R. M. Abhyankar as 
vel’ ue at ine Indian chancery, the spokesman 

ad Secours surveillance had been introduced 
ac the houses of other members of the Indian 
PUSH staff. 

at the request of the Sri Lanka High Com- 
ssion here, similar steps have been taken in 
Oelh. and in’ Madras as а precautionary 
neasure.-—-PTt * 

UN! reports. 

The 3ri Lenka High Commissioner Mr. B. 
P. Tilakaratna however denied that miscreants 
nad attacked the house of the Indian Deputy 
High Commissioner in Colombo. 

In a statement he said, "reports trom my 


government indicate that the Indian Deputy + 
High Commissioners house in Colombo has . 


not been damaged although the residences” of 
some non-diplomatic members of the Indian 
High Commission staff situated in predomi- 
nantly Tamil residential areas in Colombo have 
suffered damage. 

"The inmates of these residences have 
been evacuated to hotels in Colombo and are 
being maintained there at the expense of the 
Government of Sri Lanka." 


M.P. suggests 
despatch of 
‘rescue’ force 


| NEW DELHi. July 27 

the Janata Party Deputy Leader Dr Sub 
ramaniam Swamy, asked the Government in 
the Luk Sabha today whether it would conside: 
sending evacuation” force to Sri Lanka t^ 
леве” Tamils. 

Participating in the speciai discussion an 
the Sr; Lankan situation, he urged the Govern. 
ment to get in touch with Colombo and ask thai 
Government if it needed “stand-by” 
from here to help restore normality. 

Dr. Swamy said therc was nothing wrong 
In it as it was accepted in internationa. iela 
tions. [he Indian Goverinraent had sent it 


о 


forces there to help quell riots in 1971 at the rc 


forces 


` quest of the then Prime Minister, Mrs Zi'mayc 


Bandaranaike. he said. 
"Ominous" 

The Janata leader аң, the situation ууа: 
.very serious and ominous” аз fron. anti 
Tami!" it had acquired an anti-Indian chai: ster 
He said the Tamil United Liberation Fior had 
iven up the secessionist demari and » 
astoag for division of powers, Къ со 






onis 





separatist demands and violenze cn th: o: 
Sorne extremists in the island 

Че said India could also take Up fie зик 
at thé seven-nation South Asian regional 
cosperation meeting to be held at Dolhi soon 
India's concern over the incidents need not be 
construed as interference in another Counu ус 
affairs, he said 


ма ы 





— — 


Demonstrations 
by MPs in Delhi 


NEW DELHI, July 28. 

Three separate demonstrations were 
saged outside the Sri Lanka High Commission 
"ee today by the Congress (D, the AIADMK 
axd the ОМК to protest against atrocities ori 
Tamilians by the Sinhalese, 

About 10 AIADMK Members of Parlia- 
тегі led by Mrs. Satyavani Muthu, were the 
r= to reach the High Commission shouting 
Don't kill Tamilians" and "long live MGR." - ` 

A four-member deputation later met the 
Deputy High Commissioner and presented to 
лит а memorandum signed оу all.the 13 
AIADMK MPs dernanding a halt to the ram- 
zege against  Tamilians and adequate 
compensation to the victims. The High Com- 
missioner Mr. Bernard Tilakaratna was away. 

The Deputy High Commissioner told the 
deputation that the Sri Lanka Government was 
"omg its best to restore normality and he 
sould convey iheir feelings to Colombo. 

Just as the AIADMK demonstrators di: 
soersed about 500 Congress (D workers led by 
me party MPs and local councillors chanting 
"Jayewardane haihai "Indira Gandhi 
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T.Nadu wants issue 
to be taken to U.N. 


MADRAS, July 27. 

The Tamil Nadu Cabinet. which met today. 
expressed shock and distress over the insecur- 
ity of life and property of Tamils in Sri Lanka. It 
urged the Prime Minister, Mrs. Gandhi to find a 
solution to the problem through the United Na- 
tions. 

In a resolution, the meeting said it was the 
U.N.'s responsibility to ensure absolute protec- 
tion to the minorities of any country, and as an 
important member of the world body, India 
should take proper action to find a just solution 
to the problem. 

The Cabinet expressed anguish over the 
plight of the innocent Tamils in Sri Lanka who 
had been deprived of their basic rights and 
were made targets of frenzied attacks and 
killings on the streets. It noted that the report 
about the murder of Tamil youths including Kut- 
timani, Jagan, Thangathurai and Guhan, inside 
the prison, was horrifying. 

't expressed sympathy for those who had 
lost not only property but their kith and kin. As 
a mark of respect to those killed in the various 
incidents, the Ministers stood in silence for two 
minutos. 


Zindabad” and carrying placards saying "Ac- 
cord citizenship to Tamilians in Sri Lanka ОЕ УЛОВ 


merched to the High Commission. 

About 50 MPs including Mr. G. K. 
Моорапаг, Mr. Jagdish Tytler, Mr. Chandulal 
Chandrakar and some Delhi Metropolitan 
Councillors iater went inside the High Com- 
7sssion and protested against the atrocities be- 
^a perpetrated on Tamilians in Sri Lanka. 


Liberation activistslet on bail 


. MADRAS, July 28. 

Mr. \iustice S. Nataraian today granted 
Dee te Mukhunaan, Sivaneswaran апа 
-otheeswaran of the Sri Lenka Liberation Tiger 
Movement, on their executing а bond each ѓо. 
3s. 2,000 with two sureties for à like sum. The 
Jagge esked them to report to the Inspector 
Crime Branch. С.О. Madras, every Tuesday. 
he Judge said the prosecution had now ex- 
хеззей nc apprehension that the accused 
would escape: 

The accused are facing trial for the shoot- 
out incidents in Madras and Gummudipoondi 
est year. 


Indira to seek ` 
‘NAM support for 
Steps-on Lanka 


dV; 


Di 
Defence Minister R. Venkatara- 


step taken by the. 
find’ 4solution to the Sri Lank 
amils problems. during’ er тке 


‚УМ, $о the United .Nations, 

p nie Cae 
& public meeting here yes- 

terday, ‘sald ‘that thé Prime Minis- 
ter’s special envoy: to. Bri ‘Lanka, 
Mr. б. Parthasarathy, would leave 

Cox the Jalan during ‘the first: week 
of néxtmonth“to continue his äis- 
cussion with the Sri Lankan 

leaders.: À 

Mr. Venkataraman said а solu- 
tian through negotiations beneficial 
to. both the Jaffna Tamils, · who 
‘were demanding a separate state, 
and the Tamils of Indian origin 
had to be found out, since. the 
latter did not subscribe to the 
views of the fo . 

.,;Mr., Venkataraman seid the vic- 
tims in the recent ethnic violence 
іп the island were Tamils of In- 

dian origin. 





: British F ime Minister, 


Global protest over 
Ф e 
killings 
LONDON, July 29. 

A petrol bomb' was thrown at thé’ Sri 
Lankan High Commission here early :oday. The 
bomb caused little damage and the man who 
threw it, managed to get away from the police. 

Demonstrations have beer held in Euro 
to protest against large-scale violence in Sri 
Lanka. | 

Some of Britain's 35,000 Sri tankan Tamils 
mainiained an all-night vigil outside the Indian 
High Commission here. They lit. candles and 
carried placards démanding that India in. 
tervene to put an end to atrocities against 
Tamils in the island nation. | 

In an earlier demonstration ‘outzide the In- 
dian mission, a memorandum addressed: to the 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi was pre- 
senied by the resident Tamils. А similar 
demonstration was held outside. the Indian em- 
bassy in Bonn. 

Jayewardene's visit Eighty opposition 
Labour Party legislators have urged ‘the British 
Government to cancel а scheduled October 
state visit by the Sri Lankan President, Mr. J. В. 
Jayewardene. 

in a House of Commons motion 
Sponsored by the Labou: member Mr. David 
Neliist, the legislators said "In ths light of the 
persecubon, oF Ue: Тай of Sri ^ - ба е the 
reports of mass murder, of extraciion of Gun 
fessions under torture and of burial of bodies 
without inquest following acticn by the security 


forces. w+ tall on The. GoVerhmient.to cancel 
the state visit. of Mr. Jayewardene scheduled 
for Octot эг”. E ` * 

The request will not-be ‘heeded by the 
Mrs. - Margaret Tha- 
tcher's С nservative/Góvemment: a oreign Of- 
fice spok sman said. The President will be “an 
honourec and welcome guest" and his 
country's problems will be. exarnined in talks 
with.Briti ^ officials, he further said. 

Picketing: п. New York, members of a 
marxist organisation picketed «the Sri Lanka 
mission t» the United Nations on Thursday to 
protest  jainst the island. Government's treat- 
ment of tl-& Tamils. 





' Memoers of the Sparticis League de- 
monstralt d acsóss the street from the mission 
and carried signs that read: "Stop police terror 
against the Tamils”. 

А. spokeswoman of the group said other 
demonstrations to oppose the new wave of 
violence against the Tamils were being held 
this week in Paris, London. Sydney. Melbourne 
and Toronto: : i 

. Telegram to Jayewardene: In Durban, 
South Africa, The Natal Tamil Vedic Society 
has sent a-telegram to Mr. Jayewardene calling 
on him to take immediate action to stop the 
oppression against the Tamils. : 

The society's secretary, Mr. M. N. Pather, 
said the situation was being monitored along 
with Tamil societies in Massachussets and New 
York in the U.S. 

"We are very angry and perturbed that 
this - sort of unnecessary massacre is being 
perpetrated against our brothers and sisters. 
Ме мапі to appeal to the Indian Government 
and especially the people of Tamil Nadu to.pro- 
test against the slaughter of the. Tamils”, he said. 

he.president of the South. African Andhra 
Maha Sabha, Mr.-R. S. Naidoo, also con 
demned the .violence and said that, "as 
oppressed ip. ourselves we feel for the 
oppressed'Tarriil people in Sri Lanka." 

Moves in Canberra: Australia's Immigra- 
tion and Ethnic Affairs Minister, Mr. Stewart 
West said in a statement that he-had ‘instructec 
departmental officers to give top priority to 
sponsorship applications : already lodged by 
Australian residents for the entry of Sri Lankan 
relatives affected by the disturbances. 

Allowed to stay on: In Singapore, Immigra 
tion authorities have allowed about 20 Sii 
Lankan workers, whose labour perrnits had ex- 
pired, to stay on in view of the violence in Coi- 
ombo. i 

Information centre: In London, the Sri 
Lankan Tami! community has established an 
'Üormialon сели to answer queres боп 
those concerned about the welfare с: thei re 
latives and friends on the island. ~ AP, UP! 
PTI. s 


Only the violin:was 
saved _.. | 
MADRAS. July 29. 


After three: days of "total.confinement" in 
a fivé-star hgtel'in"Coldmbo.:a Carnatic. music 
troupe Is back"in: Madras —~almast ‘on "the 
verge of collapse. edt 

‚ "All our belongings were looted, we re- 
mained shut in our-róom, without a dress to 
change, We have lost even our chappals, and 
landed on our soil barefoot,” said A. Kanyaku- 
mari, the. young violinist who accompanied M 
L.: Vasanthakumari, the famed singer, during 
her coast-to-coast performance on the island. 

The troupe arrived in Madras today. by а 
special flight from Colombo. MLV later left for 
Rishi Valley wheré she teaches ‘music. The 
mridangist іт ће troupe was Tirivarur Bakthav- 
atsatam. : . ү 

“| always carry my violin with me arid sc i 
is ;safe: all other instruments, including the 
mridangam. are lost," Kanyakumari sadly re- 
marked. . Р 

The troupe gave five recitais in different 
parts of Sd Lanka: and. also completed ~ its 
recording schedule with the Sri Lanka: Radio 
Broadcasting Corporation (SLRBC): On the 
morning of July 26, when they were about tc 
leave for the ‘studios, they were told not to sur 
out of their. house lest they be attacked by ex- 
tremists. Thereafter, their hosts, the Broadcast- 
ing "Corporation officials, took the troupe to a 
place of safety. ` 

~ They had n6 time to collect their belong: 
ngs. and later they came to know that в band of 
hooligahs -had’ stormed the house. they had 
stayed in. which belonged to a Tamilian, and 
taken away whatever they could lay their, hands 
оп. Among. the valuables lost were suitcases 
containing all their clothes. : 

Thanks ‘to the efforts of the SLRBC ot. 
ficials, the troupe got accommodation in a five- 
star hotel Hey d thereafter. The hosts 
made arrangements for their safe return by 
today's flight. 


Indian badminton: 
вагі cuts short visit 
MADRAS, July 28. 
A‘ 23-member Indian schools badminton 
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- short its stay and returned here tonight 
because of the “horrible conditions in Sr 
Lanka". : 


A spokesman of the team, which. arrived :г 
Madras by an 1А flight, told newsmen at th: 


team "which: went to Sri Lanka to play a Test airport ' that they escaped the im Же of ик 
у, > 


scheduled for ‘today. 





cut Sinhalese because their visit was ¢ 


tion of the Sri Lanka Badminton Associatio 
and they were staying at a Çeylonese-iw 
which was ‘mot. айаскей. 

The team played a few triendly matcher 
Amlaguda and Galle in the Island. before геле" 
ing Colombo. 


Colombo an inferno, says Norwegian 


OSLO. July 29. 

A Norwegian tourist, who has just re- 
turned from Sri Lanka, said she saw 20 Tamils 
burnt to death in their minibus after ii was set 
on fire by rioters 


Mrs. Li Skarstein told the newspaper 
Verdens Gang that she witnessed ihe burning 
on her way to Colombo international airport on 
Monday. 


"A mini-bus full of Tamils was stopped by 
Sinhalese who poured petrol ovéi it and set it 
on fire. All the doors were kept closed and 
several hundred people must have watched the 
20 Tamiis burn to death". she toid the paper 
here today. 


Mrs. Skarstein said when she teit with her 
daughter, after curtailing their three-week holi- 
day on the island the capital was an inferno. 

"There were burning houses everywhere and 
one of the main tourist attractions —. the 
fortress of Colombo -— was on fire." 

She said she had never been threatened 
herself. "The main target for the gangs was the 
Tamil population." The Army and police had 
done nothing to stop the massacres and it was 
obvious the authorities were trying to:impose a 
news black-out on the riots, she said 


"Wave of blood lust": Wes: German 
eyewitnesses of the violence ‘on Thursday tre- 
ferred to a' "wave of blood lust’ by the 
Sinhalese against the countiy's minority Tamils. 


Holiday-makers who returned trom Sri 
Lanka to Dusseldori, said hundreds of Tamils 
had been murdered and even tneir hotel waiter 
told them proudly, “we nave killed several of 
them." 


A business Corsuitant said a dozen houses 
had been burned down near wis popular 
seaside resort of Bentota. among them the 
local chemist shop, where the holiday-makers 
had made purchases the previous day. 


A 28-year-old housewife, who returned 
from a Sri Lanka holiday with her husband and 
two daughters said the huts where Tamils lived 
had been "cleanly burned out," the arsonists 
evidently being anxious to ensure that no 
Sinhalese property was damaged 

Another said tens of thousands of Tamils 
were forming up to march south. Since the 
violence broke out four days ago. trains head- 
ing south were overcrowded and people were 


clinging to buses leaving the area around Ben- 
tota. — AFP. UNI-DPA. 


Jungie law 
From Our Staff Reporter 


TRIVANDRUM, July 29. 

"It . jungle law there. No place is safe and 
Tamil word uttered loudly while at a public 
place cin mean your death or torture." These 
were th: words of а group. of pcople who 
landed sere yesterday from Colombo by Air 
Lanka fl: 3ht. 

The people appeared ‘dazed. They. have 
lost all «heir belongings. "We are lucky to be 
alive", said three passengers who belong to 
Trichendur. Messrs. Natarajan, Paul Pandyan 
and R. Rajachoodamani, were partners in a 
hardware business at Colombo. Barring a small 
hand-bag, they had nothing else with them. 

Thousands of people of Indian origin are 
now living in schools and the Indian High com- 
mission premises. 

People fleeing the Sri Lankan capital to 
the airport were those who faced death. Bands 
of armed Sinhalese stop cars and buses and 
loot them. The Sinhalese taxi-drivers fleece the 
Tamilian passengers. The minimum rate to 
cover the 42-km run is Rs. 1000 if the passeng- 
‘ers included women and children. They ob- 
served. ` 

Most of the repatriates were reluctant to 
reveal their сапу fearing retaliation against 
their relatives and friends stranded at Colombo 
still. 

Meahwhile. the staff and. students of the 

` Tamil Department of the Kerala University to- 
day condemened the massacre of Tamils in Sri 
Lanka and urged the Union Government to 
intervene effectively. 

PTI reports: 

It was a Sunday one woud hardly forget, 
recalled a Colombo resident now here." 

Well past midnight. the phone by his 
bedside had wailed. There was urgency in the 
tone of the caller, as in the case of so many 
others on July 24 night. They had all much the 
same story to tell: "They are attacking." 

On Monday cars were stopped on the 
road to demand petrol to set fire to minority 
property. 

Houses of some influential Tamil journal- 
ists of Sri Lanka were not spared. Word came 


soon that the Colombo. residences of twc 
leaders. of the Tamil United Liberation From 
(TULP) were burnt The TULF leaders were 
marooned away in Mannar where they held = 
party convention. 


Scout team back 
in Madras 
| MADRAS, July 29. 
The .contingent of boy scouts and sco 
masters from гав, which was reportec 
yesterday to be stranded in Sri Lanka while c 


3 visit there, returned home safely this afte: 
noon by an Air Lanka flight from Colombo. 


All the 37 boy scouts. the nine sco. 
masters and the six catering staff, were in guod 
spirits. There were rumours in Madras c- 
Thursday that one of the scout masters hac 
been shot dead. 

As the two scout masters and the rest c 
the team emerged from the customs hall at th- 
airport "withóut, à scratch on their bodies" г 
one of them described later, there were scene 
of ‘relief. and jubilation all round. Many of the 
parents had been waiting at the airport osi the 
'morning. 

According to Mr. N. C. Bashyam. State 
Organising Commisioner, Bharat Scouts arc 
Guides, who was the leader of the scout tear 
they were in Kandy when the trouble  flare- 
up. They had not been reading newspapers anc 
were, therefore, not aware of the events unt 
on Monday (July 25) when they were told to 
stay indoors. They had been scheduled їс 
leave Kandy that afternoon for Colombo 

The team had gone to Sri Lanka as guest: 
of the Sri Lanka Boy Scouts Association, алс 
were lodged in its own building. Their host: 
had a few armed guards posted outside th 
building. 

Mr. Bashyam said "we allowed the bos 
to play as they wished, although we did аду 
them not to shout especially in Tamil.” 

The team stayed on in Kandy for thre- 
more days while the Indian Assistant Ніс? 
Commissioner there, Dr. V. P. Sharma, and the 
Sri Lankan authorities worked out the arrange 
ments to transport them to Colombo's interne 
tional airport. "On Thursday afternoon we мега 
whisked away to the airport in a bus with army 
escort", Mr. Bashyam said. 
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?. nress note said, 





" "The Peoples Welfare Association in 
a memorandum to the Chief Minister ; 


Oxfam donation 


to refugees 
n the 


am "d. take up the сазе СА ihe FAM, a British-based. donor agency 


4 sup ting development and relief 
arty’ work internationally, has announced a 
‘ donation of & 10, for the 8,000 
refugees accommodated i in the hangars 
at the old Colombo airport. 

.Meanwhile, Field Director Jeff Al- 
derson will leave the City tomorrow 
for Colombo to ascertain the wherea- 
beuts of Stanley Mukkath, a Banga- 
lore citizen touring in Sri Lanka: since 
July 6. - 










































































Until now, official communiques 
Have repeatedly referred to the 
two events as a clear case of cause 
and effect, but over the weekend, 
. several Government leaders 
. Claimed to have come into posses 
sion of evidence to indicate that 
the ambush in Jaffna was merely 
used as a trigger by Left and ultra- 
Left political parties, with the pos- 
sible connivance of a big, yet un- 
named, foreign country. 


The Government's decision over 
the weekend to ban the pro-Mos- 
cow Communist Party of Sri Lanka 
left people in no doubt which coun- 
try, in the governments view, had 
connived to create the chaos. 


Government leaders have also 
been at great pains over the week- 
end to talk some sense Into mem- 
bers of the majority community 
and have gone over the air and on 
television telling people of the 
grim consequences of the events 


af last week. People are now being 
reminded that as a result of the 
violence, hundreds of thousands 
of workers, 90% of whom 
Sinhalese, were jobless. 


. India can play 
‘beneficial’ role 


LONDON, Aug. 1.—India could 
Play a "beneficial" part in the cur- 


rent crisis in Sri Lanka by persua- 


ding the Tamil United Liberation 
Front to tone down its demands 
while pressing President Jayewar- 
dene to withdraw his “bans and 
Prescriptions”, the Guardian said 
: in an editorial today, reports PTT. 


"Sri Lanka is now dangerously 
close to allout racial warfare 
and desperate times demand des- 
perate remedies. But some of the 
‚ desperate measures taken by Pre. 
sident Jayewardene can only make 
a fragic situation yet more appal- 
ling", it said. 

Strongly criticizing Mr Jayewar. 
dene for outlawing the TULF and 
deciding to deprive supporters ot 
а separate Tamil State of their 
civil rights, the newspaper said 
that the President's decision may 
be seen by Sinhalese mobs as well 
as Tamil masses as a virtual en- 
dorsement of "the bloodbaths he 
is trying to quell”. 


"President Jayewardene has 1п- 
creasingly come to resemble a dic- 
tatorial and racist Third World 
autocrat”, the Guardian said, ac- 
cusing the Sri Lankan leader of 
having “ridden on racist senti- 
ments from time to time". Stress- 
Ing that India's role in the affair 
should be a delicate one, the 
newspaper said that the present 
Crisis was a test for Mrs Gandhi 
as well as President Jayewardene. 


Death for 
secession. 


COLOMBO, July 31.—Propagation 
of secession will be punishable with 
life imprisonment or death sen 
.tence Sri Lanka Broadcasting Cor 
poration announced today, re 
ports я 


,Quoting a State Department no 
tification, it said а Bill to amend 
‘the - Constitution (Sixth Amend- 


ment) will be brought before 
Parliament next week. 
© Persons who are members ог 


who have contact with secession- 
ist parties will forfeit their civic 
rights and their property will be 
confiscated. They are also prevent. 
ed from holding classes and 
meetings, the radio said. 








were. 
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The same stringent punishment 
will be applicable to the three ban- 
ned parties—the Communist Party, 


Janata Vimukthi Perumuna and 
the Nava Lanka Sama Samaj 
Party. 


The radio said while the ban on 
these parties would be restric 
ted to the period of emergency 
regulations now in force, the ban 
on secessionist parties would con- 


tinue even after the emergency 
lapsed. 
‘No hope for Tamils 


without Indian forces’ 


From Our Special Representative 
MADRAS, July.—29.—Mr M. G. 
Ramachandran, the Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister, is leading an all-party 
delegation to New Delhi on Sun 
day to impress on Mrs, Gandhi the 
importance of effective interven- 
tion by India to safeguard the life 
and properly of the people of 
Indian origin in Sri Lanka, amid 
reports of gruesome  atrocities on 
the ethnic Tamil minority in the 
island. 
The DMK Opposition leader, Mr 
M. Karunanidhi, said in a statement 
here today that unless Indian forces 
were sent toSri Lanka, there was 
no hope for the Tamils there, He 
drew a parallel between the situa- 
lion in Sri Lanza, in which the 
Government had lost contro] over 
its armed forces, as the President, 
Mr J. R. Jayawardene, himself had 
confessed in a TV broadcast last 
night, and what happened in 


erstwhile East Pakistan before its 
liberation by the 
forces. 


Indian armed 





Karunanidhi resigns 
from Assembly 


from Our Special Representative 


MADRAS, Aug. 10.—The РМК 
president, Mr M. Karunanidhi, and 
general secretary, Mr K. Anbazha- 
gan, today resigned from the Tamil 
Nadu Assembly to protest against 
the “inept” handling of the Sri 
Lanka Tamils issue by, the Centre 
and the State Government's ac- 
quiescence to the appeasement 
policy, and scored a major propa. 
ganda victory over the AIADMK 
and the Chlef Minister, Mr M. G. 
Ramachandran. ` 

In another development, Mr T, 
R. Janardhanam, who only t wo 
days ago gave up his post as Gov 
ernment whip in the State Legisla- 
tive Council to devote his full time 
to the cause of the embattled Sri 
Lanka ‘Tamils, announced. the set- 
ting up of the first Tamil United 
Liberation Front offica here. 
"hough the TULF has offices in 
Britain and the USA hitherto 
was without any branch in India. 


taken over 2,000 passengers from 
Colombo to Trincomalce on August 
7. The other two ships, Chidam- 
baram and Nancowrl, left with 
1,649 and 1,000 passengers, respec- 
tively, yesterday from Colombo to 


affna. 

The Chidambaram also carried 
60 tons of emergency relief sup- 
plies for displaced persons when !t 
reached Colombo. The supplies 
were handed over to Mr Bradman 
Weerkoon,  Commissioner-General 
for Essential Services. 


Sri Lanka emissary has 
talks with Mrs Gandhi 


From Our Special Representative 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 10.—Mrs Gandhi 


wil make a 


statement to Parliament this week, on her talks with Mr 
H. W. Jayewardene, the brother and special emissary of 
the Sri Lanka President which began today. "Today's 80- 
minute meeting was described as "cordial and friendly". 


(Mr Н, W. Jayewardene has ex- 
tended his stay by a day for talks 
with Indian leaders, according to 
^ d 


His talks with the Prime Minis- 
ter were followed by а mecting 
between him and the Minister for 
External Affairs, Mr P. V. Narasi- 
mha Rao. 

The subjects of discussions were 
not revealed but it is expected that 
Mr Jayewardene gave details of 
the manner in which the Sri Lanka 
Government was dealing with the 
situation arising out of attacks on 
Tamils in the past fortnight. 

The matter is of considerable 
concern to the Indian Goveritment 
not only because of the plight of 
the Tamils, many of whom are of 
Indian origin, but also because of 
the possibility of instability and 
tension in the area. 

As it is, the Sri Lanka President 
has made statements that have 
caused concern, such as his feeling 
that the South Indian States are 
more dangerous. than the Tamils in 
Sri Lanka. It is thought that Mrs 
Gandhi and Mr  Narasimha Rao 
sought clarifications on these. 

The External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman said one of the three 
Indian ships, Bharat Seema, had 


Sri Lanka M.P. 
was tortured 
to death 


From Our Special Representative 

MADRAS, Aug. 10.—Selvaraja 
H. Yogachandran, pòpularly known 
as Kuttimani, a nominated mem- 
ber of Sri Lanka Parliament by 
the Tamil United Liberation . 
Front, one of the 52 Tamil pri- 
soners killed in the maximum secu- 
tity Wellikade prison jn Colombo 
two weeks ago, was forced to kneel 
in his cell, where he was under 
solitary confinement, by his assail- 
ants and ordered to pray to them, 
When he refused, He was taunted 
by his tormentors about his last 
wish when he was sentenced to 
death, He had willed that his eyes 
be donated to someone so that at 
least that person would see an in- 
dependent Tamil “Eelam”. 

The assailants then gauged hls 
eyes. At this stage, the torture was 
called off by what his fellow pri- 
soners described as a “responsible 
jail officer", Пе was then stabbed 
to death and his testicles were 
wrenched from his body. This was 
confirmed by one of the doctors 
who had ‘conducted the post mor- 
tem of the first gronn of 35 pri 
soners. 
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Brother 
of Lankan 
President 

to meet 
Indira 


NEW DESHI, Sun. — 
President J.R. Jayewar- 
dene of 8ri Lanka has 
named his younger 
brother as a personal em- 
issary to discuss with In- 


Army killed 20 civilians 
at start of violence 


COLOMBO, Sun. — The 
Government disclosed 
yesterday that Sri Lan- 
kan army troops exe- 
cuted 20 people who 
were "probably" not 
terrorists æt the begin- 
ning of two weeks of na- 
tlonwide ethnic vio- 
lence, 

State Ministry Secre- 
tary Douglas Linayage, 


spondení's questions, 
said the civilians were 
killed on July 24 near 
the city of Jaffna, north 
of SriLanka. 


“One Incident in- 
volved stopping a bus 
while searching for ter- 
rorists,” he said, “and 
the army shot dead 12 
civilians", 

The army killed eight 


other civilians the 
same day in a separate 
Incident, Linayage 
sald. But he was not 
able to elaborate. | 
“They were civil- 
lans," Linayage said of 
the victims, adding that 
they “probably” hadno 
connection with gueril- 
las blamed for acts of 


. terrorism. 


replying to a corre- 


The incidents oc- 


sce Tamil party 
to boycott 
Parliament 


. The Indian Govern- 
ment radio said last 
night. that Mr H.W. 
Jayewardene, an emi- 
nent Srl Lankan Lawyer, 
was expected to arrive on 
Tuesday and stay about 
two days. 


. Mrs Gandhi announced 
ón Friday night that 
President Jayewardene 
would send a special rep- 
resentative for talks that 
she hoped would be fruit- 
ful in restoring normalcy 
to the riot-torn island. 


Normalcy 


The announcement 
came after Mrs. Gandhi 
asserted a apecial role for 
India in Sri ka's trou- 
bles and told Parliament 
that she had warned 
President Jayewardene 
&bout "foreign involve- 
ment" beyond India. 


The Indian Govern- 
ment said it would airlift 
food&tuff"and medical 
түзүн six days a week 
to the island and contribs 
ute three ships to shift 
Tamil refugees from Co- 
lombo and southern Sri 
Lanka to the predomi- 
nantly Tamil area near 
Jaffna in-the northern 
part of the island, 

Meanwhile, Mr T. Sri- 
daran, president of the. 
Tamil independence 
movement in the United 
States, the Tamil Eelam 
Association, said on his 
arrival. in Madras, that 
India's Tamil Nadu State 
would now become the 
base for the campaign to 
partition Srt. Lanka into 
separate countries for. 
Tamia and Sinhalese. — 


COLOMBO, Sun. — Members of Sri 
Lanka's main minority party, the 
Tamil United Liberation Front 
(TULF), today decided to boycott 
Parliament following new legisla- 
tion which effectively banned their 
party. 

A TULF spokesman said the decision 
was taken at a meeting of the party's 


Parliamentarians held in the northern : 


provincial town of Vavuniya to discuss 
their future course of action in view of 
the new laws. 


The spokesman told Reuters the 
meeting asked the party's political bu- 
reau to decide its future stance as Par- 
liament last Friday voted for a ban on 
separatist parties. 

he politbureau will meet very soon 
to take a decision,” he said. 

'The spokesman said the meeting also 
decided that the party's general secre- 
tary, Appapillai Amirthalingam should 
write to President Junius Jayewardene 


detailing events during the past two 
weeks in ethnic violence between the 
majority Sinhalese and Tamils. 

The TULF, which has been cam- 
paigning for a separate State for the 
sland's 2.5 million Tamils, denies any 
links with the guerilla movement 
which is fighting for the same cause. 

The Government, with the support of 
three other Opposition parties in Par- 
liament, passed legislation banning all 
calis for separatism and imposing 
heavy penalties on those who violate it. 

Members of Parliament are required 
to take an oath renouncing separatism 
and swearing allegiance to a unitary 
State of Sri Lanka. 

The TULF, the largest Opposition 
party with 16 members in the 168-seat 
Parliament, kept away when the as- 
sembly debated the new legislation 

Parliamentarians of the ruling Unit- 
ed National Party (UNP) and those of 
the other three Opposition parties are 
expected to take the oath of allegiance 
on Tuesday. — Reuter 


Prelude to military coup: Paper 


LONDON, Sun. —— The ri- 
ots that killed nearly 300 
people in Sri Lanka were 
instigated by mutinous 
groups within the armed 
forces as a prelude to a 
military coup, The Sun- 
day Times said. 

It said President Ju- 


nius Jayewardene dis- 
closed the planned coup 
on Thursday during a 
closed meeting of his par- 
liamentary party. 


It said the President's 
carcfully worded speech 
hid the fact that “a size- 


able number of Sri Lan- 
ka's 13,000 troops were in 
t, state of mutiny for jour 
days" after the riots 
broke out on July 24. 

Mr Jayewardene him- 
self was protected by a 
ring of armoured cars 
round his home. — UPI. 


curred shortly after 
guerillas fighting for an 
Independent State for 
the country's Tamil mi- 
nority ambushed and 
killed 13 soldiers, 
sparking two weeks of 
nationwide violence 
which left nearly 300 
people dead. 

Most of the violence 
consisted of attacks by 
members of the Sinha- 
lese majority against 
the minority Tamils. 

A British television 
crew arrested and ex- 
pelled from Sri Lanka 
returned home earlier 
In the week with uncen- 
sored film of trouble in 
the area of Trincoma- 
lee, 240km north-east of 
here. 

Their film aired in 
Britain on Friday 
showed Tamil shops 
and houses gutted and 
Tamil temples de- 
stroyed after looting. 
Most Tamils are Hin- 
. dus while the Sinhalese 
are predominantly 
Buddhists. 

Whole villages 
around Trincomalee, 
scene of some of the 
worst atrocities against 
Tamils, have been 
abandoned and the 
ares remains tense, In- 
dependent Television 
News (ITN) reporter 
David Chater said. 


6-HOUR 
CURFEW 
IMPOSED 


COLOMBO, Sun. . Sri 
Lanka's Government 
said tpday a six-hour cur- 
few would be reimposed 
tomorrow night in nine 
districts including Co- 
lombo, changing a deci- 
Sion annpunced hours 
earlier that the curfew 
would be lifted complete- 


A Government state 
ment said "the curfew or- 
der for Monday, which 
was issued carlier, has 
been amended to facili- 
tate investigations by sc- 
curity authorities." 

The earlier statement 
had said tonight's ten- 
hour curfew in force until 
4am tomorrow would be 
the last. . Reuter 
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Colombo takes over 


COLOMBO, Mon. — The Sri Lan- 
kan Government last night an- 
zounced that all property affected 
5y ethnic violence which swept the 
island has been vested in the 

The announcement came as the 


tate. 


Government said conditions had 


returned to погіпаї and a nation- 
wide night curfew would be lifted 
:oday in all 22 districts of the coun- 


try except nine. 


A Government statement said a 
six-hour curfew would be reim- 


posed today from 10pm in Colombo 


and eight other districts. 


Information: Minister 
Anandatissa de Alwis an- 
zounced the vesting of 
property in a broadcast 
so the nation. 

“H some factories were 
destroyed, that factory is 
now the property of the 
State. If a home was de- 
stroyed, that property, 
regardless of who the 
>wner is, is now the prop- 
2rty of the State and shall 





Pi SEG аас nnd 
continue to be the proper- 
ty of the State until it de- 
cides, under the rehabili- 
tation programme, what 
is to be done with it.” 

Officials said hundreds 
of homes, shops and fac- 
tories. had been destroyed 
and at least 315 people 
had died when minority 
Tamils were attacked by 
the Sinhalese during the 


Protest 
march to Sri Lanka 


NEW DELHI, Mon. — More than 1,000 Indi- 


all riot-h 
property 


rioting. 

Initial estimates 
showed that 17 major fac- 
tories, several of them 
garment plants, had been 
burned, while a larger 
number of smaller fac- 
tories, hundreds of shops 
and thousands of homes 
were destroyed. 

The Information Min- 
ister said a special or- 
ganisation, to be called 


the Rehabilitation of 


Property and Industrial 
Authority, would be set: 
up soon functioning di- 
rectly under President' 
Junius Jayewardene to 
repair the damage and 
rehabilitate the affected 
people. 

De Alwis said the Gov- 
ernment's object in re~ 
building would not mere- 
ly be to reconstruct what 


whose population has close ethnic and cul- 


t 





an youths have set off to Sri Lanka from the 
South Indian State of Tamil Nadu on a pro- 
test march against-ethnic violence in the is- 
land republic, the Press Trust of India 
(PTI) reported today. 

The agency said the youths began their 
175-km walk from Madurai city to Rames- 
waram on India's south-eastern tip yester- 


day. 

they plan to use private boats from Ra- 
meswaram to cross the 20-km Palk Straits 
separating India and &ri Lanka. 

o members of Parliament from Tamil 
Nadu today began an indefinite fast in the 
Indian oen to press demands for greater 
Indian efforts to help Tamils who lost their 
homes and businesses in Sri Lanka's riots. 


The parliamentarians belong to Tamil 
Nadu's main opposition Dravida Munnetra 
Kazagham Party which earlier today 
walked out of the Lok Sabha (Lower House) 
‘protestin against what they said was the 

ailure of the House to adopt a resolution 
condemning the Sri Lankan Government for 
its inability to protect the Tamils there. 

This is the latest protest from Tamil Nadu 


tural links with Sri Lanka's Tamils. 

Meanwhile, President Junius Jayewar- 
dene had accused South Indian States of 
harbouring Tamil separatist guerillas. 

Mr Jayewardene, in an interview with 
BBC, also conceded that Government 
troops, drawn from the majority Sinhalese 
population, had been reluctant to quell anti- 


Tamil rioting and in some instances encour- 
aged it. 

He said he was despatching his brother, 
H.W. Jayewardene, an eminent lawyer, as a 
special envoy to Indian Prime Minister In- 
dira Gandhi. 

"She can also help," said Mr Jayewardene. 
"Especially (because) her South Indian 
States are causing a lot of trouble, talking 
about an invasion now. 


"They are helping the terrorists, I told her 
that. They are harbouring them. That is not 
a friendly act at all.” 

He however did not specifically name the 
South Indian State of Tamil Nadu, sympa- 
thetic to the Sri Lankan Tamils. 


had been destroyed but 
also to bring about a cer- 
tain degree of town plan- 
ning on modern lines. 


“It will be part of an in- 
tegrated plan that the 
new authority of the Gov- 
ernment will undertake,” 
he said. 

He stated that in re- 
storing affected indus- 
tries, it was likely that 
the Government would 
hold some shares in the 
new undertakings as 
State financial assis- 
tance would be necessary 
to put them back into op- 
eration. 

The Minister said the 
security situation had 
now returned to normal 
and Sri Lanka's embas- 
sies abroad were being 
informed that tourism 
could recommence. 

He said politically, 
President Jayewardene 
hoped for the co-opera- 
tion of the people, includ- 
ing those affected and the 
Tamil political party, to 
have a dialogue to find a 
lasting political solution 
to the grievances of the 
minority. 

“In order to do that we 
have to live together in 
honour. One side cannot 
trample on the dignity 
and rights of another and 
expect co-operation,” he 
added. 

President Jayewar- 
dene, using emergency 
security powers, has also 
ordered the creation of 
new courts to handle the 

cases of about 1,500 peo- 
dle jailed during vio- 
ence. — Agencies. 
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SEPARATIST BAN MAY 
 ВООЅТ THE TAMIL 


|. TIGERS’ 


By 
JEREMY CLIFT 


MADRAS: Sri Lan- 
ka’s ban on separatist 
parties is likely to 
drive Tamil political 
aspirations under- 
ground and strength- 
en the hand of the 
guerilla movement, 
Tamil leaders and 
Western diplomatic 
analysts say. 

Tamil leaders, inter- 
viewed in the northern 
Sri Lankan city of Jaff- 
na, said they believed 
the separatist ban 
passed by Parliament in 
Colombo last week could 
play into the hands of the 
guerillas, known as The 
liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam. 

Leaders of the main 
Tamil political party on 
the rlot-hit island sald 
they were looking to In- 
dia for help, particularly 
by putting diplomatic 
pressure on the Govern- 
ment of President Ju- 
nius Jayawardene to 
adopt a more concilia- 
tory line towards them. 


Sri Lankan Govern- 
ment Ministers sald in 
Parliament the constitu- 
tional amendment to 
outlaw those advocating 
separatism was espe- 
cially aimed against the 
main party of the is- 
tand’s minority commu- 
nity, the Tamil United 
Liberation Front (Tulf). 


The amendment was 
passed after communal 
violence in which more 
than 300 people were 
killed and hundreds of 
Tamil shops and homes 
were systematically de- 
stroyed. 

Mr Jayawardene him- 
self announced the ban, 


saying the island's ma- 
jority Sinhalese popula- 
tlon would never allow 
Sri Lanka to be divided. 

Tulf, with 16 members 
in the 168-seat assembly, 
Is the largest Opposition 
group in Parliament and 
has been campaigning 
for à separate Tamil 
Btate in the north and 
east of the island, which 
lies off the southern tip 
of India. 

It denies any connec- 
tlon with the “Tigers,” 
who have been outlawed 
for the past four years. 
They launched a fresh 
series of attacks on Gov- 
ernment offices, trains 
and buses about three 
months ago, culminat- 
ing in the killing of 13 
army soldiers in Jaffna 
on July 23. 


Guerillas 


Their deaths sparked 
1 chain reaction of repri- 
sals by the Sinhalese in 
Colombo and several 
other towns across the 
Island. 

Under the new legisla- 
tion, Members of Parlia- 
ment will have to take 
an oath against separat- 
ism within 30 days of to- 
morrow’s inauguration 
of the new assembly. 


anose who refuse to. 
pledge allegiance to a 
unitary State or violate 
the ban on separatism 
face heavy penalties, in- 
cluding expulsion from 
Parliament, loss of civic 
rights for seven years 
and forfeiture of proper- 
ty. 

Tulf members decided 
at the weekend to boy- 
cott Parliament in view 
of the new law, a party 
spokesman sald. 

The party had been di- 
vided over whether to 
stay away from the as- 
sembly or modify the 
group's publicly-stated 
objective of an indepen- 
dent State to something 
like autonomy in order 
to retain a voice in Par- 
Hament. 

Party general secre- 
tary Appapillai Amirth- 
alingam said in an inter- 
view the Government 
was playing into the 
hands of the guerillas by 
outlawing Тий. 

In Colombo, a Western 
diplomat said he be- 
lieved the guerillas 
would be strengthened 
as Tamil political aspi- 
rations would no longer 
have a legal voice, while 
а top Tamil official in 
Jaffna said: “I would ex- 
sect the Tigers would 
have more support with 
the banning of Tulf.” 

Informed Tamil 
sources said the Tigers 
were mostly young stu- 
dents who had taken to 
the gun because they 
were disillusioned by al- 
leged second class treat- 
ment of the Tamils. 

Hardcore guerillas be- 
lieved to number only 
around 200 and to be di- 
vided into several 
groups. They carried out 
a series of raids before 
the critical July 23 at- 
tack and trains to Jaffna 
were stopped in early 
July after 10 trucks were 
set ablaze. 


The unrest in the 
northern province 
forced the Government 
to adopt tough emergen- 
cy powers, including ar- 
rest and detention with- 
out trial, the use of 
confessions in court and 
no post-mortems ‘or in- 
quests after shootings by 
security forces. 

People In Jafina said 
the army went on the 
rampage through its 
narrow streets after the 
killing of the 13 soldiers. 

According to the Gov- 
ernment, 20 civilians 
were shot dead. Tulf 
puts the figure at around 
40. 

“Most people don't 
sympathise with the Ti- 
gers, but they dislike the 
army and the police 
more,” sald one Tamil 
Government source in 
the city of 800,000 people. 

With the de facto ban- 
ning of Tulf and little 
sign of conciliatory 
moves by the Govern- 
ment, he believed there 
was now an impasse 
from which the guerillas 
would benefit. 

Tulf members said the 
lack of guerilla action in 
Jaffna since July 23 was 
Intended to avoid possi- 
hle reprisals in the south 
on Tamil refugees shel- 
tering in a series of 
camps. About 79,000 peo- 
ple lost their homes in 
the violence. 

Tulf leaders hope In- 
dia will be able to per- 
suade Mr Jayawardene 
to adopt a more concilia- 
tory approach to give 
them room for negotia- 
tion. 

But Government Min- 
Isters in Colombo are en- 
couraging the Tamils 
outside Jaffna to come 
out openly against sepa- 
ratism. 


Demand 


Sri Lanka, with a pop- 
ulation of around 15 mil- 
lion, has 2.5 million 
Tamils. The majority 
Sinhalese are Buddhists 
whereas the Tamils are 
Hindu and retain strong 
links with India. 


But the Tamil commu- 
nity is divided, with 
many rejecting the de- 
mand for an indepen- 
dent State or Eelam. 

Those backing the Ec- 
lam call, known as the 
Ceylon Tamils, number 
around 1.4 million. They 
live móstly in the north 
and east after crossing 
to the island several cen- 
turies ago. 

The others, known as 
Indian Tamils, were 
brought across from In- 
dia in the last century by 
the British to work on 
the tea estates and plan- 
tations. Most of them re- 
ject the iden of Eelam 
and support Mr 
Jayawardene's ruling 
United Nalional Party. 


The Tulf accuses the 
Government of ultimate 
responsibility for the vi- 
olence and says Mr 
Jayawardene acts as 
President of the Sinha- 
lese alone, not of all Sri 
Lankans. 


The Government has 
sald three leftist groups 
aided by an unnamed 
foreign power were be- 
hind the bloodshed, de- 
seribed as part of a plot 
to overthrow the adinin- 
istration. 


But Mr Amirthalin- 
gam sald he believed 
right-wing Sinhalese 
had helped trigger the 
unrest, adding: “The 
Government, through in- 
action, indifference and 
arrogant failure to mo- 
bilise international as- 
sistance expressd its 
complete contempt for 
the life and property of 
the Tamil people.” 

The savagery of the ri- 
ots has left deep-rooted 
scars which will be diffi- 
cult to heal. "We've had 
Tamil-Sinhalese clashes 
before on the island, but 
never on this scale. 
Things have usually re- 
turned to normal, but 
this time I think it will be 
different,” said a Jafína- 
based Tamil scholar. — 
Reuter 





Lanka Carnage And After 


NOW that a semblance of peace 


has 


for the 


returned 
time being at 


to Sri Lanka, 


any rate, 


and President Jayewardene’s bro- 
ther, Mr. Н. W. Jayewardene, act- 
ing as his personal envoy, is en- 
gauged in talks with Indian leaders 


m New 


Delhi, 


it is tine to face 


Issues That Can’t Be Evaded 


squarely some of the 


basic and . 
far-reaching issues that have been 


brought to the fore by the two 
weeks of unspeakable savagery in 


the island republic. 
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In the first place it is a mis- 
потег, to pyt it no more strongly 
than that, to call the brutal mas- 
sacre and pillage of the Tamil 
minority as "ethnic riots" or to 
compare them, as President Jaye: 
wardene has tended to do with 
rhetorical flourish, to the killings 
in Ássam recently or even to the 
partition riots in 1947. For it was 
not a case of the Sinhala majority 
and Tamil minority fighting it out 
with each other, with the forces 
of law and order trying to put 
down the carnage. 


What {док place instead was a 
serles of pre-planned — anti-Tamil 
pogroms which were aided, abetted 
and encouraged by both the army 
and the police. The Sri Lankan 
President's candid confession of 
his loss of control — hopefully 
temporary — over his army and 
its grim implications have been 
discussed on this. page already and 
it might be necessary to revert 
to these later. In the meantime, 
it has to be noted with regret 
that there. has been not even а 
syllable of* sympathy, from either 
the. Sri Lankan President or any 
of his senior colleagues, for the 
victims of the macabre massacre, 
nor a hint of condemnation of the 
perpetrators of the burning hor- 
rors on innocent men, women and 
children. 


Sinhala Chauvinism 


With striking unanimity all wes- 
tern correspondents on the scene 
have reported that throughout tha 
terrible tragedy that has been en- 
acted in Sri Lanka, Mr. Jayewar- 
dene and his government gave tha 
impression of “pandering” to 
Sinhala chauvinism. Even the de- 
cree on the take-over of the vast 
properties of the Tamils that have 
cither been destroyed or damaged 
during the death dance or abandon- 
ed by those fleeing for their lives 
was announced in such ominous 
terms as to create grave doubts 
about their future. These misgiv- 
ings have not been fully removed 
by the subsequent official clarifi- 
cation that the take-over of Tamil 
properties — 18 major factories, 


a dozen big stores, several thou-« 


sand small shops, entire wholesala 
trading centres and at Jeast 20,000 


houses ranging from huge man-. 


sions to modest huts — does nol 
amount to nationalisation. 

"Two other aspects of-the hor- 
rendous killings 1 
First, even those Lanka Tamils 
"who are top civil servants and lead- 
“ing industrialists in Colombo and 


who have never before becn 
affected by outbreaks of racial 
violence have this time been 


"coweridg in the homes, of Sinha- 
lee friends”, to borrow 
from The Economist. 


Secondly, and more alarmingly, 
for the first time the vicious anti- 
Tamil violence was wilfully direct- 

` ed.also against India and Indians. 
It is not that Indian nationals, 
including diplomats posted to Co- 
lombo, were mistaken for Lanka 
Tamils by rampaging mobs. They 
were set upon because they were 
identified to be Indians. In one 


NT 


merit attention.. 


words’ 


E: 

Case, a beleaguercu. Indian told 
his tormentors that he was nol 
a Tamil but an Indian from Bom- 
bay working for the Indian high 
commission in Sri Lanka, ‘where- 
upon they yelled: "All the more 
reason that you should be taught 
a lesson." 

This kind of sentiment was ob- 
viously whipped up by tbe well- 
orchestrated tirade against India in 
the officially-controlled Sri Lanka 
press over New Delhi’s mild con- 
cern, confidentially expressed, over 
the happenings. in Jaffna. The 
virulent campaign had gone on for 
several days before all hell broke 


loose ia the island often called 
a south Asian paradise. 
‘Obviously, persistence on the 


path of mindless antipathy to In- 
dia and pandering to hardliners 
in the armed forces and else- 
where will not only not solve the 
problem but is likely to precipitate 
a coup by them. Mr. Jayewardene 
has been crying wolf about a left- 
ist coup; a rightist coup is what 
he may eventually get. 


India's Concern 


Mr. Jayewardene has acknow- 
ledged the restraint and caution 
shown by Mrs, Gandhi and her 
government despite the understan- 
dably inflamed feclines іп the 
country, especially in Tamil Nadu 
from: where an all-party delegation 
came to the capital to demand 
the reference of the issue to the 
United Nations and even more 
precipitate action. This, combined, 
with the inner dynamics of the 
Sri Lanka situation, should provide 
enough basis for an “operation 
salvage" the main element of which 
must be the recognition that the 
deep wounds can be healed and a 
beginning towards solving the 
underlying problem made only if 
Sri Lanka and India act in con- 
cert and are seen to be so doing. 

By now at least 
crystal clear to Colombo — 
though this ought to have been 
evident even earlier — that India 
neither wants to interfere in Sri 
Lanka's internal affairs nor wishes 


“to countenance secession or Sepa- 


ralism in the Tamil majority nor- 
thern and eastern areas of the is- 
land republic. At the same time, 
as Mrs, Gandhi so aptly put it 
in her speech to Parliament, in 
relation to the grim and climactic 
developments affecting the ver 
existence of people of Indian ori- 
&in in Sri Lanka, India cannot be 
treated as "just any other coun- 
irs" 

There are two points of para- 
mount importance to this country 
Which have cropped up again and 
again in the course of the Indo- 
Sii Lanka dialogue. First, that any 
foreign military involvement in Sri 
Lanka on any pretext would be un- 
acceptable to this country and se- 
condly, that constant Tamil-bashing 
will get Sri Lanka nowhere. An 
amicable solution of the Tamil 
problem within the Sri Lankan 
framework has got to be found. 

Both the points were first raised 
with the Sri Lankan government, 
at the highest. level, when Mr. 
Narasimha Rao went to Colombo 
at the height of the carnage. It is 
a matter of deep regret therefore 
that despite these discussions, Mr. 
Jayewardene’s government chose to 
approach the U.S., Britain, Pa- 
kistan and Bangladesh for military 
assistance without so much as a 
word to this country. Subsequent 
Sri Lankan denials of- this having 
happened are all the more pathetic 
for being demonstrably false, In 
any case, the Indian position has 
been made clear not only to Sri 


it should: be . 


eee 


Lanka but also to all others con- 
cerned, no matter what their inter- 
est in Sri Lanka, especially in the 
port of Trincomalee as a potential 
naval base. : : 
As for the solution of the Tamil 
problem, it is quite clear that while 
massive repression may or may not 
curb a separatist movement, it can- 
not possibly weld together an àg-' 
gressive majority and an aggrieved 
minority wholly alienated from each, 
other. Continued oppressiom of the: 
Tamil minority can only make the 
breach permanent and irreversible. 
President — Jayewardent | has a 
point no doubt when he says that 
be has done more for the Tamil 
minority than .any other ruler. in 
Sri Lanka before йт. But he must 
also know that of late, and in 
particular during the macabre hap- 
penings of the last fortnight, he 
has béen seen to be a prisoner of 
the anti-Tamil hardliners in his 
own camp. Not only has he done 
nothing to live down this. im- 
pression, but he has done a lot, . 
by both omission and commission, 
to strengthen it. к 
Terrorism must, of. course, Бе 
deplored and curbed. But surely it 
would have been easier to' deal 
with 200 terrorists, calling them- 
selves Tigers, if the legitimate 
Brievances of the Tamil minority 
had received some attention and 
the bitterness between the. Tamil 
minority and the Sinhala majority 
had not been allowed to assume 


the proportions it has. Now there 
are hardly any moderates left in 
the leadership of the Tamil 


United Liberation Front (TULF). 
Even the few who might be inclin- 
ed to agree that autonomy within 
a federal Sri Lanka, rather than 
separation, would be a better bet 
for the Tamil majority areas are 
silent because of the dread of the 
Tamil Eelam guerillas. 


Feelings Of Tamils 


Mr. Jayewardene has aggravat- ` 
ed this already intractable situa- 
tion by banning the TULF, effect- 
ively depriving its 16 MPs who 
earlier constituted the main oppo- 
sition in Parliament of their seats 
and stripping all its members of 
their political and civic rights. 
With whom can he build bridges 
now, and how? 

His complaint against India, es- 
pecially against the government of 
'Tamil Nadu, for harbouring 
Eelam terrorists is not entirely 
without basis. But there ought to 
be a sense of proportion about 
this matter. There have been at the 
most five known Eelam terrorists 
in Madras. All of them were ar- 
rested. Two of them jumped bail 
and disappeared. The other three 
were released by the' Tamil Nadu 
government, obviously as a result 
of acute frustration, when . the 
anti-Tamil kilings in Sri Lanka 
reached a crescendo and so did 
the reaction to them in Tamil 
Nadu. 


Having said this. one must has- 
ten to add that this country must 
not give any quarter, leave alone 
any encouragement, to even a 
handful of terrorists. But then the 
other side. of the coin is that Sri 
Lanka must not try to. solve its 
problem of separatism in a man- 
ner that is bound to create an im- 
possible or intolerable situation in 
Tamil Nadu. Colombo must realise 
that while New Delhi is anxious 
to respect the sensitivities of 13 
million Sinhalese of Sri Lanka, it 
cannot be indifferent to the fate 
of three million Tamils in that 
country and the related feelings of 
45 million Tamils living in south- 


ern India, memes 


- 
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QVO DHT, uus 12 (PET) — 
Jnd ipu oda d mot uf state 
TN Pinme  Virnister [Indira 
[um tos Juliarinent today on, 
the maion d orb һава 

m ws ] announced that the 
Prony otf Sri Эка was send 
its хопа representative tot 
Nov ТА to discuss tie situation 
ім тр Lanka with me. Mr di W: 
blu. топо, the special emissary, 


my Debe He has had dis- 


cades wtb me as also with our 

Mardon Ca External Affairs. 
бозу ук! to Mr gqayewardene 

tR deep. concern. of our. Parha- 


"en apd of the people of Lidia 
iocis reeent happenings in Su 
T4 ine pur distress at the 
hanon иеп resulting tuere- 
fhn An bave always condemned 
БИ! Wesce, kühnpgs and discri- 
mns, pecia" PD the vic- 
Um. : defenecie 

potesse the oppe ЕТТУ to reas- 
wwe Str Jayewardene that Indla 
saou: [er the independence, unity 
ani "egrify of Srt Lanka, India 
does nor interfere in (he internal 
affairs af other countries, How- 
ever, “ramse of the historical, cule 
miral and such other close ties bes 
tween ihe peoples of tho lwo coun- 
tres particularly  belween the 


Saml community of Sri Lanka and 


us, (sb eannot remain. unaffect- 
ed bs sich events there, 

Mr wardene toid us that 
the oten in Sri Lanka ds fast 
revs. to normai, According to 
him, 5s number of people in re- 
fug: uns" nas come down from 
хоо to 30,000, Ile said that most 
peoule once returning to — their 
hors, Sut the Government would 
still he ‘eft with the problem of 


who 
The 


the sevi, al thousand people 
have bron rendered. homeless 


Sve} nia nuthorities are making 
mrranecerents for thelr relief and 
rona sbun on for which а special 
aor” (he Government has 
Pery set un, 

quae sa + sufferings of. Indian 
mnpoos' anu the people of Indian 
"bua oving dn Sri Lanka have 
aco ond spontaneous sympathy 
rom n siens of our people. 
ри, y wovingly expressed in 
geb! m eur Parllament in the 
Etat w ays 

qi Dav onte task before us ts 
fo rro чө sieeour to thoas who 
have suffered in the disturbances, 


‘Toe Govecmnent of India are do- 

ing whatever they can to render 
герс te {зе affected persons. 

Fut this is a big task which 

‘  (Gavernment cannot accomplish 

publie co-operation is im- 

uwat, 1 have, therefore, decided 

ranstitute a “Sri Lanka Relief 

end’ апа а “Sri Lanka Rebef 

^ Committee" under my chair- 

^ "lp with an initial contribu- 

f Indian Rs one crore (i.e. 

Unn) from the Prime Min- 

onal Rellet Fund. 
ta my fellow citizens, 
Iving »broad, to 


contribute generously to the fund 
and Шеол express. their angu- 
isn and утрау for ine unfortu- 


13.8.83 


Cuellar. 


"We request you to intervene 
immediately to stop the genocide 
and safeguard the lives of three 
million Tamil people in Sri Lanka 
by sending an international 
peacekeeping force," the cable 


said. 


"Beginning from July 24, wave 
after wave of Sinhalese hooligans 
backed by the armed services 
who are almost exclusively Sin- 
halese invaded Tamil houses, 
murdered men, women and chil- 
dren, looted property worth mil- 
lions, destroyed property worth 
millions and caused 100,000 peo- 


nale vielims of this scnseless. viol- 
спее in a tangible and positive 
manner, 

In reply to my question. about 
the recent law vesting damaged 
and abandoned properties. in the 
Government, Mr Javewardene ex 
plained that this measure was 
taken in the interest of the afl- 
fecitd persons to prevent distress 
Sales, unlawful occupation and 
олег such possible misuse. 

1 conveyed to Mr Jayewardene 
that while measures were being 
taken to mect the immediate situ- 
ation, the process to find a perma- 
nent solution to satisfy the legili- 
mate aspirations and ensure the 
security of Ше Tamil minority will 
have to be urgently Initiated. 

Mr Jayewardene has conveyed 
the following information to me: 

The President had intended to 
place before the Round Table Con- 
ference, which could not be held, 
certain proposals which include 
(a) full implementation of the 
laws relating to the District Deve- 
lopment Councils; (b) the use of 
‘Tamil as provided for іл the Con- 
stitution as a national language, 
(c) to initiate a dialogue on am- 
nesty on condition that violence 
will be given up; (d) discontinu- 
ance of the active role of the arm- 
ed forces in Jaffna on the cessa- 
tion of terrorist violence; and (e) 
the repeal uf the, Prevention of 
Terrorism Act, In addition, if the 


idea of a separate Stute Is aban- 
сан! the President .s willing to 
discuss the release of those de 
waned in prisons not already ton- 
victed or awaiting trial, and to 
implement any other assurance 
contained in the 1977 manifesto of 
the UND. 


1 ат. 
wiln 


sharing thls information 
honourable members. 
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Lanka. 


Lankan 


1 expressed my view that these 
proposals may not meet the aspir- 
ations of the Tamil | community, 
Wr Jayewardene toid me that the 
Srl Lankan Government are will- 
im to consider any other propo- 

Ne d which would give the Tamil 
MONIS their due share in the 
affairs of their country within the 
framework of a united Sri Lanka. 
I gave my view that discussiun 
beiween the Government and the 
Tamil community on this broader 
basis would be useful and that a 
soiutlon has to be sought at tne 
conference table, 


I offered our good offices In 
whatever manner they may ba 
needed. Mr Jayewardene expressed 
his appreciation of this offer made 
in the context of the traditional 
friendly ties between our coun- 
tries. Ho later Informed me that 
bis President accepts the offer, 

The need of the hour is to re- 
duce tensions and establish confi- 
dence, I hope that all concerned 
will feel able to meet at the con- 
ference table іп an atmosphere of 
goodwill and mutual trust tg met- 
tle their problems. 

Through Mr Jayewardene, © 
Presid nt Ob ort bahne, tds f 
veyed an invitation t9 ош Я 
ment ly send an alepurty deh ka 
tion to visit Sri Lanka, 

"ће ifouse will agire that tes 
situation arising out of the сурх 
In 511 Lanka 15 эгиз and high 
complex, and needs caretu! tandi 
mg. The Government are demit 
with il appropiiadtely and sig Con 
tinue to remain in clase touch wiit 
tha Governinent of Sri Lanka ane 
others concerned 

i Appeal ш we 





House and a 


sections of our people not to tai: 
could 
problems 


result "ü 
a" 


any step which 
aggravating the 


'HAITS 
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Party seeks . 
UN force 
for Sri Lanka 


MADRAS, Thurs. — Sri Lanka's 
Tamil opposition party appealed 
to the United Nations yesterday to 
send a peacekeeping force “to 
stop the genocide” of Tamils fol- 
lowing rioting that killed 350 peo- 
ple in Sri Lanka. 

A spokesman for Sri Lanka’s 
Tamil United Liberation Front 
said the party sent a cable yester- 
day to the United Nations Secre- 
tary General Javier Perez De 


ple to flee their homes.” 
The party fears thousands 
more Tamils will be killed in Sri 


The Tamil United Liberation 
Front’s 16 Parliament members 
are expected to lose their seats in 
one month because they refuse to 
agree not to advocate a separate 
nation for Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

Under last week’s law, all Sri 


Parliament members 


must promise not to demand a 
separate nation or lose their seats 
in the assembly. 
Parliament members took the 
forced oath. 

A Tamil United Liberation 
Front spokesman said his party 
most likely will not take the oath. 

The appeal to the United Na- 
tions came as a sacrifice force of 
5,000 marched steadily to the sea 
yesterday in a bid to invade Sri 
Lanka in a flotilla of boats to pro- 
test the slaughter of hundreds of 
Tamils on the island. The Indian 
Government vowed to halt the 
marchers at the shore. — UPI. 


A total of 150 


SPECIAL 
ENVOY 
STAYS ON 
FOR MORE 
TALKS 


NEW DELHI, Thurs. 
The brother of Sri Lan- 
ka's President has ex- 
tended his visit to New 
Delhi for talks with Indi- 
an leaders about last 
month's violence on the 
island, in which at least 
362 people died. 

Hector Jayewardene 
who arrived here on 
Tuesday as a special en- 
voy of President Junius 
Jayewardene, saw Indian 
Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi yesterday for 80 
minutes and later met 
External Affairs Minis- 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao. 

He may see Gandhi 
again today along with 
the Defence and Finance 
Ministers, a Government 
spokesman said 

The talks took place 
amid deep concern in 
New Delhi about violence 
in Sri Lanka against the 
Tamil minority. . Reuter 


nardships of the Jems 
Lanka, and at the хате ын 
it more difficull for us ta k 
{he immediate lask of rer 
rehabilitation as well яғ 
ing a lasting roluticn 
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SECOND CLASS IN LANKA 


: Long History Of 


иби turmoil as engulfs Sri 
м Lanka speaks of years of 
tension. In fact, conflict can be 
trace, back to the Sth Century 
^D. chronicle. the Mahavamsa, 
watch gloats on how the sinha- 
lese king  Duttagamint killed 
Elara, the Tamil monarch, in 
single combat. But there was no 
rigid division in medieval times, 
and many rulers of Sinhalese 
kingdoms, even of Kandy which 
survived ^wntil 1815, were Tamil. 
It was left to modern politicians 
to pull up the ethnic drawbridge 
and institutionalize Sinhalese 
supremacy and Tamil subordina- 
tion, NN 

"One of the 
aftér the Sinhalese 
revivalism of Angarika Dharma- 
pali and the Mahajana Sabhas 
was in 1931 when the Donough- 
more Constitution prescribed ter- 


ritorial | electorates with ло 
thought to ethnic distribution, 
thereby, ensuring majority rule 


with thé minority at its mercy. 
The resultant demand for mino- 
rity safeguards hardened majo- 
rity resistance and deepened the 
division on communal lines. 


“Our — fundamental mistake 
was not to ask for independence 
when the British left", S, J. V. 


Chelvanayakam, the | father of 
Tamil nationalism, once confes- 
sed, But confidence surged at 


the time with D, S. Senanayake, 
the Covlon National Congress's 


far-sighted president and the 
country's first Prime. Minister. 
nleading: “On behalf. of the 


Congress and on my own behalf, 
| give the minority communities 
the sincere assurance that по 
harm need they fear at our hands 
in а free Lanka". Senanavake 
more explieitiv appealed to 
Tami) patriotism: “Do vou want 
to be governed from London or 
do you want as Ceylonese, to 
.help govern Ceylon?" 


GENOCIDE FEARS 


They responded positively to 
the jnvitation but were to Бе. 
hitterly disappointed when Sena 
nayake's death opened the field 
for the iesser politicians seeking 
to appease communal constitu- 
'encies who still rule in Colombo. 
A disillusioned Chelvanayakan 
tolg the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union іп 1975: “Twenty-seven 
years of Sinhalese rule, ever 
“since ghis country attained in- 
deprudence from the British. 


has shattered all our hopes for . 


peaceful ‘and honourable co- 
existence with the numerically 
superior Sinhalese people in а 
unitary State, and driven us to 
cast away this artificial unity 
thrust upon us against our will 
by the British rulers". He warned 
—and the prophecy acquired 
grim meaning last month — “I 
-assert on behalf of {һе Tamils 
that. the Tamil nation is treated 
25 a subject people who are fac- 
ing the threat of genocide”. 


first ihdicatlons ` 
Buddhist, 


— OI 


The Tamil case is that the 
community (now numbering 
more than two million) has lived 
on the island for about 2,500 
years, actuallv since before the 
arrival in the 5th or 4th Cen- 
tury B.C. of the legendary prince 
Viiaya with his band of 700 men 
from whom the Sinhalese claim 
descent, The two groups must 
have  intermarried extensively 
over the centuries but this is 
rarely admitted nowadays. In- 
stead, the Tamil United Libera- 
tion Front looks  nostalgically 
back to the Tamil kingdom of 
Jaffna which succumbed to the 
Portuguese in 1619, to justify its 
unrealistic dream of a 18,009- 
square-kilometre national home- 
land, the “Republice of Eilam". 
Sri Lanka  Tamils are  tacitly 
supported by about a million 
déscendants of Tamil labourers 
imported in the last century to 
lay the foundations of prosper- 
ous tea coffee and rubber in- 
uustries, Arbitrarily disfranchis- 
eq in 1948, when cight Tamil 
М.Р. were automatically unseat. 
ed. the community has existed 
on sufferance ever since. 

The island's Portuguese, Dutch 
and carly British rulers seemed 
to recognize that Hindus of 
Dravidian stock and Buddhists 
who claimed Arvan origins con- 
stituted two  distinet nations. 
They were administratively 
merged in 1833 but legislatures 
remained communal ; three 
Europeans, a Sinhalese, a Tamil 
and а Burgher were nominated 
up to 1889. The Ministers appoin- 
ted under. the Donoughmore 
Consiutution were, however, all 
Sinhalese, prompting Tamils to 
ask ior 50 ver cent reservation 
for the combined minority popu- 
lation in. both legislature and 
Cabinet 


Though the demand wag re 
jected. the 1946 Soulbury Cons- 
titution gave some weightage to 
Tamil representation in Parlia- 
ment and also forbade discrimi- 
natory laws, But British safe- 
guards seldom survive the Bri- 
tish; and Tamilg had serious 
cause for complaint long before 
1973 when in a fatal upsurge of 
racial fervour, the island was 
converted into a Buddhist Sinha- 
lese. republic, 

In fact, Mr J. R, Jayewardene, 
who is generally regarded as a 
liberal democrat, espoused cth- 
піс exclusiveness many усагѕ be- 


,fore the Bandaranaikes made it 


respectable, He proposed in the 
State Council as early as 1944 
to “make Sinhalese the official 
language of Ceylon within! a 
reasonable number of years” 
This was a distortion of the 
"swabhasa" movement to replace 
English with the. vernacular, and 
his leader, D. S. Senanayake. 
would not hear of such intolc- 
rance. Under the latters guid- 
ance. the Council not only opted 
for a two-language formula but 


Tamil Deprivation 
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alse set up an official Commis- 
sion to implement it. 


Senanayake's death soon after 
independence meant the end of 
racial unity; "swabhasa" became 
synonymous with Sinhalese-onlv, 
the process culminating in S, W. 
R. D. Bandaranaike's incendiary 
speech in 1955 to M.P.s: "The 
fact that in the towns and vil. 
lages, in business houses and in 
boutiques most of the work is 
in the hands of the Tamil-speak- 
ing people will inevitably result 
in a fear, and I do not think 
an unjustified fear, of the inexor- 
able shrinking of the Sinhalese 


language...” The following 
year’s Official Languages Act 
declared that ‘the Sinhalese 


language be the one official lan- 
guage of Ceylon’. As a result of 
the protest riots that followed. 
the 1957  Bandaranaike-Cheiva- 
nayakam pact promised "recogni- 
tion of Tamil as the language of 
a national minority” and agreed 
to set up. a number of regional 
councils in Tamil areas. But it 
remained a deag letter, as did 
the 1958 Tamil] Language Act 
agrceing to "reasonable use" in 
education, public service en- 
trance examinations and admin- 
istration in the northern and 
eastern provinces, 


REFORM REFUSED 


Disturbances, initially spear. 
headed only, by. fanatical orga- 
nizations like the Eksath Bhikku 
Peramuna, but eventually sup- 
ported by all parties anxious to 
pander to populism, erupted 
whenever any Government con- 
templated accommodation. When 
Dudley Senanayake’s United Na- 
tional Party regime (which then 
included a Minister from the 
Tamil Federal Party) promised 
reforms in 1966. the Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party inflamed opinion 
with the canard that all Sinha- 


lese would have to learn Tamil. 
^s Sinhalese chauvinism be- 
came. stronger, even the UNP 
repudiated its promises, and its 
understanding with the Federal 
Party terminated in acrimony. 
Today, Mr Jayewardene is accus 
ed of being every bit as bigoted 
as Mrs Bandaranaike ever was, 
and not only because he is a 
prisoner of the atmosphere creat- 
eq by her and her husband. 

At -first, there was an econo- 
mic rationale for the animosity 
of race and religion. Because of 
missionary activity in Jaffna, 
Tamils were better educated: in 
1911, 4.9 ner cent of Coylon 
Tamil males were literate in 
English against 3.5 per cent Sin. 
halese males. But the resultant 
employment benefits were soon 
removed, Tamil share of the civil 
services fell from about 30 per 
cent in 1948 to only five per 
cent in 1975, There was hardly 
any recruitment to the armed 
forces; trading and industria! 
licences and loans were given 


only to the Sinhalese; and а 
coloniaition poliey diluted со] 
lective Tamil bargaining power 
by introducing Sinhalese settlers 
to break the contiguity of Tamil 
inhabited areas 

The worst deprivation was in 
education. where district quotas 
а system of standardizing marks 
and preferential entrance re 
duced Tamil admission to uni- 
versities from 31 to 16 ner cent 
between 1948 and 1970, The 
decline in numbers in engineer- 
ing colleges (408 per cent in 
1970 to 132 per cent in 1975) 
and medicai colleges (269 ta 
under 20 ber cent between 1973 
and 1975) was as revealing. 
While higher education becanie 
impossible without a firm ground- 
ing in Sinhalese, no effort was 
made -probably deliberatels —to 
teach the language in Tamil 
school The aim seemed. to. be 
to place about 20 per cent of Sri 
Lanka's population at а perma. 
nent disadvantage. 


Such injustice provoked a 
Tamil Congress М.Р. to voice the 
fear that official policy "must in- 
evitably and inexorably put an 
end... to the Tamil nation and 
the Tamil people as such". For 
years, Tamil leaders asked for 
a federa! secular State with 
guaranteed fundamental tichts tn 
which their areas would enjoy 
“the widest autonomy and resi- 
duary powers consistent with the 
unitv and external security of 
Ceylon” Only shen thi. and the 
TULLE s moderate six-point char 
ter were rejected, did Mr A. 
Aranithalingam, now leader nf 
ihe Opposition. announce: “I 
personallv have lost all hope of 
being able to establish our rights 
in Sri Lanka”. 


SEPARATE STATE 


Younzer activists were already 
drawing dangerous parallels with 
Bangladesh. and even the vete- 
ran Chelvanavakam treated his 
resounflin. electoral victory in 
1975 as "s mandate that the 
Filam Tamil nation should exer. 
cise th. sovereignty already vest- 
ed in the Tamil people and be- 
come free". Outlining step by step 
how his people had been pushed 
to the wall, the old ran con- 
cluded: ‘Hence, the Tamils of 
Sri Lanka, who constitute à sepu- 
rate nation. «distinct from the 
Sinhalese nation by territory, 
language and culture, have now 
resolved to win back their lost 
right to an independent sove- 
reign State”. 


It seems an impossible dream. 
The TULF is also in s quandary. 
It has been abandoned ^v Mr s. 


Thondaman of the Ceylon Work- 


ers Congress «ho once declared 
"We have one-third of тһе 
island's surface and two-thirds of 
its coastline; we would be in a 
position to export rice. chillies 
and onions, anu we have enough 
Salt" but who now holds a pori 
folio in Mr Jayewardene'’s Minis 
ry, Moreover it :^ in danger 
of losing the initiative to the 
militant Liberation Tigers who 
have already demonstrated a 
reckless taste tor violence. But 
the TULF also knows that the 
UNP will never concede Tamil 
rights because in the climate that 
has been created, no Sinhalese 
purty can afford tc do so; even 
the Communists and the Trot- 


“lese rulers “who. like Duttha- 
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куне Lanka Sama Samaj Party pediency must 


be weighed 


went back on their original com- against the Federal Party seere 


mulinent to linzuistie parity, the {ату warning in 


1964: "IL the 


latter. frankly admitting that it leaders of the Sinhalese people 


had “paid a heavy price for its — persist in this 


attitude, I will 


stang and lost heavily among кау that when you will be advo- 


the Sinhalese masses”. . cating federalism, we will rather 
Thi; ma: explain wh: the Choose to have a division of the 
UNP shed its lberahsm and why country even at the eost of seve 


H I vog“ "y t! 
Mr Jayewardene disregarded his “al Arves x Though. 
1977 election pledges. His poi Government 15 not 


. М . ay! А , | nj 
tica] survival depends on being d аиа 
the best of the “good” Sinha ах  'ederaism, 

б è á ‹ ct} he 
samani, smote the Tamils hip and — 2nd thoush the 
thy. and did so, partly at least. 


sith religious motives” But ex- : ‘ 
Bent as ever, 


an inflexible 
even consi- 
imazinative 


the separatist 
demand has gained strength. 
lives lost pro 
bably run into hundreds. Sinha 
iese opinion remains as intrans 
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India mediates 
. between 


Govt and parties 


NEW DELHI, Sun. — India is starting to medi- 
ate between the Sri Lankan Government and 
leaders of the minority Tamil community on 
the riot-hit island where 380 people died last 
month in ethnic unrest. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) news agency said 
Appapillai Amirthalingam, secretary-general of Sri 
Lanka's main Tamil party, the Tamil United Libera- 
tion Front (TULF), was expected to arrive in Delhi 
this morning from Madras for discussions with 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 


lie flew from the Sri Lankan capital, Colombo, to 
Madras last night for talks with leaders of political 
parties in the southernState of Tamil Nadu which has 
close racial and cultural ties with the 2.5 million 
Tamils in Sri Lanka. 

Mrs Gandhi has come under strong pressure in the 


south to take up the Tamil cause with the Sri Lankan 
Government. 
` She told Parliament on Friday that during talks 
. with an envoy from Colombo she had offered to help 

the Sri Lankan Government reach a political settle- 
ment with the Tamils. 

The envoy, Sri Lankan President Junius Jayewar- 
dene's brother Hector, spent three days in New Delhi. 

During talks with him Mrs Gandhi expressed sup- 
port for the unity of the island but urged Sri Lanka's 
Government to thrash out a political settlement with 
the Tamil community, she told Parliament. 

Political analysts said it appeared Mrs Gandhi 
would try to persuade TULF to reduce its demand for 
separatism to one for limited autonomy or federal- 
ism in return for concessions by Colombo. But they 
said TULF might be unable to do so because of pres- 
sure from its own hardliners. — Reuter 


COLOMBO, Sun. 
Rebels fighting for a 
separate State for thc 
Tamil minority have 
posted warnings in the 
northern province of 
Jaffna that terrorist 
attacks against thc 
army there will begin 
again next month, a 
Government spokes- 
man said yesterday. 

The posters serve as a 
warning that Tamils out- 
side Jaffna may suffer 
another round of retalia- 
tory violence unless they 
relocate in the province, 
said Doublas Liyanage, 
secretary in the Ministry 
of State. 

Mr Liyanage said the 


posters urged Tamils to 
resettle in the north 
where they would be pro- 
tected by the Tamil activ- 
ists, known as the Tigers, 
who are estimated to 
have about 200 to 300 men 
in the three loosely joined 
groups. They generally 
are not supported by 
Tamil groups living out- 
side Jaffna. 





violence 





About 20,000 Tamils 
from Colombo have relo- 
cated to Jaffna in the 
past 10 days. Most of the 
estimated 130,000 Tamils 
once in refugee camps 
here have remained in 
Colombo at the homes of 
friends or relatives, 
though about 15,000 re- 
main in the camps. " 


— One aim of the Tigers is 
to have Sri Lanka Tamils 
resettle in the north, cre- 
ating, in effect, a sepa- 
rate State for the embat- 
tled minority. | 

The communal vio- 
lence in late July began 
after rebels blew up an 
army patrol in Jaffna, 
killing 13 soldiers and 
setting off a. week of Sin- 
halese majority attacks 
on Tamils in Colombo 
and other cities outside 
the ргоуіпсе. Ап estimat- 
ed 371 people — mostly 


Tamils in Colombo — 
were killed. 

Tamil terrorists have 
killed 51 police, soldiers 
and political figures in 
Jaffna in the last few 


years, Mr Liyanage said. 


Though word of the 
posters has been circulat- 
ing in Colombo for the 
past 10 days, the first offi- 
cial comment came when 
Mr Liyanage discounted 
the ability of the terror- 
ists to launch a planned 
attack. He said Govern- 
ment forces in Jaffna 
would be able to deal with 
the rebels. І 


The Government has 
been fighting an informa- 
tion war to counter state- 
ments by Tamils abroad 
and a short-wave Philip- 
pine radio station broad- 
casting reports to Sri 
Lanka about the recent 
ethnic violence. — AP 
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TULF TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS 


THE political chief of Sri Lanka's Tamil minor- 
ity said after talks with Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi yesterday that his people would 
consider any reasonable alternative to the inde- 
pendent Tamil State to which they are now 


committed. 


Appapillai Amirthalingam, secretary-gener- 
al of the Tamil United Liberation Front Party, 
told reporters that he would put forward to his 
party and the Tamil people any such proposal 
on Tamil rights by the Sri Lankan Government 
— “so let them come out with the alternative 


they have in mind.” 
The TULF decided af- 
ter bloody anti-Tamil ri- 
ots at the end of July to 
hold no more talks with 
Sri Lankan President 
J.R. Jayewardene's Gov- 
ernment, but Mrs Gan- 
dhi's intervention to set- 
tle the Sri Lankan Tamil 
problem has made "a ma- 
terial change," Mr 
Amirthalingam said. 


The Tamil leader also 
said Indian army inter- 
vention in Sri Lanka 
"might be the only solu- 
tion if the dark days" of 
anti-Tamil atrocities re- 
turn to the island. "What 
is wrong if India did so 
under such circum- 
stances, and how else can 
it save the life and prop- 
erty of its people settled 
there?" he asked. 


No such drastic step as 
Indian military interven- 
tion is needed at present, 
Mr Amirthalingam said, 
because the situation in 
Sri Lanka is now better. 
An estimated 370 people, 
nearly 90 per cent Tam- 
ils, were killed in ethnic 
rioting on the island last 
month, and 18,000 houses 
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were reported destroyed. 

Even as Mr Amirtha- 
lingam met the Prime 
Minister in New Delhi, 
her Congress Party sup- 
porters battled Indian 
Tamil militants at Ma- 
dras who tried to burn ef- 
figies or pictures of Mrs 
Gandhi to protest alleged 
inaction to save Sri Lan- 
kan Tamils. 


Fanatics 


Madras police said 
they detained 37 workers 
of a Tamil opposition 
party attempting to burn 
Gandhi pictures at a Ma- 
dras post office. Bands of 
Congress and opposition 
party workers hurled 
rocks and slippers at 
‘each other. 

Mr Amirthalingam 
met for 90 minutes with 
Mrs Gandhi and Exter- 
nal Affairs Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao and an- 
other talk was set for to- 
morrow. At the next ses- 


Lankan crisis 
spreads to Down 


Under 


From PUTRA LAXANA 


Alternative 
to a free 
Tamil State? 


sion, the Tamil leader 
said, they will go into spe- 
cific proposals for a re- 
sumed dialogue with the 
Sinhalese-dominated Sri 
Lankan Government. 


Mrs Gandhi has assert- 
ed a special role for India 
in achieving Tamil-Sin- 
halese reconciliation in 
Sri Lanka. Reporting to 
Parliament last week on 
telephone talks with 
President Jayewardene 
and mectings here with 
his brother and special 
emissary, H.W. Jayewar- 
dene, she said they have 
accepted Indian good of- 
fices toward a settlement 
on the basis of a unified, 
rather than partitioned, 
Sri Lanka. 

Mr Amirthalingam 


MELBOURNE, Mon. 
The Sri Lankan crisis is 
spilling over to Australia 
and threatening the frag- 
ile harmony among mi- 
grants from the riot-torn 
island. 

Both Sinhalese and 
Tamil community lead- 
ers say the events in Sri 
Lanka have wrought di- 
vision among friends 
and, in some cases even 
within families. 


said his TULF party has 
lost confidence in the Sri 
Lankan Government be- 
cause during past negoti- 
ations, including 20 meet- 


ings between himself and 


the President from Au- 
gust 1981 to September 
1982, the Government 
“agreed to do a number of 
things which were never 
implemented." 

He debunked Mr 
Jayewardene's state- 
ments that the Sinhalese 
riots werc instigated by 
leftist parties and Com- 
munist countries. This 
was an attempt to cover 
up the role of Sinhalese 
fanatics actively aided 
by some army units, Mr 
Amirthalingam said. . 

The Sinhalese "reign of 


Despite calls for pas- 
sions to be tempered, 
there is growing evi- 
dence of considerable bit- 
terness between the two 
communities. Protests 
and mass meetings have 
been held in all Austra- 
lian capital cities. 

Some community lead- 
ers have complained of 
nuisance calls. 

Although no recent fig- 
ures are available, the 
number of Sri Lankans in 


terror" actually began in 
June, he said, and ma- 
rauding Sinhalese sol- 
diers have razed 15 Hin- 
du temples at 
Trincomalee, north-east- 
ern Sri Lanka, during the 
past three. months. The 
Government has por- 
trayed the recent rioting 
as reprisal for the July 23 
ambush slaying of 13 
army soldiers by Tamil 
terrorists at Jaffna. 

Mr Amirthalingam 
said to ensure his securi- 
ty, he changed cars three 
times on the 400 km. 
drive from Jaffna to Co- 
lombo to catch the plane 
to India on Saturday, and 
that his seat was booked 
under an assumed name 

AP. 


Australia are between 
70,000 and 100,000 per- 
haps the largest number 
living outside the island 

They are a very dis- 
tressed community and 
are concerned about the 
welfare of relatives in Sri 


Lanka. Since the first . 
news of the violence, im- | 


migration officials have 


handed out more than 800 ' 


sponsorship application 
forms to Sri Lankans in 
Australia. 


Sri Lanka is not a paradise at the moment, 
but an island of misery. How did this land: 
come to suffer such a disaster? 

‚ From the beginning of its recorded 
history of almost 2,500 years, the island has 
been inhabited by two major races. The 
Sinhalese, who are mostly Buddhists, came 
from the north of India and settled pre- 
dominantly in the south, west and centre of 
the island. The Tamils, mostly Hindus, 
&ame from south India and settled in the 
north and east. 

Before the arrival of the Portuguese in 
the 16th century, the Sinhalese had their 
‘kingdom and the Tamils had theirs. At 
times there have been wars between the 
two groups, and there have been invasions 
of the Sinhalese kingdom by the Tamil 
kings of south India. This fact of history 
has left deep fears in the minds of the 
Sinhalese. 

"Through the centuries, the two groups 
kept to their own languages and their own 
cultures, their own laws and their own 
religions and even more or less to their 
‘own regions, till the arrival of the colonial 
powers. Even then, the Portuguese and 
Dutch administered the two regions separ- 
ately. In 1833. however, the British, who 
had arrived some years before, imposed a 
unified administration, acting on the re- 
commendations of the Colebrook Commis- 
sion. Even at the time, there were scrious 
questions about the wisdom of such a 
move. 

When independence was granted in 
1948, the Sinhalese resented what they saw 


as Tamil domination. The north and east of * 


the island, the traditional homeland of the 
Tamils, is dry and infertile by comparison 
with the Sinhalese areas, and hardly any 
industry exists there. Yet the Tamils, 
„especially in the north, had an advantage 
over the Sinhalese in education because of 
the fine schools the Christian missionaries 
built. Hence, immediately before and after 
independence, Tamils controlled a con- 
siderable percentage of the island's trade, 
and were employed to a disproportionate 
extent in the service sector, although they ` 
form less than 3:5 million of the island's 15 
million population. 

The Sinhalese proceeded to strike a 
series of blows against the Tamils. In 1956 
an act was passed that made Sinhala the 
only official language, reducing about 25 
per cent of the island's Tamil-speaking 
population to illiteracy. Promotions and 
increments of salary were to be considered 
only if the person concerned had passed 
the Sinhala proficiency exams conducted 
.by government departments. This applied 
even to Tamil government servants work- 
ing in Tamil areas. All government circu- 
lars and government correspondence, even 
.to village farmers, were to be written in 
Sinhala. It was said that Tamil translations 
would be added to the circulars and letters, 
but in practice this was never done. Shor- 
tage of Tamil typists was given as the 
reason. 

. The present government, led by J. R. 
Jayawardene, was elected in 1977. Soon 
afterwards it brought in a new constitution 
in which Tamil is accepted as a national 
language together with Sinhala. But in 
day-to-day life this means nothing: all 





Paradise lost 
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By a correspondent from Sri Lanka 


Deep resentments simmering beneath the surface have erupted into violence and 
bloodshed throughout the island of Sri Lanka. Below, a Tamil priest explains the 
point of view of his beleaguered community. 


government correspondence is still carried 
on only in Sinhala, and constant protest 
about this has brought no response. 

The previous government, led by Mrs 
Bandaranaike, had moved to cut down 
Tamil advantages in education. It was 
argued that Tamils were gaining a dispro- 
portionate share of university places. So, in 
the early seventies, a new selection policy 
called "standardisation" was introduced. 
In effect this meant that. for example. a 
Tamil student had to get 250 marks out of a 
possible 400 marks whereas a Sinhalese 
student only had to receive 228 marks. This 
reduced the intake of Tamil students dras- 
ticaly. — , 

The present government has followed 
another! policy: “‘area-wise standardisa- 
tion". Under this system, a certain percen- 
tagc of university places were set aside for 
areas considered to be educationally back- 
ward. These included some Tamil districts, 
but on the whole the arrangement again 
favoured the Sinhalese. and the overall 
intake of Tamil students to the university 
was further reduced. 

Such measures led to a drastic reduction 
in job opportunities for Tamils in the 
government sector, semi-government cor- 
porations, and especially in the security 
forces. It meant that often not even 2 per 
cent of vacancies were filled by Tamils. In 
the security forces, the intake of Tamils 
was invariably zero, which was to have a 
major impact in the present and past 
Sinhala violence. 

Meanwhile, there was a lack of industrial 
development in the Tamil areas. Only 
three major industries were started in the 
early fifties. Since then no government can 
claim that they have started any industry in 
the north or east. The result was a very 
large number of educated but unemployed 
young people in the north and cast, full of 
resentment. 


Under pressure 


The Sinhalese have also been colonising 
part of the traditional Tamil homelands. 
Everytime, since independence, that there 
has been racial conflict, the Tamils living in 
these areas have been beaten up, killed, 
their houses looted and property taken 
over by Sinhalese. It is estimated that 
about 2,000 square miles of traditional 
Tamil homeland has now been colonised 
by the Sinhalese in the eastern province of 
Sri Lanka, and where there were no Sin- 
halese constituencies at the time of 
independence, there are now two. Areas 


which underwent state-aided colonisation 
schemes аге Amparai, Kanthali, Pavatku- 
lam, Trincomalee and Seruvela. Past years 
have also seen plenty of violence and 
bloodshed in the coastal areas, as Sinhalex 
fishermen have migrated to the north anc 
east, displacing the indigenous Tami 
fishermen from their homes and fishin; 
areas. 

Particular pressure has been exerted b 
the Sinhalese on the Tamils who live on th 
plantations in the centre of the island. Th 
British originally brought in nearly a mi 
lion of them from south India ta work o 
the tea and rubber estates, thus almo 
doubling the Tamil population of th 
time. When the United National Par 
came to power after independence — th 
same party that rules the island now — o 
of the first things it did was to disenfranc 
ise the Tamils who had lived and work: 
on the estates for more than 100 vears. 
the first independent parliament. the 
plantation Tamils had seven elected mem- 
bers to represent them. and were able to 
ipTutnce the elections in another 15 
constituencies. Once they had lost the 
citizenship and voting rites that the other 
Tamils continued to enjoy. they were 
unable to have any representation till 1977. 
Then they had one elected representative 
in parliament. This lack of political power 
led to great social and economic oppres- 
sion. though they earned the highest for- 
eign exchange for the country. This group 
has the least medical and educational 
facilities, which in turn has led to them 
having the highest infant mortality rate and 
the highest illiteracy rate in the country. 

Worse was to follow for them. In 1964 
and 1974, two agreements were reached 
between the Sri Lankan and the Indian 
governments. without consultation. with 








the estate Tamils were t, he repatriated to 
India. а tend which cal, tho вратат 
or great-grandfathers had seen. In fact 
about 300.000 people have alicady been 
sent back to India. It is heart-rending to 
see the anguish of these people as they live. 
Even families have sometimes been di- 
vided up in the process of repatriation. 

As Tamil resentment increased, demon- 
strations of non-violent opposition such as 
hunger-strikes. picketing and protest mar- 
ches were organised in Tamil areas by the 
Tamil political parties. Invariably these 
were ruthlessly put down by the security 
forces. In order to facilitate the operations 
of the security forces, various army, navy 
and air force camps were built in the Tamil 
areas, which seemed more and more to the 





inhabitants like an occupied territory. The 
Tamil population daily suffered insults, 
intimidation, humiliation, beatings, torture 
and at times even death at the hands of the 


security forces, who felt that they were: 


there to put down Tamil nationalism and 
behaved accordingly: In order to facilitate 


the functioning of the security forces, ` 


intelligence gathering units were set up 
along with torture chambers. Never has a 
member of the military or the police been 
punished for any complaints made. 

Amnesty International and the Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists have very 
strongly condemned the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act, the inhuman torture: of 
suspécts and the general policies of the 
Sinhala governments towards the Tamils. 
Various acts were pushed through Parlia- 
ment which took away the basic rights of 
an ordinary Tamil citizen before the law. 
Anyone suspected of being a terrorist cán 
be kept in remand for up to 18 months 
without being brought in front of a magis- 
trate and without his relatives being told 
where he is, while confessions made under 
lorture are acceptable in court. Anyone 
knowing the whereabouts of a suspected 
person and not informing the security 
forces is liable to be sent to prison for five 
years. Harbouring a wanted person carries 
a sentence of 20 years. 

In the recent violence against Tamils, at 
least 60 prisoners in the remand prison 
along with a few convicted prisoners were 
brutally massacred. 


In. the immediate post-independence 


period, Tamils started agitating for a feder- 


al constitution, which would have guaran- 
teed their territoria] homogeneity, and 
their identity and equality of status as 
citizens. But every time a solution was 
about to be reached between the Tamil 
leaders and the ruling party. the Sinhala 


opposition parties opposed it on the - 


ground that too much was being given 
away to the Tamils. In 1957 it was the 
President of the country today, Mr 
Jayawardene, who led a protest march 
along with Buddhist monks and prevented 
the then Prime Minister, Mr S. W. R. 
Bandaranaike, from setting up regional 
councils which would have given the 
Tamils a certain autonomy. A little while 


later, Ceylon burst into major violence. 


against the Tamils. If that agreement had 
been carried out, Sri Lanka would not be 
facing this national problem today. 


Splitting apart- 


The Tamil people have now come to feel 


that they need an independent state of : 


their own for their protection and self- 
development. They want to regain the 
independence that they lost to the colonial 
powers in the 16th century, and win the 
‘ight of self-determination as an entirely 
separate national group. All the major 


Tamil parties formed themselves into а. 


iheration group in 1975, and asked for a 
nandate from the Tamil people at the 1977 
‚спега! elections to set up an independent 
Tamil state called Tamil Eelam. They 
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received. overwhelming backing in the 
Tamil-speaking areas, especially in the 
north. 

During this period, young militants 
started organising themselves into a group 
of freedom fighters called the Tamil Ti- 
gers. Tamil politicians who cooperated 
with the Sinhala governments were singled 
out and shot dead. Military and police 
personnel were killed. Finally, the Tigers 
succeeded in getting the people of the 
north to boycott the last local elections. 

According to the reports, the event that 
sparked off the recent violence was the 
'raping of three Tamil girls from a village in 
the north by army personnel. One of the 
girls is supposed to have’ committed 
suicide."The Tigers in turn bombed an 
army truck and killed all the 13 soldiers 
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shifted to the 


began pouring in. 


the danger of. outside, 


lastly, the 


election advantage. 


EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK 


travelling in и. The island. burst into 
violence — "looting, arson, raping and 
killing.” All the victims were Tamils. 
Though the government claims that. only 
some 300 people have died, unofficial 
reports: indicate that the total death toll 
could be much higher. 

The government allowed the violence to 
continue for almost a week before it took 
serious action to stop it. First it blamed the 
Tamil movement for independence as the 
cause, then it blamed foreign powers plot- 
ting to overthrow the government and in 
the process expelled the senior diplomat of 
the Vatican, who had been living in the 


island for more than five years. Now it is 


blaming the leftist parties and arresting all 
the important men in them. 





LUST D s Ul ELTE D 


Beyond Sri Lanka Crisis 


ERCEPTIBLY the Sri Lanka issue has 
second phase. 
shock at.the carnage and devastation per- 
petrated upon the Tamil minority popu- 
lation has not been dulled: rather it has 
been intensified as more substantive reports 


The 


It was a difficult week for the Govern- 
ment. However, after the initial confusion, 
it could work out a tentative approach 
which has three ingredients in it: first, the 
human rights angle — the slaughter, at 
places cold-bloodedly perpetrated on a 
minority; second, the foreign policy-cum- 
defence angle — Sri Lanka being a frien- 

. dly neighbour, India chairing NAM, and 
specifically US 
intrusion in view ofthe : known proclivities 
ef the Jayawardene Administration, there- 
by threatning to turn the Indian Ocean 
into а rcgion of imminent threat to our 
seeurity, instead of a zone of peace; and 
domestic dimension — the 
spontaneous upsurge of anguish and soli- 
darity with the people of common origin 
being in dire distress, and the danger of 
the exploitation of this upsurge by interes- 
ted political elements forthe purpose of 


The restrained but forthright response 
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to the Sri Lanka crisis as worked out im- 
mediately after Foreign Minister Nara- 
simha Rao’s air-dash to Colombo scetched 
the adventurist move that the Sri Lanka 
Government made by way of approaehing 
: — albeit at the informal level initially — 
for military assistance from four powers 
on the plea of its own armed forces having 
turned into disarray. Whatever might have 
been the fretting and fuming by President 
Jayawardene in his interview to BBC or 
the reports of his being pushed about by 
hardliners within his. regime, the Indian 
warning, however politely presented, led 
him to despatch his trusted brother, Harry 
Jayawardene as his special envoy to New 
Delhi. | 

The protracted rounds of talks that the 
Sri Lanka President's special envoy had at 
New Delhi — with constant hot-line con- 


sultations with Colombo — helped te 
make him aware that, firstly, India is 
anxious, in its own national interest, to see 


that the integrity of the friendly neighbour 
is maintained; secondly, ` India has the 
right and responsibility of asking for and 
ensuring the security and well-being of the 
Tamil minority population not only by 
virtue of its Indian origin (which the do- 
minant Sinhalese majority also happens to 


to claim) but also because of the historici 
precedent by which successive Sri. Lanka 
Governments in the past had discussed 
about the settlement. ofthe issue with 
India, acknowledging in practice the latter's 
special position and responsibility over it 
and thereby the legitimacy of the Indian 
offer of good offices to help in the negotia- 
tion between the Tamils in Sri Lanka and 
the Government in Colombo; and thirdly, 
the assurance from New Delhi was cate- 
goric that no intervention, official or non- 
official, would be permitted to set out 
from this country, as the problem with all 
its complexities, is essentially an internal 
matter for Colombo to sort out. As part 
of the good offices, Indira Gandhi made it 
clear tothe Sri Lanka President that his 
original offer to the Tamils could hardly 
bethe basis of any future negotiations 
particularly after their bloody experience 
of the July pogrom. 


"Tus situation’ as- it. emerged after the 
special Envoy's return and the response 
from Colombo enabled the Tamil United 
Liberation Front leader Amrithalingam to 


come to New Delhi. The very fact of his 
openly coming to meet the Government 
and political leaders in India — a trip 
which he could undertake obviously with 
the knowledge and consent of the Jayawar- 
dene Administration indicates the 
acceptance by Colombo of New Delhi's 
special role to act as the bridge between 
itself and its Tamil minority population. 
Amrithalingam's sober understanding of 


. the balance of forces both inside and out- 


side Sri Lanka has strengthened the pro- 
spects of India's mediatory role in the 
island republic. It is New Delhi alone 
which can persuade TULF leadership to 
withdraw its separate state demand, but 
this leverage can be used by New Delhi 
only if it is satisfied that the just aspirations 
of the Tamil population and their secu- 
rity -— perhaps through the establishment 
of autenomy within the framework of a 
federal set-up—-are duly and formally gua- 
ranteed by the Sri Lankan Government, 
Once this is clear, after getting the appro- 
priate response from the Sri Lanka Admin- 
istration can Indira Gandhi send her special 
emissary Who will be virtually invested 
with the responsibility not only to act as 
the exchange-point between Colombo and 
the Tamil leadership, specifically TULF, 


but to work out the details of a possible 
settlement. 

With this perspective in hand, it has 
been possible for Indira Gandhi not only 
to enlist the support of Parliament for. her 
policy and action but also to defuse the 
mounting tension in the country, parti- 


cularly the Tamil Nadu. This could be 
discerned from the fact that although 


passions ran high in the Parliament debat- 
ing the issue, the Treasury Benches could 
not be accused of a weak-kneed stand as 
some of the hot-heads had originally com- 
plained. 

The Sri Lanka crisis, as it stands today, 
has still along way to go. The carbuncle 
has burst, but it will take a long time to 
heal, since it is not just an ordinary E 
to be cured with one- go incision. And fi 
it to be totally cured, New Delhi will ae = 
a prolonged role to play — with сігёит- 
spection, firmness and diligence. 


August 17. МС. 
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Jayewardene: unsatisfactory measures 


Most astonishing of all was the manner 
in which President Jayewardenc reacted to 
the violence. For a leader who does not want 
his country to break into two, the president 

was singularly chary of identifying. and 


‘condemning -the very forces that were 
pushing the Tamils into a corner and the 
country into disintegration. Almost as 
though he were a Nero fiddling while his 
Rome burnt, Jayewardene went on the air 
only four days after the carnage exploded 
with a speech unique in its rationalisatiqn of 
lumpen frenzy: i 

With not a word of sympatliy for the 
terrorised Tamiis, who had never before 
been set upon with such ferocity in the Sin- 
hala heártland, the president said that "the 
time has come to accede to the clamour and 
the national respect of the Sinhala people" 
by outlawing the Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF), the Tamils’ only legitimate 
political party in Parliament and the largest 
opposition group with 16 мр in a hou: se of 
168 where the ruling UNP has 139 seats; 

In fact, only after the violence had 
abated by August 8 did Jayewardene admit 
to western correspondents that the news of 
army atrocities in Jaffna two wecks before 
the ambush and killing of 13 soldiers on July 
23 had been "deliberately" withheld from 
him, “Discipline is a problem in the army," 
admitted Jayewardene blandly. 

At one stroke, instead of firmly taking 
things in hand, Jayewardene had chosen the 
path of appeasing Sinhala sentiment. “I 
cannot see, and my government cannot see,“ 
he said, "any other way by which we can ap- 
pease the natural desire and request of the 
Sinhala people." 


Hardline Threat: None of 
these manoeuvres, which later 
events have proved to be red 
herrings, deflected from the un- 
palatable fact that the president was facing a 
strong threat from hardliners within his 
" government, and that the violence had been 
encouraged by these clements as a means of 
scaring the Tamils. What Jayewardene did 
not bargain for was a combination of jumpy 
and rebellious troops and a shadowy group 
of Sinhala Buddhist fanatics, led by militant 
bhikkhus (monks) of the Eksath Bhikkhu 








Peramuna, which first cameinto prominence 
in 1956 

Currently, Javewardene. 
facing sustained opposition 


who 15 76. 15 
from 


take the president's place. The groups: 
b> The security group, with close links with 
the armed forces and staunchly anti-Tamil, 


“led by Cabinet Secretary G.V.P. Sumara- 


singhe, Presidential Secretary, W.M.P. Medi- 
kdiwela. and Defence: Secretaries Colonel 
С.А. Dharmapala and General S. Attvgalle; 


diffe- 
rent power groups in the Government, all: 
jockeying for the first position in the race to 


œ The party caucus, 


; key role 


led by Industry ` 


Minister Cyril Mathew, à mili- 
tant Buddhist zealot. UNP Chair- 
man N.G.P. Panditharatne, mi- 


who .controls a large vouth 
cadre, and охь Secretary 
Harsha Abeywardena ; 

> The prime minister's cabal, 
led by Prime Minister Rana- 
singhe Premadasa. Although 
Premadasa belongs to the lowly Hinna caste. 
his acumen and manoeuvrability have-made 
him a frontrunner in the succession sweep- 
stakes; 

> The Gamini Dissanayake faction, led 
by the young minister for lands. land deve- 
lopment and the Mahaweli Project. Dissa- 
nayake has emerged as Jayewardene’s pro- 
tege after the death of heir-apparent and 
tycoon Upali Wijewardene in an air crash 
earlier this year; 

> The Ananda Tissa de Alwis faction, led 
by the unprepossessing information minis- 
ter. De Alwis may Беа stopgap arrangement 
if a leadership vacuum arises after Jayewar- 
dene. 

Sources say that industries Minister 
Mathew, who also controls the powerful 
labour union Jathika Sevaka Sangha maya. 

was directly responsible for pinpointing Ta- 
mil-owned shops and factories to be de- 
stroyed. In Parliament on August 4, during 
the debate on the Sixth Amendment to the 
Sri Lanka Constitution, which has effective- 
ly banned the TULF on the grounds that it ad- 
vocates separatism, Mathew defended. the 
violence by saying: "The Sinhala were fru- 
strated for years, they were discriminated 
(against). If the Sinhala is the majorily race, 
why can't they be the majority?" Mathew is 
also the leader of the island's backward Va- 
humpura community. which comprises over 
a third of the population and has been at a di- 
sadvantage traditionally vis-à-vis the Tamils 
in yobs and business. 
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Parthasaratai und Jayevardene: low-key diplomacy 


DIPLOMACY 


і Soothing Touc 


GOPALASWAMI 
Parthasarathi is 
the antithesis ol 
the aggressive dip- 
aic lomat Quiet. and 
soft-spoken, he shuns publicity like the pla- 
pue His week-long visit to trouble-torn Sri 
Lanka as Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 
special envoy. last fortnight, left few people 
any the wiser about what he had actually 
achieved. Apart [rom meeting scores of Sin- 
hala and Тат icaders in Colombo, he met 
President Junius Richard Jayewardene 
thrice. There were no photographers around 
to record the event. No reporter could claim 
to know what exactly transpired between the 
quiet dip,oreat and the harassed President 
Phere was very little coverage of this delicate 
mission in the Sri Lanka press 
Parthasarathi's low-key mission. has, 
however, achieved more than is generally be- 
leved. It was due to Parthasaratht’s persua- 
мус powers that Jayewardene agreed to let 
Appapiitu Amirthalingam, secretary gene- 
rat of the Tamil United Liberation Front 
ure) return to Colombo from India to be 
present during the negotiations, HC was alse 
his efforts that convinced the Sri Lankan 
President to meet Amirthalingam for talks 
Amirthalinzanr's offeial residence had been 
burnt during the anti-Tamil nets in July. 
When Mrs Gandhi called him for talks, he 








had to travel under his father's name and 
change cars three times on the journey from 
Jattna to Colombo. 

Jayewardene's claim that India had no 
role to play notwithstanding. India’s offer of 
good offices has helped him. He was under 
tremendous pressure from the hawks in his 
cabinet like Premadasa, Cyril Mathew and 
Ronnic de Mel as well as the Buddhist 
monks who play a key role in the island's 
political life not to give in to Tamil pressu- 
res? Mrs Gandhi's- curt announcement that 
India could not just sit and watch what was 
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happening in Sri Lanka promptly cooled the 
militancy of Sinhala chauvinisis. Those who 
openly incited their Sinhala compatriots to 
attack Tamils and their properties have since 
realised that they could no Jonger get away 
with it. Even though Sri Lankans resented 
Mrs Gandhi's curt statement, it had the desi- 
red efect: Tamil-bashing came promptly to 
a halt. 

Cooling Tune: Mrs Gandhi's phone 
calls to Jayewardene. the President's. bro- 
ther's subsequent visit to New Delhi and 
Parthasarathi's visit thereafter bought more 
ume for Jayewardene to cool the emotional- 
ly surcharged atmosphere. Even though he 
wished to do something for the Tamuls, he 
could not do so without annoying the ambi- 
tious hawksin hiscabinet, the monks and the 
Sinhala chauvinists at large. While he told 
Parthasarathi that he must carry the Sinhala 
majority with him to do whatever he could 
for the Tamils, he argued with his colleagues 
that ап anti-Tamil stance could Баги the 
country in the long run. While India weuid 
think twice before sending in any troops to 
rescue the Tamils, she would certainly not sit 
idle and watch the unpleasant proceedings in 
Sri Lanka. 

Meanwhile, the special envoy' s presence 
in Colombo helped to bring together the fas- 
tion-ridden Tamil community in the island 
Amirthalingam had been under pressure 
from Eelam Tigers since the 198] riots and 
his moderate policies have come under heavy 
attack. 5. Thondaman. leader of the Ceyloa 
Workers’ Congress and minister in sayewar- 
dene's Government, has rarely identified 
himself with the cause of the Jaffna Tamils. 
The July riots had badly hit the Kandy Ta- 
mils his stronghold. - and he has since rea- 
lised that if Jaffna Tamils were to be attac- 
ked. the Kandy Tamils would not be safe ci- 
ther. Jayewardene won the 1977 election 
with Thondaman's backing. Thoadaman 
has now come out openly against the anti- 
Tamil atrocities and is ready to quit jayewar- 
dene's Government, should it help the Ta- 
mils. 

Even though Amirthalingam has been 
saying that his mandate is for a separate state 
for Tamils, India's offer of good offices has 
given him an opportunity to persuade the 
Tamils ho have since rathed round 
him —to wait for results of the negotiations. 
INDIA TODAY understands that instead of an 
independent Tamil nation, the TULF 18 willing 
tosettle for a separate state within Sri Lan! a, 
comprising Jaffna and Trincomuice, wil 
the Tamils wish to administer. themselves 
Jayewardene has offered tq рус moare 
powers to the District Development Coun- 
ciis (LDC's). But tis is not good enough for 
the Tamils (see box) 

Thus is where the matter resis ai the tio- 
ment. Parthasarathi's second visu is 1 уо 
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take place later this month or early October. 
By then Amirthalingam will have returned 
from Europe where he went last fortnight to 
gather support for the Tamil cause. Both 
sides have loosened their still postures of last 
July. They have begun to talk. Jayewardene 
will now try to consult his cabinet colleagues. 
opposition leaders and Buddhist monks to 
determine how far he can possibly afford to. 


, SRI LANKA 


Tough Talk. 


PECIAL envoy G. Parthasarathi's 
mission to the troubled island 
republic of Sri Lanka concluded on 
a low key last month. His eight-day essay 
in "quiet. diplomacy" that seemed so 
characteristic to his temperament, was 
conducted in an atmosphere of great cau- 
tion. Predictably. no revolutionary 


achievements resulted from his visit, but. 


the communiquo issued by the Sri 
Lankan Government contained one . 
signiticant promise: President Jaye- 
wardene had informed Mrs Gandhi's 
emissary that his government inten- 
ded to “implement fully” the District 
Development Council (bbc) scheme 
that would give each district of the 
country "a measure of autonomy". 

The Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF) had indeed complained 
lor the past two years that the ppc 
project a modest exercise in devo- 
lution --was not being properly 
implemented, with the result that the dis- 
tricts were allowed only token antonomy. 
But while the communique's usage of the 
word "fully" might have met that parti- 
cular TULF criticism, it was strikingly ob- 
vious that the Government had no intent- 
ion to carry devolution to further lengths. 
It was also clear that whatever power 
the Central Government vested in the 
DDC's, the project was to be only an admi- 
nistrative experiment and a political re- 
sponse to the long-standing Tamil 
demand for a greater say in running re- 
gional affairs. 

Jayewardene's government would 
obviously do nothing to alienate the ma- 
jority Sinhala- Buddhist sentiment. Plain- 
ly. this is the promise of the present poli- 
cy. and it accounts for the rapid toughe- 
ning official stance. The Government's in- 
sistence that the TULF must publicly re- 
nounce separausm before bilateral di- 
scussions reflects the dominant mood 
of the ruling United National Party 
(UIP). а 

Growing Animosity: While opinions 


dilfcr as to the role India can play, the gene- * 
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go in. offering concessions to the Tamils 
India hopes that 1ULF leaders, even if they 
are not associated. with the talks to begin 
with, will come to the negotiating table at a 
later stage. 
However. whole exercise 


the may 


take several months and Parthasarathi's next 
visit may not be the last. Mrs Gandhi is 
conscious of the criticism in Sri Lanka. At 


ral feeling is negative. The UNP bclieves 
that India has no role at all, and regards 
any active diplomacy or high visibility on 
its powerful neighbour's part as ncedless- 
ly overbearing and perhaps even covertly 
interventionist. Former prime minister 
and leader of the Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party (strep) Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
however, favours "a limited role". She 
says: "Wecan use Mrs Gandhi's good of- 
fices. India has a stake in settling this pro- 
blem because of the presence of hundreds 
of thousands of persons of Indian origin 





Bandaranaike (left) and Finance Minister 
De Mel: heated exchanges 


and the strong feeling in Tamil Nadu." 
On the other hand. the average Sinhalese 
sees India through the prism of thc Tamil 
issue, the separatist demand and a trou- 
bled history that has nourished atavistic 
fear of Indian domination. 

The Sri Lankan press faithfully re- 
flects these animosities and anxicties. One 
commentator saw fit to put what he called 
"Indira Doctrine" on par with those 
put forth. on. Monroe and Brezhnev. 
Another irate columnist inquired whe- 
ther the implication of the Indian Ocean 
peace zone proposal will reduce the ocean 
to “an Indian lake", Armchair strategists 
join the holy war, while the Sinhalese 
press celebrates Nedumaran’s abortive 
sacrificial crusade from Tamil Nadu's 
shores as a Dunkirk in reverse. 

With a capricious monsoon has 
come a daily downpour of diatribes on 
past Indian military action in Goa, 
Sikkim and the erstwhile East Pakistan. 
Bangladesh's complaints about the 
barbed wire "wall" and Pakistani pro- 
tests. are. given full display. Transport 
Minister Niohammed, on a visit to Saudi 


the same time she realises that the angry 
Sinhalese and the bitter Tamils need a gentle 
third party who can soothe their ruffled fer- 
lings and persuade them to live in peace. 
Centuries old bitterness will hardly dissolve 
in a matter of days. However, New Delhi is 
hoping for an amicable solution by the end 
of the year. 

~ 5. VENKAT NARAYAN 





Arabia, reports that King Fahd frowns ^' 

on "interference in Sri Lanka's internal 

affairs". Malaysian Prime Minister R. 

Mahathir Mohammed reassures H.W. 

Jayewardene that Malaysia is strictly 

committed to “non-interference”. 

But the attitude to Tamil demands 
has been surprisingly divided, Heated ex- 
changes between the sLFP and the UNP 
threatened to erupt just when influential 
sections of the Sinhala-Buddhist esta- 
blishment were calling for a “Sinhala 
consensus". Sympathising with the 

TULF's predicament, Bandaranaike 

was quoted as having said in an Indian 

daily that the Government should 

offer the Tamils a package of concess- | 
ions. The former premier told INDIA 
TODAY that though she had. not used 
the word "package", she did make a | 
case for an acceptable alternative 
before the TULF publicly disavowed | 
"Eelam". In short, she thought the 
UNP's non-negotiable pre-condition 
eliminated all possibilities for discuss- 
ion and compromise. TULF leader Ap- 
papillai Amirthalingam, who met 

Banddranaike, told her that “а separate 

state is our mandate and we cannot ask a | 

party convention 10 reverse that unless we 

can tell our people that the Government 

has made us a serious offer of alternati- 

ves", Says Bandaranaike: "I considered | 

that position quite understandable." 

The reaction to this from the UNP 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





was unambiguous. Said an angry Ronnie 
De Mel, finance minister, at a mass rally: 
"Mrs Bandaranaike asks how the TULF 
leaders сап renounce separatism in 
Colombo and go back to their electorates 
in the north, I wish to know from her how 
a government can hold talks witha sepa- 
ratist party and then face the Sinhalese.” 
While publicly all politica! and re- 
ligious leaders talk of unity. the term 
"Sinhala-Buddhist" has: re-entered the 
vocabulary of political discussion, Highly 
respected monks remind the people that 
the Buddha preached tolerance, ra- 
tionalisrn ‘and non-violence. Yet voci- 
ferous defenders of the faith carry on, 
blithely impervious to the irony that they 
speak in the name of the greatest Indian 

who ever lived. 
-~MERVYN DE SILVA in Colombo 
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Sri Lanka: Island of terror 


By Henry Stanhope, Diplomatic Correspondent 


The violence engulfing Sri 
Lanka is being described as the 
worst for a quarter of a century 
and could lead to fundamental 
changes іп the country’s 
constitution. 

The Tamils with their own 
religion and language represent 
a small minority of 12.5 per 
cent out of the population of 
some 15 million ruled by the 
overwhelming Sinhalese 
majority. 

Despite their minority status 
the Tamils for years held top 
jobs in business and administ- 
ration under the British, jobs 
they have mostly since lost 
under Sinhalese rule. The cause 
of the present violence must 
therefore be seen in part 
economic terms. 

Tamils come from south 
India here there are about 30 
million of them: but they also 
live throughout the Far East 
and Africa. 

Most are Hindus, althouth 
there are also Christian and 
Muslim Tamils. In Sri Lanka, 
Tamil men and women dress 
differently from the Buddhist 
Sinhalese, the women in the 
long bright saris of southern 
India instead of the blouse and 


short sari the 
Sinhalese. . 

More than half of those in Sri 
Lanka are known as Ceylon 
Tamils who have been there as 
long as the Sinhalese themselves 
and who inhabit largely the 
north and east of the island with 
Jaffna, centre of much of the 
present trouble, as their unof- 
ficial capital. 

The others are Indian Tamils, 
poor workers imported from the 
sub-continent by the British in 
the days of empire, to work on 
the tea estates up country. Large 
numbers of these have fled to 
their Indian homelands іп 
recent years, according to 
London sources. 

These mostly involved in the 
present troubles are the Ceylon 
Tamils, a highly educated, 
superior minority, who feel 
victimized by the Sinhalese. 

Not only are there fewer 
industrial opportunities for 
them in the north but Tamil 
boys have been discriminated 
against in winning places at 
University, according to their 
elders ~ who are bitter in their 
condemnation of President 
Jayewardene. His part іп an 
anti-Tamil march as a young 


worn by 


politician, has not been forgot- 
ten. 

These elders have found 
political expression through the 
Tamil Liberation Front 
(TULF), largest of the oppo- 
Sition parties whose objectives 
is a fair deal for their people and 
more respect for human rights 
by the authorities. Only about 3 
per cent of the armed forces and 
about 6 per cent of those in the 
police are said to be Tamil). 

The growing call for a 
separate Tamil state in the 
north has risen with the Tamil 
Tigers, a well armed, educated 
band of militants who were 
behind last Saturday's attck on 
an army lorry in which 13 
soldiers died. | 

Sporadic attacks on police 
and servicemen since the late 
1970s lay behind emergeny 
legislation under the Anti-Ter- 
rorism Act and to ácousations 
by the Tamils of repressive 
measurs taken against suspects. 

These would seem to have 
been largely upheld by an 
Amnesty International report 
earlier this month, which 
referred to long periods of 
solitary confinement and tor- 
ture. 
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о rioting 


wrecks 20,000 
Tamil businesses 


From Michael Hamlyn, Colombo 


Smoke from hundreds ot 
shops, offices, warehouses and 
homes blew idly over Colombo 
yesterday. Any business, any 
house belonging to, or occupied 
by, a Tamil has been attacked 
by gangs of goondas (hooligans) 
and the resulting destruction 
looks like London after a heavy 
night's attention from the 
Luftwaffe. 

The sharp smell of destruc- 
tion fills the nostrils and the 
roads beneath the feet crunch 
with broken glass. Cars and 
lorries lie at ungainly angles 
across the footways. 

In Pettah, the old commercial 

- heart of the city, row after row 
of sari boutiques, electronic 





6 The sharp smell of 

destruction fills the nos- 
trils and the roads beneath 
the feet crunch with bro- 
ken glass. Cars and lorries 
lie at ungainly angles.9 


El 


dealers. rice sellers, car parts 
stores, lie shattered and scarred. 
The ashes and effluents of racial 
hatred ‘spill far into the road- 
way. 

Last: night, to prevent a 
further recurrence of the three 
nights of mayhem, a curfew was 
enforced with rigorous disci- 
pline. In the town centre every 


street corner was manned with 
steel-helmeted troops. 

Further out, enforcement of 
the curfew was more difficult 
and young  curfew-breakers 
popped across the road and in 
and out of alleyways like 
quicksilver. Those who were 
caught were made to put their 
hands on their heads and spin 
round in circles for five or 10 
minutes until they fell and were 
allowed to stagger off. 

Government officials yester- 
day estimated that 20,000 
businesses had been attacked in 
the city and declared that there 
was a pattern of organization 
and planning in the rioting and 
looting. They also admitted that 
the distyrbances had spread to 
the central hill town of Kandy. 
and to a smaller town closer to 
Colombo called Compole. 

The violence got under way 
late on Sunday after news 
spread of the deaths of 13 
soldiers in a terrorist attack in 
the north. Plans to bury to 

victims in a mass grave in the 
main cemetery of Colombo 
caused a crowd to gather. 

The crowd became hostile. 
The first Tamil shops and 


Premises attacked were near the 
cemetery. 
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The following morning the 
terror reached a peak. Families 
left on their own while their 


menfolk were at work were 


invaded by hostile gangs de- 
manding money.and stealing. 
People who had lived happily 
with their neighbours for years 
and whose only crime was that 
they spoke a different language 
and worshipped a Hindu god 
were suddenly — disposessed. 
Their homes and furnishings 
were burnt and tossed into the 


. Strect. 


The imposition of the curfew 
at 2 pm that day brought a little 
relier but not much. The curfew 
was supposed to be in full effect 
all day on Tuesday but that did 
not prevent further homes and 
businesses suffering. 

By yesterday it seemed that 
the crowd's fury had been 
slaked. The curfew was relaxed 
from 5 am but reimposed at 4 


m. 

According to an announce- 
ment yesterday the curfew will 
be lifted between 5 am and 2 
pm today and tomorrow but on 
Saturday and Sunday it will 
remain in force all day. 

Tamil families have taken 
refuge in six refugee camps 
around the city, mainly ir 
school buildings, where they art 
protected by armed guards. 

Unofficial estimates put th: 
number of dead in three days 
rioting at more than 100. 

One of the principal reason 
for Britain's delay in granting 
independence to its formel 


ee rura: 


6People who had lived 
happily with their neigh- 
bours for years and whose 
only crime was that they 
spoke a different language 
and worshipped a Hindu 
god were suddenly dispos- 
sessed.9 


pss ad 


colony was because of fears that 
the majority would tyrannize 
the minority Tamils. 

But the majority Sinhala 

speakers feel that they are 
threatened by 40 million Tamil 
speakers in India. They feel it is 
their language and their civiliza- 
tion which is under potential 
„attack. 
@ Holidays hit: The Associ- 
ation of British Travel Agents 15 
advising its members 10 post- 
pone package holiday flights to 
Sri Lanka. 
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Shortage of food 
and jobs as 
Sri Lanka hope 
lies in ruins 


From Michael Hamlyn, Colombo (censored) 


The advertisements for 
nvestment in Sri Lanka read 
rather iranically now. “Best bet 
in the Third World", they say. 
Until about a wcck ago it was 
true. The Sri Lanka economy 
"as схрапаіпр at an average 
rate of five per cent - far better 
than the developed countries 
like the United States could 
manage, and secmingly unaffec- 
ted by the oil price crisis. 

There was some internal 
strain: inflation was high, the 
weakness of the monsoon was 
affecting food production and 
the World Bank recently 
encouraged a devaluation of the 
rupee. But in general it was in 
good shape. Unemployment 
had fallen from 25 per cent five 
wears ago to 15 per cent. The 
country was on the point of 
becoming self-sufficient in rice 
2nd there was talk of .it 
becoming altogether  self-suf- 
ficient in food grains. 

According to officials of 
international aid groups there 
was plenty of willingness to help 
with economic aid because 


of the success of President 
J. R. Jayawardcne's. economic 
liberalization policies. 

"One of the reasons was 
hecause the country had such 
£ood economics policies", said 
Sarah Jane Littlefield. the 
director of US aid in Colombo. 
“Employment generation was 
good. They were increasing 
productivity and production.” 

The biggest effect of the inter- 
racial troubles now afflicting the 
sland state is on employment. 
Seventeen factories – big enter- 
prises devoted largely to pro- 
éection of textiles for export - 
been destroyed іп , ће 
Colombo area, costing thou- 
sands of jobs. 

Tamil-owned businesses 
zccount for between 50 and 60 
сет cent of the commercial life 
of the capital and they have 
been destroyed. ~ scientifically. 
extracted from among their 
neighbours and burned. 


ave 


The vast majority of the food . 


distribution network was in 
Tamil hands. The  Pettah 
market. which was the centre of 


the food trade, is today a 
smoking ruin. 

The Secretary of the Minis- 
try, Mr Douglas Liyanage, said 
the ‘government was “very 
worried" about the effect on the 
cconumy. “The damage is so 
extensive”, he said, "and so 
calculated to damage the 
economy that it росѕ` beyond а 
racial conflict." 

But the most immediate 
effect is on the distribution of 
food., The government insists 
that there are adequate food 
stocks in the country, but 
because of the imposition of 
curfew after curfew the entire 
retail ahd wholesale network 
has been thrown out of gear. 

During the non-curfew hours 
huge qucues form at food 
outlets. The Tamil wholesalers 
arc . also, пої surprisingly. 
reluctant to turn up at thc 
harbour and distribution points 
to clear cargocs. 

Already the scarcity of somc 
products has causcd enormous 
profiteering: potatoes, for 
cxample, which were selling 
before the crisis for around 22: 
rupees a kilo (about 65 pence) | 
werc available before the | 
weckend curfew for 75 rupees | 

Ф DELHI: Mrs [пайга 
Gandhi. the Indian 
Minister, referred to disturbing 
developments in India's neigh-' 
bourhood when she opened а! 
landmark mecting of seven; 
South Asian foreign ministers: 
here yesterday (Reuter reports). i 

Without mentioning ethnic 
violence in Sri Lanka by name,. 
she said: "Even às we meet: 
there are disturbing and tragic! 
developments in our neighbour- ; 


^ hood". 


India's policy was not to 
interfere in the affairs of others, 
Mrs Gandhi said, adding: "But 
ours is a troubled region... . It 
would be idle to pretend that we: 
are not affected”. 

Meanwhile. a  40-ycar-ok 
Indian has burnt ; 
death in a village near th: 
Tamil Nadu town of Madurai 
southern India, in ` protes 
against the Sri Lanka killing: 
(AFP reports). 


Prime | 
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SRI LANKA 
FACTORIES 
BURNED 


By IAN WARD 

in Colombo . 
(COMMUNAL violence 
last week іп Sri 


Lanka has cost as many 
as 100,000 jobs, and 17 
major factories меге 
burned to the ground in 
the Colombo region alone, 
according to a government 


survey, ЧИЕ . 
: These were primarily textile 
operations making  ready-to- 


wear garments for export. 
They were labour-intensive, 
and in addition to the large 
workforces made redundant, 
sizeable stocks of clothes 
packed and ready for ship- 


"ment were lost in the fires. 


Several newspapers in 
Colombo yesterday carried not- 
ces from managements of gut- 
ced textile factories informing 
heir employees not to turn up 
‘or work as jobs no longer 
xisted, 

Still, thousands of young 
sinhalese women set out for 
work early yesterday — the first 
day of relatively relaxed curfew 


hours — only 'to find gates - 


locked. There was weeping as 
managerial staff told the girls 
they had no idea if the, factories 
would ever resume operations. 


Foreign investors 


All affected factories in the 
Colombo area — with the excep- 
tion of one — are Tamil owned 
or joint ventures with Tamil 
partners. 

A number of the foreign in- 
vestors have made it known 
that they are not interested in 
injecting further capital, and 
whether or not their business 


ventures in Sri Lanka continue : 


will depend on insurance settle- 
ments. 

Significantly none of the busi- 
ness operations in the govern- 
ment-sponsored " new economic 
zone" near Colombo's inter- 
national airport were attacked 
by the mobs. 

The zone was set up soon 
after President Jayewardene 
came to power in 1977. It is 
based on principles tried and 
tested in Singapore, and was 
established with guiding Singa- 
pore expertise. 

With all indications that the 
spate of violence has run its 
Course, 
what impact the race riots will 
have had on the island's shaky 
economy. 


Five-year setback 


Mr Ronnie de Mel, finance 
minister, estimated that the 
riots had set the national 
economy back by at least three 
to five years. 

Racial unrest certainly ерген 
to the tea plantations and large 
numbers of Indian estate 
workers fled. 


attention is turned to. 
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Despite their less than 
efficient management since 


being nationalised in ‘1972, the 
tea estates still produce two- 
thirds of the country's foreign 
exchange earnings. 

In Colombo itself, the existing 
food marketing process has been 
wrecked. Virtually all the 
capital'S small provisions stores 
were in the hands of the Tamil 
minority. n ` 

Similarly the food distribu- 
tion arrangements were also 
Tamil-contralled, with the sup- 
ply lines of important còmmodi- 
ties like rice, onions and chillies 
all cornered by Tamil business- 
men. \ h T 

Threughout yesterday the 
government broadcast calls for 
experienced wholesalers to 
report to supply centres so that 
Stocks of foodstuffs could be 
moved out. 


[E 
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Sri Lanka's 
Economy 
Is Seriously 
Damaged 
By Strife, 
Analysts 
Say 


By William Claiborne 
Washington Post Service 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — The 
ethnic violence of the past week has 
seriously damaged the economy of 
Sri Lanka, economic analysts say. 

Property damage resulting from 
the conflict between the Sinhalese 
majority and the Tamil minority, 
including a wave of arson and loot- 
ing, is expected to run as high as 
$300 millon. pi 

Moreover, economists say pros- 
pects for increased foreign invest- 
ment, which President Junius R. 
Jayewardene had counted on to im- 
prove an ailing free-market econo- 
my, have diminished as a result of 
the violence. 

“We are very worried,” said 
Douglas Liyanage, secretary of the 
Ministry of State. He called the 
damage "extensive" and said it was 
"calculated to damage the econo- 
my." 
“We have had racial conflicts be- 
fore,” Mr. Liyanage said, “and they 
have not gone this far.” 


In greater Colombo alone, iie 
Tamils, who represent 9 percent of 
the area's population of 1.6 million, 
own a third of the business estab- 
lishments. 

However, half the 4,100 Tamil- 
owned businesses have been de- 
stroyed by fire, and nearly a quar- 

“ter of the 141,400 Tamils living in 
the Coiombo area have been left 
homeless. 

Across Sri Lanka, more than half 
the wholesale and retail trade is 
controlled by the Tamil minority of 
3.5 million. Of the island's total 
population of 15 million, 73 per- 
cent are Sinhalese. 

S.S. Jayawickrama, secretary of 
the Cevlon Chamber of Commerce, 
said the Sinhalese business commu- 
nity would be affected as well be- 
cause many Tamil traders would be 
unable to pav their bills. 

Other Sri Lankan analysts pre- 
dicted that inflation, unofficially at 
a rate of 20 percent. and unemploy- 
ment, now at 14 percent, would 
increase. They also said they ex- 
pected the foreign exchange rate to 
worsen, possibly resulting in depre- 
ciation for the rupee of up to 25 
percent against the dollar. 

Over the long term, foreign in- 
vestment will be damaged the most, 
economists said. | 

. Since 1977, Sri Lanka has aggres- 
sively encouraged foreign invest- 
ment, particularly in exportable, la- 
bor-intensive projects. The aim was 
to generate foreign exchange and 
reduce unemployment. 

Mr. Jayewardene. who six years 
ago rewrote the constitution and 
elevated himself from prime minis- 
ter to an executive presidency, 
transformed the existing socialist 
economy into a capitalist economy 
based largely on the model of Sin- 
gapore. 
industries were targeted in the ar- 
son attacks. There has been no in- 
dication yet that any of the indus- 
tries intend to leave, but the rioting 
is expected to make them reluctant 
to invest in expansion. 

Another problem is the fact that 
35 percent of the workers in for- 
eign-owned plants in Colombo are 
Tamil. Because of the recent at- 
tacks, many Tamils are planning to 
move to the predominantly Tamil 
northern provinces. This would 

mean foreign companies would 
have to find a new work force. 

“Foreign firms may not have 
been directly damaged, but in 
terms of what people think about 

„the stability of the country, there 
has been damage," said a Western 
economic analyst who deals direct- 

-ly with foreign investment. “If you 

. think your labor force is going to be 
threatened, you may think twice 

, about investing here." 

The government, in a revised 


death toll, said that from July 25 to. 


July 29, 179 persons were killed by 
civilians in.ethnic violence. Almost 
all the victims were Tamils. 

On Sunday, officials said there 
had been violence in Nuwara Eliya, 
in the heart of the tea and rubber 

lantation region in central Sri 
.Lanka. The authorities said that a 
"few deaths have occurred" and 
that there was "substantial dam- 
age" to Tamil property. 
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The minister for lands, Gamini 
Dissinayake, announced on televi- 
sion Sunday that 150,000 jobs had 
been lost since the violence began. 
During that time 17 major manu- 
facturing plants were destroyed. 
These figures contrast with a recent 
government announcement that 
24,000 jobs had been created. 

As recently as June, the commer- 
cial section of the U.S. Embassy in 
Colombo had issued an economic 
trends report on Sri Lanka. The 
report said there was a "reasonably 
good" prospect for 5 percent to 6 
percent growth in the gross nation- 
al product. The report also said 
that the stage had been set "for a 
period of political stability and 
economic consolidation through at 
least'the end of this decade." 

The hasis for the optimistic re- 
port was Mr. Jayewardene's elec- 
tion to a six-year term in October. 
In elections in May, he retained a 
five-sixths majority in the Parlia- 
ment for six years, and in a national 
referendum last December, the life 
of his Parliament was extended. 

Western economic analysts and 
banking sources estimate that 
about a third of all investment in 
Sri Lankan industry, commerce 
and banking and finance services is 
foreign. 
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heart of 


Nuwara Eliya was an al- 
.most mystical name which 


tea drinkers everywhere 
;noted with pride on the 
‘sides of their Broken 


‘Orange Pekoe tea packets. 


It meant they were enjoy- 
ing the ultimate in tea 
brewing. 

‘They called the region “ Jip- 

ton’s Teagarden,” and the pink- 
taced young English adventurers 
who came to plant the stecp, 
iterraced hill slopes created in 
the town “a little bit of home,” 
with stone cottages bracketed by 
fir trees and surrounded by 
hedges, together with sprawling 
'Tudor-style hotels and clubs. 

Times have changed. 

Nationalisation of the tea in- 
dustry sounded the death knell 


jobless for the expatriate planters in 


COLOMBO, August 10 (UND: 
More than 100,000 people were be- 
lieved to have iost their jobs as a 
result of t i i i : i i i 
Su Lam, жесек to a prey UPS Мез disce DUM 
conducted by the Sri Lanka labour Nuwara Eliya. town perm o 
MEUS z | physically, at least, mur as the 

Quoting the minister of state for wo cta s Nae of fearful 
information, | Mr. Anandtissa de mop violence wiped out the 
Alwis, the Sri Lanka Broadcasting entire historic business district 
Corporation reported today that in J j i kk 
Colombo alone ,more than 17,000 where ET ep pe 6 
people had lost their jobs and about sabih Pe anche eg 
64 industrial establishments, both big shop for imported supplies to 
and small, were affected during the ake back to their hill-top 
disturbancés. State-owned industries bungalows. 


were th worst-hit in th riots, the News of the extent of the 
a vi DT. cepe of those who violence directed at the centre 
е? | ОЗЬ their. jobs: were permanent ор Nuwara Fliya by Sinhalese 
employees. mobs was somehow contained 
The radio said the labour ministry by the town’s remoteness. 

was in touch with the affected in- But when I drove in yesterday 
dustrial establishments: to arrange for [ discovered that the rioters had 
the payment of salary for the em- delivered their most devastating 
ployees for the month of July. Such concentration of destruction 
of , those industrial establishments, here. No point in Colombo or 
which had been completely destroyed, surrounding suburbs ‘matches 
could make use of the specially set- the mess. 

up government centres for disburse- Whole blocks have been 
ment of the salary, the radio said. reduced to charred rubble. Only 
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100,000 rendered 


Fearful four hours 
Tea-growing standards have 
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Mobs wipe out the 


‘Lipton’s 


Teagarden’ 


By IAN WARD in Nuwara Eliya, Sti Lanka 
HIS township nestling among the craggv 
slopes of Sri Lanka’s central highlands 
was the heart of the world’s finest tea-growing 
industry during colonial times. 


a handful of provision shops 
belonging to Sinhalese traders. 
and à lone photographic studio. 
survived the numerous arson 
attacks which culminated in the 
incineration of the town’s 
centre. 


16 killed 


Reiarkably, only 16 people 
died in the inferno, aru the 
fearful scramble for safety that 
preceded it. Since then armed 
troops have patrolled the streets 
24 hours a day watching for 
looters. 

Anywhere else it would take 
months to clear ‘the wreckage 
and start again. Here, in the 
hinterland of Sri Lanka, it 
will, perhaps, take years, if a 
new start is made at all. 

For nostalgic former planters 
who still journey from their 
retirement cottages in the Cost- 
wolds or Scottish Highlands on 
annual pilgrimages to Nuwara 
Eliya, the impact will be severe. 

There is of course still a pro- 
i liferation of undulating hillside 
‘of neatly-cropped tea bushes 
|through which they can wander. 

But the town has gone. The 
bustle of the cattle bazaar 1s no 
more. 

Last night many Indian estate 
‘labourers were on strike, too 
‘frightened to go back to work. 








Separatists banned 


, Laws prohibiting all demands 
|Ғог a separate Tamil State 
‘меге passed by Sri Lanka's 
!Parliament, by 150 votes to 
‘none yesterday after a mara- 
thon overnight session. 

. Under the legislation, all 
Members of Parliament will be 
required to take an oath re- 
nouncing separatism. 'Those 
who do not will be expelled 
from parliament and face 
other penalties. The legislation 


effectively bans the main 
minority party, the Tamil 
Inited Liberation,  Front— 


T 
R 


euter. 





By JEREMY CLIFT 


COLOMBO: The Sri 
Lankan. Government 
is moving to repair 
the big dent last 
month's ethnic blood- 
shed inflicted on an 
already faltering 
economy and has set 
up а special Ministry 
to supervise recon- 
struction. 

Finance Minister 
Ronnie De Mel, promis- 
ing that "phoenix-like 
we will rise again from 
the ashes," has an- 
nounced establishment 
of & Government fund 
to rebuild fire-ravaged 
factories, offices and 
stores and has appealed 
urgent international 
aia, 


He admitted in Par- 
liament the country's 
liberal economy had 
been set back by be- 
tween two to five years 
by the bloodshed in 
which more than 300 
people died and hun- 
dreds of shops, offices 
and homes of the mi- 
nority Tamil communi- 
ty were wrecked. 


Confidence 


"Foreign investors 
are scared out of their 
wits as a result of what 
happened," Mr De Mel 
said. 

He said the important 
thing was to revive con- 
fidence by re-establish- 
ing law and order and 
showing that the Gov- 
ernment was in control. 

The Government has 
set up & special Minis- 
try controlled by Presi- 
dent Junius Jayewar- 
dene to organise 
reconstruction and re- 
habilitation. 

The 77-year-old Prés- 
ident, who was re-elect- 
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Mending 
nation torn 


a 
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by race riots 


ed to a second six-year- 
term last October, has 
appointed a retired 
havy commander, Rear 
Admiral Alfred Perera, 


‚ав head of a new organi- 


sation to take charge of 
the restoration pro- 

amme. А 
The body, the Reha- 
bilitation of Properties 
‘and Industries Author- 
ity (Repia), has orders 
to begin its work imme- 
diately. 

Information Minister 
Anandatissa De Alwis 
said at the weekend all 
property affected by the 
wave of violence which 
swept the tropical is- 
land after 13 army sol- 
diers were killed by 
Tamil guerillas on July 
23 would be vested in 
the State. 

“If some factory was 
destroyed, that factory 
is now the property of 
the State. If a home was 
destroyed, that proper- 
ty, regardless of who 
the owner is, is now the 
property of the State 
and shall continue to be 
the property of the 
State until it decides un- 
der the rehabilitation 
programme what is to 
be done with it,” he said. 

He said that as re- 


building got under way, 
the Government was 
likely to take some 
shares in businesses re- 


stored under the official ` 


programme because 
the firms would require 
State financing to put 
them back into opera- 
tion. 

Mr De Mel said a spe- 
cial fund was being es- 
tablished to help recon- 
struct riot-ravaged 
property and Sri Lanka 
was asking for urgent 
local and foreign assis- 
tance and donations to 
the fund, particularly 
from United Nations re- 
lief organisations. 


Western economists 
based in Colombo esti- 
mated direct damage to 
property at between 

5$60 and US$100 mil- 
lion and said the indi- 
rect effects on tourism 
and foreign investment 
would be even higher. 


Trade Minister Lalith 
Athulathmudali said 
the medium-term im- 
pact on the economy 
may not be too great. 

"When we are close to 
events, we expect the 
worst. In my electorate 


‘at Ratmalana, 15 fac- 


tories have been dam- 


aged, the largest em- 
ploying 2,000 people,” he 
stated. _ 

But at a Press confer- 
ence, he added: “Re- 


pairs сап be effected in - 


six to eight months. My 
guess is that if we have 
no further violence, Sri 
Lanka can still end in 
1983 with a positive 
growth rate. ‘We may 
not reach the 6.2 per 
cent average of the last 
six years, but we will 
still demonstrate posi- 
tive growth.” 


Tourism 


Sri Lanka, with an av- 
erage per capita in- 
come of US$270 a year, 
remains one of the 
world's least developed 
countries, and is still 


' largely dependent on 


agriculture. 

A positive factor was 
that the country's plan- 
tations, growing tea, 
coffee, rubber and coco- 
nuts and accounting for 
almost half the island's 
foreign exchange earn- 
ings, were largely unaf- 
fected by the unrest. 

Mr Jayawardene won 
considerable praise in 
the West after coming . 


to power in 1977 for dis- 
mantling the heavily 
State-regulatedi econo- 
my imposed by former 
Prime Minister Sirima 
Bandaranaike. He 
opened up Sri Lanka to 
Western investment 
and set up free trade 
zones to try to attract 
more foreign compa- 
nies. 

But the world reces- 
sion, falling prices for 
agricultural goods and 
the soaring cost of 
crude oil plunged the is- 
land into economic dif- 
ficulties in the 1980s, 
with a widening trade 
gap. 

Diplomats said that 


foreign aid, running at 


&round US$600 million 
а year, was not likely to 
be affected by the vio- 
lence, but tourism re- 
ceipts and overseas in- 
vestment in the island 
would probably drop, at 
least temporarily. 

Western economic ex- 
perts said another con- 
sequence would proba- 
bly be further 
devaluation of the ru- 
pee. The Sri Lankan 
currency has been ad- 
justed downwards by 
five per cent twice this 
year. — Reuter. 
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Dialogue Needed in Sri Lanka 


The week-long rioting by the Sinhalese majority against the 
Tamil minority and the political repression that came in its 
aftermath have made any possibility of finding a solution to Sri 
Lanka's explosive racial problem even more remote. 

. On July 23, Tamil insurgents, called the *'Tamil Tigers," 
-ambushed a government army patrol, killing 13 soldiers. This 
.Sparked the days of violence and death which followed. It is 
estimated now that well over 300 persons, mainly Tamils, were 
slaughtered in the racist rioting, but the carnage may be even 

greater. ` 
_Sri Lankan President Junius Jayewardene, who came to 
power in 1977, has been effectively building a new economy 
based on the model of Singapore capitalism. He slashed the 
unemployment rate through his policies from 24 percent in the 
1970s to 14 percent currently and attracted foreign investment. 
This benefited both the Sinhalese people, who represent 74 
percent of the nation’s population of 15 million, and the Tamils, 

. Who represent 22 percent. 

However, the rioting destroyed 17 major factories and 

countless smaller businesses and shops, operated mainly bv 


Tamils. The burning and the sacking also left 100,000 Tamils 
homeless in the bigger cities of the island nation. 

The estimated damage is $300 million. However, this is only 
the immediate damage to the economy, which had been 
prosperous. It is believed that the worst violence since Sri Lanka 
won its independence from Britain in 1948 will reduce economic 
growth from 5.1 percent last year to zero this year. 

There is concern too that the violence will frighten away 
foreign investment and tourists, who provide Sri Lanka with 
significant earnings. 

It Is impossible to calculate now what the effects of violence 
will be on the long-range prospects of the nation’s economy. 
However, whether the economy revives and continues to grow 
will depend on whether further violence can be prevented bet- 
ween the Buddhist Sinhalese and the Hindu Tamils> And the 
chances of healing the wounds and reducing the level of mutual ` 
hatréd:are not good. 

Since he came to power, President Jayewardene has made 
efforts, tentative and not satisfying to the Tamils, to come to 
terms with the minority peopie. He established district 
development councils to give them more local autonomy. 
However, the Tamils have been discriminated against for a very 
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long time and they wanted quicker and more effective nicasures 
to redress what they feel are the wrongs being daily inflicted 
upon them. 

Mr. Jayewardene has conducted a dialogue with the Tamil 
United Liberation Front (TULF), the largest Tamil political 
party, which seéks establishment of a Tamil state In the north of 

` the country, where the Tamils are in the majority. 

But in reaction to the rioting and pressure from extremists, 
President Jayewardene had the constitution amended to ban 
any party which advocates a separatist state for the Tamils. 
TULF can hardly accept this condition to, its further legal 
existence since it would lose credibility with the Tamil people. 
Thus, the Sri Lankan government has closed an avenue for 
dialogue with the Tamils. 

This can only encourage the extremists, particularly the 
Tamil Tigers. It is estimated that members of thls guerrilla 
movement, which has been responsible for 60 incidents this year 
alone, number only 500 to 1,000. However, they are elusive and 
can be expected to carry out further attacks and assassinations. 
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But Jayewardene’s biggest concern at the moment is India. 
India’s Tamil Nadu state with a Tamil population of 50 milion 
Tamils, is only 29 km across the sea from Sri Lanka, and the 
Tamils in India are outraged by the slaughter of thelr coun- 
trymen in Sri Lanka. A 5,000-member "sacrifice force" is 
threatening to invade Sri Lanka, and even if this does not take 
place, the Tamils in India can be expected now to pive even 
more support to the separatist Tamil movement in Sri Lanka. 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi has been moderate in response 
to the rioting despite pressure from the Tamils. She stated 
clearly that India would not interfere In the internal affairs of its 
tiny Island neighbor while voicing concern over the violence and 
holding urgent talks with Sri Lanka representatives. However, 
the Sri Lanka government cannot ignore India in its future 
dealings with the Tamils. 

A separate Tamil state in Sri Lanka is at the moment unac- 
ceptable to the Sinhalese Buddhist majority, which views their 
country as a "holy" land bestowed upon them by Buddha. 
However, the government must reach some accommodation 
with the Tamils or risk more violence, if not Warfare, 
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reports from Colombo on the uneasy prospects of reconciliation 


Counting the 


of Sri Lanka’s strife 


“THIS country has shot its 
feet off,” a veteran relief 
worker observed yesterday. 
And as Sri Lanka returns to 


been completely destroyea 
and another 30 badly 
damaged. The Finance Minis- 
trys ‘guestimate’ of re- 


cost 


police, The rest of the 28- 
man cabinet is excluded from 
the council's deliberations. 
According to cabinet 
Sources there was, on the 
four worst days of the riot- 
ing—Monday to Wednesday 
and then the Friday—a com- 


trast to the Government's 
handling of the violence 
itself which raises questions 


а semblance of normality the 
unofficial inquests are begin- 
ning, into who pulled the 
trigger and why. 

The damage done to the 
country, in cash terms, by 
last month’s anti-Tamil 
pogrom is still being assessed 
by the Ministry of Finance 
here, but preliminary indi- 
cations are that the economy 
has been badly hit. 


The projected budget defi- 
‘it — originally 1.4 billion 
‘upees — ` is now being 
almost doubled as a result of 
reduced revenue and  in- 
creased expenditue on relief 
measures and the security 
forces. 

The balance of payments 
has suffered a double blow. 
One of the worst droughts in 
memory ` is expected to 


sharply curtail tea, rubber 
and copra exports., Textile 
and garment exports — the 


industrial sector which took 
the brunt of the violence — 
are expected to be down by 
some 30 per cent. And tour- 
ism, which has enjoyed a 
phenomenal growth rate of 
some 20 per cent per year 


since 1978, is obviously 
being affected with only 
1,000 arrivals so far this 


month compared to 33,000 in 
August last vear. 

Small businesses have been 
decimated with an estimated 
2,522 shops and offices des- 
troyed putting at least 11,000 
out of work. This is on top 
of another 14,000 workers 
displaced in the industrial 
sector, where at least 60 
manufacturing plants have 


construction costs is between 
three and four billion rupees. 

Circumscribed in raising 
revenue through taxation by 
its open economy policies 
and low per capita income, 
the maintenance of social 
Services at existing levels, 
the Government is looking 
for cutbacks in planned capi- 
tal expenditure and slippages 
In the funding of current 
projects to finance itself. In 
the private sector they are 
hoping that insurance 


cover—about 80 per cent of 
which is reinsured abroad— 
and bank loans will finance 
reconstruction, although 
there is still some confusion 
as to the liability of insur- 
ance companies. 


In its approach to ге: 
construction and  rehabili- 
tation the Government to 


date has shown itself to be 
well intentioned. The Tamil 
refugees, in their exodus to 
the north and east of the 
island, have been fairly well 
treated by the authorities. 
Tamil civil servants taking 
part in the flight are being 
sent salary advances and 
Government feelers are 
already going but to Tamil 
entrepreneurs to return to 
the capital and help the re- 
building. 

The Government's action in 
formally taking over all 
damaged properties, houses, 
shops and industries — while 
open to abuse — appears so 
far to be a genuine attempt 
to prevent the exploitation of 
refugees, implying a hope 
that they will return. 

But all: of this is in con- 


about the willingness or abil- 
ity of the country's ageing 
leader, President ' Junius 
Jayewardene, to provide the 
political solution 


It would require, at the 
very least, a commission of 
inquiry to unravel the tangle 
of rumour which shrouds the 
events between Sunday, July 
25 and Saturday, July 31, 
during which the damage 
was done. At present, one 
has a choice of conspiracy 
theories — ranging from 
KGB destabilisation to CIA 
manipulation and taking in 
diverse plots by gangs of 
Buddhist monks, power- 
crazy army commanders, or 
fascist Government ministers 
— with little risk of contra- 
diction by available evidence. 


But what is self-evident, 
from the wreckage on the 
streets and the similarities in 
accounts given by survivors, 
is that the violence was to 
some degree organised ; that 
it was an operation of surgi- 
cal precision aimed at the 
Tamil minority ; and that it 
was carried out with the con- 
nivance of at least sections 
of the security forces without 
any apparent attempt by 
commanders or the Govern- 


ment — during or since, the 
violence — to discipline 
them. 


Sri Lanka's security forces 
fall under the direct control 
of a Security Council, headed 
by President Jayewardene— 
who holds the defence port- 
folio—and including only one 
deputy minister, a former 
deputy inspector general of 


plete collapse of presidential 
direction., As one minister 
put it to' me, with a grin: 
"If I had been in the Oppo- 
sition there would have becn 
a coup." Whether President 
Jayewardene suffered a col. 
lapse of personal morale— 
comparable to that of De 
Gaulle during the Paris stu- 
dent riots of 1968—or was 
pursuing a strategy, is diffi- 
cult to assess; a senior gov- 
ernment official has reported 
that the president is now re- 
fusing interviews with for- 
eign correspondents on the 
grounds that they are “ ama- 
teurs ” and nincompoops with 
"a  predeliction for blas- 
phemy.” 

Since coming to power in 
1977 President Jayewardene 
had shown a willingness to at 
least recognise the grievances 
of the Tamil minority and to 
take some faltering steps to 
meet them. 

But from the nationwide 
broadcast he .did eventually 
make long after the rioting 
had started—in which he 
failed to condemn the viol. 
ence, offering instead the jus- 
tification that the Singhalese 
majority had reacted to “ ter- 
rorist violence" it 


would 
appear that he has арап- 
doned his conciliatory 


approach. In the absence of 
any obvious successor in the 
present government, hopes 
for peace and reconstruction 
in Sri Lanka must rest to a 
large degree on the ability of 
his cabinet and foreign 
opinion to persuade him back 
to the path of reconciliation. 
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COST OF RIOTS 
50,000 jobs lost 


R COLOMBO CORRESPONDENT 


7 


The industrial sector was ihe 
worst affected and the loss of 
manufacturing output is bound 
to have repercussions om the 
country's gross domestic pro- 
duct. . The building sector, 
packaging and plastics and the 
metal industry are among the 


writes; Оса! estimates in hardest bit. 
Colombo gay t moré than The government says that 68 
50,000 jobs have been lost factories in Colombo bad closed, 


through the racial violence last 


month in Sri Lanka, 


and a further 2,487 manufac- 
turing outlets had shut down 


t 


ә 


о 


around the siang, More than 
1,100 retai] outlets in Colombo 
and 1,523 ip the rest of Bri 
Lanka, had bees burned or 


damaged, А И 
Mr Laliph Aphulgpbmudali, 
Trade Minister, said that ега 


would be a te огагу, fel] in 
textile exports, With 12 textile 
factories q led, it might. be 
essentia to import textiles 
again, 


Three qm auctions have 
been cancelled and miners have 


not gone back to work yet. 
Moreover the destruction of 
nine epeonut oil mills may 
result in Sri Lanka losing her 
Prime position ag an exporter. 
Although 8% Lanka has lost 
two tea auctions as a result of 
the recent riots, the epeed with 
which the tea industry recovers 
will negate any potential Joss 
of markets, according to the 
үре Tea Traders’ Associa- 
en. 
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In Gandhi we trust 


FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN SRI LANKA 


A signal flashed across Sri Lanka's com- 
munal divide last week. For the first time 
since the upsurge in terrorism a few 
months ago, some soldiers were with- 
drawn from the Jaffna peninsula, four 
army camps there were closed and the 
remaining troops pulled back to barracks. 
The moves were partly defensive: to 
event another lot of army men falling 
‚ло another terrorist trap and provoking 
айо ег round of bloodletting. No public 
2nuouncement was made for fear of stir- 
ung up Singalese anger. But the message 
across where it matters—to those 
Тоти who know that in the end they 
Nave no choice but to talk with the 
government in power. 


E 


Tamil moderates, a vanishing breed, 
say they need more concessions from the 
government before they can risk con- 
fronting the militants on their own side. 
The government has another signal 
ready—the release of some Tamil prison- 


ers—but it wants reciprocity, preferably: 


in the form of a ceasefire. The terrorists 
replied to the first signal by murdering a 
Tamil organiser for the ruling party in 
Jaffna, Posters went up in Jaffna last 
week warning the Tamil diaspora to gath- 
er ipto the northern enclave before repri- 
sals resume. 

It ís the extremists on both sides who 
have emerged strengthened from the re- 
cent butchery. Singalese chauvinists in 
the south have achieved two of their 
prime aims: the destruction of the Tamil 
economic base (see box) and an outlaw- 
ing of Tamil secessionism. The Tamil 


terrorists have achieved two of theirs: , 


geographical as well as political polarisa- 
tion of the two communities, and an 


eee 


The wages of envy 


FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN SRI LANKA 


"The Tamils have deminated the com- 
manding heights of everything good in 
Sri Lanka", explained the soft-spoken 
Cambridge-educated finance minister 
Mr Ronnie de Mel is too sophisticated to 
use the term on the tip of many Singa- 
lese tongues these days—the need for a 
"final solution" to the Tamil problem. 
But, even for him, the “only solution" is 
to "restore the rights of the Singalese 
majority". 8 

Restoring Singalese rights is а code 
phrase for dislodging the Tamils from 
their disproportionate influence over 
large sectors of the Sri Lankan economy. 
This is what the Singalese mobs set out 
to do when they put their torches to 
thousands of carefully targeted Tamil 
factories and shops. Now the govern- 
ment is about to advance this process by 
expropriating all damaged properties. 
Many Tamils will assist them by leaving 
the country. The result will be a decisive 
shift in the balance of economic power in 
Sri Lanka from Tamils to Singalesc. 

The stated aim of the government's 
takeover of riot-ravaged homes and bus- 
inesses is to prevent distress sales and to 
promote an orderly reconstruction pro- 
gramme. Government funds are to be 
injected into salvageabie industries, with 
export-earners a top priority. In ex- 
change, the government will take a share 
of the equity and appoint directors. In 
theory, former owners will be free to 
buy Баск government shares in time. 
But ministers do not disguise their redis- 
tributive intentions. Many are talking 
about following Malaysia's example of 
writing preferences for the majority 
community into commercial law. 

The trade minister has already reor- 
panised rice wholesaling to break the 
Tamil grip. “It is no longer in my 
interest. to alow опе community to 
dominate the wholesale trade in any 
commodity", insists Mr Lalith Athulath- 
mudah, who doubles as a government 
spokesman on Tamil questions. Making 
room for the Singalese in trade also has a 
literal meaning. Ravaged city centres 
such as the Pettah commercial district in 
Colombo are to be redeveloped; when 
prime sites are reallocated, former occu- 
pants will not necessarily get them back. 

The central bank governor, Mr Rasa- 
putram, has another justification for 
taking ownership out of Tamil hands: 
their companies might otherwise be hos- 
tage to another wave of communal at- 
tacks. Better to make Tamil family firms 
go public and broaden their ownership. 
The trouble is that this argument may 





well frighten off Singalese investors, 
who have also been shaken by the vision 
of mob rule. So the main new partners in 
Tamil-owned companies are bound to be 
the government and the banks. 

The state stake in Sri Lanka's injured 
industrics is meant to be temporary. 
But, if the alternative is returning ссо- 
nomic control to the Tamils, the govern- 
ment may decide to hold on. The World 
Bank, among others, is worried that this 
will mean the expansion of an inefficient 
state sector; it would prefer to see the 
financing and management of recon- 
struction left to the banks. The banks 
are anyway involved because of the high 
level of lending to the ruined compan- 
ies—how high nobody yet knows. 

The losses аге still being added up in 
the statistical department of the central 
bank, which has sent out teams of ас- 
countants and surveyors to do an on-site 
census of destruction. The preliminary 
estimate of $150m worth of damage to 
commercial and residential property-- 
equivalent to about 4% of Sri Lanka's 
enp--is almost certainly too low, be- 
cause it is based on book value; replace- 
ment costs might be five to 10 times 
higher. It also excludes the value of lost 
stocks, lost output and lost export 
orders. 

The destruction of nine coconut mills, 
for example, could cost Sri Lanka its 
position as the world's second largest 
exporter of coconut oil; all oil exports 
have been suspended. Although half the 
factories making clothing for export 
have been put out of action, the net 
losses in this $150m-a-year trade may be 
made up by surplus capacity. 

Optimistic ministers are predicting 
that recovery will take two to three 
years. But this will depend partly on the 
government's ability to raise capital at 
home and abroad. The International 
Monetary Fund is sending a-team to 
Colombo later this month to reassess its 
agreement to provide $100m in threc 
tranches over the next 18 months. 

Another key factor in Sri Lanka's 
recovery will be the brain-drain of Ta- 
mils. Thousands of Tamil professional 
people are said to have left the country 
since the violence began last month. 
One leading Tamil entrepreneur—and 
Sri Lanka's most successful entrepre- 
neurs are Tamil—estimates that 90% of 
his fellow-industrialists are now contem- 
plating emigration. If they go, Sri Lanka 
will lose more than their capital assets, 
many of which went up in smoke last 
month. It will lose commercial instincts 
and management skills which have 
aroused Singalese envy but not yet imi- 
tation. This could prove the most serious 
casualty of the conflagration of '83. 


Tamils are Tigers, in Mathew's book 


upsurge of international sympathy for 
Tamil victims of Singalese oppression. 

The Tamil-baiter the Tamils fear most 
is an influential cabinet minister, Mr 
Cyril Mathew. He has been accused of 
having engineered the Singalese counter- 
terror through his followers in the party's 
trade union. He denies this vigorously, 
but goes on to prosecute his anti-Tamil 
case with files of underlined clippings and 
his own speeches, glossily bound under 
such titles as "Diabolical Conspiracy". 
His arguments about the folly of placat- 
ing the Tamils and the need to crush 
terrorism before talking are echoed by 
many of his fellow ministers. But not by 
the president. 

President Jayewardene has now reaf- 
firmed an earlier offer to the Tamils 
which stops just short of meeting their 
demands: he would withdraw the army 
from Jaffna, repeal the anti-terrorist act 
and declare an amnesty for Tamil prison- 
ers, provided Tamil leaders publicly dis- 
avow secession. This week Tamils in top 
public jobs were compelled to swear the 


same loyalty oath to a unitary state that is 


now required of members of parliament. 

This is a hard pill for Tamil politicians 
to swallow, even though few of them 
actually believe in the secessionist cause, 
because, in the wake of the recent com- 
munal carnage, it savours of surrender. 
Just before Sri Lanka exploded four 
weeks ago, the Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF) had adopted a flexible, 


face-saving formula, replacing secession ` 


with a demand for Tamil ""self-determina- 
tion", in a manner to be negotiated. But 
the government is refusing to budge be- 
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yond its own formula for devolution 
through district development councils. 
The councils, which have been empty 
shells, will be given some moncy, and 
hence some powers, next January. But 
this will not satisfy any Tamil leader. 

Local autonomy for the Tamils of 
Jaffna has long been the central substan- 
tive issue between the government and 
the non-militant Tamils. But now the 
TULF also has an identity problem, be- 
cause of the new constitutional proscrip- 
tion on secession. It does not want to 
become an underground movement, but 
neither can it be seen simply to knuckle 
under to the government. 

One alternative being canvassed in 
Jaffna is for the TULF to disband and 
reconstitute itself as a non-parliamentary 
movement. Another is that it should re- 
enter parliament under the resuscitated 
name of the old Federal party, possibly 
after by-elections to secure a mandate 
The snag in all these rational solutions is 
that compromise under any name will be 
opposed by the Tamil militants. 

Before July 23rd, the Tamil terrorists 
were constrained to some degree by the 
presence of Tamils and Tamil properties 
in Singalese areas. Now, with so many of 
these hostages gone, the so-called Tigers 
are said to be thirsting for unrestrained 
revenge. And their ranks have been 
joined by young Tamil refugees in а 
confrontationist mood. 

The militants themselves are not a 
united force. They are split into factions 
which indulge in bouts of fratricide; the 
latest took place last weekend. But they 
have the capacity to block any deal be- 
tween the TULF and the government, 
since only they can deliver a ceasefire. 
The terrorists have, in fact, talked secret- 
ly to the government—-there were two 
sessions in June—but their spokesman 
was killed, along with 51 other Tamils, in 
the two prison massacres that were part 
of the anti-Tamil rampage. The govern- 
ment says it is still promising safe conduct 
to any Tamil prepared to come and talk. 

One group of Tamils took its griev- 
ances directly to the government this. 
week—the unmilitant underclass of tea 
estate workers, whose leader, Mr Thon- 
damon, is one. of three. Tamils in the 
cabinet. Mr Thondamon's vote bank, 
went to the government in three succes- 
sive elections; now he feels betrayed by 
the government's. failure to protect his 
people. He has not made common cause 
with the more prosperous and more po- 
litical Jaffna Tamils, but he has laid down 


_ his own gauntlet: he will lead his 600,000 


followers out of Sri Lanka unless the 
government can promise them security 
and development funds. 

Mr Thondamon's threat is an embar- 
rassment not only to President Jayewar: , 


dene but also to Mrs Indira Gandhi, whe 
has carefully refrained from offering to 
open India's doors to refugees from Sr. 
Lanka. Tamil entrepreneurs have no diff- 
iculties resettling in India; an influx о 
unskilled workers is something else. 

Mrs Gandhi is now the chosen savioui 
mediator for all the combatants in Sn 
Lanka. Mr Jayewardene's brother left 
Delhi last weekend after asking for Mis 
Gandhi's good offices in bringing Tanui 
hotheads under control. This week tlic 
leader of the TULF, Mr Amurths 
lingham, went to Delhi to ask Mrs Gand- 
hi's help in reining in the hotheads on th 
other side. India will be sending an emis 
sary to Sri Lanka soon. If Mrs Gand) 
can succeed in imposing a Pax Indi. 
there will be handsome political гем 
for her at home, especially in the Tare 
south. But the wounds of Sti Lanka «i 
too raw for a quick cure. 
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2,000 ‘may 
have died in 
Sri Lanka’ 


From Robert Schuil 
Amsterdam 


. Considerably more people 
died during the recent violence 
in Sri Lanka than the 380 
deaths the Government there 
has admitted to, according to an 
aid organization. 

Dr Sjef Teunis, general 
secretary of Novib, the leading 
private development aid organi- 
zation in the Netherlands, said 
between 1,000 and 2,000 people 
lost their lives. He returned to 
The Netherlands on Saturday. 

He accused fhe Sri Lankan 
Government of serious human 
gents violations against the 

amil population and called on 
‘the Dutch Government to 
reconsider its development aid 
policy towards the country. 

. Sri Lanka receives about 
£22m a year in Dutch aid. 


@ LONDON: President Jaye- 
wardene of Sri Lanka has 
cancelled his state visit to 
Britain in October because of 
the disturbances, Buckingham 
Palace announced (the Press 
Association reports). Tamils in 
Britian had threatened to hold 
big demonstrations. 
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Lanka tourism industry 
faces ‘total collapse 
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Premadasa with Jayewardene, early '83: Economic disaster 








Eclipse of a ‘Bright Future’ 


mid the charred ruins of Sri Lanka's commercial 

landscape, President Jayewardene’s ministers last week 
were gloomily surveying damage to the nascent, capital- 
fuelled economic takeoff that was their government's most 
cherished goal. Until a fortnight before, the poor,* 
2griculture-based nation of 15 million was doing something 
remarkable — slowly improving its lot. After the United 
National Party stormed back to power in 1977, it offered a 
cornucopia of investment jncentives and dismantled most 
trade and payment controls. Many banked on Colombo’s 
promises and the country’s political stability and set up 
shop: today, nearly one-third of investment in Sri Lanka 
industry, commerce & banking is foreign. Colombo and its 
environs were visibly transformed; its shops, flooded with 
luxury goods, were a far cry from the long queues for food 
-haracteristic of Sri Lanka’s earlier years of socialist rule. 

The gains from the UNP's frec-enterprise policies were 
real: according to the just-released World Development 
Report 1983, Sti Lanka’s GDP growth doubled from 3.4% a 
year in 1970-77 to 6.6% in 1978-81. Furthermore, with 
migration of labour to West Asia, economic growth reduced 
unemployment from 24% to 15% in 1931. But, as the World 
Bank noted, “these achievements have not been costless.”’ 
Among the costs was an inflation rate that rocketed from 
12% in 1978 to 26% two years later. While Colombo 
«restled with the International Monetary Fund over such 
matters, most Sri Lankans seemed happy enough that there 
was life in the economy. 

Now all that seems confined to the past. ‘Ме are very 
worried," said secretary of the Ministry of State Douglas 
Liyange last week. ‘The damage is so extensive and so 
calculated to damage the; economy..." Destroyed in arson 
and looting attacks were half of Colombo’s 4,100 
Tamil-owned businesses, which comprise roughly one-third 
of the city’s business community (though Tamils form just 
2% of Colombo's population). Secretary of the Ceylon 
Chamber of Commerce S.S. Jayawickrama predicted a domino 
effect on Sinhala businesses from Tamil bankruptcies. 

. Economic analysts said inflation and unemployment 
were bound to worsen in the wake of the carnage. Jobs, 
certainly, would be in ‘short supply. Minister for Lands 
Gamini Dissinayake estimated that 150,000 jobs had been 
lost in the violence which left seventeen major manufactu- 
zing plants in ruins. And with 35% of the work force in 
Colombo’s foreign-owned industrial plants said to be Tamil 
— most of whom have fled to the north — there were serious 
problems awaiting managers of plants that had survived. 

More difficult to calculate was the long-term effect of the 
i conflagration on vital foreign investment. à 





By K. SRIRAM 
COLOMBO, Sept. 22. 


Adverse publicity in recent weeks | 


abroad in. the wake of the July 
disturbances had worsened matters 
for the Sri Lankan tourism indus- 
` {гу which has been trying to re- 
cover from tire bad 1982 season. 
This was stated in a memorandum 
presented to the Cabinet here on 
Wednesday by Minister of Stale 
Anandatissa de Alwis. 


Briefing newsmen later, Mr. de 
Alwis said it had been brought to 
the attention of the eab:net ‘hat 
there were only 82165 tourist arri- 
vals in August this year against 
34332 in the same month last year 
— a drop of 76 per cent. 


Further. tourist operators 
indicated that there were 40 per 
cent cancellations in the bookings 
made for the coming winter sea- 
son. 
had advised its citizens that they 
postpone their travel plans to Sri 
Lanka and a similar advice had 
been given by the authorities in 
Italy to their people. 


He had therefore, recommended 
that certain urgent measures, in 
particular a series of tax 


“total collapse.” А 
It was feared that the hotel sec- 


tor may retrench upto fifty per 


Im Tamils | 
| set to flee 
| terror | 


[ur IAN WARD in Singapore 


JRI LANKAN security |: 
authorities last night |i 
faced the awesome threat 


of one million Tamil 
refügees, terrified by the 
Sinhalese onslaught of 


the past 48 hours, fleeing 
in a frantic mass migration 
to their ethnic stronghold 
in the north of the island. 
Thousands of Tamil men, 
women and children, made 
homeless in Monday's com- 
munal riots in Colombo, last 
night gathered at police posts, 
railway stations and Hindu 
temples around thé city. These 
areas are guarded by Govern- 
ment troops and, rightly or 
wrongly, are assumed to be 
‘neutral’ and relatively safe. 
Obviously aware of Tamil 
.| intentions, Government officials 
revealed after а: top Security 
meeting yesterday that plans 
were being made to erect 





special camps: to house the 
homeless. 
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had ` 


The US State Department ‘ 









conces-. 
sions, be adopted to save the tour-, 
ism industry in the island from a 


cent of the'staff should the lean 
tourism season continue, he added. 


Tourism has emerged as the 


fourth largest foreign exchange 
earner for Бї Lanka in recens 
years and a major leap forward. 


was expected in this sector with 
the commissioning of at least two 
five star hotels over the next six 
months, doubling the capacity of 
another and the kolding of the 
Pacific Area Travel Association 
(РАТА). conference Colombo 
next spring. 


in 







WELCOME 
TO 


Sri Lanka 


But Tamil friends I spoke to 
by phone last night said they 


were preparing to abandon 
their belongings and escape to 
the traditional Tamil region 
around Jaffna at the first 
opportumity. 

They predicted that the |: 
entire Tamil population living |; 
outside the traditional area |* 
would do likewise. 

An exodus of this nature 
would be disastrous for the 
shaky Sri Lankan economy that 


г> RARE VAT 


— 


relies on the Tamil minority for 
much of the nation's mana- 
gerial and skilled labour ex- 
pertise, as well as factory and | 
plant ownership. 
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Views of the U.N. Human Rights Committee 
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Sri Lanka, including its efforts to meets next year. 
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S e А investigate the incidents and to 

Ori Lanka Queried promote national harmony,” the 
" group said. 

By UN Over. Riots The committee made the deci- 


sion despite the "grave reserva- 
tions" of the Sri Lankan govern- 
GENEVA — A UN committee ment which contended that the 
examining human rights has called riots were “a single episode of com- 
on Sri Lanka to clarify its role іп munal conflict,” the monitoring 
the recent riots despite the govern- group said. The committee noted 
ment's "grave reservations," a Sri that other riots occurred in 1958, 
Lankan group monitoring the com- 1962, 1974, 1977 and 1979, the 

‘mittee said Tuesday. group said. The recent riots 
| The UN Subcommittee on the claimed an official total of 380 
Prevention of Discrimination and lives. The group added that the 
Protection of Minorities said Sri move would bring the Sri Lankan 
.| Lanka should “submit information issue before the full UN Commis- 
„f on the recent communal violencein sion of Human Rights when it 
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UNITED NATIONS: HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP FOCUSES OM SRI LAMKA 
unnm mnl cM aA M MG 


GENEVA AUG 19 6(IPS)--A UN НОМАМ RIGHTS COMMITTEE HERE FRIDAY 
HEARD A RANGE OF SPEAKERS EXPRESS COMCERM OVER THE PLIGHT OF 
TAMIL MINORITY IM SRI LAMKA: THE VICTIMS OF A RECENT WAVE OF 
VIOLEHCFE.- | 


RECENT EVENTS IM SRI LANKA WERE THE FOCUS OF SEVERAL SPEECHES 
AT THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION'S SUE. GROUP ON THE PREVENTION 


OF DISCRIMINATION AND THE PROTECTION OF MINORITIES. ~: 
THE COLOMBO GOVEREPIEBM LT WAS URGE Te rt low 
REPRESENTATIVES LACK INTO THE: COUNTRY s AHD 
COMMISSION OF JURISTS PROPOSED 
OINTED TO STUDY THE SITUATION. = 


LXPLLLE DU. BED 


HH LM YE RAAT LOMAL 
THAT ^ SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR BE APP- 


SYED Б.А. MASUD OF INDIA URGED THE SUPCOMMISS LON TO LOOK AT 


THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN RIGHTS FROM A POLITICAL POIHT OF VIEW. 
WITHOUT: BLAMING THE SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT, MASUD CRITICISED 
SECURITY FORCES FOR THEIR ROLE 1N THE АНТТАН. VIOLENCE. ~ 


— -—f a 
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. BENJAMIN WHITAKER OF THE UK REGRETTED THE EXPULSION OF THE RED 
CROSS REPRESENTATIVES, AND ARGUED THAT IF THE POLICE AND SECURITY 
FORCES WERE ALLOWED TO KILL PEOPLE AS THEY HAD DONE, YOUNG TAMILS 
WERE BOUND TO JOIN- THE. SEPARATIST GUERILLAS.-- 


LOUIS JOINET OF FRANCE SAID THE SUBCOMMISSION WOULD LOSE ALL 
CREDIBILITY IF IT Took No ACTION OM THE VIOLENCE AGAINST TAMILS 
IN SRI LANKA. 

A SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR SHOULD BE APPOINTED WHO, AFTER STUDYING 
THE SITUATION: SHOULD OUTLINE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO THE SRI LANIKAN 
GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE THE TAMILS! FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND HUMAN 


FREEDOMS AND TO AVOIP FUTURE MASSACRES, JOINT SUGGESTED. – 


JUSTICE ABU SAYEED CHOWDHURY OF BANGLADESH UNDEVLINED THAT THE 
RED CROSS WAS AN IMPARTIAL AND NONPOLITICAL ORGANISATION: WITH 
DUTIES UNDER TRE GEMEVA CONVENTION, AND ITS REPRESENTATIVES IM 
COLOMBO MUST BE ALLOWED TO RETURN INMEDIATELY А | 


SPEANIMG FOR THE 1С}, NIALL MACDERMOT RECALLED THAT THE TAMILS 
HAD FACED WAVES OF VIOLENCE IN THE PAST: AND ARGUED THAT WHILE 
THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT HAD DONE MORE THAM ITS PREDECESSORS To 
MEET TAMIL DEMAHDSs IT HAD BEEN A @®UESTION OF тоо LITTLC Too 
LATE.- 


MACDERMOT CRITICISED THE 'PREVENTION OF TERRORISM ACT's GIVING 
SECURITY FORCES WIDE POWERS: AND CHARGED THE GOVERNMENT WITH 
MOVING PRISONERS TO MILITARY CAMPS TO DEFEAT HABEAS CORPUS 
PROCESSES „+ 


NO INQUEST IS REQUIRED FOR PEOPLE SHOT BY THE SECURITY FORCES: 
HE POINTED OUT: AND SEVERAL OFFICERS FOUND GUILTY OF SERIOUS 
OFFENCES BY THE COURTS HAVE BEEN PROMOTED RY THE CABINPT.- 


SUCH ACTIONS AMD UHCONTROLLED AMD ARBITRARY VIOLENCE BY THE 
SECURITY FORCES HAD STRENGTHENED THE SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT AMONG 
TAMILS: HE SAID. 

MEANWHILE g- TAMILS HAD BEEN DISENFRANCHISED BY THE RECENT 
LAH REQUIRING MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO FORSWEAR ^ SEPARATE TAMIL 
STATE -- A GOAL OF THE LARGEST OPPOSITION PARTY; THE 'TAMIL UNIT- 
ED LIBERATION FRONT’ CTULE); WHOSE MP'S HAVE REFUSED TO TAKE THE 
DATH. = 


THE ICJ CALLED ON THE SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT TO CENSURE FULL 
SECURITY FOR ALL CITIZENS; REGARDLESS OF RACE, TO ESTABLISH EFF- 
CCTIVE CONTROL OVER THE ARMED FORCES, AND TO OPEN A DIALOGUE WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TAMIL POPULATION. ~ 


MACDERMOT ALSO CALLED FOR THE REPEAL OF THE PREVENTION OF 
TERRORISM ACT; WHICH HE SAID VIOLATED SRI LANKA'S OBLIGATIONS 


UNDER INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON CIVIL AMD POLITICAL RIGHTS. ~ 


AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL INGUIRY TOESTABLISII RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE RECENT VIOLENCE SHOULD BE SET ОР, THE IC! SAID; AMD THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE SHOULD BE PROSECUTED REGARDLESS OF THEIR POSITION, 
CENDS) 
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ori Lanka's Abuse 
Of Human Rights 









While world attention has focused 
on vioient conflict in Sri Lanka be- 
wveen the mainly Buddhist Sinhalese 
majority and largely Hindu Tamil 
minority, insufficient attention has 
been paid to the Government's civil 
rights record. Yet it is precisely at a 
time when the Government has 


sought a return to the rule of law and | 


a reduction in ethnic conflict, in a 
country often cited as a model of 
third-world democratic development, 
thata demonstration of its respect for 

ig would take on heightened im- 
portant. 

Much news coverage has focused 
on violence used by small Tamil ex- 
tremist separatist groups, which 
nave carried out several attecks in 
the past. One claimed responsibility 
fcr the ambush of 13 soldiers in July 
thar triggered the recent indiscrimi- 
nate, widespread reprisals against 
the Tamils and led to violence that re- 
sulted in more than 300 deaths. Such 
Tamil killings, and those by the Sin- 
hatose, have been widely and rightly 
condemned, 

The Government has repeatedly 
denied that its security forces violate 
fundamental rights. However, as 
head of an Amnesty International 
fact-finding mission in January 1982, 
I received first-hand evidence that in- 
communicado detention under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act was 


widespread, and that the army and 
police regularly tortured political 
suspects and carricd out political kill- 
ings in June 1981, similar to those re- 
cently confirmed by President J. Р. 
Jayawardene. I believe that recent 
« llings by security authorities follow 
& pa^tern previously set. 

President Jayawardene confirmed 
on /.ug. 7 that the armed forces had 
killed at least 20 innocent Tamils in 





Resolution 


assed b 


By Orville H. Schell 


the north, saying that the army had 
withheld information from him about 
these excesses. The Tamils, including 
an 83-year-old teacher, apparently 
were slain in retaliation by the army, 
imr ediately after the killing of the 13 
soldiers. The authorities are under- 
stood to have waived the usual re- 
quirement of holding an inquest. 

The Government must bear full re- 
sponsibility for these breaches of the 
right to’ life and other violations of 
human rights, especially in light of 
the wide powers that in recent years 
it hes given to the security forces, 
which apparently have interpreted 
them as a license to act with impuni- 
ty. 

The 1979 Prevention of Terrorism 
Act, for example, allows people to be 
held incommunicado for up to 18 
months without trial, thus creating 
classical conditions for torture. Most 
recently, emergency regulation 15A 
permits the army and police to bury 
or cremate dead bodies without in- 
quest procedures or à post-mortem. 

When Amnesty International vis- 
ited, it learned that prisoners were 
held incommunicado for long periods 
and in some cases in solitary confine- 
ment for more than eight months. 
Torture during this period was said to 
include hanging victims upside down 
from hooks, beating them with metal 
bars and driving needles under toe- 
nails and fingernails. 

Amnesty also investigated the 
death of Tamils apparently shot or 
beaten to death by security forces in 
June 1981 after the shooting of two po- 
lice officers. Two young Tamils 
rounded up at the time told us they 
were taken to lonely spots, shot by a 
police officer and left to die. Although 
one is now handicapped, both some 
how survived. Before being shot, one 





said, he was told by the officer: “You 
people.are shooting Sinhalese so we 
are shooting Tamils." It is regretta- 
ble that the Government did not insti- 
tute an independent investigation to 
establish responsibility for these kill- 
ings and take measures against those 
responsible. Instead, one police offi- 
cial involved was promoted and 
emergency legislation was intro- 
duced, facilitating further killings. 

Clearly, the Government faces seri- 
ous internal security problems. 1t has 
a responsibility to bring to trial those 
responsible for violent acts. In addi- 
tion, it has a responsibility under the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, to which Sri Lanka is 
а party, to make sure that torture and 
political killings are never used — 
even in a national emergency. 

There is still hope that the Govern- 
ment of Sri Lanka will respect the 
tradition of upholding the rule of law. 
Unless it upholds its own laws, and in- 
ternational human rights commit- 
ments as well, it is highly unlikely 
that there can be any real solution to 
Sri Lanka’s problems. Now, with 
calm apparently restored, the Gov- 
ernment could conduct a full review 
of past events and take steps to pro- 
tect human rights such as ending in- 
communicado detention and creating 
independent machinery to investigate 
reports of torture and political kill- 
ings, with published findings and pro- 
ceedings against those held responsi- 
ble. Those who care about democracy 
in Sri Lanka should urge the Gover- 
ment to do so. 





Orville H. Schell, former president of 
the New Yorh City Bar Association, is 
chairman of the Americas Watch 
Committee. 
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79 
The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities,: 


Deeply concerned about the recent communal violence in Sri Lanka, 
which cost severe loss of lives and property, 


Recalling that Sri Lanka has ratified both the International Cov- 
enant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 


Recognising that the Government of Sri Lanka has sought to reduce 
ethnic tension and to foster national harmony, 


Noting with concern that despite these efforts the relationship 
between the ethnic communities seems to have deteriorated, 


1. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the Government of 
Sri Lanka to submit information on the recent communal violence 
in Sri Lanka, including its efforts to investigate the incidents 
and to promote national harmony, and to submit any information 
received from the Government of Sri Lanka to the Commission on 
Human Rights at its fortieth session; 





2. Recommends to the Commission on Human Rights that it should 
examine the situation in Sri Lanka in the light of all available 
information. ` 
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62. Mr. MASUD said he wished to draw attention to the serious situation in 

Sri Lanka and hoped that the Sub-Commission would examine it purely from the point 
of view of human rights, since a historical and pelitical analysis would require 
too much time. 


63. Sri Lanka was a sovereign independent State with a population of between 

15 and 16 million, some 20 per cent of whom were "amil-speakers. Tamil was not only 
a national language in Sri Janka but also the official language of the State of 
Tamil Nadu ~ better known, perhaps, as Madras - in southern India. That linguistic 
minority consisted in part of the descendnnts of immigrants from India who had 
arrived centuries previously and in part of tho descendants of persone of Indian 
origin imported from-southern India by the British in the nineteenth century to work 
on tea and rubber plantations. 


64 During the current year, following the abduction of three Tamil girls by 

Sri Lankan army personnel, a retaliatory ambush by a few extremists had resulted in 
the death of 13 soldiers. Оп 25 and 24 July, the entire armed forces had revenged 
themselves by slaughtering ‘Tamils, including women and children, and looting and 
burning their property. Those killed included people imprisoned without being 
charged under the 1979 Prevention of Terrorism Act. Following the elections in May 
of the current year, public security orders had been passed authorizing the army 

to dispose of dead bodies without any post-mortem. 


65. The press, instead of condemning the murder and arson, had incited the 
Singhalese armed forces against the Tamil civilian »opulation by spreading false 
rumours, e.g. reporting that the Indian army was planning to invade Sri Lanka. The 
Government of India had, in fact, reacted to those events with a commendable 
moderation that had been praised by much of the Western press. 


G6. He urged the Sub-Commission to appeal to the Government of Sri Lanka without 
delay, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to ensure protection of 
the life and property of minorities and relief and rehabilitation of victims, and 
to initiate a democratic process of negotiated settlement of burning issues such as 
employment, language and security, with the Tamil-speaking people of Sri Lanka. 


67. He also wished to. mention the invaluable services rendered by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, the Indian Red Cross and the Sri Lankan Red Cross which 
had co-operated in providing relief for 70-80,000 refugees, and also Amnesty 
International which had vrovided valuable documentation. 
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81. Mr. JAYAKODDY (Observer for Sri Lanka) said that any discussion of the events 
in his country in July must have as its starting-point the activities of the Tamil 
separatist movement, which since 1976 had sought to divide Sri Lanka and, by 
recourse to terror, to create in the north and east of the country a separate 
State on racist lines called Eelam. ' Despite those intrigues Sri Lanka would 


remain the unitary State it'had always been since becoming independent on 
4 February 1948. 


82. Between 1976 and 22 July 1905, 75 persons had been. murdered by Eelam 
terrorists, including 51 Tamils, 21 Sinhalese and one Muslim. The massacred 
Tamils had advocated a non-violent democratic solution or had co-operated with 
the Sri Lankan Government in trying to settle existing problems. Sympathizers 
with the separatist movement, in Sri Lanka and abroad, did not say a word about 
those brutal killings or of the many other acts of terrorism. Those who accused 
the Sri Lankan Government of human rights violations said nothing about the 
fundamental ríghts of those savagely butchered by tne supporters of Eelam. 


85. The acts of terrorism and destabilization by Eelam were not new and today 
extended to Europe. The previous week, at the very moment when Mr. Masud was 
denouncing the violence in Sri Lanka, it appeared that an Eelam separatist group 
claiming political asylum in Switzerland had brutally assaulted a Pakistani 
national at Berne, mistaking him for a Sinhalese. Others had not hesitated, a 
few days earlier at Geneva, to speak of the President of Sri Lanka in scandalous 
terms. That was the true face of Eelam terrorists. 


84. It was in the context of the campaign of terror in the north that the 

Sri Lankan authorities in 1979 had adopted the Prevention of Terrorism Act, similar 
to legislation adopted by several democratic States such as Australia, Canada, 
India and the United Kingdom, to safeguard the integrity and sovereignty of the 
State and protect the life and rights of all citizens. 


85. The Eelam canpaign of terrorism had reached its climax on 25 July, when 
terrorists had killed 15 soldiers in an ambush in the Northern Province. The 
incidents which had been sparked off afterwards at Colombo and in otner parts of 
the country had been a spontaneous reaction, in no way orchestrated by the 
authorities. In any case there had not been, as some claimed, a wave of genocide. 
The Government had done everything to restore order as soon as possible, and for 
that reason, it had not hesitated to taxe the sternest neasures. The Sri Lankan 
authorities, deeply regretted the tragic events and had vehemently condemned the 
acts of. communal violence, whatever their origin, and they would leave no stone 
unturned to bring to justice all those responsible for killings, violence and acts 
of destruction no matter who they were and regardless of their status, ideology 

or political alignments. There would be no exceptions. At the same time, the 
Government was determined to do everything possible to prevent the recurrence 

of any such incidents. _ 


86. “It had been claimed that the killing by terrorists of 15 soldiers on 

23 July was in retaliation for the kidnapping of three Tamil girls. An official 

of the World Council of Churches at Geneva had even affirmed that the girls in 
question had been raped and had committed suicide. None of that was true. It 
nad also been said that prisoners had been killed by the army in their cells at 
Colombo. That was falsé. The judicial inquiry had established that the prisoners 
in question had been killed by other prisoners in two prison riots. Finally, it 
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пай veen alleged that the armed forces had killed а great number of Tamils. That 
too was. totally false. The armed forces had killed 37 persons in the Northern 
Province, following the ambush of 23 July, but there had been no mass killings. 
The total number cf victims resulting from the week of violence was 387; it was 
therefore false to assert. that thousands of people had been massacred, to speak of 
genocide or to say that the Government had remained inactive, even if, in certain 
isolated cases, government agents had pernaps been negligent. 


87. At no time had a канай акен pattern of violation of human rights ever been 
observed in Sri Lanka, and Mr. Eide had referred to the country as a model of 
democracy . During the past six years, Sri Lanka had strengthened domestic 
institutions, had enshrined all fundamental rights in the Constitution, had created 
judicial procedures for the protection of all citizens, and had scrupulously 
observed the intornational instruments re lating to human rights. All that could 
not ое swept aside because an isolated communal conflict had occurred. The 

Sri Lankan Governmont had done, and would continue to do, everything to ensure the 
protection of the life and human rights of its citizens; and it was by that 
yardstick that it must be judged. To show its good will, it had not hesitated 

to епаэсс in a dialogue with the Tamil people's representatives. There remained, 
of course, much to bc done, but tho Government would spare no effort to achieve а 
result. 


33. In cenclusien, he expressed his satisfaction that Mr. Hadi and Mr. Masud 
had tackled the complex and delicate problem in a fair-minded way and in a spirit 
ld 


of ccnciiliation. Nothing must be done that wou mplicate an already very 
difficult situacion. : 


о Ww 
о к 
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PREFACE 


The people of Ceylon have seen how the mutual respect and 
good will which existed between two races for several hundred 
years was destroyed within the relatively brief period of thirty 
months. 

This book, most of which was written during those long, 
tense curfew nights of May and June 1958, is a record of the 
events, passions and under-currents which led to the recent 
communal crisis, and of the more remarkable instances of 
man’s inhumanity to man in those hate-filled days. It is also 
an account of the rapid disintegration of the old-established 
order of social and economic relationships in so far as it con- 
tributed towards the disaster which overtook the country. 

Social and economic change was perhaps inevitable and 
probably necessary. Unfortunately the men who had been 
given a popular mandate to initiate and carry out the change 
proved to be incapable of preventing the process from de- 
generating into nation-wide chaos. The new order could have 
been brought about without bloodshed and searing religious 
or communal bitterness by the firm application of the law of 
the land without fear or favouritism and by statesmanship 
which resolutely withstood the temptation to yield to the 
shrill dictates of expediency. 

When a Government, however popular, begins to pander to 
racial or religious emotionalism merely because it is the 
loudest of the raucous demands made on it, and then meddles 
in the administration and enforcement of law and order for 
the benefit of its favourites or to win the plaudits of a crowd, 
however hysterical it may be, catastrophe is certain. 

At the risk of losing the monumental support of the anti- 
Muslim Congress sympathizers, Mahatma Gandhi once said: 


No cabinet worthy of being representative of a large mass of man- 
Kind can afford to take any step merely because it is likely to win the 
hasty applause of an unthinking public. In the midst of insanity, 


should not our best representatives retain sanily and bravely prevent 
a wreck of the ship of state under their care? 


Can anyone doubt that if this glorious principle of states- 
manship had been applied in Ceylon the bloodbath of 1958 
could have been avoided? 

Many Ceylonese—Sinhalese and Tamils—lost their lives 
in the riots of May and June. Many of them lost their children, 
their property, their means of livelihood and some even their 
reason. In Colombo, Jaffna, Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, 
Batticaloa, Eravur, Kurunegala and many other places where 
the two communities clashed the ugly scars will remain tender 
long after time has buried the physical signs of chaos. There is 
no sense in putting the blame on one community or the other. 
A race cannot be held responsible for the bestiality of some of 
its members. Neither is there any sense in trying to find a final 
answer to the question: who started it—was it the Sinhalese or 
the Tamils? The answer depends entirely on how far back in 
events you want to go—a never-ending and unrewarding 
pastime. 

Emergency ’58 ends with a question: ‘Have we come to the 
parting of the ways?’ 

Many thoughtful people believe that we have. Others, more 
hopeful, feel that the bloodbath we have emerged from has 
purified the national spirit and given people a costly lesson in 
humility. 
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There is, perhaps, a more practical way to think about it. "n FOREWORD 
The problems of Ceylon—spcial, economic, political, religious . : 
and racial—are minute compared to those faced by India or In promoting the advance to self-government and indepen- 
Indonesia. This is a small country with a relatively tiny popu- dence of the various сойицишез comprised within the 
lation. The physical difficulties of distance which confront the British Commonwealth aud Empire, the relations of ос й 
governments of large land masses are absent here. Ceylon is кашаны wid constituted oneof Неон tontentious 
one of the few countries in the world which is not squashed and complicated problems аа ыы SUGESTIVE British 
economically by a heavy defence-budget. | nd pes woes эсш Mia a „ш 
What is lacking is responsible leadership among both com- pro 2 s n а е уоп, наа SENINE 
munities and statesmanship at the centre of government. We won "nk mig ї fad de honour to tede 
now know the cost of postponing decisions and surrendering Chai MF ted. by the British. G Ў 
wretchedly to political expediency when problems, which 1 aiman, was appointed Uy the Ктин SOvemmen: и 
944, to examine and discuss proposals for the constitutional 
reform of Ceylon. It did not take long to discover that thc 
relations of minorities to majorities, and particularly of the 
Tamil minority in the northern and eastern provinces to the 
Sinhalese majority further south, were in the words of the 
Commission’s report ‘the most difficult of the many prob- 
lemis involved’, The Commission had of course a cursory 
knowledge of the age-long antagonism between these two 
communities, but might have been less hopeful of a solution 
had Mr. Farmer's book been available to underline the 
deplorable effect of centuries of troubled history upon the 
Ceylonese of today. The Commission devoted a substantial 
portion of its report to this minority question, and stated that 
it was satisfied that the Government of Ceylon was fully 
aware that the contentment of the minorities was essential 
not only to their own well-being but to the well-being of the 
island as a whole. And to quote the Commission's report: 


often thrive on neglect, assume massive proportions. Is it not 
possible for a small people like us to throw away the labels 
which have divided us, one group from another, and work to- 
wards a national rather than a sectional ideal? ‘here is no 
dearth of men who have the intelligence and the desire to 
work for this aim. Is it impossible to get them together? 

Emergency ’58 is not likely to please every reader. On the 
contrary, it is certain to displease many. I do not know how to 
write with text-book discretion about the suffering we saw 
around us and the terror and the hate on the faces of people 
we had known all our lives. Human history can never be a 
chronological festoon of events held together by nicely defined 
causes. ‘The story of a man is the story of a succession of states 
like love, fear, hate, indecision, self-assurance, ecstasy, de- 
pression. 

The story of the race riots of 1958 is a story of violence, un- 
reason, anger, jealousy, fear, cynicism, vengeance and many ‘If it were otherwise, no safeguard that we could devise 
other states of heart and mind which the people of Ceylon ex- would in the long run be of much avail.’ Recent years 
perienced. I have presented it like that and, therefore, I will have shown that this observation was only too true. 


freely admit that Emergency '58 is opinionated. But I make one But had Mr. D. S. Senanayake, the first Prime Minister 
claim for the book: it has been written with the old journalistic of independent Ceylon, lived I cannot believe that the 
saw in mind : facts are sacred, comment ts free. shocking events of 1958 and the grave tension that now 


Many friends helped me to write this book because they be- exists between Tamils and Sinhalese would ever have 
lieved that the facts must be recorded. I shall not list their 


names, as is customary, for the very simple reason that I would occurred. Mr. Senanayake would have : scorned the 
prefer not to involve them unnecessarily in any official reac- spurious electoral advantages that a less far-sighted Sinha- 


tion which Emergency '58 may provoke. lese politician might expect to reap from exploiting the 
| pv, religious, linguistic and cultural differences between the two 
Colombo '58. communities, for it was his policy to make Ceylon a united 


nation and, as he told the State Council in November 1946 
Pe in his great speech recommending the proposals of the 
British Government, ‘The Tamils are essential to the 
welfare of this island’, 
Unhappily and for reasons indicated by Mr. Farmer, 
CEYLON the death of Mr. D. S. Senanayake led to the eventual 
adoption of a different policy which he would never have 
countenanced. Needless to say the consequences have been 
- 1 а bitter disappointment to myself and my fellow Com- 
A Divided Nation missioners. While the Commission was in Ceylon, the 
‘speeches of certain Sinhalese politicians calling for the 
solidarity of the Sinhalese and threatening the suppression 
of the Tamils emphasised the need for constitutional 
B. Н. FARMER safeguards on behalf of that and other minorities, despite 
the confidence felt by the Commission in Mr. D. S. Senana- 
yake and any Government under his control. As Sir Charles 
Jeffries has put it in his admirable book, Ceylon—The Path to 
| Jndependence, "The Soulbury constitution . . . had entrenched 
; in it all the protective provisions for minorities that the 
The Right M cus ia pie ch M Soulbury wit of man could devise’. Nevertheless—in the light of later 
, happenings—I now think it is a pity that the Commission 
did not also recommend the entrenchment in the consti- 
Issued under the auspices of the tution of guarantees of fundamental rights, on the lines 
Institute of Race Relations — enacted in the constitutions of India, Pakistan, Malaya, 
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` саз I hope, Mr. Farmer’s book will influence public 


opinion in that direction, he will have made a notable 
contribution to the pcace and prosperity of Ceylon. 


on the goodwill, common sense and humanity of the Govern- 


Sinhalese will depend not on constitutional guarantees but 
ment in power and the people who elect it. 


ht take note of the 

the Áfrican con- 
*Fundamental 

ched in the constitutions of all 


countries’, Nevertheless the reconciliation of Tamils and 


Lagos two years ago: 
hts, especially the right to individual liberty, 


ng 


Perhaps in any subsequent amendment of Ceylon's 
proclamation made by the delegates at 


constitution those in authority mig 
ference which met in 


should be written and entren 


human 
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Article 1 


All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 
They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 


Article 2 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in 
this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other apinion, nation- 
al or social origin, property, birth or other status. 


l'urthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the 
political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 
territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, 
trust, non-self governing or under any other limitation of 
sovereignty. 


Article 10 

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing 
by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination 
of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against 
him. 


Article 19 

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; 
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference 
and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through 
any media and regardless of frontiers. 


Article 20 
(1) Everyone has the right to, freedom of peaceful assembly 
and association. 


(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 


_ ee 
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INTRODUCTION 





Phe outbreak of communal violence in 1977 between the 
Sinhalese majority and the Tamil minority of Sri-Lanka 
(formerly Ceylon) attracted world attention once more to 
the ethnic problems of the island. Ironically, and tragically, 
the riots closely followed the eleetion victory of Mr 

Junius Jayawardene's United National Party, which was 
determined to make concessions to the Tamils’ aspirations 
for greater security and equality of educational and 
economic opportunity. 


The result has been that, tar from ‘solving the Tamil 
problem once and for all', as one UNP leader had hoped, 
the new government is faced with a more explosive situa- 
поп than ever before, in which the Tamil United Libera- 
tion Front, now the main parliamentary Opposition after 
winning the electoral support of the majority of Tamils 
in the Northern Province, is openly pledged to the 
division of Sri-Lanka into two separate states. Further- 
more, a portion of Tamil youth appears to support 
underground groups which have begun assassinations of 
people they consider traitors, and acts of sabotage. 


The 2.6 million Tamils of Sri-Lanka, who are about a 
fifth of the island's population of 12.7 million, form two 
more or less distinct communities — although recent 
events have tended to drive them together both physically 
and emotionally. The 1.2 million plantation workers, 
known as Indian Tamils, were brought over from India 
as indentured cheap labour in the last century, and their 
status has become increasingly uncertain in recent years. 
The 1.4 million indigenous, or ‘Ceylon Tamils’, regard 
themselves as a separate, predominantly Hindu nation, 
because they have been on the island tor at least as long 
as the Buddhist Sinhalese. 


The Ceylon Tamils live and cultivate land mainly in the 
Northern and Eastern provinces, but they also have a 
substantial stake in Colombo and other Southern cities. 
Unlike the Indian Tamils, they are a relatively prosperous 
and educationally advanced group. But many of their 
leaders and spokesmen, and many of their youth, feel 
they have an even bigger national problem than the Indian 
Tamils. Ever since Sri-Lanka's independence in 1948 

they have seen signs that the Sinhalese majority was using 
its overwhelming parliamentary strength to deprive them 
of their economic position, destroy their separate national 
identity and, indeed, make them ‘second class citizens’. 
Many of the Sinhalese, in their turn, have long felt that 
the Tamils have enjoyed disproportionate educational 
advantages and consequently ‘unfair’ prosperity. More- 
over, the presence across the narrow straits of some fifty 
million fellow Tamils in the Indian State of Tamilnadu 
has given rise to fears that the Büddliist Sinhalese nation 
"might somehow be overwhelmed by a much larger 

Hindu one. | 


The Tamils’ fears were heightened by the passage of the 
1972 republican Constitution, which made ‘Sinhala Only’ 
the basis of administration without giving specific status 
to Tamil, or to Hinduism. This situation created a new 
sense of unity among thé Tamils of both communities and 


introduced а new note of extremism - including demands 
lor secession - into the ethnic politics of the island. 

Mr Jayawardene's new government in 1978 attempted to 
remove some of these grievances. It abolished a form of 
discrimination in university selection known as 'standardi- 
zation’, which had blatantly favoured Sinhalese students, 
and the new Constitution promulgated in September 

1978 for the first time recognized Tamil as a,‘national 
language’ alongside Sinhalese, which remained the ‘official 
language’. However, by September 1978 these concessions 
appeared to have come too late. The Constitution was 


rejected by the TULF because it made no concessions to 


regional autonomy, and Front leaders felt there was no 
guarantee that formal language rights incorporated in the 
Constitution would be honoured in practice. 


"The fact that in the towns and villages, in business houses and in 
boutiques most of the work is in the hands of the Tamil-speaking 
people will inevitably result in a fear, and I do not think an 
unjustified fear, of the inexorable shrinking of the Sinhalese 
language...” Mr SW R D Bandaranaike in the 

House of Representatives, October 1955 


ж * * ж 


‘From all this it would appear that the policy of Government, 
though not expressly stated, is the relegation of the Tamils to the 
status of second-class citizens, and the eventual liquidation of the 
Tamils as a racial minority, and their absorption into the Sinhalese 
community.’ Document for the International Commission 
of Jurists, prepared by the Ceylon 
Institute of National and Tamil Affairs, 1974 


* * 9 ж 


"I went to the office of the Government Agent in Colombo in July 
1973. In order to find my way to the officer whom I wanted to 
meet, I saw a board in Sinhala only. I enquired in English from the 
clerk who was seated behind the counter as to what it said. His 
reply in Sinhala was "don't you know how to read Sinhala?” 
l replied in English that I cannot understand what he said. He said 
in Sinhala: “Go and learn Sinhala and come back." A bystander 
then told me what the board conveyed.’ 
Mr V Manicavasagar, former Supreme Court | 
Judge, quoted in document by CINTA for ^ 
the ICJ, 1974 


* * ж * 


"Two thousand four hundred and forty-six years ago a colony of 
Aryans trom the city of Sinhapura in Bengal ... sailed in a vessel 


‘in search of fresh pastures... The descendants of the Aryan 


colonists were called Sinhala after their city, Sinhapura, which 


‘was founded by Sinhabahu, the lion-armed king. The lion-armed 


descendants are the present Sinhalese, in whose veins no savage 
blood is found. Ethnologically, the Sinhalese are a unique race, 
inasmuch as they can boast that they have no slave blood in them, 
and were never conquered by either the pagan Tamils or European 
vandals who for three centuries devastated the land, destroyed 
ancicnt temples, burnt valuable libraries, arid nearly annihilated 
the historic race... This bright, beautiful island was made into a 
paradise by the Aryan Sinhalese before its destruction was brought 
about by the barbaric vandals...’ 

Anagarika Dharmpala, 

History of an ancient civilisation, 1902 


* © ж : * * 








In 1974, in a gesture intended as placatory to the Tamil 
conmunity, Mrs Bandaranaike went to Jaffna to open a 
new Campus of the University of Ceylon, It was her first 
appearance in the Tamil stronghold as Prime Minister. 
The concession was welcomed by many, as seemed 
evident from the crowds she drew. But the more sceptical 
Tamil nationalist view was put by Mr K Nesiah. former 
lecturer ín Education at the University of Sri-Lanka and 

à recognized authority. “Ахап answer to our fifty-year old 
demand for our own University, this new campus is in effect a 
fraud. It was supposed to be a science faculty but infact provides 
only pure and applied mathematics and statistics. There are 135 
students now and later these will be 400. Only one-fifth are Tamils. 
No new building was provided and the new faculty was housed 

at Jaffna College, the long-established centre of Tamil education 
and one of the earliest institutions of secondary education in Asia. 
Jaffna College is from now on only a high school and in another 
two years it will have to move or be dissolved’ 20. 


A Tamil writer has pointed out that ‘Ceylon is the only 
country in the world that has failed to provide for the teaching of 
the official language in all the schools of the country"?! Et is 
indeed one of the most alarming aspects of the language 
‘impasse that in protest against ‘Sinhala-only’, the authori- 
ties in the Northern Province have refused to introduce 
Sinhala in elementary schools there, and the government 
has taken no steps to compel them to дово, This puts 
Tamil students at a disadvantage in competing for 
government-controlled jobs, and perpetuates and aggra- 
vates the central Tamil grievance, | 


Employment 


a 


The Tamils also feel they are being squeezed vut of the 
admittedly privileged position they used fo hold in the pub- 
lic service, which has long been their biggest indeed their 
only major -- industry. Apart from Colombo, many edu- 
cated Tamils used to find employment in Malaysia ап 
avenue which is now closed. At independence, about 30% 
of government service admissions were Tamils, but today 
the percentage is down to around 6. Out of 100 people 
selected in the 1973 Administrative Service Examination, 
only four were Tamils and two Muslims; the rest were 
Sinhalese, 

The number of Tamil teachers is also dwindling. According 
to Mr Nesiah, out of 23,000 teachers appointed between 
1971 and 1974, 18,000 were Sinhalese, 1,867 Tamils and 
2,507 Muslims. In the same period 3,500 Tamil teachers 
were retired — so the net number of Tamil teachers is de- 
clining. In the police, Tamil admissions are down to two 
or three per cent. In the Army there are still Tamil senior 
officers but they are not being replaced. 


A trade union of Tamil Government Servants, the Arasanga 
Eluthu Vinaya Sangam, has calculated the decline in Tamil 
representation in government service as follows: 


1956 1965 1970 
PERCENTAGES 

Ceylon Administrative 
Service 30 20 5 
Clerical Service 
(incl. postal, railway, : ‘ 
hospital & customs) 50 30 5 
Professions (engineers, 
doctors, lecturers) 60 30 10 
Armed. Forces 40 20 
Labour Forces 40 20 5 
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The CINTA memorandum to the 1CJ says that in the 
private sector ‘the chances of a Tamil securing employment.is 
negligible, if-he is not Sinhala educated. In government-managed 
corporations recruitment is at the discretion of the M inister and 
not by open competition. The chances of a Tamil securing 
employment are very rare.” 


- Colonization 


rk 
State-sponsored colonization schemes which have put 
considerable numbers of Sinhalese settlers in predominant- 
ly Tamil areas are a pringipal grievance of the minority. It 
is justified by the Government on the natural ground 
that in a united country no part can be the preserve of any 
ethnic group. But the Tamils see it as a deliberate attempt 
to deprive their areas of continuity and tlius decrease their 
communal bargaining power. They point out that hardly 
any Tamils have been settled under official auspices 

in Sinhalese areas. 


This colonization has figured in inter-communal negotia- 
tions at almost every stage. In the Bandaranaike- 
Chelvanayakam Pact it was agreed to give the proposed 
regional councils power to select candidates for coloniza- 
tion Schemes. i ` 


In the tinited Fronts memorandum to the ICJ it is 
poirited out that colonists in the Eastern province were 
sufficiently numerous for the creation of a new constitu- 
ency to return a Sinhalese member. The CINTA 
Memorandum gives the following figures: 


Increase of 


TAMILS SINHALESE Sinhalese 
1953 1971 1953 1971 in Tamil area 
Jaffna 477,304 673,043 6,183 - 20,402 14,219 
Batticaloa 130,381 246,582 31,174 294,150 62,976 
Trincomalee 37,517 73,255 15,296 55,308 40,192 
Puttalam 9,010 30,994 31,587 309,298 277,711 


In 1978 Tamil spokesmen complained that the momentum 
of colonization was greater than ever. They referred in 
particular to the Mahaveli Diversion project, supported by 
the World Bank, in the Eastern and Northern provinces, 
under which Sinhalese families were being brought in from 
the South. They pointed out that the Maduruoya Scheme 
in the Eastern Province, backed by Canadian assistance, 
was having the same effect. 


The United National Party Government 
eee 


The general election of July 1977 completely changed Sri- 
Lanka’s political landscape, dismissing Mrs Bandaranaike's 
seven-year-old government, bringing to power MrJR 
Jayawardene’s United National Party (UNP), and elevating 
the Tamil United National Liberation Front to the status 
of principal Opposition, after capturing all 14 seats in the 
Northern Province and a further three out of ten seats fh 
the Eastern Province. One additional seat in the central. 
hill country was won by the Ceylon Workers Congress, a 
constituent member of the TULE, 
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In the North the TULF, fully plédged to separate Tamil 
statehood, won 68.5% of the more than 400,000 votes 
cast. In the Eastern Province, which has a mixed popula- 
tion of some 300,000 Tamils, 245,000 Tamil-speaking 
Moslems and 167,000 Sinhalese, the TULP scored 31.4% 
of the vote. 


The election transformed the political fortunes of the 
Tamil minority in two opposite directions. In making such 
concessions as the abolition of ‘standardization’ in 
university admissions, and recognizing Tamil as a national 
language in the Constitution, the new Government held 
out the hope of a new dialogue and a move away from 
extremism on both sides. Furthermore, Mr Jayawardene 
"was planning to follow up his concessions by holding a 
round table conference, aimed specifically at finding ways 
of removing discrimination in employment and education. 
On the other hand, the outbreak of inter-communal 
violence within a month of the election made the atmo- 
sphere more tense than it had been for several years. 
There were signs that some at least of the murderous 
attacks had been deliberately instigated with the aim of 
preventing a new understanding between the two 
communities. 


zg 


The trouble began in Jaffna, capital of the Northern 
Province, when Sinhalese policemen, believed to have been 
loyal to the defeated Sri-Lanka Freedom Party of Mrs 


Bandaranaike, acted provocatively by bursting into a 

Tamil carnival. In the violent altercation that followed the 
police opened fire and four people were killed. A wave ol 
rioting followed, spreading quickly to the South? The 
upheaval followed the pattern of previous ones and, as 
before, there were signs of provocation and concertation. 
Among 1,500 people arrested were several known Sinhalese 
extremists, accused of instigating violence against Tamils. 
Martin Wollacott reported in The Guardian from Sri- Lanka 
(27 August 1977): ‘it looks very much as if disgruntled Free- 


- dom Party leaders in many places saw an opportunity to embarrass, 


the Government and, with the collusion of some l'reedom Party 


. police appointees and of local gangsters, organized and encouraged 


the attacks on the Tamils.” A Cabinet statement issued during 
August said ‘Though these criminal acts appeared onthe surface 
to be a communal conflagration, it is believed that there is à 
criminal conspiracy behind it.' . 

An inquiry commission under Mr M C Sansoni was 
appointed by the government to investigate the distur- 
bances. The official death roll 97 Tamils, 24 Sinhalese 
and Muslims and three unknown.people — doubtless erred 
on the side of conservatism. The Tamil Refugee Rehabili- 
tation Organization reported a year later that more than 


: 14,000 people had been through its refugee camps, It said 


that over 2,000 l'amilies of southern origin had sought 
permanent sanctuary in the North and East. Mr Amini 
thalingham, the TULF leader, said the nots ‘vindicated to 
the hil the Front's demand fór an independent state. 
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l. Recent events, particularly relating to ethnic conflict 


between the majoritv Sinhalese population and the minoritv Tamil 


і 
population have created concern about the status of human rights 


in Sri Lanka. This' is unfortunate since Sri Lanka has had one of 


the better records in Asia in the field of human rights. 


Democratic elections have heen held and democratic varliamertary 


institutions maintained since independence in 1948. The country 


recently celebrated 50 years of universal adult suffrage, has had 


a proud tradition of adherence to the Rule of Law and 4 


distinguished judiciary. The oresent government has тал 


explicit commitments to human rights. It has adopted a 


Constitution which includes articles on fundamental rights and 


has ratified International Human Rights Covenants. Although the 


government has made efforts to meet certain ?emands of the 


minority Tamil communitv, the hasie inter-ethnic conflict remains 


unresolved, violence is esecalatine and the government has taken 


measures with regard to terrorism which are in violation of 


international human rights norms. 


бе Violence resultine from racial conflict between th 


majority Sinhalese and minority Tamil communities has reached 


alarming proportions recentlv. The violence ineluces communel 


violence directed against Tamils and violence, by security forces 


Primarily against th: Tamil communitv as well as political 


saakos 


terrorism Һу a small vrouv of Tamil vouths ?: 


primarily 
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against the nolice. Tr June 1981 the oclice engaged in 


widespread arson in the Tamil area of Jaffna in the North of Sri 
Lanka and in August 1981 there was a major outbreak of communal 
violence again directed against Tamils. The communal violence in 
August hac international repercussions since Indian Tamil 
passport holders were killed, their residences burned and many 
were forced to seek refuze. President Jayewardene has admitted 
that some members of his political party have stimulated racial 
intolerance апа violence and has nromised te purge these elements 
from the party and government. 

R; The sources of racial conflict in Sri Lanva are 
historical, economic, cultural and religious. Separate Sinhalese 
and Temil communities existed on the Tsland from the precolonial 
era until the administrative unification of the Island bv the 
British in 1823. The early history of Sri Lanka is replete with 
stories of conflicts between Sinhalese and Tamil kings. During 
the colonial period the Tamils had a disoroportionately high 
percentage of high governmental posts and admission to 
prestigious faculties in higher education. 

ц, Upon independence, the majority Sinhalese population 
imposed certain policies relating to language, religíon, 
education and government service which were perceived by Tamils 
as discriminatory ^ut hv the Sinhalese as compenseting for the 
prior inferior status of Buddhism and the Sinhalese language аз 
well as the nronortionately low percentage of Sinhalese in higher 
education and government service. The Tamils consider these 


policies as intended to maintain them in an inferior status in 
the country. 


Thev point to the fact that Indian Tamils were 
disenfranchised and rendered stateless at the time of 
їлйєрөпдепсе, cutting down the Tamil vote to less than one-third 
in Parliament. The Tamils are thus unable to exercise anv 
effective Parliamentary control over polleiés that discrimina!-^ 
against them. The 1964 agreement between India and Sri Lanka to 
repatriate a certain number of Indian: Tamils апа grant 
citizenship to the rest has not been fully carried out and Indian 
Tamils continue to live and work on plantations in conditions of 
poverty and misery. Sinhala is the official language required 
for government service; civil service emplovees are not reauired 
to learn Tamil. Buddhism is the official religion; equal status 
18 not given to Hinduism, the religion of the majoritv of the 
Tamils. Repression by the police and army in the Tamil areas has 
been a constant cause of concern and apoears to be growing. 
Tamils are unable to compete for admission to university 
faculties or the basis of merit alone; an implicit racial quota 


limits the Tamils to a certain percentage of places. 
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5. The 1958, 1977 апа 1981 communal violence against Tomils 
by the Sinhalese population coupled with the measures relatine to 
language, religion, education, and government service resulted in 
a pervasive sense of insecuritv among Tamils, a demand for 
greater autonomy in Tamil areas and eventually the adontion >v 
the Tamil United Liberation Front, the main Tamil political 


party, of a nolicv of separation cf the Tamil area from Sri Lanka 


and the creation of a separate state of Tamil Eelam. 


6. ТҺа Sinhalese revard the Tamil demand for a senarate 
state as unrealistic since thev helieve that such a state would 
not he viable economically ard politically. They cite the 
unhappy record of divided countries in support of their point of 
view. They also consider the demand for a separate state as 
dangerous since it creates antagonism against Tamils among 
Sinhalese and polarizes the ethnic dispute. It has been claimed 
that the Sinahlese have a minority complex since, although a 
majority within Sri Lanka, thev are a minoritv within Asia. 
There are more than 50 million Tamils in India and other parts of 
Asia. 

7. А small terrorist group known as the Liberation Tigers 
has developed among Tamil youth in the north of Jaffna. This 
group has allecedlv heen responsible for a hank robbery, an 

attack on a volice station, and a number of killings within the 
last six months. The development of terrorism among Tamil vouth 
has been linked to frustration concerning opportunities for 
higher education and government service and assaults against 
Tamils by police. To cope with the terrorist threat the 
government has adopted the Terrorism Act. This Act violates 
norms of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
ratified bv Sri Lanka, as well as other generallv accepted 
international standards of criminal procedure by permitting 
prolonged detention on administrative order without access to 
lawvers and the use of evidence possiblv obtained under düress. 
The Court of Appeal has found in three of four cases hronght 
hefore it concerning detainees.under the Act that violence was 
used against the detainees during detention, The definition of 
an offence under the Act is unduly vague. 

8. The tension between the ethnic communities creates an 
extremely dangerous situation in Sri Lanka which may escalate 
into major violence in the Islard and negate all efforts to 
develop the Island economicallv. Despite long-standing tension, 
grievances and insecurities, the leader of hath communities 


should be prepared to undertake major efforts to resolve the 


ethnic conflict. 
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9. The long-term colutionr to the ethnic confliet in Sri 

. Lanka in the interests of the entire population can only he 
achieved on the basis of respect for the rule of law and relevant 
human rights standards. It is regrettable that certain 
government and United National Partv actions such as the actions 
and remarks of certain government and party members, the actions 
of security forces, the stripping of the civic rights of Mrs. 
Bandaranaike, the Parliamentary vote of no confidence in the 
Leader of the Tamil United Liberation Front as well as the 


adoption of the Terrorism Act have undermined respect for the 


rule of law in Sri Lanka. 
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amesty International's Human Rights Concerns in Sri Lanka under the 


Present Government ке 
Sth vovernment 


While repeatedly affirming its commitment, both internationally 
and nationally, to respect and guarantee universally proclaimed human 
rights, the Sri Lanka Government has in recent years suspended important 
legal safeguards protecting human rights in response to increased demands 
for a separate state by the Tamil minority, accompanied by acts of 
violence occurring in the north of the island. The government, like 
previous administrations, has adopted far-reaching measures that curtail 
fundamental rights under official states of emergency or under de facto 
emergency legíslation. 


During 1978 and 1979 special and emergency legislation was introduced 
which permitted wide powers of arrest and prolonged detention in police 
custody without charge or trial. These legal provisions suspended the 
normal rule that arrested individuals should be brought before a magistrate 
within 24 hours of arrest and that detainees should have regular access to 
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lawyers and relatives - rules designed to protect those in detention. 
In Amnesty International's experience such legal safeguards are an 
extremely important means of preventing detainees from being tortured 
and ill-treated. Their suspension by the UNP government, under the 
Emergency (Miscellaneous Provisions and Powers) Regulations No. 1 of 1979 
and the Proscription of Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and Other 
Similar Organizations Law of May 1978 (both no longer in force), and 
now under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (which, following a recent 
amendment, has become part of the permanent law of the land), was 
accompanied by reports in 1978 and 1979 of arbitrary arrests, detention 
and torture of detainees held under their provisions. The government 
said that those detained were suspected of involvement in criminal 
activities in the north, which it attributed to extremist Tamil 
minority political groups. 


Following the imposition of emergency rule on 11 July 1979, Amnesty 
International received reports that a number of people had been arrested, 
apparently under the provisions of special or emergency legislation, 
and were being held incommunicado and tortured. The seriousness of 
these allegations was illustrated by the fate of six of these young men, all 
reported arrested on 14 July 1979, who subsequently died, Ammesty 
International believes, following torture by the security forces. The 
mutilated bodies of two of them, Kanagaratnam Visvajothiratnam (alias 
Inpam) and -Saravanamuthu Selvaratnam, were found under a bridge in Jaffna 
on the morning of their arrest. Within 48 hours after his arrest by the 
Chavakachcheri police, Aiyadurai Indrarajah was admitted to Jaffna prison 
hospital with multiple injuries. Не died there on 21 July. The bodies 
of the other three, Ramalingam Balendran, Sellathurai Rajeswaran and 
Sellathurai Parameswaran, have never been found. They have "disappeared". 
The government indicated they were never arrested although their families 
maintain there are witnesses to their arrest. The government made these 
-allegations the subject of an inquiry by a Parliamentary Select Committee 
in 1979, but its findings are still not known more than three years 
after the establishment of the committee. 


An Amnesty International delegate who went to Sri Lanka in 1979 · 
discussed these reports with government officials and interviewed 
released prisoners. On the basis of their discussions, the evidence 
presented to the Amnesty International delegate and documentary evidence 
in the form of sworn affidavits subsequently received, Amnesty Inter- 
national concluded that human rights had been seriously violated in the 
period immediately following the declaration of emergency rule on 
ll July 1979, and that there was evidence of systematic torture by the 
police and army.of suspects held in incommunicado detention. These 
conclusions were reflected in a memorandum presented to President 
Jayewardene on 23 May 1980. It included 10 detailed recommendations 
to the government on the restoration of human rights and legal safeguards 
which, Amnesty International believed, if carried out, would have given 
considerable protection to Sri Lankan citizens from such abuses, 

, espectally from violations of the right to freedom from torture and 
arbitrary arrest and detention, such protection being guaranteed by 
international human rights law and the Sri Lanka consitution. The 
text of the memorandum is attached to this report as Appendix B. 


Amnesty International's delegate and the Secretary General of the 
organization met the Acting High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in London 
and discussed these recommendations in November 1980. Although the 
government at that time promised to respond in writing to the memorandum, 
no reply was received. Nor do any measures appear to have been taken 
to carry out the recommendations, apart from the last one calling for 
ratification of the International Covenants on human rights (which has 
been partially carríed out, the government, however, not having ratified 
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights). ; 
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Summary of Findings of the 1982 Amnesty International Mission 


As noted above, during 1981 and until its 1982 mission, Amnesty 
International was not in a position to confirm or deny the reports it 
received of human rights violations - particularly of arbitrary arrest 


and detentíon and torture - being perpetrated by government security 
forces in the north of Sri Lanka. 


On the basis of the interviews its 1982 mission delegates were 
able to have with victims alleging such violations and with their 
relatives, legal representatives and various other witnesses, Amnesty 
International sets out below its findings with respect to the more than 
20 cases that the delegation investigated. The organization recognizes 
the difficulty of verifying conclusively allegations made in every single 
case. It has, however, carefully assessed the credibility of each 
testimony, the consistency between the testimonies and other independent 
reports and past human rights violation patterns previously investigated 
by Amnesty International and reported to the government. 


Amnesty International found that: 


= In every case investigated by the delegates the arrests of "suspects" 
were made by large contingents of army and police officials who did not 
identify themselves, did not produce an arrest warrant and did not 

inform relatives who were present of the grounds for arrest. In every 
case officials subsequently refused to give relatives information about 
the whereabouts of the arrested person and reason for continued 

detention. | | 


- Access to lawyers and relatives by detainees held under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act was refused as a matter of official 
policy. In every case examined by the delegates, those arrested had 
been held incommunicado for long periods, access to lawyers. being 
refused for at least four months and, in most of the cases considered, 
for nine months from the date of arrest. Where access had been granted 
lawyers reported that they had subsequently been hindered by the | 
detaining authorities from meeting their clients and that, in several 
cases, meetings had not been allowed to be held in privacy, as was 
normally the case. Relatives had usually been denied access to those 
arrested, in some cases for more than a year. Five of those whose 
cases were examined by the delegates had been kept in solitary 
confinement for more than eight months after arrest. 


= Despite specific legal and constitutional safeguards, torture was 
reported to have been inflicted on individuals arrested under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act both in army camps and by the police, in 
‘most cases, reportedly by the army. Alleged methods included prolonged 
Ъеаёіпрѕ on many parts of the body, including the soles of the feet; 
suspension upside down accompanied by beating, insertion of needles 
under toes and fingernails and in the arms, and inserting chili powder 
into sensitive parts of the body. Forced drinking of salt or chili- 
infused water after Prolonged denial of food and water and burning or 
asSáults on the sexual organs and other parts of the body have also 
been reported. Statements or "confessions" were reported to have 
frequently been extracted under actual or threatened torture or 111- 
treatment, and, ín several cases, were taken down in a language the 
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detainee did not understand. Detainees were forced to sign statements 
the contents of which were not read back to them. Torture of ‘detainees 
was reported still to be occurfing in army camps in the north, but a 
recent allegation also mentioned torture being inflicted in police 
stations, including a police station ín Colombo (known as the "Fourth 
Floor"). Those released have, in several instances, been threatened 
with reprisals jf they disclosed details about torture or ill-treatment. 
Some of those released are still being harassed and intimidated by the 
security forces, who in some cases, arbitrarily restrict their movement. 


- In the wake of political violence and the shooting of two police 
officers at an election tally in May 1981, several Tamils - apparently 
chosen at random - were stopped and later killed by securíty forces 
during the night of 3/4 June 1981. Amnesty International's mission 
collected evidence about four Tamils who were shot by security forces 
that night (two of them surviving although left for dead) and about 
another Tamil who was beaten to death by the police. 


- Constitutional and legal remedies designed to protect people from 
torture have not provided effective protection. Because of the great 
difficulties of the victims to contact lawyers, and because of threats 
of repercussions, legal restrictions and other practical constraints, 
it is extremely rare for complaints of torture to be made in court. 

As of October 1982 Amnesty International was not aware of any torture 
victim having managed to get redress from the Sri Lanka courts. No 
independent investigations into allegations of torture have been made 
by the government nor are prosecutions against officials known to have 
been initiated and completed under existing legal provisions prohibiting 
torture. . 


= The procedure for handling complaints about and conducting 
investigations into the human rights violations itemized above is 
gravely deficient. Despite verdicts of homicide being returned by the 
magistrate of Jaffna in at least four cases of killing by the security 
forces, as of December 1982 no independent or official investigations 
have been made by the government (although there have been some police 
inquiries), nor have there been any críminal prosecutions. No 
compensation has been granted to any of the Tamil families concerned, 
several of whom have lost their breadwinner. 


= Detainees in army custody reported bad conditions. Several claimed 
to have been kept chained to the wall lying on the ground for as long 

as several months, in unhygienic conditions and without getting any 
exercise. Reading and writing materíals were reported to have nearly 
always been denied. Some individuals complained of seríously restricted 
food and water rations, of physical assaults by the detaining authorities 
and of difficulty in getting medical treatment. 


- In several cases, detainees had been prevented from approaching the 
Advisory Board established under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, although 
the right to appear before the board is granted under the act itself and 
clearly established by the government. Detainees were prevented from 
making representations to the board by officials who professed ignorance 
of its existence, or refused to let detainees have pens or paper to 
forward letters they had written. 
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Professor Virginia Leary's mission 


Conclusions 


The comunal violence of July 1983, compounded by government ineffec- 
tiveness and illegal counterviolence by the armed forces, has resulted in 
"the death of hundreds of Tamils, rendered thousands horeless, caused a major 
refugee movement to the north of the island and devastated the economy of 


the country. 


It is imperative that the government, which is committed to a united 


country, should now take urpent steps to heal the national fabric 
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= by affording, equal proteetion and security to all residents regardless 
of race. In particular, since innocent Tamils unconnected with violence 
or terrorism have been the prime victims, immediate measures should 
be taken to ensure the safety of Tamils in refugee camps, en route to 
Jaffna ог elsewhere in the island, and to convince them that they will 


be adequatcly protected, 


= by facilitating humanitarian assistance to the uprooted and displaced 
Tamils; | 


" by cstablishin, firm control over elements in the armed forces and 
elsewhere which are found to have contributed to the recent violence. 
The killing, of and other attacks on innocent Tamils by the armed forces 


in retaliation for terrerist actions must cuss; 


- by establishing a di&lopgue with l.gitinstó representatives of the 
Tamil population with a view to resoluticn of outstanding grievances. 
National unity can clearly be maintained only with the effective 
political participation of the Таті15 who represent 20$ of thc popu- 


lation; 


by demonstrating its commitment to the Rule of Law throuyh repeal of 
the Prevention of Terrorism Act which violates Sri Lanka's interna- 
tional obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and 


Political Rights to which it is a party; 


ж by the establishrunt of an independent judicial inquiry to investigate 
the causes of the recent violence, the events occurring during the 
violence, and to assess responsibility for the resulting loss of life 
and devastation. The killing of detainces in Walikada prison should 
be the subject of a special investigation. Those responsible for 
arson and killing, should be prosecuted regardless of олу official 


position. 


It is clear that aninosity between tho Singhalese and Tamil conmunities 
nas now reached a level which makes the role of th: government exceptionally 
difficult. The actions of the sovernment during the recent violence appear 
to have Been responsive to prussures from the army forces and the majority 
Singhalese community. Yet, the expressed deam of the government to min- 
tain а united country can only be accomplished if the sovernment represents 
the entire population and affords equal protection to all, not only to the 
Cinghalese majority. . | 


ucneva, August 1983 


Report of Stichting Sri Lankan Werkgroep 


How tointerpret the current crisis in Sri. Lanka 


The current crisis in Sri Lanka should not be seen as simply a racial issue, 
but needs to be understood in a broader context. There is evidence to suggest 
that many recent events have been consciously orchestrated and that the govern- 
ment has taken advantage of what has happened to find a way out of a deteriorat- 
ing economic and political situation. | 

The present Sri Lankan government came to power in 1977 with an over- 
whelming mandate from the population which had suffered the negative effects of 
restrictive policies adopted during the previous Bandaranaike period. The 
"Sinkala nationalism" platform of Mrs Bandaranaike's Sri Lankan Freedom Party 
(SLFP) alienated the country's Tamil minority, as it did other groups; the SLFP 
being effectively annihilated in elections, the Tamil United Liberation Front 
(TULF) was to emerge as the main opposition in the subsequent parliament. 


On assuming power, the United National Party (UNP) initiated a new deve- 
lopment strategy – the so-called "open economy" – and made certain concessions 
to acquire popular consensus for the policy it advocated. For Tamils this meant, 


for example, the inclusion of Tamils within the Cabinet and the recognition of 
Tamil as an official language. 


However, this economic and political strategy generated a number of problems 
and other pressures in the context of which the current crisis must be understood. 
Firstly, impressive economic growth (6.24% a year between 1978 and 1982) was 
to be achieved at the cost of massive foreign borrowing (the country's external 
debt was to rise from Rs 13,321 million in 1977 to Rs 42,534 million in 1982 - 
in short by an enormous 219%). The country's terms of trade deteriorated 
sharply (by 64% over the same short period) and the purchasing power of its tea, 

rubber and coconut exports saw a marked decline. With expectations of a con- 
tinuing poor export performance and increasing pressure exerted by foreign 
creditors, the government has been and is increasingly being forced to consider 
the possibility of introducing draconian expenditure cuts (and particularly wel- 
fare cuts). Not only were these bound to be unpopular, but the political con- 
sequences for the UNP could have been enormous. 


Secondly, there has been mounting opposition within Sri Lanka from many 
groups to specific elements or implications of government policy. Especially 
important in the list of recent events has been the radicalisation of an increasing 
number of disaffected Jaffna Tamils, dissatisfied with the Sinhala emphasis of the 
UNP and lending their support to demands for Tamil regional autonomy. There 
has also been discontent amongst employees in the public sector who have been 
amongst the hardest hit by the erosion of standards of living due to rapid inflation. 
The nationwide strike of August 1980 was a clear manifestation of their discon- 
tent, as a result of which 40,000 people lost their jobs. 


Thirdly, related to both these points, the communal violence that broke out 
in July this year offered the UNP government a convenient opening. On the one 
. hand, the inevitable shortfall in earnings and expenditure cuts can be blamed on 
disturbances, and on the other they provide it with an opportunity to exert greater 
control. This is a pattern that has been followed earlier. The riots of 1977 and 
1981. provided grounds for the introduction of a state of emergency allowing the 
army and police to curb the activities of all opposition groups. 


- Stichting Sri Lankan Workgroep 
Postbox 338 | 
6800 АН Агпһет 
Netherlands 

tel: 085-426021 (working hours only) 
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Finally, parallel to all of this, there has been an effort on the part of the 
President and the ruling party to shore up their position. Constitutional changes 
have seen power increasingly concentrated in an executive presidency. A refer- 
endum has extended.the life of the present parliament, and the introduction of 
proportional representation will serve to ensure that at any time in the future 
the parliamentary majority required to amend the country's constitution in other 
directions will not be obtained. 


In this perspective the present crisis acquires alarming and possibly sinister 
implications. Firstly, despite the introduction of press censorship in early June 
specifically designed to defuse the possibly inflamatory effects of news of terrorist 
activity, it was deliberately lifted to communicate news of the murder of 13 Sinha- 
lese soldiers in the Tamil north. This was ordered in the full knowledge that it 
could well lead to serious disturbances, and these did in fact follow. The possi- 
bility of them occurring was even admitted by the President himself. Secondly, 
there is no evidence of rigid instructions being issued either to the police or to: 
Sri Lankan army personnel to actively intervene to prevent violence to Tamils. 
The indications are that they stood by (or even participated) in the course of the 
violence that subsequently occurred. Thirdly, there were no suggestions that the 
Sri Lankan government identified itself with the predicament of its Tamil popu- 
lation when they were under attack. President Jayewardene took the view that, 
after the killing of Sinhalese soldiers, violent reactions were only to be ex- 
pected, and this in itself appears to have encouraged a fresh wave of violence. 
The political measures taken were initially against Tamils, most notably the de 
facto banning of the parliamentary representation of the Tamil people. 


A final indication of the willingness of the UNP government to use opportunities 
opened up by the violence to its own advantage has been the recent reappraisal of 
forces at work. At the outset the government implicated the TULF in the mounting 
disturbances, only later to shift the blame to "a conspiracy of the Left" — allegedly 
backed by "a major foreign power" — and to ban all Left parties, the (miniscule) 
Communist Party, the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (People's Liberation Front) and 
the Nawa Sama Samaja Party (the New Socialist Party). In doing so it has 
effectively suppressed all organised opposition from political parties. 


Immediate past 


While the brief overview given before would be sufficient to understand what 
actually happened as well as what is now happening, a brief resume of events 
leading up to the present disturbances from the time immediately before the bi- 
elections would be useful. ` 


The bi-elections held in 17 electorates in which there were more votes against 
the governmentthan for it at both the presidential elections and at the Referendum 
posed a definite problem for the government.. It was necessary to have these 
elections in order to save face lost by the referendum (instead of the general 
parliamentary elections for all seats in 1983), The methods used to win the refer- 
endum definitely tainted the democratic facade that government had tried so hard 
to maintain abroad. But voters in these 17 electorates, as well as in many others, 
had quite clearly rejected the oft used slogans of development and anti- S.L.F.P. 
ravings. A new line had to be found. They found it. The government announced, 
the president as well as leading ministers, that they would consider this election 
as well as the local government elections as a referendum to continue with the 
prevention of terrorism-act (P.T.A.) and as an o.k. to suppress the terrorism 
in the north. It challenged the SLFP and the other opposition parties to state where 
they stood on these matters. The SLFP, the leading opposition party replied with 
an equally racist slogan. They appealed to the people to vote for them so that the 
leader of the opposition would be a sinhalese from their party. Only the NSSP 

 Stated that it recognised the right of tamil people to self determination. 


Further incidents followed. ‚То make this slogan effective the racial tensions 
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had to be heightened. They did it. 


The students at Peradeniya University assaulted their Tamil comrades. Never 
before had university students participated in racial attacks. There were wide 
Spread suspicion that students belonging to the UNP-student organisation were 
the initiaters. The truth was really never established. Racial posters carrying 


racial slogans appeared all over the island simultaneously, immediately after 
this. ' | | 


The attack on the Ghandiam Movement, which has been carrned out in all the 
major newspapers on a low key was stepped up. : ле president and the secretary 
of the movement were arrested. Ж 


The events in the north süited the UNP strategy perfectly. The youth: 
announced that the TULF and the Tamil people should boycot the elections and 
they embarked on a campaign of armed terrorising against the candidates. (Only 
local government elections were held in the north) A number,.of UNP candidates 
were shot, others intimidated. -Even Amirtalingam, whose car was taken and left 
in a cemetary, was challenged. All these were given wide publicity. 


It was apparent to all,that, immediately after elections, there was going to 
be big trouble. The voters did not turn up in Jaffna and other areas in the north. 
Only 10% voted. On the day of the elections two soldiers were killed in Jaffna 
followed by a burning of houses in the area and in Jaffna town . an act of retaliatior 
A further killing of two air force personnel in Vavuniya worsened matters. Ihe 
town, Vavuniya was partially burnt. 

Tamil people were áttacked in the trains going to Jaffna. There was racial 
strife, attacking of people in Panadura, Diwulapitiya, Galle, Trinoomalee, 
Kurunagala, and in a few other places. 

So the tragedy escalated over a month. In many places there was an un- 
official curfew. In Trin6omalee there was an official curfew for nearly the 
whole of the month. | 


А deeper look at some of the events, persons involved and factors which played 
a key role in these incidents. 


Two women in Jaffna were raped. One is reported to have committed suicide. 
Some students were reported to have been shot. Thirteen soldiers were killed 
in an attack on an army vehicle. Bodies were not given to the relatives but were 
brought to Colombo. They were cremated in the main cemetary in Colombo, at 
Thimbirigasyaya. There was a large gathering at the funeral. It was 24th 
sunday July. 


After the funeral, on the following day thugs of the UNP were out on the 
roads, they started the attacks. ` 


Report of the investigation by the special investigation unit of the CID 
(criminal investigatior: department of the police) into the alleged conspiracy 
to assassinate his excellency the President, (Published in the 'Island' of 25 
July 1983) starts its report thus: "For many years now, outbreaks of violence 
have unfortunately followed the general elections. On every occasion supporters 
of the winning party have attacked supporters of the losing party. The winning 
party was the UNP in 1977. Severe and organised attacks were unleashed on. 
not only the supporters of the opposing parties, but also on the tamil estate 
workers. These groups organised under various members of parliament, 
ministers and in various government concerns like, Ceylon transport board, 
Ceramic cooperation, Colombo municipality and also in the trade union organi- 
sation of the UNP, the JSS, headed by the minister of Industries, Cyril Mathew, 
have been used from 1977 up till now, continuously to attack, break up, and 
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intimidate ‘opposition party meetings, demonstrations, protest actions and strikes 
(in and before 1980, July general strike), against university students and lectures, 
well known lawyers, Bhuddist monks and temple christian priests, nurses and 
teachers. Nobody has been exempt from their attacks and intimidation. 


These thugs are protected by the politicians. The MP for Kasbewa, person- 
ally went to the police station and released some of his thugs who were arrested 
for attacking opposition groups after the recent by-elections. Sunil Ranjan 
Jayakoddy, m.p. for Polgemhawela, went to the police and got his men out, on an 
earlier occasion. These are just two examples. The thugs who intimidated the 
supreme court judges in May this year were never brought to book, because the 
` government forces covered up for them. These include indirect encouragement by 
the speeches of no less a person than the president himself. 


Also police officers who were convicted of infringements of fundamental rights 
by supreme court were on two occasions given immediate promotions. Supt. of 
police of Gampaha and sub. inspector of Kollupitiya were the two officers to bene- 
fit. 


Law and order were systematically ridiculed, thuggery, intimidation and terror 
used and encouraged continuously. Especially, during the referendum, the govern- 
ment openly flouted the law, used thuggery to get the votes. 


And ofcourse during times af racial unrest and violence as in 1977, 1981 and 
now in 1983 these thugs were even more active and free to do as they like. 


For during these times the police and the army also were more than willing to 
look the other way. The majority of the sinhalese people also were, to say the 
least, silent. The Tamil people living in the southern areas and in the estates 
of the up country were like sheep in front of tigers. | 


In Pettah, Colombo's market, and business centre, most of the tamil shops 
were systematically attacked and then set on fire. Gunesena's, one of the biggest 
bookshops was significantly untouched. There were other sinhalese shops which 
were unharmed. 


The mob which attacked these shops did not loot, they were 
led by the son of Aloysius Mudalali. This man is a well known big businessman 
who has become very rich during the present UNP regime, and he is also known 
as the righthand man of R. Premadas, the prime-minister. Similar attacks 
occurred all over Colombo as well as in the suburbs. In Kellaniya, (five miles 
from Colombo to the north) Cyril Matthew's gang led by Ravindra Randeniya, a 
.well known film actor, did the job. In Dehiwala, Mount Lavinia the mobs were led by 

 Tissa Abeysekara a UNP municipal councilar of Dehiwela/Mount Lavinia. Thugs 
were also brought from as far as, Matara, (100 milesfrom Colombo to the south), 
Balangoda, (70 miles to the inland) and Polgahawela (about 40 miles to the north) 
to participate in the attacks in Colombo. Sunil Ranjan Jayakoddy, the MP for Pol- 
gahawela organised trains and buses for the transport of thugs from Polgahawela. 
This man has a case against him in court for smashing a child on the floor in dec. 


"B2. 


Sirinal de Mel, the secretary of the JSS, was found leading thugs all over 
Colombo especially in the Wellawataarea. In Wattala and Jaela (5 to 10 miles 
north of Colombo) Joseph Micjeal, deputy minister of labour was Ie ading his 
` thugs. In the Maradana area of Colombo thugs of Premadassa, M. H. Mohamed 
(minister of transport, Cyril Matthew, (minister of industries and scientific 
affairs) were active. In Kaluaggala (about 20 miles from Colombo, inland) 
the chief organiser of the UNP stopped buses and cars, pulled out Tamil pas- 
sengers, who were set upon by t he mob and killed. 


Some Bhuddist monks and even students of Ananda college (a leading schcol 
in Colombo) were seen to be active participants. 
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There was a general pattern seen in these attacks. It started іп Colombo and 
then spread to Kandy and the outstations. The electorial lists of voters were used 
to find out the Tamil people, if their houses were occupied by sinhalese, they were 
spared but the property was burnt. i 


Interestingly enough a similar pattern of operating was used even in 1977 post 
election violence. To give just two examples. Thugs from Dømpe came more than 
40 kilometers to attack the poultry farm of the then finance minister Felix Dias 
Bandaranaike's brother in law. The property of the former m.p. for awissawela 
was situated more then 100km. from his electorate, but it was found and plundered. 


| In Ratmalana 17 factories owned by Tamils were burnt. Government authorities 
say that 15.000 people lost their jobs. | . 


In Matale a Hindu temple was burnt, with 35 refugees inside it. A truck kept 


at the police station for safe keeping was also brought into the temple, and set on 
fire, | 5 | | 


Nawalapitiya and Gampola were two other towns in the estate area which were 
systematically burnt. Many Tamils were killed. It seems that some people who 
fled and hid in a mountain were able to save their lives, in Nawalapitiya. Though 
Pettah, the business centre of Colombo, was systematically purged of all Tamil 
business-concerns, the Sea Street, which is the main jewelary center was spared, 
though it is completely dominated by tamil owners. It was given a special army 
. guard. What prompted these special precautions ,: God only knows. The Ceylon 
Workers Congress head office, (the biggest rade union of estate workers, with 
its president Mr. Thondaman, a minister of the present government) was spared, 
though tamil houses around it belonging to the richer groups in this exclusive re- 
sidential area in' Colombo 7 were burning. 


During the whole of these days, from Sunday to Tuesday a curfew was imposed, 
sometimes for 24 hours, but always from 14.00 till the following morning. ‘The 
burning, looting and attacks occurred during the curfew. 


The army and the police simply watched, if at all present. Sometimes they 
were laughing and were enjoying the spectacle. It was strongly alleged that some 
even took an active part. 


The prisoners held in the Welikade prison were attacked twice. Of these the 
majority were only suspects and were held in various places a few weeks ago. They 
were given special guard in this intensive security prison. The first attack re- 
sulted in 37 deaths, the second attack two days later, resulted in 18 more killed 
brutally, with knives and iron bars. Some were even shot. A prison riot is be- 
ing blamed. ` 


After the first wave of attacks in Colombo what remained after the holocaust 
was subject to another attack, triggered by a panic caused by rumours of "tamil 
liberation tigers" in Colombo, No evidence is available of any such attack but it 

‚18 a fact that the UNP used this very effective mode of communication, the rumour, 
(during times of stress when the usual sources of information dry up), in an organ- 
„ised manner during 1975 emergency against the previous government. This panic 
also triggered of а march of about 2000 people against the main refugee camp in 
Ratmalana. It was reportedly repulsed by the army. 


| The balance sheet shows that 95% of the houses and properties of the Tamil 
people living in the South have been destroyed. More than 150,000 had sought 
safety in refugee-camps which include the University of Perideniya and many . 
temples. Unofficial refugee-camps where thousands of Sinhalese households who 
harboured their destitute Tamil friends at great risk. But more than a thousand 
Tamils have lost their lives. 


Three days after these events started the President addressed the nation over 
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the TV and the radio. Ministers followed, one after another. Senior Minister 
Cyril Matthew was a significant 'absentee during this first week. None of them 
had a word of sympathy for the striken Tamils. All were racist openly or 
covertly. Their concern was for:the loss of property, set back in development, 
loss of jobs of the Sinhalese. The President himself talked of the "natural desire 
of the Sinhalese people to protect their nation from division". 


But the majority of the victims themselves, living in the South, had no truck 
with the events. in Jaffna, leave alone slogans of Eelam. 


No mention of left parties, foreign influences of interferences was mentioned 
upto the Saturday, 30th of July. ` 


All the events upto this time showed four main influences as causative agents 
leading up to the present riot. They are: 


1) The continued use of racial slogans and the attempt to divert the anger of the 
people resulting in ever increasing economic hardships, restrictions and re- 
pression, from the Government towards the Tamil people, their organisation, 
the TULF and especially the socalled terrorists in the North. | 


2) The freedom given to the Sinhala chauvinists. Cyril Matthew is in fact a leader 
among them. The Government following the above strategy must necessarily 
not only allow these chauvinistic elements to have their way, but actively en- 
courage them, since they use them in the electoral campaigns. 


3) The continued devaluation of forces of law and.order, the inevitable and nece- 
.'Ssary result of the use of thugs, enjoying political patronage, encouraging of 
police and army-officers or even intimidating them to be partial to politicians 

of the governing party, the almost cynical attitude taken by the highest author- 

ities in the land towards the attack on the judiciary by common thugs, in the 
open flouting of laws during the Referendum and the Bi-elections, the system- 
atic well thought out campaign to instil the idea that might is right and money 
is everything. 


4) The chain reaction effect of the activities of the TULF in its non violent cam- 
paign to achieve their goal of a separate state as well as the violent acts of 
the youth groups against mostly the Tamil people, whom they consider as 
traiters to their cause but also against the forces of the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment (mostly policement&at first and at later stages army men and 2 air force 
personnel) on the thinking of the ordinary Sinhalese people. The politicians 
know well to exploit the feelings of anxiety and anger, to manipulate them to 
their own advantage and ends. 


The Government suddenly changed its whole attitude towards the riots on 
Saturday. The TV announced the proscription of three left parties and sealed 
four printing-presses, all of the opposition parties. The independent newspapers 

.of the Island-group were also scaled. The TULF papers were already banned. 
Thus an effective restriction of news was achieved for the Sri Lankans. Foreign 
correspondents from that time onwards had to rely solely on the government in- 
formation center. Telexes are checked, telephones tapped. 


A list of 31 members of the banned parties were announced as wanted and all 


those who were caught harbouring them were threatened with imprisonment and 
fines. 


Of these 18 were annouhced as arrested. But in reality a hunt was on for 
all the activists of these parties, as well as those involved in Human and Demo- 
cratic rights-organisations. Hundreds had to hide. Mr. Douglas Liyanage, 
the Secretary of the Ministry of State is the official spokesman. He controls 
all news. This Mr. Liyanage has a colourful history. He was the first accusc 
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the 1961 rightist coup which included the heads of the army, navy and the police. 
He was at the head of the Civil Service at that time. The coup failed, conspira- 
tors were brought to trial and found guilty. But they were released on an appeal 
to the Privy Council. He was in the wilderness during the SLFP-regime but made 
a come back during the 1965 UNP-government as the highest paid cooperation boss 
(Hotel Cooperation). . "P 


The situation now is interesting. The President of Sri Lanka, who claimed 
to be the man to have found a symbiosis of the Western concept of development 
(the open market, export-oriented, economic policy package for the Third World) 


economic growth in a world of recession, has jettisoned democracy. He has clearly 
and openly set on the road taken by Hitler, Idi Amin, not to mention the rulers of 
Latin America, Indonesia, Korea, etc. 


His banning of left parties, sudden talk of a vague foreign power behind the 
scene, overt antagonism towards India seems to indicate that he is ready to play 
the game and do whatever is necessary, 


Are the Western democracies ready to play along? He seems to ask. "Are 


you ready to turn a blind eye to the comparatively unimportant matter of human 


"against the communist bogey, the bulworks of democracy in the wilderness of 
the Third World?" 
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people's union for civil libertie 
15, Тоеп Murti Lane, New Delhi - 116011 Indi 


The Peoples Union for Civil liberties shares the concern and 
anguish of the people in India, especially those in Tamil Nadu, over 
the recent developments in Sri Lanka. 


Even the filtered news flowing out from Sri Lanka is enough 
to confirm that the genocide committed on the ethnic minority Tamils 
as well as Tamils of Indian origin was a well designed strategy con- 
ceived by communal elements in the ee and ВЕН supported 
by some sections of the State Power 


The organised repression by the State as well as the arson 
and destruction of property and belongings of the Tamils and other 
Indians can not be looked at purely as an internal affair of Sri Lanka. 
No act of genocide on ethnic minorities can be considered an exclusive 
concern of the given country or regime. 


The successive governments of Sri Lanka are guilty of 
suppression of legitimate rights of the ethnic minority in the northern 
and the eastern parts of the country. Successive and concerted brutal 
repressions unleshed in 1956, 1961, 1966, 1974, 1977, 1981, and now 
in 1983 have resulted in renderine over a million Tamils of Indian 
origin Stateless in the Plantations. 


The killing of 52 Tamil prisoners in Weilikade Prison in Colom- 
bo with the open participation of the Army and the jail authorities is a 
gruesome manifestation of the hatred spread during the past decades. 


The Peoples Union for Civil Liberties unequivocally condemns 
the genocide committed in Sri Lanka and squarely blames the Jayawara- 
dane government for failing to protect the life and property of the victims. 


The Jayawaradane government has been progressively suppressing 
civil and democratic rights all over the country and is continuing to do so 
even now. Under the 1983 Emergency Regulations all power has virtually 
been placed in the hands of police and Armed forces to crush dissent in 
the country. 


The Peoples Union for Civil Liberties calls upon all democratic 
forces, especially in this part of the world to condemn the authoritarian 
and racist policies and attitude of the Sri Lanka government and to mount 
pressure on it for taking appropriate measures to re-settle the victims 
and for evolving a permanent solution to the problems of the ethnic minority 
in Sri Lanka. 1t also appcals that a campaign be launched for the 
restoration of civil and democratic rights of all sections of the society 
without any distinction of ethnic oriein. 


The PUCL appeals to neutral International organisations like the. 
International Commission of Jurists for setting-up of a major enquiry into 
the happenings in Sri Lanka, especially the massacre in the Welikade 
prison in Colombo. 

V.M. Tarkunde 


(Y.P. CHHIBBAR) 
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Na hi verena veràni * 

Sammanti'dha kudácanam 
Averena ca sammanti nonhatred. 
Esa dhammo sanantano. 


In this world hatred never 
ceases by hatred, but by 
This is the 
ancient law (followed by 


Dhammapada— i. 5. noble ones like the 
| _ Buddhas) . 
Where there is hatred, l!et me sow love... St. Francis of Assisi. 
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INTRODUCTION 


AS we wite these Lines the Radio and the naus pa pers 
announce а 24 hours curfew in Trincomatee. Inspite of several 
weeks of emergency Aute the situation there has not become 
calm. This year Sri Lanka has Lived several months of tension 
with sporadic outbursts of violence in disfenent parts 
04 the country. | 


to generation - yet inspite of these (ол is it because c4 
them?) the ethnic conslicts continue and even worsen 4n cur 
Country. 


Can we try tc understand these issues at greater depth, xto 
see their Longer term psychological, cultural and political 
Causes and effects. Longer term. perspectives are required 
even gor short term solutions. For short sighted strategies 


adopted by any side may aggravate rather than resolve these 
problems. 


Our country now faces the gravest internat CALLS 04 
this century. We trust all concerned will meet this uraent 
crisis with the spirit of tolerance and dsprritual courage 


ns at ane the ёш of our historical cultures and eee 


Grenada Today! 
Trincomalee Tomorrow! 


The Invasion of Grenada has proved beyond doubt, that the power and the Might of the 
United States of America is dependent on the very exploitation and the Oppression of the 
Third World People! The interests of the U.S.A are therefore directly opposed to those of 
the People of the Third World. The fact that not even International Law, let alone principles 
` or morals, will stop them from using any means necessary to maintain this relationship has 
been clearly shown by recent events in Grenada. 


Invasion of Grenada 


The sovereign State of Grenada was violently invaded by the American Forces on 
October 26th, 1983. President Reagan is now trying to justify this crime by clutching at 
flimsy straws. The real and only reason for the long planned and well rehearsed invasion, 
was that the People of Grenada were in control of their own destiny. On March 13, 1979, a 
People's Revolutionary Government had been established in Grenada with the overthrow 
of the Fascist dictator Gairy. This was enough to threaten the Mighty power of the USA, 
even though Grenada is but a small Island of 133 sq. miles with a population of a mere 
110,000 people! 


Occupation of Lebanon 


In the war torn city of Beirut, NATO forces under the guise of "Peace-keeping" are 
attempting to establish a Fascist government under the control of Amin Gemayel and the 
Phalangists. The fact that such an administration is actively opposed to the interests of 
large sections of the Lebanese people seems to matter not at all! Refering to the very 
people whose country it is, who seek justice and equality in Lebanon, President Reagan has 
said "We must be determined more than ever that they cannot take over that vital and 
strategic area ..." (Times 24.10.83). 


“Vital Interest” in TAMIL EELAM 


America has had, not surprisingly, its eye on the TRINCOMALEE Harbour, which would 
also be a valuable asset as a military base for them, supporting that at Diego Garcia. What's 
more, the reactionary, puppet government of Sri Lanka is actually likely to make this 
concession, because: 


a) The Rulers of Sri Lanka would be prepared to sell the freedom and dignity of their own 
people if they could get any personal benefit, however short-term, that may be, and 


b) The Rulers of Sri Lanka also see it as one way of fragmenting the Tamil Eelam Nation 
and making our struggle for National Liberation that much more difficult! 


This is why 'Sinhalese Colonisation' has been accelerated in TRINCOMALEE; US Defence 
Secretary Casper Weinberger, was in Sri Lanka in October 1983 to discuss plans for TRIN- 
COMALEE; and agreement has already been reached concerning Oil Storage Facilities. 


Resistance 


For all the Might of the USA, the Oppressed People of the World have the power of a Just 
and Noble Cause on our side. No Greed, however great, no Oppression, however brutal, 
can overcome permanently the cause of Freedom, Dignity and Justice! 


That is why the two heroic Martyrs in Beirut, on October 23rd 1983, could so devastat- 
ingly and successfully destroy two military Headquarters and with it the lives of over 300 
members of the Occupying Forces! 


That is why the gallant Fighters in Grenada continued to resist the American aggressors 
even in such an unequal war! Three days after the Invasion, America had had to double the 
- size of its Force їо 6,000 and yet the fierce resistance continued! 
That is why we the People of Tamil Eelam can carry forward our struggle for National 
Liberation. To secure Freedom, Dignity and Justice for our people we must urgently pre- 
` pare to defend ourselves against every form of Oppression! 


Issued by the Press & Information Secretariat of the PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
ORGANISATION OF TAMIL EELAM (PLOT) 





The Hidden Agenda Emerges 
In A Buddhist Country. 


The choices; 


-a negotiated settlement 


-a multi -faceted civil war 


